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Thanks to Kampgrounds of America (KOA) for facilitating this project and enabling families to enjoy the outdoors, however they choose to camp. Thanks also to the National Park Service, my camping-loving daughters Regina Foldes and Melanie Yemma for their suggestions, and all of the kids around the country who offered their input.






All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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1
 Hammock, RV, Tent, or Cabin
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Ready?

Ready to head outdoors to skip rocks in the river, hike in the woods, bike down a mountain trail, or sleep under the stars?

Who cares if you get dirty? Who cares if you wear the same T-shirt for three days? No wonder most kids love to go camping!

Find a campground anywhere in the country through a company like Kampgrounds of America (KOA, pronounced K-O-A) and choose from a range of sites to match your family’s style.

You can carry all your gear in a backpack and head into the wilderness.

If that sounds too hard, you can camp right near your car snuggling in a sleeping bag.

Sleep in a hammock strung between trees, in a tent, or outdoors under the stars. Swim in a lake, a river, or a campground pool. Soak in a natural hot spring or a campground hot tub.
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DID YOU KNOW?

There are lots of ways to camp besides in a tent. You can camp in an RV, a cabin, or under the stars, like many do in warm places such as the Grand Canyon. Some campgrounds, are more like resorts with swimming pools, hot tubs, shops, and organized kids’ activities.





A lot of families like to travel in an RV or use a camper they pull behind the car. Your parents can rent one to see if that would suit your camping style. You have a place to play when it rains, a comfy bed, bathroom, and plenty of room for all the toys and games you want to bring. Your mom and dad can make meals whenever you’re hungry because there’s a mini fridge and cooktop. And since the RV goes wherever you do, you’re never without your stuff, whether you need a rain jacket, a fleece, or a snack.

If your family members are camping newbies, you might want to go to a campground that has cabins. Some are pretty fancy!

Of course, the best part of camping is getting outdoors—hiking and fishing and biking, exploring national parks and famous and not-so-famous places. Here is your chance to climb to the top of a waterfall or explore a cave! Maybe you’ll catch dinner in a nearby river!
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A KOA MONTANA CAMPING KID SAYS:

“My favorite is to camp in a cabin because you still get to be outdoors while having a roof over your head.”

—KK, 12




[image: chpt_fig_004.jpg]


You’ll be having so much fun that you won’t miss TV, video games, or texting with your friends—not much anyway!

And when you’re done with your adventure of the day, you’ll still have lots of fun—playing cards, helping to cook over an open fire, racing around on your scooter or your bike, kicking around a soccer ball, playing catch, and telling scary stories around the campfire.

You’ll meet lots of other kids too, even from other countries. Maybe you can practice whatever language you are learning in school.

Does your family have a dog? Most families bring their pooches when they camp. Dogs love being outside as much as you do! Many bring cats too.


A COLORADO KID SAYS:

“You always get to meet kids at a campground.”

—Stella, 10
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What’s Cool? Doing something on a camping trip you’ve never done. Have you ever hiked to the top of a waterfall? Gone mountain biking?





What Do You See?

The night sky can be especially bright when you are camping. Check out the International Dark Sky Places Program (darksky.org) that designates lands that have really terrific starry nights. They include Arches National Park (nps.gov/arch) in Utah, Big Bend National Park (nps.gov/bibe) in Texas, and Joshua Tree National Park (nps.gov/jotr) in California.

You may see so many stars you’ll have trouble identifying the ones you know! Can you see:


	The Milky Way?sdjhafjkhsafjsdhfjh akjshfkjsadhfkjsdhfjsdh azhsdfjefhjksdhfc asjhfjkasfhjhsdfchsz

	A planet?

	A cluster of stars?

	A constellation?



Download an app to help, like the NASA app (nasa.gov/nasaapp) or one from SkySafari or SkyView Lite in the App Store. Binoculars always help too!
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DID YOU KNOW?

There are more than a million new campers every year. Are you one of them?











Learn the Lingo

You may be wondering if the campers you meet are speaking a different language, especially if you are new to camping. Here’s a KOA lingo list:


	
Bear canister: The National Park Service allows campers to use hard-sided containers only, such as bear canisters, for food storage.

	
Billy: A billy, or billy can, is small metal container used to boil water or cook food over a campfire. Billy cans typically have a handle on the top for convenient campfire cooking, but makeshift billy cans may also be made out of coffee cans or other metal containers. The billy originated in Australia and has since become a recognized symbol for bush culture.

	
Boondocking: Also called “dry camping,” boondocking is RV camping in remote campsites without electricity, water, or sewer hookups.

	
Carabiner: A metal clip with a spring gate that campers use to clip a water bottle to a backpack. They come in all sorts of colors!

	
Dome: Dome is one of the most common tent shapes with lightweight aluminum tent poles.

	
Full hookup: RV campsites that are described as “full hookup” sites will have access to the campground’s electric, water, and sewer supplies. KOA is known for these sites.

	
Hula skirt: When traveling on rocky or dusty roads, RVs can kick up a lot of debris and stones. A hula skirt can be attached to the rear bumper of an RV to prevent this debris from hitting vehicles behind the trailer.

	
Guylines: Guylines are cables used to add stability to tents; they can be attached to the rain fly and then staked to the ground or tied to nearby trees.

	
Potable: Potable water is drinking water that is safe to consume without any other treatment.
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DID YOU KNOW?

A cairn is a small stack of rocks that may be used to mark a trail. Cairns are often used in areas where there are no trees. The term cairn comes from the Gaelic for “heap of stones.” Cairns have been used around the world to guide explorers and mark trails throughout history. But don’t build your own, as it can disturb the surrounding area.






	
Rig: This is what campers call RVs.

	
Slide-out: Some RVs have slide-outs that can be pushed out to expand the available living space and then retracted when traveling.

	
Snowbird: Snowbird is a term used to describe RVers who head south in the winter to escape colder weather up north. Many KOA campgrounds are open year-round across the country, so campers can migrate to any climate they want to enjoy the winter.

	
Toy hauler: A toy hauler is an RV that can carry motorcycles, ATVs, and other big outdoor “toys.”

	
Underbelly: The floor surface or underside of an RV is often called the underbelly. The RV underbelly includes water hoses, pipes, and other valves. In the winter, RVers who hope to keep using their RV often add protective material to the underbelly.









Tell the Adults: KOA Locations

Families these days say they camp for the chance to get the kids outdoors, rather than because it is the most inexpensive lodging option. During the pandemic, many families have opted for RVs and cabins so they have private bathrooms and cooking facilities.

Many campgrounds these days, in fact, are more like hotels and vacation resorts with pools, mini golf, organized activities, on-site grocery stores, coffee bars, restaurants, and shuttles into town. You can rent a cabin or park your RV if you don’t want to tent camp. Many also offer services to connect you with locals, whether you want to go mountain biking or river rafting, or take an off-road jeep tour.

There are more than 500 KOA locations across North America— you can find one in nearly any state and Canada! KOA is the world’s largest system of open-to-the-public campgrounds, with camping options any family can make their own.

KOA Journey campgrounds, located near major highways and byways of North America, are designed for convenience with long pull-thru RV sites. These campgrounds make it easy for stopovers to your final destination with well-lit night registration and robust RV supplies.
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DID YOU KNOW?

The first KOA campground was founded on the banks of the Yellowstone River in Billings, Montana, in 1964. The campground and the corporate office are still located there today.






A KOA MONTANA CAMPING KID SAYS:

“My favorite way to camp is in a tent because it’s easier to enjoy camping when you are in nature all the time!”

—Jaden, 12
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KOA Holidays are an ideal place to relax and play with plenty to do and amenities and services like pools and jumping pillows. Enjoy the outdoor experience even more with upgraded RV sites with a KOA Patio® and deluxe cabins with full baths for camping in comfort. A 250-square-foot-plus KOA Patio site comes equipped with outdoor furniture, a fire pit or fire ring, and a grill. There’s no better place to wake up and enjoy a cup of coffee with the sunrise.

And for your pooch, KampK9® dog parks provide a fenced area with cleanup stations, fresh water, and, in some cases, dedicated areas for large and small dogs. These are great places where your pup can play off-leash.

KOA Resorts are your recreation destinations. With resort-style pools, activity directors, and food service, you’ll never have to leave the campground. These campgrounds also have RV sites and deluxe cabins with a KOA Patio®. From diamond mines to palm trees, each KOA Resort has the quality amenities and services adults rely on with their own theme that brings them to life.







Staying Safe in a Campground

Kids like camping because their parents will give them more freedom to explore a campground than they might at a hotel. But you still need to follow certain rules to stay safe:


	Ask permission before wandering away from your campsite.

	Practice “what if” you get lost with your parents or can’t reach them.

	You probably have your parents’ cell phone numbers in your phone, if you have one. But you may not always have good cell service when you are camping. Keep their numbers on a card with you, just in case.

	If you can’t reach them, look for someone in a uniform to help you.
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CAMPGROUND TIP

At KOA Campgrounds, you always know the staff because they wear yellow!






What’s Cool? Playing music around the campfire. Don’t forget a harmonica!









DID YOU KNOW?

The number of RVers has more than doubled in the past few years. A lot more people tried RVing during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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A MAINE KID SAYS:

“We go camping at state parks and other places. I like it best if there is a pool or especially a lake so we can go swimming and fishing and kayaking.”

—Mike, 14
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WELCOME TO THE CAMPSITE!
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