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  PREFACE




  This book highlights several interesting episodes of Washington history, from prehistoric days through modern times. Each story is complete in itself and can be read individually and out of sequence.




  Washington is an important state historically, and although the vignettes related in this book do not in any way purport to be a thorough history of the state, they have been selected to give the reader a broad understanding of the varied historical background of the Evergreen State.




  I hope that It Happened in Washington will provide a few hours of pleasure to those who read it, and that it will find its way into the classrooms of the state, thereby giving younger generations a better appreciation of their vast heritage.




  AVALANCHE AT OZETTE Circa 1480





  Torrential rain had visited the area daily that spring. In fact, the several hundred natives who lived on what is today Cape Flattery had seen heavy rains for decades. Despite the extreme weather, the people of the small village bustled about doing their daily chores.




  Now known as the Makah, these people belonged to the American Indian culture called Northwest Coast and were kin to the Nootka tribesmen of Vancouver Island. They were specifically known as the “People who live on the cape by the rocks and seagulls.” Their village was nestled between the Strait of Juan de Fuca and the Pacific Ocean.




  That day several men were busy carving a new canoe. The craft, hewed from a giant cedar trunk, measured a full thirty feet long and was capable of carrying eight men with their whaling gear. While children played with a small white dog, women cooked the evening meal of seal meat, salmon, and rock oysters.




  Situated a few hundred feet from the Pacific shore were several longhouses, the Makah people’s residences. Some of these multifamily houses measured almost seventy feet long and forty-six feet wide. The exteriors were covered with wide clapboards made from the huge cedar trees native to the area.




  The Makah people made their living from the rich waters of the Pacific Ocean. Proficient in hunting even the giant whale from their huge hand-carved canoes, the people of the Northwest Coast also were blessed with large populations of seal, salmon, crab, oyster, and many other kinds of fish, crustaceans, and mammals.




  That day, as the pungent smell of smoking salmon and the sweet fragrance from the cooking fires escaped into the cool spring air, a woman screamed. Pointing frantically at the cliffs behind the village, she ran through the ranks of the working people, shouting that a huge mud slide was approaching them. Before anyone had a chance to escape, tons and tons of oozing mud covered the entire village. Like a latter-day Pompeii, most of the Makah village was submerged in a thick layer of mud. Within minutes, what had been a healthy, vibrant village of happy workers was now a jumble of mud, trees, house planks, and debris. Life had been snuffed out of many of the inhabitants.




  Parts of the Makah village were preserved exactly as they were when the devastating mud slide occurred. The discovery of artifacts by hikers in 1970 and careful excavation of the site by Washington State University archaeologists have allowed much to be reconstructed about the lifestyles of these advanced Indians who fished the bountiful Pacific waters. Over an eleven-year period, from 1970 until 1981, entire houses, complete with their furnishings, were excavated. Thousands of artifacts, including ropes, tools, canoes, harpoons, cooking gear, baskets, weapons—in all more than fifty thousand objects—were unearthed, making the Ozette site, as it is called today, one of the most incredible and important archaeological finds in North America.




  In addition to the evidence found at Ozette during the 1970s, historical documentation sheds light on the lifestyle of these early Indians who inhabited the coastlines of Washington, Oregon, British Columbia, and Alaska. In 1778 John Ledyard sailed to the Pacific Northwest with Captain James Cook. Several years later, at the suggestion of Thomas Jefferson, Ledyard attempted to cross the North American continent from west to east, starting at Nootka Sound. He has left us a vivid description of the Northwest Coast culture. In the journal of his service with Cook, Ledyard wrote a description of the Makahs’ close relatives, the Nootka, who today prefer the name Nu-chah-nulth.




  

    I had no sooner beheld these Americans than I set them down for the same kind of people that inhabited the opposite side of the continent. They are rather above the middle stature, copper-coloured, and of an athletic make. They have long black hair, which they generally wear in a club on the top of the head, they fill it when dressed with oil, paint and the downe of birds. They also paint their faces red, blue and white colours . . . Their clothing generally consists of skins, but they have two other sorts of garments, the one is made of the inner rind of some sort of bark twisted and united together like the woof of our coarse cloaths, the other . . . is . . . principally made with the hair of their dogs, which are mostly white, and of the domestic kind: Upon this garment is displayed very naturally the manner of their catching the whale—we saw nothing so well done by a savage in our travels . . . We saw them make use of no coverings to their feet or legs, and it was seldom they covered their heads: When they did it was with a kind of basket covering made after the manner of the Chinese . . . hats.


  




  Today many of the thousands of artifacts unearthed at the Ozette site reside in a new home, the Makah Cultural and Research Center Museum on Neah Bay. Nearby, several hundred Makah Indians still call the region home, many of them employed by the new multimillion-dollar Makah Fisheries Company.




  CAPTAIN JAMES COOK ON THE WASHINGTON COAST 1778





  It was Sunday, March 22, 1778, and the seas were running high. The weather was cold and bleak, the skies dark and foreboding. As the eminent British sailor Captain James Cook observed the Washington coastline from his ship, HMS Resolution, he no doubt felt weary from the many years of exploration he had performed for his government. Although he was only fifty years old, this latest expedition to find the fabled “Northwest Passage” was Cook’s third extensive voyage in ten years. On his previous journeys Cook had logged well over one hundred thousand miles and at the same time gained the respect and admiration of his government.




  At this very moment, on the other side of the continent, the ancestors of the people who would one day make their homes in this vast western wilderness that Cook was viewing were fighting his own countrymen in the American Revolution. Since Cook had left England on July 12, 1776, just eight days after the signing of the Declaration of Independence by the American colonies, he probably knew very little at all about the progress of the war.




  Cook had sighted the North American landmass some two weeks earlier when he reached the Oregon coastline from the Sandwich Islands, today’s Hawaiian chain. Searching for a harbor, he pointed the Resolution south toward California. Failing to find a suitable place to land, he turned his ship back north and skirted the Oregon and Washington coastlines. Cook wrote in his journal that the land was




  

    of a moderate height, though, in some places, it rises higher within. It was diversified with a great many rising grounds and small hills; many of which were entirely covered with tall, straight trees, and others, which were lower, and grew in spots like coppices; but the interspaces, and sides of many of the rising grounds, were clear.


  




  Cook’s journey up the coast was accompanied by snow and sleet. The captain was troubled that none of the straits that other explorers had reported to be present in these latitudes were visible. On March 22 he wrote in his journal, “it is in this very latitude where we now were that geographers have placed the pretended strait of Juan de Fuca.” Yet he was indeed in the neighborhood of the fabled strait, since he had just sighted and named Cape Flattery, which along with Vancouver Island guards the strait on its western end.




  Cook and his crew were not aware that the Strait of Juan de Fuca was not discovered by de Fuca at all. However, de Fuca, a Greek explorer sailing for the Spanish, had boasted that he found the famous Northwest Passage in 1592, and since that day most seafarers had assumed that the Greek had really sailed as far north as the strait. An Englishman, John Meares, actually discovered the entrance to Puget Sound in 1788, but out of respect for de Fuca, who he thought had been there two hundred years earlier, he named the waterway after the Greek captain.




  Other navigators had sailed along Washington’s coast before Cook. Just three years before, Bruno Heceta, a Spaniard, had skirted the Olympic Peninsula, and later, dropping south due to an Indian fight, he almost discovered the Columbia River. In his journal he noted a change in the color of the sea, and he suggested that it was due to a large body of water discharging into the Pacific. He continued:




  

    Having arrived opposite this bay at six in the evening, and placed the ship nearly midway between the two capes, I sounded and found bottom in four brazas [twenty-two feet]. The currents and eddies were so strong that, notwithstanding the press of sail, it was difficult to get out clear of the northern cape [Cape Disappointment], towards which the current ran, though its direction was eastward in consequence of the tide being at flood. These currents and eddies caused me to believe that the place is the mouth of some great river, or of some passage to another sea. Had I not been certain of the latitude of this bay . . . I might easily have believed it to be the passage discovered by Juan de Fuca in 1592. . . . I did not enter and anchor in this port . . . notwithstanding my strong desire to do so.


  




  Captain Cook did not linger along the Washington coast. Instead he continued northward up the coast of British Columbia to Alaska. Along the way he ran into several delegations of Northwest Coast Indians, who paddled out to meet him in huge dugout canoes, many of them elaborately carved. At the bow of one was “a singular head, which had a bird’s eye and bill, of an enormous size.” Cook’s crew traded with the Indians for sea otter skins that were “certainly softer and finer than that of any others we know of.”




  After sailing through the Bering Strait and exploring the Arctic Ocean, Cook turned southward and headed once again for the Sandwich Islands. It was there that the great navigator met his end. Cook’s remains were buried at sea on February 21, 1779.




  THE CLAIMING OF THE COLUMBIA 1792





  On April 17, 1792, George Vancouver made a mistake that helped shape the destiny of the Pacific Northwest. The British sea captain’s government had ordered him to meet with Spanish authorities about spheres of influence around the Nootka Islands. At the same time he was to determine whether any great river of the region emptied into the Pacific Ocean.




  In 1778 Vancouver’s countryman Captain James Cook had sailed right by the mouth of the Columbia River in his search for a Northwest Passage—a waterway connecting the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. A Spaniard, Bruno Heceta, thought he might have discovered the “great river” in 1775, but his crew was too sick with scurvy to investigate whether it was a river or a bay.




  As Vancouver steered his ship, HMS Discovery, past Cape Disappointment, he noted in his log that




  

    on the south side of the promontory was the appearance of an inlet or small river, the land behind not indicating it to be of any great extent; nor did it seem accessible for vessels of our burthen, as the breakers extended from the above point, two or three miles into the ocean, until they joined those on the beach nearly four leagues further south.




    The Sea had now changed from its natural, to river-coloured water; the probable consequences of some streams falling into the bay, or into the ocean to the north of it, through the low land. Not considering this opening worthy of more attention, I continued our pursuit to the N.W., being desirous of embracing the prevailing breeze.


  




  And so, in a masterstroke of miscalculation, Vancouver bypassed the mouth of the Columbia and left it for explorers from the United States to find.




  A few days later and only a few miles up the coastline, Vancouver encountered the ship Columbia, captained by Robert Gray. A Boston merchant, Gray had frequented these waters for several years, trading with the Indians for luxurious sea otter pelts. On an earlier trip he had distinguished himself by becoming the first American sea captain to sail around the world. His current trading mission had so far proved successful, despite trouble with Haida Indians in the Queen Charlotte Islands.




  Gray and Vancouver arranged to meet aboard one of their ships to discuss the mysterious river that Heceta had described. Gray admitted that he had tried to enter a likely looking inlet several weeks earlier, but to no avail. He also told Vancouver about an ocean inlet to the north, which Vancouver later explored and named Puget Sound after Peter Puget, a member of his crew. The two captains parted amicably.




  On May 11, 1792, Gray made his monumental discovery and described it in his log.




  

    At half past seven [p.m.], we were out clear of the bars and directed our course to the southward, along shore. . . . At four, a.m., saw the entrance of our desired port bearing east-south-east, distance six leagues. . . . At eight, a.m., being a little windward of the entrance of the Harbor, bore away, and run in east-north-east between the breakers, having from five to seven fathoms of water. When we were over the bar, we found this to be a large river of fresh water, up which we steered. . . . The entrance between the bars bore west-south-west, distant ten miles; the north side of the river a half mile distant from the ship; the south side of the same two and a half miles’ distance.


  




  Gray christened the river Columbia in honor of his ship. He and his crew spent the next several days exploring the mouth of the great stream and trading with the friendly Indians. John Boit was a fifth mate aboard the Columbia, and he left the following account of the ship’s encounter with the local people:




  

    The beach was lin’d with Natives, who ran along shore following the Ship. Soon after above 20 Canoes came off, and brought a good lot of Furs and Salmon, which last they sold two for a board Nail. The furs we likewise bought cheap, for Copper and Cloth. They appear’d to view the Ship with greatest astonishment and no doubt we was the first civilized people that they ever saw. . . . at length we arriv’d opposite to a large village, situate on the North side of the river about 5 leagues from the entrance. . . . The river at this place was about 4 miles over. We purchas’d 4 Otter Skins for a Sheet of Copper, Beaver Skins, 2 Spikes each, and other land furs, 1 Spike each.


  




  Gray found that the forests lining the Columbia River were rich in game and that the people were anxious to trade. According to Boit,




  

    The Indians are very numerous, and appear’d very civill (not even offering to steal). During our short stay we collected 150 Otter, 300 Beaver, and twice the Number of other land furs. The river abounds with excellent Salmon, and most other River fish, and the Woods with plenty of Moose and Dear, the skins of which was brought us in great plenty, and the Banks produces a ground Nut, which is an excellent substitute for either bread or Potatoes. We found plenty of Oak, Ash, and Walnut trees, and clear ground in plenty, which with little labour might be made fit to raise such seeds as is necessary for the sustenance of inhabitants.


  

OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
3t Bappened in Washington
James A. Crutchfield Third Edition
Remarkable Events That Shaped History






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.png
. SANVILEO]
NODI¥O T 5
N\ - Niva MIABOONVA
uason Lo
e A
it v
spunaNNay N “
\ S
™ NVZDO
, sy, SNDIVE
) < D1410Vd
v Sazy,
NISV g g, @VIINATO
VIigwn109 o
oHval e
@iy q
Saxv wnog VINSNINGd
o = S 2NKIO
ANVIOIS, 04 77y, ONOISTD) ¥,
5 g wrirg hy, 1
i 124 Ko,
sy Suer i
v miac 1
i} 1ivagg aaz0?
. . S va,
2 " o g
= NOLONIHSVA /, ‘®vmosoip "
3 P
3 ; o
puriss
ssanosuvy
e of o VISWNTOD HSILINE .
S ‘s






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png
TwWoDpOT*





