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“Doubt not therefore, sir, but that angling is an art, and an art worth your learning.”

—Piscator, in The Compleat Angler, 1653


 “There is no short cut, no quick and easy way to become a successful fisherman. I’ve met men who think so. But then these fellows never fished. Talk to the man with the full stringer and you’ll find out fishing ‘luck’ is really not luck as much as it is knowing how and when and where to fish.”

—Dick Kotis, who was President of Fred Arbogast Co., makers of the famed Jitterbug and other legendary lures.



 “ . . . But I know many tricks and I have resolution.”

—The Old Man, in Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea, Scribners, 1952





[image: e9781602396890_i0002.jpg]


Introduction

LAMAR UNDERWOOD

Somewhere along the way, “tips” have left many folks with a bad taste in their mouths. They have been burned by tips, ending up buying the wrong stocks and mutual funds; seeing the wrong doctors and dentists; driving the “garage queen” SUVs; and spending their hard-earned vacations at Destination Disaster. That’s to say nothing of heeding the tom-toms and chants urging them to buy products they don’t really need or that don’t really work.

Fishing tips are different. They are always out there, and, it would seem, we’re pretty much always ready to lend an ear and hear the latest on the creek where the trout are as long as your leg; the lure so deadly you have to tie it on while hiding it from the murderous eyes of nearby fish, least risk a collision with the hurtling body of a prowling bass; the knot so strong you could tow the Queen Mary with it; and the deft retrieving motion that turns a tiny topwater lure into a creeping, crawling, wounded tidbit no predator can resist.

You might say, with considerable bite and accuracy, that this editor has had his proper turn at bat as a tip-provider. As a former editor-in-chief of both Sports Afield and Outdoor Life, in addition to other publications, and as a writer of both magazine articles and books on fishing, with the help of my collaborating publishers I have sent countless numbers of tips, dancing and singing and begging to be taken, under noses of readers. Some of them must have gotten a few strikes, or I would have been fired. Editors do not remain editors very long when their products are ignored.

Despite their sometimes tawdry reputations, fishing tips keep coming along with enough promises to attract the attention of anglers—while at the same time allowing editors to keep their jobs. This particular fusillade of tips, however (and if 1001 isn’t a fusillade, there never will be one), has been unleashed by this editor neither to test the strength of the marketplace nor to provide temporary employment. My goal is much more selfish, a deep personal desire to get more fun out of my fishing by spreading the word on ways to be successful.

There is a great quote from the legendary naturalist and nature-story writer Ernest Thompson Seton. One of his characters says, “Because I have known the agonies of thirst, I would dig a well so that others might drink.” While not catching fish cannot be reasonably compared to the “agonies of thirst,” the state of mind where one reaches out to others with a helping hand has rewarded generations of anglers. And now that I find myself fishing the “Seniors Creek,” I have discovered, along with multitudes of my limping, gray-haired colleagues, that one can enjoy the catches and fishing pleasures of other anglers with all the joy and fervor of one’s own—even more-so when you’re in the boat or on the stream with a partner and see their smiles produced by trying one of your tricks or suggestions.

So confident am I of the tips presented in this book that I can anticipate the smiles and joy they are going to bring. Not every one of them will work; I know that. But so many of them will bring new fun to your fishing that I am already enjoying the idea of your success. I wish we could be in a boat or on a stream together when you try them. That not being possible, I present the best tricks, tackle, destinations, and information sources I have found that will help you catch more fish. Some of them, I can honestly say, will change the way you fish forever.

Sometimes the tip I have for you will be a certain lure, other times ways to fish certain lures. There will be tips on rewarding Web sites and tips on destinations. You’ll find tips on every knot you need, plus ways to get help tying them. There are all kinds of tips about the habits of gamefish, and even lots of useful tips on the habits of your fellow anglers that will enable you to outfish them.

Saltwater anglers will especially be interested in a special section of tips from legendary angler and flats guide Stu Apte. A true pioneer of flats fishing from the sport’s fledgling days when he guided Joe Brooks, Curt Gowdy, Ted Williams, and many others (between flying jets for PanAm), Stu is still a familiar sight in flats boats today and ranks as a true Hall of Fame angler with his big-fish records and guiding experience. He grew up in the Florida Keys, has lived there all his life between flying U.S. Navy fighters and Pan Am 747s, and still lives there now—with journeys to the Rocky Mountain high country for trout. A long-time friend, Stu did me a great honor when he agreed to write a foreword for this book.

It’s coming up right now, and leaves me nothing else to say about what’s ahead except, “Good luck, and good fishing wherever you are!”

—Lamar Underwood, March, 2010





Foreword

STU APTE

In the mountain man movie Jeremiah Johnson, the storekeeper who sold Johnson his gear for trapping answers Johnson’s question on where he should go to start trapping critters whose skins he can sell. The man tells Johnson: “Ride due west to the sunset. Turn left at the Rocky Mountains.”

Johnson thanks him and rides on . . . and within a week is a starving pilgrim.

That’s not much of a tip the man gave Johnson, is it? Tips are like that. If I said to you, “Fishing is usually better early in the morning or late in the afternoon,” that would be a tip. And certainly true. Pretty empty tip, though—and that’s the way many “tips” turn out to be.

To qualify for a “tip” in my boat, the advice has to be something that can actually effect the way you fish. And bring more fun to your fishing. I deliberately said can, instead of will. Because no tip, no matter how good it is, is going to work every time you go out. The world of fishing is mostly gray, not black and white.

Want to know what kind of tip I respect sounds like? I’ll show you a couple: 1) Before wading into a trout stream or river and casting to midstream, fish the water close to the bank. Otherwise you’ll be wading into fish and spooking them; 2) The best time of the year to catch a big tarpon is April in the lower Florida Keys, within three days of each side of a full moon and new moon; 3) In largemouth bass water, if your cast to a stump or a shadowy pocket lands 2 or 3 feet away from the target, it’s a wasted cast.

Those are tips you can do something with—two tips that will help you catch more fish and another tip that could start you planning a successful trip. Those are my kind of tips. Starting when I was a kid using a safety pin and thread to catch shiners, to my trips today for just about everything that swims, I have always been a passionate angler with the goal of catching fish. Yes, I enjoy all the gifts of Mother Nature while I’m on the water—the dawns and sunsets, the birds we see and hear, the forests in bloom or aflame with color. They are all part of my fishing day, but, frankly, they are not enough for me. I want to catch fish. When I fail to do that—and, believe me, I’ve had my share of days I’ve been skunked or nearly skunked—I’m not a happy camper.

I know all about those days when you come in and manage to say, with a half-baked grin accompanying your words: “Well, they just weren’t biting today, but it sure was great out there on the water.” Yeah . . . sure. I got a boat ride, or a hike in the woods, but not many fish, or even any fish.

If you have this book in your hands because you want to put more fun into your fishing day by catching more fish, or if you’re a beginner out to learn the ropes, you will not be disappointed by the many tips you’ll be hearing here. Whether you’re a bass angler with a super-rigged boat and interested in tournaments, or a bank-sitter with a long pole out for crappie, or a spinning or fly fisher wading the flats for bonefish, the tips pulled together by Lamar Underwood will be like a coach sending you into the game with a new play to run. And some of those plays are going to pay off—big time!—with better catches and more fun.
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Lamar Underwood has been a good friend and one of my most trusted editors since the early 1970s when he was editor of Sports Afield. (As a Pan American 747 pilot, I once obtained permission for him to ride in the cockpit jump seat on one of my flights.) Lamar has always been an aviation buff and wrote about that experience in his “Adventures in Editing” columns. Then, and later as Editor of Outdoor Life and with other magazines, Lamar has guided a great deal of my editorial output through publication. He most certainly helped guide my memoir, the book Of Wind And Tides, into being the great read that it is now. I know from personal experience that attaining reward for the readers has been Lamar’s highest priority and life’s great work. In addition to his magazine work, he has edited many books and is a good writer himself, as you will see here.

Despite our friendship and long working relationship, Lamar and I have never fished together. Some sort of bad luck always seemed to interfere with the trips we wanted to do. We did, however, hunt quail together on a fantastic trip in the mountains of Arizona with the late Pete Brown, who was shooting editor of Sports Afield for so many years.

My years of leaning on a push-pole as a guide on the Florida flats, with the good fortune of fishing virtually all over the world while piloting for Pan Am, have presented me with countless occasions to give other anglers some good tips and advice on improving their fishing. Those occasions, when the things I’ve learned and shared with others—particularly youngsters—have brought them great joy and have been as much fun to me as fishing myself. I feel the same way now about introducing you to these pieces of fishing wisdom. I wish I could see the smile that’s going to be on your face when you’re trying one of these tips and your rod goes into a big, trembling loop. Because that’s what’s going to happen, All you have to do is to keep this book close at hand so that you can dip into it from time to time—then go out and run one of the new plays the coach has for you. They work! I guarantee it!

—Stu Apte, The Florida Keys, March, 2010





PART ONE

BEFORE YOU GO ...
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CHAPTER 1


Reflections on Angling: Inspiration and Information You Can Use



1. Best Fishing Tip Ever Heard

“There is only one theory about angling in which I have perfect confidence, and this is that the two words, least appropriate to any statement about it, are the words ‘always’ and ‘never.’”

—Lord Grey of Fallodon, 1899, as referenced in the book, The Trout Fisherman’s Bedside Book, by Arthur R. Macdougall, Jr., 1963




2. Confidence: Fishing’s Great Leveler

“The man who consistently catches fish knows that each cast will get a strike. If, by some mystery, it doesn’t, he is equally confident that the new one will. Consequently he makes each cast a little better, fishes it out a little more carefully, and puts a little more effort into the manipulation of his fly or lure. The line between catching fish and not catching them is often very thin.”

—Ted Trueblood, Field & Stream, February 1961, “Faith, Hope, and Success”




3. The Thing About Fishing Is . . .

Some years ago I wrote something in a magazine article that I’m still proud of remembering after many years. I said that the thing about fishing is that on any given day, things can happen that you will remember the rest of your life. Events like that don’t happen on most days of our lives. But they can—and they do!—when we go fishing.
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1970 and is still available today. One remark by Dr. Henshall has become one of the most often quoted in all angling literature. “I consider him (the Black Bass), inch for inch and pound for pound, the gamest fish that swims. The royal Salmon and the lordly Trout must yield the palm to a Black Bass of equal weight.” The italics are used where Dr. Henshall placed them. Although a great many of today’s anglers would agree with Dr. Henshall, many others would be ready to put up an argument for fish like tarpon, bonefish, bluefish, even bluegills. Don’t forget: Dr. Henshall said “inch for inch, pound for pound.” That leaves room for a lot of argument.




4. It’s Not Just Luck

It happens all the time: two men in a boat, one keeps catching fish, the other doesn’t, even though they’re using the same lures or bait. The reason may not be luck, as Grits Gresham explains in his Complete Book of Bass Fishing (1966): “It may be the way he casts, how he retrieves, or even the way he has the lure attached to his line.”




5. One to Remember

Give a man a fish, and you have given him a meal. Teach a man to fish, and you have given him a lifetime of meals.

—Old Proverb




6. A Creed for Visiting Anglers

“If, like so many of us, you have to do your fishing away from home, do not forget that you are a stranger and that you are coming among those who have lived there all their lives, and their fathers before them, and who regard you as an invader of something which they look upon as their own. Be courteous, offend no prejudices, and when you have the opportunity, perform little actions of kindness.”

—The legendary English writer John Waller Hills in his classic book A Summer on the Test (1924, republished in later editions)




7. Time to Go Fishing

“Son . . . when your heart is sick and you got some thinking to do, there ain’t no substitute for a boat and a fish pole. Water eases the mind, soothes the eyes, calms the nerves, and you can always eat the fish.”

—The Old Man, in Robert Ruark’s The Old Man and the Boy, Field & Stream (1953)




8. Fishing Knowledge Simplified

“Ninety percent of all fishing knowledge is local knowledge.”

—Lefty Kreh




9. The “Fightinist” Quote About the “Gamest” Fish

Dr. J.A. Henshall’s Book of the Black Bass, first published in 1881, is an icon in American bass fishing, so much so that it was republished by the Bass Anglers Sportsman Society (B.A.S.S.) in




10. Why a Fishing “Rod” Is Not a “Pole”

“A thoroughly good and well-balanced rod is the angler’s especial joy and pride. A true and tried rod of graceful proportions and known excellence, which has been the faithful companion on so many a jaunt . . . I doubt if rifle, shot-gun or fowling-piece ever becomes so dear and near to the sportsman as the rod to the angler, for the rod really becomes a part of himself, as it were, through which he feels every motion of the fish when hooked, and which, being in a measure under the control of his will, and responsive to the slightest motion of his wrist, seems to be imbued with an intelligence almost life-like.”

—James A. Henshall, MD, Book of the Black Bass, 1881, republished and available today from B.A.S.S.




11. A Tip on Staying Young

“Time may alter the kind or quantity of angling we do, but it never ends our opportunity. The old man casting over a darkening pool and the white-haired lady watching her sand-spiked rod nod to the surf are only variations to the little boy who once chased suckers in the shallows or the little girl who collected shells along the beach.”

—George Reiger, A Single Step, The Gigantic Book of Fishing Stories, edited by Nick Lyons, Skyhorse Publishing, 2007




12. The Call of the River

“Once I got hooked on these ’ol river bream, I gave up the bass. Now if I’ve got water moving under me, I’m happy. Sometimes, if it gets too long since I’ve been on the river, I’ll sit on the toilet and flush a few times, just to make myself feel better.”

—Angler Ron Morris, in the article “1000 Miles of Panfish,” by T. Edward Nickens, Field & Stream, March 2008




13. The Reason Why

“Some people will tell you that the point of fishing is to escape from daily worries, so if the fish do not cooperate, who cares? (I care.) People say, too, that fishing for brook trout is just an excuse to get out and look at nature. But I don’t want to be a spectator; I want to play the game.”

—Datus C. Proper, Field & Stream, April 1992




14. A Fly-Fisher’s Confession

“My vest weighs ten pounds, and I never have all the stuff along that I need. I’m an authority on high water, low water, bad tides, and wind knots. I’m never convinced I’ve got on the right fly—unless there’s a fish attached—which is seldom. I know everything there is to know about landing fish—except when I get too excited to remember—which is always. I can’t double haul, tie more than two knots, or recognize much more than a mayfly. But I’m a fly fisherman.”

—Gene Hill, Sports Afield, February 1975




15. Presidential Advice

“Fishing is the chance to wash one’s soul with pure air; with the rush of the brooks, or with the shimmer of sun on blue water. It brings meekness and inspiration from the decency of nature, charity toward tackle makers, patience toward the fish, a mockery of profits and egos, a quieting of hate, a rejoicing that you don’t have to do a darned thing until next week. All these put a discipline in the quality of men.”

—Herbert Hoover




16. The Lure of Fly Fishing

“So, basically, I wake up in the morning to find that life is strange but simple, and fly fishing is still as important to me as it was a few decades ago, even though I still can’t tell you exactly why, and even though I’m glad it’s no more important than it is. It just turns out to be the one part of my life where things are right, or where it seems worth the trouble to make them right, or maybe the only place where the possibility of rightness even exists. Something like that.”

—John Gierach, Another Lousy Day in Paradise, Simon & Schuster 1996




17. Portrait of a Perfect Trout Stream

“The trout stream was utterly unlike the lukewarm shallows of the lake, tumbling clear and cold from the springheads in its cedar-swamp headwaters. Watercress thrived in the seepage places below the bridge, and the passage of the river only briefly touched the sunlight. Its ephemeral moments in the sun were quickly lost again in its sheltering cedars and willows. Its bright currents seemed startlingly alive there, collecting its rich palette of foliage and sunlight in its swiftly changing prisms, until their lyric threnodies seem to promise a world of half-understood secrets.”

—Ernest Schwiebert, Thoughts at Coltsfoot Time in Death of a Riverkeeper, Dutton, 1980
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CHAPTER 2


Set for Success: These Tips Can Make Your Day—Or Even Your Trip



18. Going on Vacation? Hire a Guide

Fishing vacations to unfamiliar locations often turn into big disappointments, and we’re not talking about bad luck with the weather. Especially when your time on the trip is shared with family activities, you need to sort out local conditions and information as fast as possible, and the best way to do that is to hire a guide—at least for a day or two. Even hiring a guide for even one day can make a big difference in your vacation fishing success. Budget for it.




19. Google Has the Answers

Although this tip may seem rather obvious to computer-savvy readers, I am including it because it will help those who have not gotten the word yet. At www.google.com, you can find the answers to any fishing subject under the sun you’re curious about. It will even take you to videos on sites like www.YouTube.com. Type in simple subjects, then add the words to expand them. Like this: Type “Yellowstone Park Fishing” or “Yellowstone Park Fishing Videos.” Type “Drop-Shot Fishing Rigs.” Type “Fish Hooks.” Then type “Plastic worm hooks.” Type “Bonefishing.” Then type “Bonefishing in the Bahamas.” I’m sure you get the idea now. You can go to the subject, then start digging into the specifics of the subject. You’ll find Google—and some other Web .sites—to be of amazing help.




20. Saltwater Reel Protection

When I was editor of Sports Afield in the 1970s, Saltwater Editor Tom Paugh consistently came up with how-to info and tips that helped our readers immensely. This one was right on target, from February, 1972: “A reel does not have to be dunked in saltwater to be subjected to its corrosive effects. Salt spray and water coming in on the line as it is retrieved will get to metal parts in time.” Paugh went on to describe how hosing down reels with fresh water is not the correct clean-up method. Doing that forces water into the innards of the reel, taking salt with it. “Instead, wipe the surface of your reels clean with an oily rag. Next oil all external moving parts and work them to get the oil down as deep as possible.” Paugh recommended using de-moisturizing lubricating agents in spray cans. These sprays don’t hurt your lines.




21. Boat Rides Need Raingear

Never forget this one: It doesn’t have to be raining for you to need raingear. You may be headed for a special cove where walleyes are waiting, or a bass fishing honey hole across a reservoir, or along an Alaskan river where the salmon are running, but to get there you’re going to have to take a boat ride. You may need to wear some of your raingear, or even a full set. Your eyes may need protection from the wind and spray. Your baseball hat may be blown overboard. And all your stuff—camera, tackle, thermos, snacks—needs to be in a wet bag. That’s a boat bag that can withstand splashes, as well as rain. Years ago, I messed up a day’s bonefishing in the Bahamas because I wasn’t prepared for the long, splashy, and very wet ride to get to the flat the guide wanted to fish. My eyes, clothes, and gear bore the brunt. Lesson learned.




22. If Your Boat Turns Over . . .

This is a tip that you may already know. If you don’t, learning it could save your life. So here goes: If your boat, or canoe, or whatever, turns over, STAY WITH IT! Hang on for dear life. DO NOT try to swim to safety. Try to maneuver your craft into shallow, safer waters and live to fish another day.




23. Busting Open Those Painted-Over Jig Eyes

A troublesome frustration that arises when you buy and use a lot of jig heads is that they come painted-over. Using another hook to punch out the paint in the eye often doesn’t get the job done. Cabelas has a Jig Fisherman’s Eyebuster that will knock the paint right out and cut your line if you wish. It’s $2.49 as of this writing. Available at www.cabelas.com.




24. Those Best Times to Fish Gimmicks

Every year or so a new gimmick on fish feeding times hits the market.... It appears that anglers are every bit as gullible as dieters.

—Leonard M. Wright, Jr., The Ways of Trout 1985




25. Foggy Weather Fishing: Forget About It!

I have never, anywhere, anytime, been able to catch fish when dense fog covers the water. My choice is to wait until it clears, or at least starts to clear.
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26. Minnow Bucket Helper

Use a common tea strainer to lift minnows out of your minnow bucket. Saves a lot of messy and time-wasting fumbling around.




27. Enjoying the Gentler, Kinder Bass Fishing

As a son of a father and soldier during Tom Brokaw’s “Greatest Generation” in the 1940s, I grew up in a world of bass fishing largely forsaken (but not completely) today. For a day’s fishing the needs were simple: first a good companion, next a small boat. Add in rods and reels, lures and live bait, a good lunch box with something to drink (cool or otherwise), and you were ready to go. Your boat eased silently along the bank as you and your buddy (or dad) cast to shoreline targets like stumps and logs and into shadowy nooks under overhanging branches. Sometimes you caught fish, sometimes you didn’t. You saw and heard birds and snakes along the banks and squirrels in the trees. You smelled the blossoms and the lake or river itself. You finished the day with stiff muscles, a little sunburned, tired, and full of memories. That’s the way many people still fish today. If you’ve never tried it, brother, I pity you.




28. Rivers vs. Reservoirs

Reservoirs are big and perplexing. Somewhere near 90 percent of the reservoir water will have no fish. Did you get that? I repeat: Somewhere near 90 percent of the water will have no fish. Where are the magic spots making up the other 10 percent? Tough question. You need charts, local knowledge, and a lot of exploring on your own. Rivers are easy to read, since the fish will be lying mostly along the banks, or by rocks and logs breaking the mid-stream flow. In reservoirs, you’ll need a good boat, trolling motor, and lots of electronic gear. In rivers, a canoe or johnboat will work, as will a float tube. You can also wade in certain spots. In some rivers, you’ll need a trolling motor to help with positioning. In rivers you’ll have to be able to get upor downstream, or have someone drop you off and meet you at a designated spot. In reservoirs, you can launch and go fishing and come back to your vehicle anytime you want.




29. Old Impoundments Mean Tougher Fishing

The older the impoundment you’re fishing, the more likely you are to get skunked or catch very few bass . . . unless you know the bottom very well. As the bass have grown larger, they have gathered into schools, and, as A.D. Livingston, Fishing for Bass: Modern Tactics and Tackle, (1974), says: “They have selected their feeding areas and have established migration routes. Blind trolling and random casting become less productive.” Livingston says you may catch a few small bass around the shoreline cover or stickups in the lake, but unless your depth finder, charts, or the local “experts” have put you on the spots where the fish are, you’re in for slim pickings.




30. Farm Pond Fishing 101

Farm ponds, of which there are millions, are great places to catch bass and panfish. Be aware, however, that many of them are virtually fished-out because of the overpopulation of runt bluegills. As the populations of tiny bluegills increase, the bass spawn decreases. Bass are still there, however, and they can be caught. Look for them in holes or on structures where they have cover and can ambush the bluegill prey when hungry. When you find a farm pond with the bass and bluegill populations in balance, rejoice and enjoy. You’ll catch big bluegills perfect for the pan and lots of battling bass.
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31. Get That Hook Out

It can happen at any time, even when you’re home and messing around with your tackle: You’re hooked, and past the barb. You’ve got to get the thing out, and you don’t want to head in for first aid or doctors. What to do? Well, this system works like magic, but you’ve got to have some nerve to pull it off. First, press down on the eye of the hook. Next, wrap a piece of string or cloth around the curve of the hook. Finally, while pressing down hard on the eye, give the shank a quick jerk. Put some antiseptic on the wound and go back to fishing. Caveat: Don’t try this when hooked in vulnerable areas like the face. If you want to see technique done visually before you try it, Google the words “fish hook removal.” That will take you to several sites.




32. Good Time to Go Fishing

“I have always observed that the pleasantest days for the angler’s comfort, were usually the most propitious and successful days for angling.”

—James A. Henshall, MD, Book of the Black Bass, 1881, republished and available today from B.A.S.S.




33. Asking the Right Question

When two anglers meet, the first question invariably goes, “What are they hitting?” Or, “What are you getting them on?” All anglers tend to think in terms of a magical lure or bait. The more important question should be, “How are you fishing that bait?” Or worm, or plug, or spinner . . . whatever.
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34. The Most Useless Thing in All Fishing Is . . .

. . . raingear you’ve left behind because you thought you would not need it that day.
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35. Stringing Up Your Fly Rod

If ever there was a “fool’s errand,” it’s the act of trying to thread your leader and line through the guides of your fly rod by pushing the point of the leader through the ferrules first. It’s like threading a needle. Instead, grasp the end of the fly line, where it’s tied to the leader, and the leader itself with your thumb and forefinger and then thread the bow of leader/line through the ferrules. You’ll be fishing a lot sooner.




36. Carrying Your Rod: Tip First or Butt First?

When carrying your rigged-up rod from one fishing hole to another, sometimes through brushy and rocky terrain, is it best to hold the rod tip first or butt first? The question deserves thought and debate. Tip first catches more snags and brush, and the tip is exposed to being rammed into the ground or a tree during a lax moment. Butt first seems to avoid more snags, but if you have companions coming up behind you, they may walk right into your tip. My preference, butt first, stems from seeing too many tips broken on the ground or obstructions in front of the angler.




37. Visit Kaufmanns Streamborn

One of fly fishing’s most interesting and information-packed sites for gear, flies, and destinations is Kaufmanns Streamborn at www.kman.com or www.kaufmannsstreamborn.com. This is a Pacific Northwest company, but their interest and services are fly-fishing worldwide.

[image: e9781602396890_i0014.jpg]





38. Waders and Drowning: The Big Myth

Despite long-time and widely held myths, waders and/or a wading belt cannot be the sole cause of you drowning if you fall into the river. The extra weight and cumbersome gear may make them feel as if they’re dragging you down, but they’re actually not dragging you down any more than your trousers or shirt. Swift currents, especially white water, can force you under, whether you’re wearing waders or not. Lee Wulff proved all this by diving off a bridge into a river back in 1947 wearing full waders. He let the waders fill with water and floated downstream with his head up without a problem. If you fall in with waders on, keep your head up, get your footing as soon as you can, and slosh out of the water. Repeat: Keep your head up and don’t panic. The waders will not drown you. If you’re still not convinced, wear your waders and hop into a swimming pool to see what it’s like. Of course, we’re assuming you know how to swim.




39. Is the “Bad East Wind” Outlook a Myth?

In his classic Book of the Black Bass (1881), republished and available today from B.A.S.S., Dr. James A. Henshall opines that the legend that an east wind is bad for fishing might have been handed down for generations from our English forefathers. He states, “ . . . in the humid climate of Great Britain, an east wind is exceedingly raw, chilly, and disagreeable, and is held to be productive of all manner of evils . . . ”




40. Terrific Guide to Fishing Hooks

One of the best guides to understanding the different types of fishing hooks and their purposes is Tim Allard’s “Fishing Hook Buyer’s Guide” on the Bass Pro Outdoor Site Library, www.basspro.com. Allard’s presentation has both the quick-read text and visual images that will help you know how to pick and use the best hooks for every situation.




41. The Same Spot Trap

The spot where you caught fish a week before—or even a day or two—might not deliver the goods your next time out. Fish move; sometimes a lot. Devoting all your time and effort to your now-favorite spot may not pay off as well as seeking out new strike zones and honey-holes—spots that fit the changing conditions.




42. Fishing Clubs: Give One a Try

Even though you may never have considered tournament fishing, you might want to expand your horizons by joining a fishing club. There’s only so much you can learn on your own and from reading and surfing the internet. Clubs of abundant variety are out there: bass, walleye, salt water, you name it. Once you start making new friends—some of whom will have far more experience—you’ll find your own skills and success growing rapidly. And you’ll be having more fun.




43. Fourteen Ways to Fish Better Fast!

No matter how good a fly fisher you are, you will become much better by using the handysized, quick-read, superbly illustrated Orvis Pocket Guides and Streamside Guides. Those little books, on every aspect of fly fishing, are written by proven experts and are available from Orvis (www.orvis.com), Amazon (www.amazon.com), and Barnes and Noble (www.barnesandnoble.com). They cost about $17 apiece and feature compelling illustrations on how things should look and how you should cope with each situation. Find the one that fits your favorite fishing, and you’ll find yourself fishing with much more confidence. The Orvis Pocket Guides and Streamside Guides cover Striped Bass and Bluefish; Leaders, Knots and Tippets; Dry Fly Fishing; Great Lakes Salmon and Steelhead; West Coast Steelhead; Bonefish and Permit; Caddisfly Handbook; Trout Foods and Their Imitations; Flyfishing for Bass; Streamer Fishing; Mayflies; Terrestrials; Stillwater Trout; and Nymphing. Orvis full-size books include guides to almost every form of fly fishing.




44. Fishing Travel Facts

If you’re in the financial position to travel to fish wherever you wish, whenever you wish, consider subscribing to “The Angling Report” newsletter and information service. It is extremely well presented, like a “mini-magazine,” and gives you the absolute latest on angling destinations around the world. The reports and comments come writers of the highest integrity, and from readers who have visited the fishing resorts, paid their own money, and now tell you everything about what they encountered—good and bad. The “Report” has been published since 1988 and has a full archive on places you might want to visit. As with its companion newsletter, “The Hunting Report,” you can get the monthly “The Angling Report” for about $50 a year; $2 more per month will get you into their exclusive database of thousands of reader reports of various destinations. Go to www.anglingreport.com.




45. Binoculars Pay Big Dividends

When boat fishing in fresh or salt water, you’ll never regret stowing a good pair of binoculars in the bag holding your gear. (It should be a wet bag, to keep your stuff dry.) During a good day on the water, you’ll see lots of sights that deserve closer viewing. When trout fishing or otherwise walking and carrying everything you need, consider a pair of pocket binocs.




46. The Mid-Current Is Just Right

One of the best Web sites for fly-fishing information and videos is www.midcurrent.com. The information on flies, techniques, and destinations is bountiful, and the videos are fascinating. Prepare to spend some real time here. If you think you haven’t yet mastered the Double-Haul, check out the video with Joan Wulff.




47. Learn to Fly Cast An Easier Way

If you can’t attend a fly-fishing school and are having trouble with your casting, don’t forget the videos available from many sites listed in this book. For instance, you’ll find the sometimes-difficult Double Haul a lot easier when you watch Joan Wulff do it on www.midcurrent.com. There are many others out there. Watch them, then practice. You’ll become a much more accomplished fly fisher.




48. Fly Reels: Direct Drive or Anti-Reverse?

Once you get the hang of fly fishing, you’ll enjoy casting, fishing, and playing fish much more if you have a direct drive reel. Heavier, more-complex anti-reverse reels help novices who are inexperienced in playing fish, but they have a lot less “feel” and seem strange when you’re reeling like mad and the spool’s not turning (or is even going backward) because it’s locked on a drag setting that’s too soft for the fish you’re playing. I don’t think you’ll ever regret going with a direct drive reel.





49. Fish & Fly: A Treasure Trove


Although I do not know Thomas Pero personally, I do know his magazine, Fish & Fly, and I consider it to be one of the most interesting and rewarding being published today. I say this as one who has spent his life in the outdoor editing field and thinks he knows a good thing when he sees it. Fish & Fly, with Thomas Pero as editor and publisher, is loaded with engaging prose on all forms of fly fishing, interviews with the most interesting anglers and guides out there, and destination tips that will have you wanting to buy a plane ticket. I never miss an issue, nor should you. Look for it among the fishing magazines on selected newsstands and go to their Web site, www.fishandflymagazine.com.
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50. Fish Superlines Where Pickerel and Pike Roam

Even though bass or walleyes may be your target, when you’re fishing waters where pickerel and pike roam, your line may meet sharp teeth. When that happens, say good-bye to your expensive lure. When I’m fishing for bass in waters that hold pike and pickerel, I’ve had good luck using Berkley’s Fireline. There are other choices of superlines out there, of course. Some anglers do not like the feel or casting characteristics of the superlines, but I’m not in that group.




51. Frayed Superlines Won’t Last

Even though superlines are very strong and resist breaking or being cut by toothy fish, they are not indestructible. If the line becomes frayed, perhaps on a snag or rock, it’s going to fail at a critical moment—like when a big pike has hit your expensive swimbait.




52. More on Those Braided Superlines

The braided superlines such as FireLine, SpiderWire, and Tuf-Line, and others are getting a lot of attention from anglers these days. My experience with FireLine and SpiderWire has convinced me they are strong as all get-out and will not stretch. I like them. They are so strong that when you hang on the bottom or something, they are hard to break free. Some Internet reports I’ve seen have warned that these lines can cut you if handled the wrong way, bare-handed. Sometimes there are complaints of the line biting down into the line spooled on the reel. There are also caveats about which knots to use with braided lines. [See the “Knots” chapter.]




53. How Braided Lines Can Break Your Rod

The braided superlines are so strong that if you try to use the force of your rod to break a hang-up, you are going to break your rod.




54. Put a Fillet Knife to Work

If you’ve been cleaning and filleting your fish with the same pocket or carry knife you use for everything else, you might consider parting with a little cash for a specialized knife that’s going to make cleaning your fish a lot easier. Fillet knives have thin, sharp blades that let you cut down to the fish’s backbone and follow it smoothly. You can find fillet knives and accessories, including Rapala’s excellent knives, under “Fish & Fillet Knives” in the “Sport & Outdoors” section of www.amazon.com.




55. Rule for Fighting Big Fish

“When he pulls, you don’t. When he doesn’t, you do.”

—Jerome B. Robinson, Field & Stream, March 1992




56. Why Be Patient?

“Beginners often believe the myth of patience. The best anglers I know are somewhat impatient. If they aren’t catching fish, they try something different.”

—John Barsness, Field & Stream, March 1992




57. The Wrong Stuff

“I’m continually astounded by budding anglers who show up at the water’s edge with a heap of stuff, having no idea what to do with it. Buying a scalpel doesn’t make you a surgeon.”

—Jim Bashline, Field & Stream, March 1992




58. Twelve Best Places to Retire and Fly Fish

In a Fly Rod & Reel magazine special issue focusing on retirement and fly fishing, November/ December 2005, an article by Jim Reilly named the magazine’s top twelve choices for “Fly-Fishing Retirement Towns.” The winners were Hanover, New Hampshire; Traverse City, Michigan; State College, Pennsylvania; Asheville, North Carolina; Mountain Home, Arkansas; Key West, Florida; Bozeman, Montana; Durango, Colorado; Park City, Utah; Bellingham, Washington; Bend, Oregon; and Ashland, Oregon.
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59. Fly Casting Reality Check

When two anglers are fly fishing from a drift boat, they quickly come up against the demands for either casting with both hands or making a good backhand cast. Suppose you are in the front of the boat, fishing the right bank. You either have to throw it left-handed, or backhanded. If you have been practicing, you’ll be ready.




60. Casting Practice: The Absolute Necessary Evil

All athletes, from stickball to the pros, know they have to practice to master the skills they need. Why is it that so many anglers refuse to spend a little time outside practicing their casting skills? If lack of casting practice is an issue for you, consider fixing the problem and actually trying to enjoy your practice. Your fishing fun will soar as your casting improves.





61. The Fly Tyer Magazine


If you’re an active fly tyer—or even a wannabe—Fly Tyer magazine will be a treat for you, as will its Web site (www.flytyer.com). The color photography of the flies, and the ideas exchanged, are simply wonderful. There’s a lot of free spirit and camaraderie out there in the world of fly tying. It’s refreshing to see.




62. World-Record Bass Mania

As of this writing, the world-record largemouth bass dates back to June 2, 1932, when a twenty-two-year-old Georgia farm boy named George Perry landed a 22-pound 4-ounce monster from a spot called Montgomery Lake, which may have been part of an oxbow bend of the Ocmulgee River. The fish was weighed and certified in the Field & Stream records caretaking of that time. The lure said to have been used was a “Creek Chub,” but the exact model of the Creek Chub has been lost in controversy and lost records over the years. Today, thousands of anglers passionately fish to break Perry’s record, especially in California where transplants of the Florida bass grow to prodigious sizes. Many of these anglers believe that they really have a chance to catch such a bass, and that doing so will make them wealthy. Just like buying a lottery ticket!




63. Fishing Those Golden Autumn Days

When the weather is clear and gorgeous in autumn, expect trout to be even spookier than usual—especially where the fish are running into the river from a lake or reservoir. The autumn days that bring the best fishing are not the calendar type. You want cloudy, rainy conditions for ripping streamers.




64. Long-Handled Nets for Shoreline Fishing

British anglers, who love shoreline fishing for all sorts of species, learned long ago that it’s easier to land a fish from shore with a long-handled net that can reach out and do the job. Many are available at shops like www.cabelas.com, www.basssprshops.com, and others.




65. Batter Up! Ted Williams on Fly Fishing

“Spinning or casting with lightweight equipment for salmon, trout, bass, walleyes, panfish, northern pike, and muskies is great fun. I even go for trolling the deep with medium-weight tackle for great tuna, marlin, and sails, but for the greatest thrill in fishing, I like to take my gamefish on a fly rod.”

—Ted Williams, Boston Red Sox Slugger, Field & Stream, April 1951




66. Women’s Flyfishing: Good Idea, Great Execution

The company, Women’s Flyfishing, not only sells gear, runs guided fly-fishing trips around the world, and conducts schools and seminars on fly fishing. It also has an excellent Web site, www.womensflyfishing.net, that is dedicated to helping women enjoy fly fishing. You’ll find instruction here, schools, destination ideas, news, tackle, and articles of interest. Cecilia ‘Pudge’ Kleinkauf, who owns and operates Women’s Flyfishing, has also just produced a new book on Arctic grayling, a fish like no other and one she loves dearly from her years as a guide in Alaska. The book, Fly-Fishing for Alaska’s Arctic Grayling, Sailfish of the North, was published by Amato Press. Look for it at the Women’s Flyfishing site or www.amazon.com.




67. Florida’s Winter Fishing: Cold Front Woes

You’re not alone in wanting to go to Florida during the winter to get into warm weather and good fishing. And it can be done, if you’re lucky. However, when cold fronts move into Florida during the winter months, the fishing shuts down just as tight as your ice-bound lake back home in Michigan. Cold fronts, particularly the extreme versions, and Florida fishing do not mix.




68. When Guides Give You a Bonus

The money you invest in a day’s fishing with a good guide isn’t just paying for the trip to his favorite hotspots. If he’s any good, he knows stuff, lots of stuff. Watch him and learn his techniques. Ask questions. Consider him your professor for the kind of fishing you’re doing.




69. Rods Belong in the Bag

Avoid the bugaboo of long fishing rod cases requiring special handling in the airport baggage area by using three-piece spinning rods and four-piece fly rods. They will fit into your duffle bag or other bags, and today’s models cast superbly. The experience of waiting for your long rod case to emerge from the little door behind the baggage belts is not fun. The caveat is that many expert anglers, including Stu Apte, consider three-piece fly rods to be much better casters than four-piece rods. Unfortunately, three-piece rod tubes won’t fit into a regular-size duffle bag.




70. Snoring Is Serious

Sharing a room with a loud snorer can wreck your trip. A night or two in camp without sleep is a terrible ordeal. Always carry earplugs, no matter where you go, because they’ll help. Request to be moved to another room, if one is available. Trips are too expensive and short to have to put up with this problem.




71. What the Writers Say

People who write articles and take photographs for outdoor magazines and Web sites are generally dependable and take their reputations seriously. When they write glowingly about a place they’ve fished—with a free ride from the owners, of course—you can bet they’re telling the truth about what they saw and experienced. When most writers visit a place, and it turns out to be a bummer, they don’t write pieces knocking it. They just don’t write anything at all. Regrettably, there are a few writers who may feel indebted to a place where they’ve had lavish treatment, and even though the fishing stank, they’ll make it sound like Fishing Heaven. Because of this, you owe it to yourself to check out everything about the place—from the reputation of the writer and the place where the article was published, from other articles, if they’re available; references; and Web sites. Check everything out. If the place is really good, it will stand up to your inquiries.




72. Fly-Out Fishing Camps

Fly-out fishing is great, especially in places like Alaska and Canada, but keep in mind that the weather can be so lousy that you won’t be flying. What then? Is there fishing near camp you can get to by walking or by boat or canoe? Are fly-out fees extra? Check out all the facts before you book your fly-out trip.




73. How to Not Ruin Your Trip

If you’re coming off an injury, or perhaps you’re at an age when your legs might be a little shaky, never underestimate the maneuvers of getting into or out of a boat, or negotiating steep banks, or docks. Grab hold of something—or somebody! It’s nothing to be ashamed of. You’ve earned a helping hand. Use it and avoid the fall that can ruin your day—or your trip.




74. The Lure of the Salt

“Saltwater fish are much stronger than their freshwater counterparts. The freshwater fly rodder worries that a fish may break his leader—the saltwater man occasionally wonders if he owns enough line to hold the fish streaking through the water with his fly in its mouth.”

—Lefty Kreh, “The Fly Rod and Big Game—The Basic Techniques and Tackle for Salt Water,” Sports Afield, February 1975




75. Improving Your Light-Tackle Fishing Skills

Although writer and angler Mark Sosin is perhaps best known for his saltwater experiences and know how, because of television exposure, he is also a freshwater angler with few peers in ability. Among his videos and books (some, such as Practical Fishing Knots, done in collaboration with the legendary Lefty Kreh), Mark’s The Complete Book of Light-Tackle Fishing is a master work that will make you a better angler in every department. Sosin shares with engaging prose knowledge and experience gained world wide. Available at www.amazon.com.




76. When a Light Rod Is the Right Rod

Light rods that come alive in your hand, practically trembling with feeling while both working a lure or fly or fighting a fish, are irresistible. But whether fly fishing, spinning, or baitcasting is your game, one must remember that rod tip strength and lifting power are essential to good casting and fish fighting. Rods with tips that are too limp or whippy won’t give you the quickness and strength you need to pop a good cast or set a hook. Repeat: You will regret ignoring tip quickness and power in all types of casting and fishing. Other than specialized situations, “slow tip” rods are not the way to go in my opinion. And remember, I’m not a casting champion, I’m just a guy trying to get a lure or fly out there, set the hook, and play the fish.




77. Spinning Tackle vs. Fly Tackle: An Early View

Back in 1942, when spinning gear and techniques were just coming over the horizon, the legendary writer Burton L. Spiller (Grouse Feathers and others) wrote in Field & Stream: “ . . . the spinning rig . . . materialized in response to a very special need. It will put a minnow or a spinner or a weighted fly down—and it will put it there with a minimum of effort . . . I am a fly fisherman with an elastic conscience, and I hate days of inactivity. For that reason when I go north again after landlocks, I shall probably take a spinning outfit along.”
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78. Polaroid Glasses: The Absolute Essential

No matter what kind of fishing you do, you shouldn’t be out there without polarized glasses. Not only will they protect your eyes from any errant hooks, but they will cut the glare so you can see what’s happening in the water. You can buy economy models that cost $20 to $50. With some of these, you may feel as if you need two pair, one with dark lenses for bright days and one with the lighter lenses for dull days. Personally, I like the more expensive models with copper photochromatic lenses. They adjust to any light all day long. The really good ones, like Action Optic’s Guide Choice (The Fly Shop), cost around $150.




79. Saltwater Fishing: What You’re Missing

“No one can really describe the run of a bonefish, the slugging battle of a jack crevalle, the mighty leap of a tarpon; these things have to be experienced. Once they are, the freshwater angler is never the same.”

—Lefty Kreh, “The Fly Rod and Big Game—The Basic Techniques and Tackle for Salt Water,” Sports Afield, February 1975




80. The Ding That Breaks a Rod

When a graphite fly rod breaks unexpectedly, say during a routine cast or while playing a small fish, the cause is often a cast that went wrong sometime before. It happened when a fly or lure dinged the rod on a Backcast or Forward Cast. Graphite can take a lot of stress and bending, but it hates dings.




81. Bass Resources Galore

One of my favorite bass-fishing sites has become www.bassresource.com, which calls itself “The Ultimate Bass Fishing Resource Guide.” They back up that claim with a site loaded with information, news, and just about everything you can wish for on bass fishing. The how-to information here is massive, and it’s well organized so that you can find what you’re looking for. This is not a mail-order lure and tackle site, but it will direct you to whatever you need.




82. Good Fishing at Gander Mountain

Gander Mountain is an outdoor gear and information resource center with outlets about the country and a huge mail-order operation via their Internet site, www.gandermountain.com. The site’s Resource Center has fine articles and tips on fishing and other outdoor subjects. Its walleye and ice-fishing coverage is some of the best I’ve seen.




83. Fly Fishing Without Casting

If you’re just dying to get on the water and do some fly fishing, even though you haven’t practiced casting yet, remember that you can have fun and catch fish by trolling streamers or wet flies while you paddle. Canoes, kayaks, and jonboats will all work fine—without trolling motors and expensive gear. Let out your line and troll your flies slowly past good shoreline cover and drop-offs in small lakes and ponds, or in sheltered coves of larger waters.
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84. Great Maps Show the Way

As a confessed map junkie, I cannot resist poring over them every chance I get, dreaming of the trails to great fishing in the backcountry. Some of the best topo versions are the DeLorme’s Topo USA. GPS users will find them a helpful way to download a track. Available at www.delorme.com.





85. Try Bank Fishing With Poles—Yes . . . Poles!


As the British have known for centuries, sitting on the bank with a long pole and fishing with hook, line, and bobber is as relaxing and productive a way of fishing as you can enjoy. You don’t need a great deal of money, and you can do it on lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams. The popular image of this type of fishing is of the southerner fishing with a long canepole. The best way to go about it, however, is with today’s long graphite rods and poles, available through tackle outfitters such Cabelas and Bass Pro Shops. These beautiful sticks come in lengths out to 16 feet, plenty long enough for you to hoist your bait out from the bank, even over the tops of bushes. You can add a reel and have yourself a rig that can easily flip or toss your bait into productive water.




86. Tournament Anglers Are Having a Blast

While many anglers would rather spend their time on the water relaxing, others prefer to compete in tournaments such as those run by the B. A. S. S. And even though you may not care for tournaments yourself, know this: These guys and gals are good when it comes to understanding and catching fish. Watch one of the tournaments on television; you’ll see what I mean.





87. Bank Fishing: Working the Real Hotspots


Bank-fishing spots that offer open views of the water, and where the brush has been worn down by other anglers, are inviting and may, or may not, be good places to fish. The real hotspots, however, are the tough places to fish, the ones the crowds never touch. Watch for good holes and runs of water beyond the screens of bushes and tangled bank vegetation. Use crappie rods or long graphite poles that come in lengths to 16 feet. Wear knee-high rubber boots so you can maneuver freely. Reach out and drop your bait into water most people never fish.




88. Try Bank Fishing the British Way

You have to hand it to the Brits for enjoying bank fishing to the max. They spend hours, sometimes entire days, just sitting on the bank along interesting stretches of water, watching their bobbers. They move occasionally, trying different spots, enjoying the anticipation and scenery at the same time. Birds and flowers, the stream’s or lake’s surroundings, are duly noted and appreciated, in lazy-seeming, unhurried fishing. These anglers carry along food and snacks, beverages, and portable stools to sit on. They wear knee-high rubber boots so they won’t be constantly worried about mud and water. They use long graphite crappie rods or poles. Another thing the Brits do that you seldom see in America is they use extra-long-handled landing nets so they can reach out over weeds and obstructions to pull in their catch.




89. Stools for Bank Fishing

Be aware that when selecting a portable stool for bank fishing, you do not want the kind with long narrow legs. They will sink into the mud and soft earth unevenly, causing you to tumble. Your stool needs wide, flat support.




90. The Greatest Snakebite Kit

The best snakebite kit in the world is a set of car keys. Get to the hospital promptly, without panic or killing yourself or someone else on the way. If possible, carry the dead snake with you for certain identification that the bite is poisonous.




91. The Fish-Catching Method Banned in Tournaments

Does trolling catch fish? It’s a method banned in most tournaments. I guess it would create chaos among the boats, but it would also show the pros where the fish are. Enough said?




92. Help from the Pros

You don’t have to fish in tournaments to let the pros help you catch more fish. Their days on the water are exalted in publications, the Internet, and on TV. Learn what you can, then apply the knowledge to your favorite local fishing.




93. Which Size Sinker?

The best sinker size is to use no sinker at all. The next best choice is to use the smallest you possibly can to get your bait down to the fish.




94. Lightning and Fishing

You can read a lot about lightning, learning interesting stuff, like the fact that instead of the old bromide of “never striking twice in the same place,” it usually does strike twice in the same places. The thing to remember is that lightning can, and will, kill you very quickly if you’re caught in a storm—or even on the edges of a storm—waving your rod around. No fish is worth the consequences. Take cover when a storm is approaching.




95. The Wind Behind the Rain

When the rain that has been plaguing your region for a day or two is coming to an end, and you’re cheering the prospect of going fishing, be aware that with the passing front will come the wind. Be ready to fish in windy conditions. On big water, fresh or salt, you might not even be able to fish the way you want to—or even get out.




96. How to Treat a Fishing Guide

Believe it or not, there are some people out there who become idiots and jerks when they hire a fishing guide. Having lots of money never taught them manners. Hopefully, you’ll never be in camp with one. Don’t join their ranks. You already know how to treat a fishing guide, even if you’ve never hired one before. Treat him—or her—the same way you would like to be treated if your roles were reversed.




97. Plastic Tubs Can Hold Your Gear

Those plastic tubs commonly used for carrying laundry can be a great asset for your fishing. Use them in your boat and vehicle to hold your waders and other gear and tackle in organized, separate compartments. They’re easy to put into your vehicle and to put away when your outing is over. Your truck and home don’t get wet or muddy.




98. It’s a Great Day to Go Fishing

The best time to go fishing? That’s easy. It’s always today. If you wait until tomorrow, you’ll hear the often-repeated chant, “You shoulda’ been here yesterday.” That’s today.




99. Keeping a Logbook

Shoulda . . . woulda . . . coulda . . . didn’t! That old notion sums up this angler’s broken promise to himself to keep a logbook of all fishing days: the weather, the lures, the friends, the fish—it would all be there. Now that I’m in what they call the twilight years, I see what a mistake I have made. How I wish I had such a book to sit with, remembering. But I don’t have it. I hope you don’t make the same mistake.




100. The Joys of Night Fishing

My brother is a private pilot who never flies at night. I asked him why? “It’s because you can’t see anything,” he said, laughing. Well, that’s not exactly true. You can see lots of things when your eyes become accustomed to the dark. And you can hear plenty, if you’re listening: a fox barking, an owl hooting, ducks and geese passing overhead, the splashes of marauding fish on the prowl. No, don’t knock night fishing until you’ve tried it.




101. How to Have a Night to Remember

It’s summertime, and the livin’ may be easy, but the fishing becomes hard—especially in big lakes and impoundments where the fish go deep. Now’s the time to focus on night fishing, and one of the deadliest techniques is to find a deep-water ledge or hotspot—say about 40 feet deep for trout, anchor your boat about sunset, and put out floating lights. As the darkness deepens, the lights will attract the bugs, and then the baitfish will come to eat the bugs, and the fish you want will eventually be right under the baitfish. Fish deep with jigs or live bait such as shrimp. You’ll catch trout, walleyes, and panfish the daytime anglers never see.




102. Two Rods Are Better Than One

Where legal, you should have two rods rigged and ready in your fishing boat. One will be on duty fishing the banks and shoreline cover. Rig the second for deep-water operations on the ledges and points.




103. Right Way to Put Your Rod Together

When putting any two sections of a rod together, start by offsetting the guides about 25 degrees. Twist sections in order to align guides while pulling them together. This creates a suction that will keep them from coming apart while casting or playing a big fish. Be sure not to grip any of the guides while twisting the rod to align the guides. To take the rods apart, simply reverse the process.

—Stu Apte




104. Locking Down Your Reel

To save the embarrassment of fishing your fly reel, or any reel, out of the water, rock it gently back and forth while tightening the reel seat locking ring, making sure it is properly seated.

—Stu Apte




105. Stringer Danger!

In the deep South, where fishing in the black-water streams and swamps might yield a hefty stringer of bream, bass, and crappies, leaving that stringer waiting at the edge of the stream or lake while you make camp requires a note of caution. Before you reach down to pull it up, make sure a big moccasin or water snake hasn’t paid your fish a visit. The cottonmouth is venomous, poison to you and me, while the non-venomous water snake can have a lousy disposition at times and ruin your day.
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106. Wobblers Need Swivels

To get the best action out of your wobbling spoons and lures (and to prevent line kinking), connect them to the line or leader with snap swivels.




107. Fill That Spool With Line

No, I’m not on the take from fishing line companies. But I want you to fill your spinning and baitcasting reels with line, and backing if necessary, for the simple reason that they can’t deliver smooth casts without being completely filled. Less-than-full spools also make your drag inefficient. And I know you don’t want to lose that big one!




108. Camp Cooks Get Special Treatment

Fishing camp is a great place to be with all your buddies. Usually there’s one guy who does the cooking, or at least supervises the chow preparation. Sometimes the boys need to be reminded: The cook doesn’t do the dishes!




109. Taking a Kid Fishing—Tip One

My good friend Tom Hennessey, a writer and painter of great renown, as well as the outdoor editor of the Bangor Daily News, is a down-to-earth, no-nonsense man whose advice you can take to the bank. In his wonderful book, Feathers ’n Fins, The Amwell Press (1989), Tom wrote some tips on taking a kid fishing that are the best I’ve ever read, and Tom has graciously allowed us to reprint them in full excerpts from his book. Four tips on taking a kid fishing may seem a bit much, but I don’t think so. The tips are that good; the subject is that important. Although Tom used the word “boy” as a generic name, his tips apply to girls as well. If there is a kid out there whom you know and would like to take fishing, consider these words of wisdom, starting with Tip One:


 “Keep in mind, kids are kids. Names of far-flung fishing grounds don’t impress them. Neither do top-of-the-line rods and reels, or boats that cost as much as the first house you bought. What impresses them is being with you—and catching a fish or two . . . . In short forget about fishing and, for one day—his day—think about guiding . . . Accordingly, take your ‘sport’ fishing in a place where you know his rigging will tighten up frequently. That’s the secret.”
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110. Taking a Kid Fishing—Tip Two

“It’s not the end of the world if your boy tips the bait bucket over, or drops your tacklebox. Tell me you haven’t. You know he’ll step on your flyline, sit on the knapsack containing the sandwiches, lose his paddle in the swiftest part of the stream, and leave the insect repellent on a rock back where you put in. And you can bet your best reel that sometime during the day he’ll go in over his boots—but won’t dump them out until he’s back in the canoe. Years later, you’ll laugh at all that. Why not laugh at it then? It’ll mean more.”

—Tom Hennessey, Feathers ’n Fins, The Amwell Press, 1989




111. Taking a Kid Fishing—Tip Three

“A boy’s curiosity and competitive nature make him an eager student. You’ll be surprised at how quickly he’ll learn knots, the names of flies and lures, and how to rig tackle. If he were half as attentive in school, he’d be on the honor roll. The courses offered in the classroom of the great outdoors are, however, infinitely more interesting and challenging, and the teachers far less demanding.”

—Tom Hennessey, Feathers ’n Fins, The Amwell Press, 1989




112. Taking a Kid Fishing—Tip Four

“Most of all, don’t let catching fish take precedence over the little things that, to a boy, make goin’ fishin’ so much fun. Show him how to make a whistle from a piece of willow, see who can skip rocks the farthest, catch frogs, and maybe a turtle to take home and keep in a washtub. Teach him to row or paddle. What difference does it make if you go around in circles for a few minutes. You’ve been doing that all your life. Ask him what pattern of fly he thinks you should use. Let him net a fish for you, and although you’ve stressed the importance of ‘catch-and-release, ’ let him take a couple home. Aside from making him feel like a man, and you feel like a boy, it’ll guarantee that next time you pick up your tacklebox he’ll ask, ‘Can I go?’”
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