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ADVANCE PRAISE FOR
SO YOU THINK YOU’RE A NEW YORK METS FAN?

“Brett does an incredible job taking even the most ardent Mets fan down memory lane. I loved reading about the history of the club as told through various players’ careers. The questions were awesome and will make great conversation! For me it’s a must have for the serious Mets fan.”

—Howard Johnson, All-Star third baseman

“This book is sure to challenge even the most knowledgeable Mets fan! It spans the six decades of the franchise’s history, ensuring that there is something for everyone. It’s a great read and a lot of fun.”

—Doug Flynn, Gold Glove second baseman


INTRODUCTION

Sports fans and trivia go together as well as just about any analogy you can think of. Sports is about names, numbers, games, seasons, stats, and—most importantly—history. For diehards, it is a badge of honor to be able to stump your buddy, your mom or dad, or the guy you’re sitting next to at a ballgame.

Mets fans, of course, are no different. There have been trivia books about the blue and orange in the past, each with its own set of challenging questions. However, this book will hopefully take Mets trivia to the next level. It’s not always just about the question and the answer for the true fan, but the story behind the answer. How it happened, why it happened, and—sometimes most importantly—can it happen again? We all remember the big games and big names, but we need trivia questions to keep ourselves sharp when it comes to our team.

I once had someone question my status as a true Mets fan, asking me who the pitchers were for the 1969 world championship team, which by the way was one year before I was born. He said something like, “I know you will know Seaver and Koosman, everyone knows them, but who were the others?” As he looked at me, almost gleefully, I was careful not to take even a deep breath. I didn’t want him to think I really needed to give it much thought. When I immediately replied, “Gary Gentry was their number three and Don Cardwell and Jim McAndrew rounded out the rotation,” he looked stunned. He then said to me, “Ha, but you forgot Jon Matlack.” I said, “Ha, no I didn’t,” knowing full well Matlack did not arrive to the Mets until 1971 and was actually part of the 1973 pennant winner. So be wary of those “know-it-all” fans who might ask questions that they themselves don’t know the answers to! Turns out, that guy was a Yankees fan—different team, different book.

The Mets have one of the strongest fan bases in all of sports and they take their baseball—and their knowledge about their team—very seriously.

Former infielder Doug Flynn, who came to the Mets in the most controversial trade in franchise history—the deal that sent future Hall of Famer Tom Seaver to Cincinnati for four young players—summed up Mets fans very well: “If you keep your mouth shut, play hard, and own up to your mistakes, you won’t have any trouble with Mets fans. They are purists of the game.”

Because the Mets have only been a team for fifty-plus years, as opposed to a team like the New York Yankees, who have been around since 1903, their fans almost feel like they have been around for as long as the team itself. The truth his, however, that the Mets—having now been around for more than half a century—really do span generations. Younger Mets fans might not be able to handle the questions from the 1960s or 1970s or even the 1980s, but the nice thing about this book is that every era of Mets baseball is explored. The real hardcore fan will appreciate gaining new knowledge about the earlier teams.

While putting this book together, I was fortunate to speak to people who are close to the Mets, as well as some former players. The unique perspective they were able to give me really gives this book a lot of flavor and I am so thankful that they were willing to be involved with this project. One of my favorite interviews was with Doug Flynn, who I mentioned earlier. Despite coming to New York under very difficult circumstances, Flynn has terrific memories of his time here and of the friendships he made along the way. He shared an exchange he had with Pete Rose, his teammate in Cincinnati, who broke the news to him about the trade to the Mets just minutes after it happened:

“Two days before the trade, it was in the Cincinnati papers that I was untouchable and that I wasn’t going anywhere,” said Flynn, who was a light-hitting, slick-fielding second baseman who, at the time, had played parts of only three seasons in the majors. “Someone had heard on the radio in the dugout that the trade had been made and they told Pete Rose, who was on the field. In between innings, Rose came into the dugout and sat down next to me.”

“I looked at him and said, ‘I’m gone?’,” Flynn asked Rose.

“Yeah,” Rose replied.

“Where am I going?”

“New York.”

“Huh, which one?”

“You’re going to the Mets.”

“Really, who for?”

“Tom Seaver.”

“Straight up?”

“Not hardly.”

Luckily for Flynn, he was able to keep that sense of humor during his time in New York—a time when the Mets averaged ninety-seven losses a year. “I have great memories of my time in New York. We didn’t win a whole lot, but I always appreciated Mets fans, and I was very fortunate to play in New York.”

Whether you best-remember guys like Flynn and his teammates from the 1970s, the lovable—and then championship—Mets of the 1960s, the hard-nosed worst-to-first teams from the 1980s, the teams from the 1990s and 2000s, or the current crop of players, there are questions in this book for you. Not just your run-of-the-mill stat questions, but good, thought-provoking questions. There are questions that have answers right up through the end of the 2016 season, so this book is in not an out-of-date, historical account. All Mets fans know that when the Mets made the playoffs in 2016, it was only the second time in their history that the Mets made the postseason in back-to-back seasons. Well, you should know that! But what if you were asked to name some of the most “colorful” Mets of all time? Guys like Vic Black, Andrew Brown, Shawn Green, Tim Redding, and Rick White? Not to mention Henry Blanco? OK, enough of this, let’s get this thing going.

This book is divided into four sections—the Early Innings, which will be Rookie Level questions; the Middle Innings, which will be Veteran Level questions; the Late Innings, which will be All-Star Level questions; and finally, Extra Innings, which will have the Hall of Fame Level questions. These are really for the expert Mets fan. So have some fun, and if you don’t know some of the answers, that’s fine. Those will be the questions you use to stump your buddy. Now, let’s Play Ball!


1

EARLY INNINGS

ROOKIE LEVEL


EARLY INNINGS

ROOKIE LEVEL

OK, rook, it’s time to get started on this long journey of Mets trivia. In reality, since fans come from different generations, what is an easy question for one diehard might be a harder one for another. You may remember facts from the early years, but younger fans in your family might have the newer ones covered. So feel free to have fun with this book with fellow Mets fans. This is all good fun, though, so do your best. This first group of questions are the easiest.

  1   Who was the first-ever batter for the Mets? Answer on page 8.

  2   Match these Mets to their nickname. Answer on page 10.








	1. Rusty Staub
	A: The Stork



	2. Noah Syndergaard
	B: The Hammer



	3. Edgardo Alfonzo
	C: Thor



	4. George Theodore
	D: Le Grand Orange



	5. John Milner
	E: Fonzie





  3   Who slugged his 99th career homer against Jacob deGrom and the Mets, and his 100th career homer as a member of the Mets in 2016? Answer on page 12.

  4   Which Mets star pitcher holds the major-league record for making the most opening-day starts? (Note: Not all of them came when he was a member of the Mets.) Answer on page 13.

  5   The Mets have won 100 or more games in a season three times. Name the seasons. Answer on page 14.

  6   In 1997, the Mets and Yankees played against each other in a regular season game for the first time. The Mets defeated the reigning world champions by a score of 6–0. Who was the winning pitcher? Answer on page 15.

  7   Who is the Mets’ all-time leader in triples and stolen bases? Answer on page 16.

  8   Which player never played third base for the Mets?

a.   Hubie Brooks

b.   Gary Carter

c.   Mackey Sasser

d.   Kevin Mitchell

e.   Rafael Santana

Answer on page 19.

  9   Three Mets have been members of the 30-30 club (30 home runs and 30 stolen bases in a single season). However, who is the only Mets player who accomplished that feat an amazing three times? Answer on page 21.

10   The cover of the Mets’ 1969 official yearbook featured the disembodied heads of Tom Seaver, Jerry Koosman, and their All-Star batterymate. Who was he? Answer on page 27.

11   Which two players hold the Mets’ record for most extra-base hits in a single season? Answer on page 28.

12   The cover of the Mets’ 1982 official yearbook featured the caricatures of which two men along with the headline: By George, We’ve Got It! Answer on page 29.

13   Who was the first Met to win a Silver Slugger award? Answer on page 31.

14   Which relief pitcher has appeared in the most games in Mets history? Answer on page 32.

15   When Tom Seaver was traded to the Cincinnati Reds in 1977, the Mets received pitcher Pat Zachry, second baseman Doug Flynn, outfielder Steven Henderson, and which outfield prospect? Answer on page 33.

16   What was the most lopsided shutout victory in the history of the franchise? Answer on page 35.

17   Who was on deck for the Mets when the ball squirted through Bill Buckner’s legs in Game Six of the 1986 World Series? Answer on page 37.

18   Who made the final out in Johan Santana’s no-hitter? Answer on page 39.

19   In the 1986 music video “Let’s Go Mets Go,” comedian Joe Piscopo appears in the Mets dugout treating the real-life Mets as bobblehead dolls. Piscopo goes down the bench, tapping Howard Johnson, Bob Ojeda, Rick Aguilera, and Kevin Mitchell. But which one-time Mets All-Star gets up and tackles Piscopo when his head is tapped? Answer on page 40.

20   OK, you have almost completed the Rookie Level of our trivia and are almost ready to advance to the Veteran Level questions. As I said, though, almost. At the end of every chapter of this book, you will need to complete a two-part Name Those Mets question. For each of these, we will be looking for teammates. You will be given five clues. However, the fewer the clues you need, the bigger the Mets fan you really are. The format is similar to the old game show, Name That Tune, which ran on television from 1953 to 1959 and again from 1974 to 1981.

On Name That Tune, contestants were asked to name a song in the fewest number of piano notes, after being given verbal clues. Name Those Mets will be played in a similar fashion. You will be given five clues, however, you can attempt to answer the question as soon as you think you know it. In other words, if you only need four, or three, or even fewer clues, go ahead and Name Those Mets. Let’s just see how big of a Mets fan you really are. Remember, we will end each chapter this way. It is how you can truly advance to the next level.

Since this is the end of your rookie season, we will start it off pretty easy. Don’t expect the Name Those Mets questions in the next three chapters to be such gimmees. Here we go, Name Those Mets! Remember, we are looking for teammates.

CLUE #1: We are both infielders who made our major-league debuts in 1974, but teamed up for the ’86 Mets.

CLUE #2: If you add our uniform numbers together, you would come up with thirty-nine.

CLUE #3: We were both team leaders and well-respected members of the ’86 championship team.

CLUE #4: One of us has our first name, and one of us has our last name—start with the letter “K.”

CLUE #5: We both ended our careers with an American League team.

You probably didn’t need all five of those clues. However, whether you did or didn’t need all the clues, hopefully you are ready to give your answer and move on to Veteran Level.

Answer on page 42.


ROOKIE LEVEL—ANSWERS

1 On April 11, 1962, a brand new franchise—the New York Mets—took the field against the St. Louis Cardinals and starting pitcher Larry Jackson. Leading off the game for the Mets was center fielder Richie Ashburn—a future Hall of Famer.

Ashburn had been purchased during the offseason from the Chicago Cubs. Ashburn had spent the 1960 and 1961 seasons with the Cubs, but it was with the Philadelphia Phillies that Ashburn had carved out his Hall of Fame plaque.

From 1948 to 1959, Ashburn was a four-time All-Star outfielder. In 1958, Ashburn had 215 hits—including a league-leading 13 triples—and led the National League in batting average (.350), on-base percentage (.440), walks (97), and plate appearances (725).

By 1962, Ashburn had the name recognition that the Mets were looking for. He, along with Gil Hodges, was part of the the Mets’ sales pitch.

On Opening Day in 1962, at St. Louis’s Busch Stadium, Ashburn led off against Jackson in front of 16,147 fans. The result? Ashburn hit a fly ball to St. Louis center fielder Curt Flood and the Mets franchise was underway.

[image: image]

Richie Ashburn batted .306 and was an All-Star in 1962, his last season in the majors. AP Photo.

Ashburn finished the night going 1-for-5 and scoring a run in the Mets’ 11–4 loss. For the season—the last of Ashburn’s career—he batted .306 in 135 games and was named the team’s Most Valuable Player as well as its first All-Star Game representative.

“I was voted the best player on the worst major-league team ever assembled,” Ashburn jokingly told Joe Durso of The New York Times. “And I never knew quite how to take that, whether I was being complimented or not.”

2 1–D, 2–C, 3–E, 4–A, 5–B

This multiple-choice question really spans all six decades of the Mets’ existence.

Rusty Staub, who played for the Mets from 1972 to 1975 and then again from 1981 to 1985, got his “second” nickname of Le Grand Orange from the fans in Montreal, where he played before coming to the Mets for the first time. It’s derivation, of course, could be seen the second he took off his baseball cap. The Montreal fans fell in love with Staub, not just for his playing ability, but because he took the time to learn French. His was hugely popular there—despite only playing north of the border for four seasons—and his uniform number 10 was retired by the Expos, who went on to become the Washington Nationals. Of course, Daniel Joseph Staub’s most well-known nickname is Rusty.

Noah Syndergaard is the most recent Met of this group, of course. He received his nickname early on in his career because of his larger-than-life size and his flowing blond locks. The resemblance between the Mets’ powerful arm and that of the superhero is actually uncanny. On certain days, Syndergaard even appears to have the brute strength of Thor, especially when his fastball hits 100-plus.

[image: image]

Mets ace Noah Syndergaard truly embodies the nickname, Thor. Photo courtesy of the National Baseball Hall of Fame Library.

There’s a really good chance that Edgardo Alfonzo has never seen an episode of Happy Days and may or may not know about the famous sitcom biker that was portrayed by actor Henry Winkler in the 1970s. No matter—Alfonzo’s nickname of Fonzie was simply an organic result of his name. And for a short time in Flushing, the Mets’ Fonzie was about as cool as a player could be. In 1999 and again in 2000, Alfonzo hit over .300 and had a total of 52 home runs and 202 runs batted in. In 1999, he won the Silver Slugger Award at second base in the National League with his .304 average, while in 2000 he was selected to his only All-Star game.

George Theodore is likely less known to younger Mets fans, but those who remember the 1970s’ versions of the franchise certainly remember The Stork. Theodore was not a particularly good player, hitting just .219 during his two seasons with the Mets in 1973 and ’74. He might be best known for two things—a zany personality and an outfield collision with teammate Don Hahn during which Theodore was badly injured. He got his nickname because he stood 6-foot-4, not all that tall by today’s standards. Still, the Stork is very fondly remembered by Mets fans and indeed he was on hand in 2008 when the Mets closed down their beloved Shea Stadium.

Then, there was John Milner—simply known as The Hammer. Of course, Milner was no Hank Aaron, but he did grow up idolizing the slugger, and was more than happy to have a nickname played off of Hammerin’ Hank. He did show power early on in his career with the Mets, but finished his career with just 131 homers.

3 The only thing that would have made this question and answer more poetic would be if James Loney’s milestone clout had given Jacob deGrom a win. Instead, rotation mate Noah Syndergaard benefitted.

When the Mets acquired Loney in early 2016, they were desperate. Lucas Duda had gone down with a long-term back injury and there was no one on the roster suited to play every day over the long haul. So after trying players such as Eric Campbell at first base, the Mets made their move. It was low risk, and—as it turned out—high reward.

At the time the Mets came calling, Loney was playing well—but really rotting away—with the San Diego Padres’ AAA affiliate in El Paso. He was hitting .342 and for the Mets, he was worth a flyer. Plus, all the Mets had to send the Padres was cash—and not a lot of it.

Less than a week later, Loney squared off against Mike Dunn of the Miami Marlins. With the game tied 2–2 in the top of the seventh, Wilmer Flores led off with a walk, bringing up the veteran hitter. Loney ripped a Dunn delivery deep into the right-field seats giving the Mets a 4–2 lead and—more importantly—giving Loney his milestone bomb.

Never a power hitter, Loney’s smile as he approached home plate gave him away—being back in the majors was clearly a lot more fun than playing in El Paso.

4 Tom Seaver pitched in the major leagues for 20 seasons. He was the opening-day starter for his team in 16 of those seasons—an incredible honor. It is not hard to understand why. Seaver was always the ace, whether he was pitching for the Mets, or the Reds—the two teams he played for the longest.

Seaver’s first opening day was not his rookie year. In 1967, Seaver actually started the second game of the season, lasting just 5 2/3 innings—and hitting two batters—in an eventual win against the Pittsburgh Pirates. Seaver’s 16–13 record that season, however, was good enough to make him the opening-day starter in 1968. That was the beginning of ten straight opening-day starts for the man, appropriately enough, known as The Franchise. Seaver’s record in those ten starts was six wins and no losses. The Mets won one of the four non-decisions for Seaver in those games.

Following his trade to the Cincinnati Reds, Seaver would start three of the next four seasons for the Reds—1978, 1979, and 1981. He returned to the Mets for the 1983 season and pitched the opener against the Philadelphia Phillies, for his fourteenth opening-day start. It seemed that Seaver would not get too many more opportunities to start a season, considering he was past his best years. However, there were still two more openers to go for Tom Terrific.

In his quest for 300 victories, Seaver—at the age of forty—began the 1985 season for the Chicago White Sox … and won. He received the same honor for the White Sox in 1986, giving him a record sixteen opening-day starts. Likely one of the lesser-known records that will never be matched.

5 In the Mets’ first two seasons, they were only able to win a combined 91 games. So the thought of winning 100 games in a season was slightly less than a pipe dream for the Mets and their fans. However, 1969 was a season when many pipe dreams were answered—and the Mets won 100 ballgames. Slightly less likely than having a man walk on the moon, still, both events occurred in the same year. The 1969 Mets went on to parlay their 100–62 record into a National League East crown, and an eventual world championship.
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