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It is God who gives dreams, and this book is no exception. From the first glimmer of possibility to the last letter on the page, this book has been an illustration of how an almighty God can work in and through mere men and women to accomplish a dream beyond the imagination of any of the team. So, from all of us who co-labored on this project, we want to extend a heartfelt thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ for saving us from even the best self-driven dreams for the more excellent God-given one that He is still orchestrating in our lives at this very moment.


And I am sure that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on that day when Christ Jesus comes back again. (Philippians 1:6 NLT)








prologue
i want my dreams back



“Oh, Daddy,” sobbed my normally cheerful four-year-old daughter. Then with a frustration bordering on anger, she blurted out, “You took my dream away!”


“Caitlyn, what do you mean?”


“Daddy,” she explained in exasperation, “I was having the greatest dream. It was beautiful, and then you came in and woke me up.”


And with an intensity that left me pondering the deeper, more universal aspect of her cry, she exclaimed, “Daddy, I want my dreams back!”


I understood all too well my daughter’s feeling. We’ve all had times in our lives when our dreams are better than our reality. Then the alarm clock sounds, bringing us back to another day—a routine commute, a boring job, a mundane schedule, a mediocre life, and the haunting fear that none of it is really worthwhile. That’s when we, too, want to lament, “I want my dreams back!”


Caitlyn’s tiny face, all scrunched up in despair, and her childlike request melted my heart and resonated in a deep part of my spirit. She herself was the fulfillment of a dream God had given back to my wife and me. When Diane and I married, we hadn’t really talked about when we would have kids. Like many couples, we took it for granted that at some point we would begin a family. That assumption would prove to be one we had mistakenly made.


We moved to Fort Lauderdale in 1985 to start a Calvary Chapel church, and for the first few years our focus and our dreams were centered on this endeavor. But as time passed, we began to think we were ready to take on the challenge of raising kids. After trying for six or seven years with no success, we were forced to admit there might be a problem, and we went to a fertility specialist. We did not yet know that we were in the middle of what would be an eleven-year journey from the time we first tried to get pregnant until the birth of our first child. This venture of faith was comprised of prayer; testing (diagnostic and spiritual); emotional roller-coaster rides of yes we are, no we are not pregnant, should we adopt or shouldn’t we; and a draining of financial resources—all of which ultimately forced us to trust God beyond the limits of our own understanding.


Psalm 30:5 says, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” After a long night of weeping, our first child, a son, was born one joyful morning in October 1995.


We had been proud parents less than a year when we discovered that Diane was pregnant again. We were elated until, three months into the pregnancy, we lost the baby. Horrible as that loss was, we then had to face the fact that we might never be able to have another child. That possibility was devastating.


The next two years seemed like an eternity of endless prayers, asking God to restore our hope of a second child. Then our daughter, Caitlyn, was born. Perhaps that’s why the sight of my daughter’s precious face asking for her dreams back made me realize that her request must echo again and again in the halls of heaven. As an earthly dad, I didn’t have the resources or power to accomplish such a supernatural thing as giving Caitlyn back her dream. But our heavenly Father is all powerful, all knowing, and present in any and every situation in which someone, in frustration or even anger, cries out, “I want my dreams back!” And God is a good, kind, benevolent Father who wants to restore our dreams.


Somewhere between childhood and adulthood, we let go of our dreams. What we dared to imagine and ask for as kids seems silly and unrealistic as grownups. We stop trusting that things can be different. We stop hoping that things will get better. We stop expecting life to be full of excitement, anticipation, joy, fun, and hope. When we do dare to dream of something more, we often experience instead the stagnation of the status quo.


So we let go of our dreams in exchange for the dream world of Hollywood and Madison Avenue. Instead of holding out for real friends, we settle for the sitcom Friends. And the result is that we are becoming increasingly angry and frustrated by the realization that life doesn’t seem to work.


That’s why I wrote this book. I hope to rekindle in your heart the expectation of something more. That’s what we were created for—something more, something supernatural that is bigger than this world. It may seem like a dream long forgotten, but I pray that through the pages of this book, you’ll regain the hope and beauty of the grand dream for your life that began in God’s heart. Our heavenly Daddy wants His dream back too, and you are that dream.








introduction
everybody dreams



Who hasn’t had a dream? Whether it’s a four-year-old’s desire to be a cowboy or a fifty-year-old’s hope to spend the golden years on a beach, we all dream.


The human heart beats to dream and to hope. Some of our dreams are still on the horizon. Maybe we’d love to share life with someone special—sunset walks, honest talks, holding hands, sharing secrets—but that someone is nowhere in sight. Or perhaps we’ve already found that person, and our dream is to have a happy marriage in which ideas are exchanged and purpose is discovered. Others might dream of having kids—or obedient children. We may dream of an important promotion, a great accomplishment, an upcoming vacation, being old enough to drive, or graduating from high school, college, or medical school. The variety of dreams is as countless as our thoughts.


Yet all these and more can be summed up in humanity’s hope to lead meaningful lives filled with purpose that transcends our own finite existence. It is this common bond of aspiration that causes our eyes to tear, our hearts to melt, and our determination to rise when we see others’ dreams fulfilled.


Our Quest for Greatness


Part of us knows instinctively that God’s plans for us are bigger, grander, and more meaningful than any plans we could make, and the cry of our hearts for greatness makes us identify with people like Eric Liddell in Chariots of Fire. Eric was a famous runner from Scotland who refused to run in his best event, the one-hundred-meter race, at the Paris Olympics in the summer of 1924 because the heats were held on Sunday. He chose to run in the four-hundred-meter competition instead, a race he was not expected to win. The Flying Scotsman, as he was affectionately called, won a gold medal in that race and set a new world record.1 As depicted in the movie Chariots of Fire, Liddell made this profound statement: “I believe God made me for a purpose, but he also made me fast, and when I run I feel God’s pleasure.”2 He was living in the reality of heaven’s dream and sensed that God was pleased with him. He was doing the thing he was created to do, loved best, and excelled at most. And we experience the thrill of victory through his story.


We’re driven to our feet, cheering, when the long shot wins the race or when Rocky comes back from a beating that would kill the average man to take the world championship in boxing. We’re wired for victory.


How did we get that way? The Bible tells us that God made us in His own image. That’s one reason we dream. God is into dreams. He’s the dream distributor and the dream deliverer: God is in the business of giving us dreams and then fulfilling those dreams in our lives.


Before I go much further, I feel compelled to clarify this point. I don’t want my voice to be thrown in with the voices that would make God a cosmic genie. I’m not focusing on health, wealth, and prosperity. I’m not talking about self-centered hype but about holy, godly hope. The kind of dream I’m referring to is not a myopic, selfish abstraction from God born out of flesh; it’s a spiritual aspiration toward God born out of faith. I’m talking about why God created each of us as we are and about the realization of His purpose in our lives.


For instance, why did God make Thomas Edison the way He did? Have you ever wondered why this man had such insatiable curiosity about electricity? Who gave him the perseverance to harness the power of nature and light the way of mankind? Or who gave Henry Ford the idea for an assembly line? What about the Wright brothers and their airplane? Or Bill Gates and his computer-programming ideas? As we look back through history and at modern-day marvels and then delve into our own dusty daydreams, it becomes apparent that in the heart of every human lies a dream.


Chosen Children


The Bible is rich with accounts of God-given dreams. Whether through Abraham and his family, Esther and her destiny, David and the temple, or Joshua and the Promised Land, we see God giving and fulfilling dreams.


This book will take a closer look at biblical dreams through the life of a young dreamer named Joseph. We’ll see why some dreams go nowhere while others blossom. Once we’ve completed this journey with Joseph, I’m sure we’ll believe not only in God-given dreams but also in the God who loves us deeply. Only He can say to us, with the ability to deliver, “You can have your dreams back, because they were made with you in mind!”


Let’s pick up Joseph’s story in Genesis 37: “Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.”


If we’re going to grasp the importance of Joseph’s life in relation to ours, we’ll need to look at some of the stark parallels between Joseph and us and what they reveal about our position as Christians. Each of us is, as Joseph was, a favorite child. Jesus said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you” (John 15:16).


Christians are a selected seed—a chosen people. I realize that some will read this statement and think I’m being presumptuous. Perhaps, but it happens to be the truth. I don’t want to have an attitude of arrogance or pride, but I do want to sincerely say that as Christians we can look at our lives with a sense of promise. Based on Scripture, we know we have a destiny to fulfill, and we understand that our heavenly Father favors us.


Just as Jacob loved Joseph in a special way, God loves each Christian in a special way. Each of us is unique in God’s sight. For this reason, if we’ve had a dream and it has been dashed, God wants to resurrect that dream and breathe new life into it—just like, as we’ll see, He did for Joseph.


The Battleground


Joseph set out in life with a dream, but along the way he encountered opposition:


Now Joseph had a dream, and he told it to his brothers; and they hated him even more. So he said to them, “Please hear this dream which I have dreamed: There we were, binding sheaves in the field. Then behold, my sheaf arose and also stood upright; and indeed your sheaves stood all around and bowed down to my sheaf.” And his brothers said to him, “Shall you indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed have dominion over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. (Genesis 37:5-8)


We all have dreams similar to Joseph’s—dreams that say we’re important, we belong to something bigger than our own lives, and we were meant for greatness. But what happens to those dreams along the road of life? How do we change from hopeful dreamers into disappointed or dutiful doers stuck in the rut of routine? The answer is, we have an adversary—a dream destroyer. And when he attacks, the life we thought would be a dream becomes a nightmare.


Sometimes we even lose the dream. And after a while, it becomes so long since we dared to believe in our dream that even talking about it makes us uneasy. We give in to the give-up spirit. We believe that dreams aren’t real, that reality is this dreamless world in which the good guys finish last and the bad guys always win.


That’s what the adversary wants us to believe. But it’s a lie.


If we’re going to fight for our dreams, we need to know who our real enemy is and what his strategies are. Ephesians 6:12 tells us, “Our fight is not against people on earth. We are fighting against the rulers and authorities and the powers of this world’s darkness. We are fighting against the spiritual powers of evil in the heavenly world” (ICB).


Our battleground is in the arena of the unseen. Our foe is a master of dissuasion, and he often accomplishes this by offering earthly wisdom in place of divine oracle.


Many of us have had an experience like Joseph’s. We had a dream and shared it with someone else only to have that person attack it: “Oh, you and your big dreams! Get a life, why don’t you.” But Joseph’s dream wasn’t just his—it was God’s. God had given it to him based on who he had created Joseph to be. And so it is with us.


How many times have we said, “I wonder if I could …” Did we follow that dream or let ourselves be talked out of it?


Think about the first guy to dream about bottled water. He’s with his buddy watching a babbling brook of clear water, and he says, “What if you actually bottled this water and sold it?” His buddy responds with what seems like sound human wisdom: “You’ve got to be kidding me—it’s free! No one would pay a nickel for a bottle of water.”


Oh really? At the ballpark just a few weeks ago, I paid $3.50 for a bottle of water—and the vendor kept selling out and having to run back for more. But what if the guy with the dream had listened to his friend who told him it was a stupid idea? Maybe today he’d be watching his dream being accomplished by someone else, and thinking, That was my dream!


That’s exactly what happens when we don’t understand that God is the dream deliverer and that He delights in fulfilling His dreams in and through us because we are His children.


If we don’t know God’s heart toward us, and if we don’t grasp the concept of a bigger picture, we can easily be deceived, become disappointed, and let go of our dreams when we encounter obstacles. But God has given each of us a dream. And it’s time, with His help, to live it. When we do, we will be living a “dreamality”—a life that manifests God’s purpose and design. Heaven’s dream will have become our reality.





Part One Heaven’s Dream












chapter 1 the heart behind the dream



Before we can fully appreciate and capture heaven’s dream, we’ll need to get a clearer view of the Dreamer Himself. We have dreams because we are created in the image of God, who dreamed up the whole human race in the first place. And God wants to see our dreams fulfilled. But because we’re created in God’s image, we can dream all on our own. So how are we to know if our dreams are God-given or self-driven?


The story of Joseph sheds much light on this subject of dreams. Early in life Joseph had a God-given dream that he would be a significant player in the game of life. Yet as time unfolded, his dream met with the same kinds of obstacles and challenges that ours often do. Joseph was forced to evaluate and determine whether his dream truly was from God or whether it was something he’d thought up on his own. He also was faced with the same question we are when our dreams hit those inevitable bumps in the road: is the dream worth the fight to keep it alive?


Although Joseph’s was a literal, while-he-was-sleeping dream, it bears some profound similarities to the life dreams we’ll discuss in this book. In the same way that Joseph’s dream was from the Lord and contained three specific components, so our life dreams are from the Lord and will display those same ingredients that are part of all God-given dreams: the provision to share, the power to save, and the position to shine. We’ll explore these three areas in greater detail, but first we need to do a little soul searching and ask ourselves, do we really want God’s dreams for our lives? Our answer to this question will determine our success or failure in the quest for our dreamality.


A Biblical View of God


Wanting God’s dreams for our lives necessitates trusting God with our lives. So before we answer the above question, it behooves us to look more closely at just whom we would be trusting. Allow me to offer a brief introduction of God. For some readers who have grown up with an understanding of God, this may seem insulting. I don’t want to offend anyone, but neither do I want to miss the opportunity to address the primary reason so many of us settle for self-driven dreams when we could enjoy the pursuit of God-given dreams.


One of the most heartbreaking discoveries I’ve made in my years as a pastor is that most people do not know God. They know of Him, but they don’t know Him. He has been painted in endless erroneous caricatures, ranging from an indulgent grandpa in the sky to a meanspirited taskmaster who waits for us to make a mistake so He can punish us. Yet our concept of God has a direct bearing on our ability to trust Him in this critical area of dreams.


Whoever and wherever we are in life, we will benefit from the view of God presented in the Bible. In His Word, God chose to call Himself our Father. To begin to understand God as our Father, it helps to think of what it means to us, as humans, to be parents.


As a father I have a love for my children that is beyond measure. I have hopes, aspirations, and desires for their accomplishments, their well-being, and their future. As a father who is human, I also have faults and flaws; I am subject to a sinful nature that can hinder my ability to parent well. God, on the other hand, is the perfect Father who has complete knowledge of all His children. He has no error or evil in Him. To think that I could do a better job at parenting than God does is insane, but to think that God would be any less good to me than I would be to my kids seems blasphemous. In fact, Jesus addressed this very audacity: “If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” (Luke 11:11-13).


So many of us settle for self-driven dreams when we could enjoy the pursuit of God-given dreams.What parent can imagine saying, when his or her child asks for something to eat, “Sure, here are some rocks, serpents, and scorpions for breakfast. Enjoy.” How absurd! We would never do that to our kids. In this passage of Scripture, Jesus said that although compared with God we’re relatively evil, not even we would do something this wicked to our children. The implied question is, How then can we think that God—who is good, gracious, kind, benevolent, merciful, and righteous—would do something cruel or harmful to us, His children?


Luke 11 tells us that God knows what we’re like. He knows we’re naturally inclined to do things that are wrong, fleshly, unwise, and selfish. Yet even with that propensity, even with our flawed nature, look at how we love our kids. Look at how we want the best for them and how we’ll defend them and be by their sides no matter what they do. It is as if God wants to hold our faces in His hands and say, “Look at me! Look at who I am. Am I not good? Am I not great? Am I not gracious?”


God’s Goodness


The Bible goes to great lengths to express God’s goodness. Consider these verses as a starting point:


• “Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.” (1 Chronicles 16:34)


• “Why do you boast in evil, O mighty man? The goodness of God endures continually.” (Psalm 52:1)


• “Do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?” (Romans 2:4)


• “The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.” (Exodus 34:6-7)


These are just a few of the many references to God’s goodness in Scripture. Volumes have been written on the goodness of God. Every breath we take, every heartbeat, every sunrise, every newborn baby, every star in the universe, and much, much more tell of God’s goodness. From a heavenly perspective, God’s goodness is without question. It is only in the fuzzy focus of human understanding that His goodness becomes questionable. Throughout this book we will start to see how this happens, but for the sake of our introduction of God, let the record reflect that, beyond all doubt, He is good.


God’s Greatness


God’s greatness is seen in each and every aspect of the physical world in which we live. From the majesty of the universe to the intricacy of each atom, we witness the magnitude of our Creator. Scientists have discovered soil on Mars that has properties unlike any other they’ve seen, which has defied our previous understanding that we have only a finite number of elements in the universe. Think about how big that makes God. An entire planet out there is uninhabited—it’s just the red star in the sky—but it’s completely unparalleled to anything we have on Earth.


As human beings we’re limited in our ability to create by the finite number of media with which we have to work. We can only mix and use so many colors to create art. We can only combine so many angles and curves to form architectural wonders. God has no such limitations. The Bible tells us, “Abraham believed in the God who brings the dead back to life and who brings into existence what didn’t exist before” (Romans 4:17 NLT). The fact that we find soil made of elements we never knew of before is just one astounding display of God’s enormous and endless capacity to create. He could have made Mars from the same elements as those of Earth, but He didn’t. God has no limits.


God’s Graciousness


God’s graciousness is demonstrated in His mercy. The Bible tells us in Romans 3:23 that we all fall short of God’s original plan. We’re all guilty, and our guilt requires punishment—damnation for all eternity (see Isaiah 53:6; Romans 6:23). But God’s parent-heart breaks at the thought of meting out such punishment. Still, God’s perfect justice requires the full measure of judgment. That’s why He had to send Jesus to take the penalty for our sin: “Christ had no sin. But God made him become sin. God did this for us so that in Christ we could become right with God” (2 Corinthians 5:21 ICB). Because of the punishment Jesus took on our behalf, God can righteously stand in the court of the universe and dole out mercy. In spite of the foolish and criminal things we’ve done, God, the righteous judge, can adjudicate us innocent because the punishment for our crime has been borne by Christ.


Humanity stands amazed at God’s grace, and well it should. Think about the incredible love it must have taken to conceive of grace. It’s a concept that’s uniquely God’s. Only through grace can He love us in spite of our sinful state. Grace is God saying, “I knew you’d behave badly, so I came up with a remedy.” The Bible puts it this way: “Where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 5:20-21 NIV).


In God’s foreknowledge He knew that with the free will He had given humanity, they would disobey Him. Through this disobedience, sin entered the world, and with it came death (see Romans 5:12). Grace is God’s way for us to escape the effects of sin. That’s why Scripture tells us that we are saved through grace: “It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9 NIV).


An Eternal Course


Even with God’s gracious Father-heart toward us, we still can be intent on doing our own thing. We become consumed in a self-driven dream instead of enjoying the pursuit of a God-given dream and the blessing of doing His will.


Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Some people may not be sure they believe that. After all, many great things have been done by people who didn’t know Jesus. Empires have been established, corporations have been built from the ground up, people have gone to the moon—from time immemorial human beings have accomplished amazing feats of talent, bravery, and intelligence.


True, we’ve succeeded at many things as a human race, but there’s a great divide between success and significance. We may have created something for our own glory, but every effort apart from God is merely temporal.


We, on the other hand, are eternal. Our lives are eternal. The journeys we’re taking here on Earth are simply series of races. Some of the races are sprints—we’ll learn a lesson quickly and move on. Others are marathons—we’ll rid ourselves of some fleshly desires only through perseverance and endurance. Whatever the training, teaching, molding, or shaping, our courses are for an everlasting purpose. They can take us in one of two directions, but the path is eternal: “These people will go off to be punished forever. But the good people will go to live forever” (Matthew 25:46 ICB). That’s why it’s critical that we align our courses with heaven’s dream, which will lead us into eternal life rather than eternal death.


Along with incorrect perceptions of God, many people have incorrect perceptions of eternal life. Those of us who reach heaven won’t just sit around playing harps. We’ll be assigned cosmic responsibilities. That’s the implication of Jesus’s words in the parable of the talents: “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’” (Matthew 25:21 NIV).


Our lives as human beings span so much more than our brief existence on earth. The Bible tells us that the lives we live here are like vanishing vapor: “You do not know what will happen tomorrow! Your life is like a mist. You can see it for a short time, but then it goes away” (James 4:14 ICB). It’s foolish to put all our hopes, dreams, and aspirations into our time here on Earth when it’s just a drop in the bucket compared with our eternal existence.


God dwells in eternity. He is the God of all ages and of every generation: “My righteousness will be forever, and My salvation from generation to generation” (Isaiah 51:8). “You, O LORD, remain forever; Your throne from generation to generation” (Lamentations 5:19).


Just as God is eternal, so God-given dreams are eternal. If we’re going to pursue heaven’s dreams for our lives, we have to abandon the mind-set that sees our existence as date of birth to date of death, the end. In God’s eyes our lives go from date of birth through date of departure from this world, the beginning of forever. That makes everything we do in the here and now pertinent to everything we will do after our time on earth. What we do here determines whether we enjoy eternity with God or suffer it without Him.


This concept of eternity is important because the dreams God puts in our hearts, that our Father wants to accomplish in us, are not just for the here and now. They extend to His kingdom in eternity. The story of Moses is a perfect illustration.


Moses was adopted by the daughter of Pharaoh. The entire temporal world of his day was at his fingertips, yet he felt a burden to see the nation of Israel set free. In his frustration over the Hebrews’ plight, he tried to deliver them. But his own fleshly effort led him to kill an Egyptian.


I can picture God looking on and saying, “This is not how you fulfill the dream, Moses. You need to humble yourself and be my spokesperson for deliverance.” As we look at the conversation that took place between them at the burning bush in the third chapter of Exodus, we see Moses making every excuse under the sun why he couldn’t do what God was asking him to do. He just kept repeating, “I can’t, I can’t, I can’t.” Then, the Bible says, “The anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses” (Exodus 4:14). Not a good place to be.


By not stepping into the roles for which we were made, we blow our only chances at complete satisfaction.Why was God angry? As we look at Moses’s life, it’s easy to see the cause of God’s frustration with him. God had saved Moses when all other Hebrew baby boys were being put to death. God not only spared


Moses’s life, but He also arranged for him to be raised in Pharaoh’s home, be nursed by his own mother, and receive an above-average education—all for the sake of this moment of commission at the burning bush. For Moses to say no at this point was just not acceptable. His existence was part of a master plan—a plan that would deliver an entire nation and bring personal blessing and purpose to Moses’s life beyond any temporal accolades or riches. His life was a vital link in the plan that would ultimately bring salvation for all of mankind by preserving the lineage through which Christ the Redeemer was to come.


Our Eternal Plan


It is the same for us: our existence is part of a master plan. But when we are confronted with our roles in the master plan and say we can’t or won’t participate, what we’re really refusing is the authority and providence of God in our lives. And our rejection ruins everything God has planned for us. By not stepping into the roles for which we were made, we blow our only chances at complete satisfaction. We’re like cars that have decided to become bicycles. It doesn’t make any sense. The car was created for a specific purpose, and so are we:


• “God has made us what we are. In Christ Jesus, God made us new people so that we would do good works. God had planned in advance those good works for us. He had planned for us to live our lives doing them.” (Ephesians 2:10 ICB)


• “‘I know what I have planned for you,’ says the Lord. ‘I have good plans for you. I don’t plan to hurt you. I plan to give you hope and a good future.’” (Jeremiah 29:11 ICB)


When we resist the Creator, we miss out on the plans He created for us before time began. We will never know the satisfaction of fulfilling our purposes, because we’ll miss the very things for which we were designed. When we settle for self-driven dreams, we settle for dreams that are but vapors.


Where is Moses today? He has responsibilities in the kingdom of God that are commensurate with the purpose and plan God had for his life—not just for his days on earth but for eternity as well. Moses’s responsibilities are also based on his obedience in sticking with God’s plan. Imagine if Moses had said, “You know what, the whole idea of wandering in the wilderness for forty years isn’t really cutting it with me. I mean, I still own a chariot. I have a great place to hang out in Egypt if I want to. I can still build empires for Pharaoh. Hey, maybe I could compromise and do a little bit of an Egyptian thing and a little bit of Hebrew thing.” Think about the absurdity of Moses’s trying to live in both worlds.


A friend of mine recently said, “I continue to hear references to a Christian attorney, a Christian musician, a Christian businessman, etc. Whatever happened to just a Christian—you know, a person who forsakes everything from the world to do the thing God has called him or her to do?” Someone who says, “I’m so disconnected from what I used to do and be, that I have become a tool in God’s hand to accomplish whatever He wants, because I’ve realized that this is the only way I will experience true and lasting fulfillment.”


Why do we insist that we’re “Christian musicians” or “musicians that are Christian”? Why can’t we just be Christians—period? Why can’t we let go of what our identities were before we knew Jesus? Perhaps we need to skip the music thing altogether. “No!” some might object. “That’s my platform.” Well, it may be your platform, but for how long? Was Moses an Egyptian deliverer? When do we say good-bye completely to Egypt for the sake of eternity?


A vocation can be a platform, but if the vocation becomes the identifier, it may be time to shift the identity. What is Moses known for? Was he Pharaoh’s adopted grandson or God’s deliverer? If we’re really going to fulfill the dreams God has for our eternity, at some point we need to be willing to forsake our self-driven dreams and vocational identities for the sake of God’s dreams and His image. I may not be acknowledged as a pastor in heaven. I hope to be known as a man who loved God as much as he could and was willing to do whatever God asked and go wherever He directed.


In 1985 I moved to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, to start a Calvary Chapel church. I had been an assistant pastor at Calvary Chapel Las Vegas and enjoyed the responsibility of teaching four hundred to five hundred people a week. After two years in Fort Lauderdale, still only thirty to fifty people a week attended the church. I was disheartened and began to long for the former days in Las Vegas. I decided to call Pastor Chuck Smith, founder of the Calvary Chapel movement. In a conversation with the man at Pastor Chuck’s church who over saw the Calvary Chapel outreaches, I expressed my doubt and discouragement. I told him I was thinking about leaving Fort Lauderdale and going back to Las Vegas.


I was shocked at his response. He basically said, “That’s fine, Bob. You can do that. I have about twenty Bible-college students who would love the opportunity to take over your small church.” I hung up the phone knowing that God had handed me a choice: I could pursue my own self-driven dream of going back to the familiar life in Las Vegas where I pastored a congregation who knew and loved me, or I could accept heaven’s dream, which had been birthed in prayer, to start a Calvary Chapel for a fellowship of believers in Fort Lauderdale.


A week or so later, as I drove down I-95 and was listening to Greg Laurie on the radio, God spoke to me through Greg’s message. In my own kind of burning-bush-via-radio experience, I felt God saying, “Why don’t you bloom where you’re planted?”


It struck such a deep chord in my heart, and I became so emotional, that I had to pull off the road. I got out of the car and knelt down on the side of the highway. Passing motorists must have thought I was out of my mind, but I didn’t care. I made a commitment that day to the Lord. I accepted His offer of heaven’s dream. I promised that if He only gave me fifty people to pastor for the rest of my life, I would do my best to make them the best-cared-for and best-taught fifty congregants in the world. I promised the Lord that I would never go back to Egypt—meaning Las Vegas. I was here to stay in Fort Lauderdale. This would be my home, and these would be my people. I gave up my former sense of identity and accepted the position of serving God in whatever He called me to do. I was content to be the caretaker of a small group of believers rather than the pastor of a larger church if that was what God had for me.


We can’t embrace and experience heaven’s dreams for us if we’re not willing to let go of the familiar.The next week the church began to grow, and it hasn’t stopped since. The Lord has continued to bring people—so many that we’ve outgrown six locations, including our current one.


What if I had gone back to Las Vegas? I certainly could have, but I would have missed the miracle of having God’s fingerprints on my life. Or think of how many people might not have heard the Word of God in a life-changing way if Chuck Smith had never accepted God’s challenge to love the hippies back in the 1960s. Out of that first Calvary Chapel, more than a thousand churches have been born, including the one in Fort Lauderdale. Yet because the work is of God, in and through the men and women involved, the ministry will continue long after we are gone.


With eternity in the balance, why do we set up a scale and try to weigh whether it’s worth giving up our own pitiful dreams in favor of God’s grand dreams for us? It is not advantageous for us to continue playing this game with God. He’s not our poker partner. He is our Master, our Lord, and our Creator. He’s the one and only eternal God with an eternal perspective and purpose. He is good; He is great; and He is gracious. So why do we hesitate? Could it be the “unknown” factor?


A Venture of Faith


The Bible tells us, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). How will we ever experience faith if we never venture out from the predictable and the known? When our lives are measured and meted out in a “legal pad” format, with neatly drawn columns that set forth all the details, we leave no room for faith. Some defining aspect of faith must be evident for what happens in our lives to qualify as a true movement of God. God is spirit, and many of the great lessons He teaches us are going to transcend this life’s logic. They are lessons of experience that move us closer to attaining the goal of our dreams. We may experience fret and fear, worry and concern as we follow the path of trusting God. But in hindsight we’ll discover that these negative emotions constitute the black backdrop against which shines the brilliant diamond of faith.
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