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  PREFACE.




  THE aim of this volume is to present to the reader, in attractive form, the interesting story of our Nation’s Capital—how it has grown in the hundred years since its establishment to be the most magnificent city in America. With the history of the development and progress of the city it has been the purpose of the writer to give the latest and most authentic information of the different institutions of the Government. The illustrations have been carefully executed by the best artists, and embrace the Capitol and other Government buildings, and all the prominent features of the City of Washington and its environs. Special attention has been paid to the chapter on Mount Vernon and the Washington Family—the portion relating to the English ancestry giving the results of the latest researches.




  A noted writer has said: “The Nation has founded a city that bears and will transmit to posterity the name of Washington and his renown. It is a living, intelligent monument of his glory, and will reflect, as it grows in wealth and splendor, the inestimable consequences resulting to the country from his martial qualities and patriotic virtues,” and it has been truly said by one of the great orators in Washington, that it is “a liberal education to go through its streets and public buildings.” As the Capital of a great and enterprising people, its history illustrates the Nation’s life, as well as the deeds of her greatest representative men, in the most critical periods of her existence. The name of Washington will be transmitted to posterity by the most magnificent city in the world.




  G. G. E.




  MAY, 1892.
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  CHAPTER I.




  THE CITY OF WASHINGTON—THE AVENUES AND STREETS—THE PARKS, SQUARES, AND CIRCLES—STATUES—THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT—CHURCHES—SCHOOLS— GOVERNMENT.




  THE City of Washington, the Capital of the United States of America, occupies a portion of the District of Columbia, a territory which is under the immediate control of Congress.




  The District of Columbia comprises an area of about sixty-five square miles, and lies on the northern bank of the Potomac, one hundred and sixteen miles above its mouth. The greater part of this area is a plateau rising some four hundred feet above the level of the Potomac, and traversed by two streams, the Anacostia River, or Eastern Branch, and Rock Creek. Above the mouth of the Anacostia, the edge of the plateau recedes from the bank of the Potomac and leaves a comparatively low piece of land, about seven square miles in area. It is on this that the city is built. The suburbs occupy the hills to the north and west, the old city of Georgetown now forming a part of Washington.




  The situation is an ideal one for a great city, and the founders were farsighted men, L’Enfant’s plan being adapted to a population of one million. The present number of inhabitants is about two hundred and forty thousand, but people are appreciating its advantages as a place of residence, and the growth is very rapid. Every year it is becoming more and more the centre of the political, literary, and social life of the country, and many people visiting the city become so fascinated by its many attractions that they make their homes there. The other great cities of the country, notwithstanding their many objects of interest, have a distinctly commercial aspect, but Washington shows a gayer spirit and commerce here is of secondary consideration. The Government, backed by the enterprise of private citizens, spares no pains and expense to make it year by year more worthy of its position as the capital of a proud and prosperous people.




  “Washington had the advantage, possessed by no other great city of modern times, of being planned entirely in advance by a skilful engineer. Thus the confusion and inconvenience arising from the presence of old buildings and narrow and crooked streets was avoided, nor is it necessary to go to vast expense to make the broad highways required in the great cities of to-day.




  The plan of the city is symmetrical. The Capitol and White House are two centres, from each of which radiate broad avenues. The streets are laid out at right angles to each other and corresponding to the cardinal points. Three streets running from the Capitol, known as North, East, and South Capitol Streets, and a broad stretch of public gardens on the west, divide the city into four districts, known as North-East, South-East, South-West, and North-West. The streets running north and south are numbered, beginning at the Capitol, and the east and west streets bear the names of the letters of the alphabet, beginning at the same place. This system makes it easy to find any designated locality.




  The streets vary in width from eighty to one hundred and twenty feet, and the avenues from one hundred and twenty to one hundred and sixty feet. Advantage has been taken of the intersections of the avenues with the streets to form miniature parks, square or circular in form, liberally planted with trees and flowers and adorned with statues. The same enlightened policy has been followed on the streets and avenues, and there is no city in the world that can compare with Washington in the beauty and convenience of its public highways. The tree-planting, though a detail of the original design, was practically begun in 1872 by the Shepherd Board of Public Works. More than seventy thousand trees have been planted, and the annual increase in the number exceeds three thousand. There are numerous varieties, such as the maple, elm, ash, poplar, buttonwood, tulip, oak, and others. Many of the streets are completely arched by trees throughout their entire length, and from the Capitol or the Monument Washington presents the appearance of a city in the midst of a forest. This liberal use of trees has had an important effect upon the general health of the people, for malaria, once so common, has almost entirely disappeared.




  The majority of the streets are paved with asphalt, and there is a notable absence of the rattle and roar of vehicles, so common and annoying elsewhere.




  More than one-half the entire area of the city was reserved for public purposes and is now used for the Government buildings and for parks and streets.




  The most populous section is the North-West. Before 1870, it was dreary and unhealthy, abounding in swamps and mainly occupied by the tumble-down shanties of negro squatters. But the Board of Public Works, under the leadership of Governor Shepherd, began an extensive system of public improvements; the swamps were drained, streets laid out, and now the quarter is noted for the beauty of its highways and the elegance of its buildings. Here are the White House and the great department buildings, the theatres, the great hotels and stores, and the greatest number of churches and public institutions. In the portion known as the “ West End” are the great mansions that have of late years so added to the beauty and fame of the city. The avenues cutting the streets obliquely have made many odd-shaped lots, and architects have taken advantage of the opportunity to make the buildings picturesquely irregular in their lines. There is no tolerance for the long rows of similar structures so common in other cities, and each house in a street seems to have a certain individuality.




  The North-East is but slightly developed and has as yet but few inhabitants. As the population grows it will doubtless fill up, as the ground is high and the situation healthy.




  The South-East was expected to become the chief quarter of the city, and some large and handsome buildings were erected here at an early date. But the development was retarded by the high prices demanded for land, and the tide of fashion and improvement set in to the North-West. Of late years, however, many fine buildings have been erected, and while it may never rival the West End in the way of fashion, it bids fair to become a beautiful and populous quarter.




  The South-West is almost wholly given up to business, and is filled with manufacturing establishments, lumber yards, wharves, etc.




  The great central thoroughfare is Pennsylvania Avenue. It is nearly five miles long, but is broken in two places by the Capitol and the Treasury. Between the two, its length of a mile and one-half forms the chief highway of the city. Its width is one hundred and sixty feet, and it is paved with asphalt. The smaller buildings are giving way to magnificent modern structures, and in a few years it will become the most splendid avenue in the world. A grand view is obtained by standing on the steps of the Treasury and looking towards the Capitol.
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  The large area reserved for park purposes forms a very attractive feature of Washington life. West of the Capitol is the broad stretch of lands known as The Mall, extending to the river. The grounds nearest the Capitol form the Botanical Gardens, and contain great conservatories stored with rare plants. There is also a beautiful fountain designed by Bartholdi. To the west of the Botanical Gardens are the grounds of the National Museum and Smithsonian Institution, and of the Department of Agriculture, under whose charge are the great propagating gardens. At the end of The Mall, the Washington Monument rears its gleaming white shaft high towards heaven, and beyond are the grounds reclaimed from the river and laid out in beautiful parks.




  On Pennsylvania Avenue, opposite the White House, is Lafayette Square. It comprises about seven acres, and has many large trees and beautiful plants. Rare tropical flowers are set out in spring and make the square a very attractive place.




  [image: ]




  At the south-east entrance is a beautiful memorial erected by Congress to Lafayette and his compatriots who served during the Revolution. The figures are of bronze, the work of the French sculptors, Falquiere and Mercie. The total cost was $50,000.




  The figure of Lafayette is ten feet high, and represents the gallant Frenchman in his uniform as a Continental general. At the sides are statues of Rochambeau and Duportail, of the French army, and D’Estaing and De Grasse, of the navy. In front is “America” holding up a sword to Lafayette.
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  In the centre of the Square is the bronze equestrian statue of General Andrew Jackson, by Clark Mills. It is of heroic size, and the pose, as the horse is reared back while the general is giving a salute, is very striking. It was unveiled January 8, 1853, the thirty-eighth anniversary of the great victory of New Orleans. The material was obtained from cannon captured in Jackson’s campaigns. This statue was the first piece of bronze casting of any magnitude undertaken in this country, and Mr. Mills met with great difficulties in his work, having to design his furnace himself. The cost was $50,000.




  North of the Square is the house occupied by Hon. William H. Seward, while Secretary of State, and where the assassin Payne attempted to kill him the same night that Booth shot President Lincoln.




  At the north-east corner is the old mansion formerly occupied by Hon. Charles Sumner, while Senator from Massachusetts. It now forms a part of the Arlington Hotel.




  At the north-west corner is the old Decatur mansion, built in 1819, the first private house on the Square. Subsequently, it became the residence of several foreign ministers. Later, it was occupied by Henry Clay, Martin Van Buren, and Daniel Webster, while Secretaries of State.
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  Washington Circle is at the intersection of Pennsylvania and New Hampshire Avenues and Twenty-third and K Streets, N.W. It contains Clark Mills’s equestrian statue of Washington. The hero is represented as he appeared at the critical moment during the battle of Princeton. The American troops had given way before the onslaught of the foe, but Washington, with drawn sword, is rallying them to renew the fight. The likeness was taken from a bust by Houdon, executed during Washington’s lifetime. The figure was cast from cannon given by Congress, and cost $50,000. It was unveiled in 1860.




  DuPont Circle is at the intersection of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Connecticut Avenues and Nineteenth and P Streets, N.W. It is handsomely laid out with trees and flowers. In the centre is the bronze statue of Admiral Samuel Francis DuPont, by Launt Thompson. The figure is of heroic size and the Admiral is represented as clad in full uniform and standing on the quarter-deck, with his marine glass in his hand. The pedestal is of granite, with a base of bluestone. The statue was unveiled with appropriate ceremonies, December 20, 1884, Hon. Thomas F. Bayard, of Delaware, delivering the oration. The cost of the monument was $10,000.
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  Ten streets and avenues radiate from DuPont Circle, and some of the finest mansions of the city front upon it. Notable are the houses of Mr. Blaine, and “Stewart Castle,” at present occupied by the Chinese Legation.




  A short distance down Connecticut Avenue is the palatial mansion occupied by the British Legation.




  Scott Square is at the intersection of Massachusetts and Rhode Island Avenues and Sixteenth and N Streets, N.W. It contains a small circular park, in the centre of which is an equestrian statue of General Winfield Scott. It was modelled by H. K. Brown, and cast in Philadelphia in 1874. The bronze was obtained from cannon captured during the Mexican War.
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  The General is represented in the full uniform of Lieutenant-General. The pedestal is of Cape Ann granite, and the five blocks are said to be the largest ever quarried in the United States. The lowest is twenty-six feet long, thirteen feet wide, and two feet thick, and weighs one hundred and twenty tons.




  The cost of the statue was $20,000, and that of the pedestal $25,000.




  Thomas Circle is at the intersection of Vermont and Massachusetts Avenues and Fourteenth and M Streets, N.W. It contains the equestrian statue of General George H. Thomas. It was modelled by J. Q. A. Ward. It is sixteen feet high, and rests on a granite pedestal, on the sides of which are the insignia in bronze of the Army of the Cumberland. The statue, costing $50,000, was erected by the comrades of the General, the members of the Society of the Army of the Cumberland. The pedestal, costing $25,000, was provided by Congress. In connection with the ceremony of dedication there was a grand military and civil parade, November 19,1879. Hon. Stanley Mathews delivered the oration.




  Four magnificent bronze lamps at the corners of the pedestal add greatly to the artistic effect of the monument.
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  North-west of Thomas Circle is the bronze statue of Martin Luther, erected by the members of the Lutheran Church. It was cast in Germany from the same moulds as the statue forming the centerpiece of the celebrated memorial at Worms. It is eleven feet high—a commanding figure. The Great Reformer is represented as he appeared before the famous Diet of Worms, 1521. In his left hand he holds a Bible, to which he points with his right; while his face, on which faith is admirably portrayed, is turned upward.




  The statue was modelled by Rietschel, and cost, with the pedestal, $10,000.
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  Iowa Circle is at the intersection of Vermont and Rhode Island Avenues and Thirteenth and P Streets, N.W. It is proposed to erect here a statue of General John A. Logan, at the estimated cost of $40,000.
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  Farragut Square covers an area of a little more than one acre, at the intersection of Connecticut Avenue and I Street, N.W. In it stands the colossal bronze statue of Admiral David G. Farragut, modelled by Mrs. Vinnie Ream Hoxie. The figure is ten feet in height, and stands on a granite pedestal, which has a height of twenty feet. The material was taken from the propeller of Farragut’s famous flag-ship, the “ Hartford,” with which he passed the forts below New Orleans and fought in Mobile Bay. The monument was unveiled April 25, 1881, Hon. Horace Maynard, of Tennessee, and Hon. Daniel W. Voorhees, of Indiana, being the orators of the occasion.
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  M’Pherson Square is at the intersection of Vermont Avenue and I Street, N.W. It contains a colossal equestrian statue of General James B. M’Pherson, erected by the Society of the Army of the Tennessee. It was designed by Louis T. Robisso. The bronze was obtained from cannon donated by Congress, and the cost was nearly $25,000. It is fourteen feet high and stands on a massive granite pedestal, costing $25,000. The statue was unveiled October 18, 1876, and the ceremony was accompanied by an imposing military display and delivery of an oration by General John A. Logan.




  Franklin Square is between Thirteenth and Fourteenth and I and K Streets, N.W. It comprises about four acres, and is prettily laid out, containing a large fountain in the centre. The spring supplying this fountain is excellent, and pipes convey water from it to the White House. Franklin Public School, the finest in the city, is opposite the northeast corner.
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  In the small triangular space made by the intersection of Tenth and D Streets with Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., is a fine marble statue of Benjamin Franklin, presented to the city by Stillson Hutchins, in 1889. The figure is of heroic size, and rests on a granite pedestal eleven feet high. The great patriot and philosopher is represented in the dress he used while Minister to the Court of France during the Revolution.
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  Judiciary Square lies north of the junction of Louisiana and Indiana Avenues with D Street, N.W., and comprises about twenty acres. In the northern portion is the Pension Building, and in the southern the City Hall or District Court-House, in which the assassin Guiteau was tried for the murder of President Garfield. In front of the Court-House is a marble column twenty-seven feet high, on the top of which is a statue of Abraham Lincoln, made by Lot Flannery, a self-taught sculptor. The monument was erected by the subscriptions of the citizens of the District.
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  A bronze statue of General John A. Rawlins, Chief of Staff for General Grant, 1865, and Secretary of War in 1869, stands in a small triangular plot formed by the intersection of Pennsylvania and Louisiana Avenues and Ninth Street, N.W. The figure is of heroic size, and was cast from cannon captured during the Civil War, which were donated by Congress. It was designed by J. Bailey, and cast in Philadelphia. The pedestal is of granite and is twelve feet high. The cost was $12,000, defrayed by the friends of the General. The statue was unveiled in 1874.




  At the corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and Seventh Street, N.W., is a pretty drinking-fountain, presented to the city by Dr. Cogswell, of California.




  At the corner of Sixth and B Streets, N.W., is the passenger station of the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad. It is connected with the history of the nation, as being the scene of a very tragic event. While walking through the ladies’ waiting-room, on the arm of Secretary Blaine, President Garfield was shot by Guiteau, July 2, 1881. A silver star, set into the floor, marks the spot where he fell, and the company has placed a memorial tablet on the wall opposite the spot.
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  Stanton Place, formerly Greene Square, is at the intersection of Massachusetts and Maryland Avenues and Fifth and C Streets, N.E. It has an area of about three and one-half acres, and contains a colossal bronze equestrian statue of General Nathaniel Greene, the distinguished Revolutionary soldier and the hero of the battle of Eutaw Springs. It was modelled by H. K. Brown, and cast in Philadelphia. The cost was $50,000. The Continental Congress voted a statue to General Greene on account of his distinguished services, but lack of means and the apathy of succeeding Congresses caused a long delay. Finally an appropriation was secured and the statue erected in 1877.




  Lincoln Park is on East Capitol Street, a mile east of the Capitol, and has an area of six and one-half acres. It contains the famous bronze group designated “Emancipation.” It was designed by Thomas Ball, and cast in Munich in 1875. Lincoln is represented standing by a pillar, on which rests his right hand holding the Proclamation of Emancipation. His left hand is extended, as in blessing, over a slave kneeling at his feet. The shackles of the slave are broken, and he is gazing at the President as though giving thanks for his liberty. The group is ten feet high, and rests on a granite pedestal. A bronze tablet in the front of the pedestal is inscribed, “Freedom’s Memorial. In grateful memory of Abraham Lincoln, this monument was erected by the Western Sanitary Commission of St. Louis, Mo., with funds contributed solely by emancipated citizens of the United States declared free by his proclamation, January 1, A. D. 1863. The first contribution of five dollars was made by Charlotte Scott, a freed woman of Virginia, being her first earnings in freedom, and consecrated by her suggestion and request, on the day she heard of President Lincoln’s death, to build a monument to his memory.” On the tablet at the back is an extract from the proclamation, “And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice warranted by the Constitution upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind and the gracious favor of Almighty God.”
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  The bronze cost $17,000. The dedication took place April 14, 1876, when Hon. Frederick Douglass delivered the oration.
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  THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT.





  The original design of the Washington Monument contemplated a grand circular hall, two hundred and fifty feet in diameter, and one hundred feet high, surrounded by lofty colonnades. From the centre of the hall there was to rise a marble shaft six hundred feet high. The rotunda at the base was to be a National Memorial Hall, to contain statues of great Americans and paintings illustrating events in the Nation’s history, while the crypt beneath would serve as a burial-place for those whom the people should especially honor.




  The Monument stands at the western extremity of The Mall, so that it is at the same time west of the Capitol and south of the White House, from either of which a superb view of it can be obtained.




  The foundation of the Monument is a mass of rock and concrete, one hundred and forty-one feet square and thirty-eight feet deep. From this rises the shaft, fifty-five feet square at the base, where the walls are fifteen feet thick, and gradually tapering, until, at the elevation of five hundred feet, it is about thirty-five feet square and the walls have a thickness of eighteen inches. At this point the pyramidal roof begins, rising an additional height of fifty-five feet, and ending in an aluminum tip. This metal was chosen because, on account of its freedom from oxidation, it always maintains its brightness. The tip is nine inches high and four and one-half inches square at the base. On the sides are engraved the names of the engineer and architect, the dates of the laying of the corner-stone and of the completion of the Monument, the names of the Commission at the completion, and “Laus Deo.”




  The total height of the Monument from the base-line to the point of the tip is five hundred and fifty-five feet four inches, thus making it the loftiest structure of masonry ever reared by man.*




  * The Eiffel Tower, at Paris, has a height of nine hundred and eighty-four feet, but is built of iron. Of the other lofty buildings in the world, the spires of the Cologne Cathedral are five hundred and twenty-live feet high; the original height of the Great Pyramid was four hundred and eighty-five feet. Several European cathedrals have an altitude but little less; St. Peter’s, at Rome, is four hundred and thirty-two feet high; and St. Paul’s, at London, three hundred and sixty-one feet. Bunker Hill Monument is two hundred and twenty-one feet high. The City Hall, at Philadelphia, will be five hundred and thirty-seven feet high.




  The walls of the interior are lined with granite and contain a number of memorial stones sent from all parts of the world. Some are very beautifully carved, and all have inscriptions. Among these inscriptions are, “Greece,” “Bremen,” “From the Temple of Esculapius, Island of Pares,” “The Free Swiss Confederation, 1870,” “From Braddock’s Field,” “Cherokee Nation, 1855,” “Brazil,” “Arabia,” “China.” One block of sandstone has, “This block of stone is from the original chapel built to William Tell, in 1338, on Lake Lucerne, at the spot where he escaped from Gessler.”




  The interior is lighted by electricity, as there are no openings except the doorway at the base and the eight small windows at the top. Eight massive iron columns, extending from the base to the top, support the iron staircase and the elevator. The strength of the latter was severely tested during the progress of construction, as all the marble blocks were raised by it, and it was constantly bearing a greater weight than it will ever carry again. The time required for a trip to the top is seven minutes. There are nine hundred steps in the staircase, and at every fifty feet are platforms giving the climber a chance for rest, or, if he desire it, access to the elevator.




  A magnificent view is obtained from the top of the Monument. There are two windows on each side, five hundred and seventeen feet above ground. The City of Washington appears spread out like a grand cyclorama, the broad avenues, the parks, and public buildings presenting a beautiful spectacle. The surrounding hills to the north and east form a grand amphitheatre, while to the west the course of the Potomac can be seen as it winds its way through picturesque scenes, and far in the distance lies the haze indicating the Blue Mountains.




  The construction of the Monument was begun by the Washington Monument Society, and the corner-stone was laid July 4, 1848. Hon. Robert C. Winthrop made the address. In the course of his remarks he said, “Build it to the skies, you cannot outreach the loftiness of his principles; found it upon the massive and eternal rock, you cannot make it more enduring than his fame; construct it of the peerless Parian marble, you cannot make it purer than his life; exhaust upon it the rules and principles of ancient and modern art, you cannot make it more proportionate than his character.”




  Work was continued until 1854, when it ceased from lack of funds. Endeavors were made to induce Congress to appropriate the money necessary for the completion, but nothing was accomplished until 1876, when the “Centennial feeling” prevailed and the requisite amount was voted. Work was recommenced and pushed rapidly until it was finished, the capstone being set December 6, 1884, and the Monument was dedicated, with imposing ceremony, February 21, 1885.




  The total cost was $1,187,710, of which $200,000 was furnished by the Society and the balance by Congress.




  Long Bridge extends from the foot of Maryland Avenue across the Potomac, and is more than a mile long. It is an unsightly-looking structure in these days of great engineering feats, but shows thorough and honest workmanship. Though built of wood, as far back as 1835, it is still in very good condition and sustains a very heavy traffic. One side is used by the railroads, the other by vehicles and foot-passengers. It cost about $100,000. It possesses a peculiar interest from the fact that across it marched hundreds of thousands of Union soldiers on their way to the battle-fields of the South, and many a veteran recalls to-day the thrill he felt when, in 1865, on his homeward march, he placed his foot upon Long Bridge.




  Many of the small parks and squares are unimproved and as yet unadorned with statues. But Congress is not oblivious of the Nation’s heroes, and nearly every year is marked by the erection of some new tribute to the brave and wise men who are gone. In a few years no city in the world will be able to vie with Washington in the number and beauty of its memorials. And these will have been erected not by the will of a monarch, but by a loving and grateful people, who desire thus to testify their affection and respect for their faithful fellow-laborers in the cause of human equality and freedom.




  The churches of Washington are very numerous, and the religions of nearly all civilized peoples are represented by their congregations. Some of the edifices are very beautiful and costly, and compare favorably with the temples of any city in the world. There are nearly two hundred churches, and the number of communicants exceeds sixty thousand. The average attendance is about one hundred thousand—nearly one-half the population—a very good showing for any large city.




  The oldest church in the District is St. Paul’s, Rock Creek Parish, near the Soldiers’ Home. Thomas Bradford gave the land, and the church was erected in 1719 of bricks brought from England. Christ Episcopal Church, at Sixth and G Streets, S.E., was built in 1795, shortly after the laying-out of the city, and was doubtless expected to become the fashionable place of worship. The trend of population, however, set in the opposite direction, and the handsome and costly churches are in the North-West. St. John’s, at H and Sixteenth Streets, N.W., was designed by Latrobe, the architect of the Capitol, and erected in 1810. President Madison worshipped in this venerable church, and other Presidents have been regular worshippers. All through his official term President Arthur attended the morning service here. The Church of the Christian Disciples, better known as the Garfield Memorial Church, is on Vermont Avenue between N and O Streets, N.W. It stands on the site of a small chapel where Garfield worshipped for many years while a member of Congress and when President. The pew he occupied has been placed in the church and is draped in black and bears a silver memorial tablet.




  The public schools of the city are admirably conducted. There are many large and handsome buildings in use. The Wallach School, on Pennsylvania Avenue between Seventh and Eighth Streets, S.E., is a fine brick building. The most imposing is the Franklin School, at Thirteenth and K Streets, N.W. It is one of the finest school buildings in the United Slates, and a model of it took the First Prize at the Paris Exhibition, 1889. The annual appropriation for the support of the schools exceeds $700,000. Nearly eight hundred teachers are employed, and there are more than thirty-eight thousand pupils.
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  The importance of good market facilities has not been overlooked, and Washington is very well supplied in this respect. There are five market houses, all of them large and convenient, but the Centre Market is probably the finest structure of its kind in the country. It lies south of Pennsylvania Avenue, between Seventh and Ninth Streets, N.W. In its construction the most improved modern methods were followed, and in the facilities offered to the public and the dealers it is unsurpassed. There are four large buildings forming a square, the length of each being four hundred feet, with an average width of eighty-two feet. The surface available is more than nine thousand square yards, and there are six hundred and sixty-six stalls. The market was built in 1873, and has cost $500,000. Many articles besides food-products can be purchased, there being an extensive variety of household utensils and a great display of flowers and plants. Washington is admirably situated for obtaining choice supplies of all things good to eat. It is in the centre of a fine agricultural region and near Chesapeake Bay, the best place in the world for ducks, terrapin, fish, and oysters. Anyone fond of good living needs but to take a walk through the market in the early morning to make him wish to settle in Washington for the rest of his days.




  The water-supply of Washington is very abundant, and is obtained from the Potomac above the Great Falls. It is conveyed to the city by an aqueduct which has been considered a triumph of engineering. It is nearly twelve miles long, and during its course passes over six bridges and through twelve tunnels. The reservoir is west of Georgetown, and the water is conveyed thence to the city by means of huge mains. They are carried over Rock Creek by a fine bridge which sustains a wide roadway.




  The government of the District of Columbia is in the hands of three Commissioners, appointed by the President. They have full control of all matters, subject to the supervision of Congress. One-half of the current expenses and of the cost of public improvements is borne by Congress, the balance being provided for by local taxation. The assessed valuation of real estate exceeds $150,000,000, and the rate of taxation is one and one-half per cent.
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  CHAPTER II.




  THE CAPITOL AND GROUNDS—MONUMENTS AND STATUES—THE ROTUNDA—THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS—THE SENATE CHAMBER—THE NATIONAL STATUARY HALL—THE HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.




  IN beauty of design, skill in execution, and advantage of situation the Capitol can challenge comparison with any public building in the world. In the midst of a beautiful park, standing on the crest of a hill ninety-six feet above the level of the Potomac, its lofty dome and stately columns are visible at a distance of many miles, and present to the eye of the beholder a picture of majestic beauty that can never be forgotten. Other public buildings of ancient and modern times may excel it in some particulars, but none give such an impression of grandeur and majesty.




  THE GROUNDS.




  The park surrounding the Capitol has an extent of forty-six acres, and has been artistically laid out under the supervision of Mr. Frederic Law Olmstead, of New York. It is surrounded by a low wall of granite, but the drives and pathways have been skilfully planned to give easy access to the building, whose beauties are veiled, but not hidden, by the luxuriant masses of foliage. The grounds afford many delightful spots for rest and retirement, and the Government has done much to make them attractive to the people. Pretty arbors and drinking-fountains and wide, comfortable seats are scattered in shady nooks, while the many varieties of trees from all parts of the world excite the admiration of the visitor. Several trees were planted by President Washington, and one of these, north of the Capitol, known as the Washington Elm, is still flourishing luxuriantly.




  In the southwestern portion of the grounds is a pretty tower erected at the mouth of the tunnel through which is drawn the supply of pure air for the Hall of the House of Representatives. It is covered with ivy and looks as though it were part of some ancient ruin. A similar tower northwest of the Capitol is used for ventilating the Senate Chamber.
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  The slope of the hill west of the Capitol has been beautifully terraced, and the view obtained from this side is much finer than that from the east. The terraces seem part of the building, and the effect is that of a massive mountain of white marble crowned by the glistening dome. Magnificent double flights of steps, forty-eight feet wide, lead to the upper terrace, which is nearly nine hundred feet long and sixty feet wide. It is enclosed by a marble balustrade adorned with elegant bronze vases for flowers.




  At the southwestern entrance to the grounds is a magnificent statue of President Garfield. The figure is of bronze, resting on a granite pedestal. The martyred President is represented as he appeared when delivering his inaugural address. At the base of the pedestal are three recumbent bronze figures representing a Student, a Warrior, and a Statesman, typical of the three periods of Garfield’s life. The monument was erected by his comrades of the Army of the Cumberland, and unveiled May 12, 1887. The artist was J. Q. A. Ward, and the total cost was $65,000.




  THE NAVAL MONUMENT





  Is on Pennsylvania Avenue near the western entrance to the Capitol grounds. It bears the inscription, “In memory of the officers, seamen, and marines of the United States Navy who fell in defence of the Union and liberty of their country, 1861-1865.” The upper figures are nearly nine feet in height and represent America weeping for the loss of her brave sons, while History is inscribing on a tablet the record of their illustrious deeds. On the front is a statue of Victory, holding aloft a laurel crown, and at her feet are figures of Neptune and Mars, typifying the Navy and the Marine Corps. On the back is a statue of Peace, extending an olive branch, while around her are emblems of her conquests. The monument is of Carrara marble resting on a granite pedestal, and is forty-six feet high. It was executed in Rome by Franklin Simmons from a design by Admiral Porter, and was unveiled in 1877. It was erected by the contributions of the Navy, amounting to $21,000, the pedestal, costing $20,000, being provided by Congress.
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  Immediately west of the Capitol is the large bronze statue of Chief Justice John Marshall. The great jurist, clad in his robe of office and seated in the chair he used for so many years, is represented as delivering a judicial opinion. The pedestal is of Italian marble, and bears on its front the inscription, “John Marshall, Chief Justice of the United States. Erected by the Bar and Congress of the United States. A.D. MDCCCLXXXIV.” Panels on the sides, with figures in low relief, represent Minerva dictating to Young America the Constitution of the United States, and Victory leading Young America to swear fidelity on the altar of the Union.
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  Facing the grand central portico is the colossal statue of Washington, executed in Rome by Horatio Greenough, and placed in position in 1842. It is of Carrara marble, resting on a granite pedestal, and cost $45,000. Washington is represented as seated in a curule chair, his left hand holding a sheathed sword, while his right is extended toward heaven. The figure is partially nude, a mantle draping the body below the waist and extending over the right shoulder. The chair is adorned with statuettes of Columbus and an Indian chief and with lions’ heads and acanthus leaves. On the sides are designs representing Hercules strangling the serpents, and Apollo driving the chariot of the Sun. On the back is a Latin inscription, “Simulacrum istud ad magnum Libertatis exemplum, nee sine ipsa duraturum,” which may be translated, “This statue is for a great example of Liberty, nor without Liberty will the example endure.” On the pedestal is the famous extract from the eulogy delivered by Govenor Henry Lee, of Virginia, “First in war, first in peace, first in the hearts of his countrymen.”
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  THE CAPITOL





  Consists of a central building connected by corridors with two wings or extensions. It has a rustic basement, a principal story, and an attic story surmounted by an entablature and a balustrade. Its total length is seven hundred and fifty-one feet four inches and its breadth varies from fifty-six feet to three hundred and twenty-four feet, including the porticoes and steps, and it covers an area of nearly four acres. Its extreme height from the ground to the top of the statue of Liberty on the summit of the dome is three hundred and seven feet six inches.




  The central portion, or the original Capitol, completed in 1827, is three hundred and fifty-two feet four inches long and one hundred and twenty-one feet six inches wide. It is constructed of Virginia sandstone, painted white. The connecting corridors, forty-four feet long and fifty-six feet wide, and the wings, one hundred and forty-two feet eight inches long and two hundred and thirty-eight feet ten inches wide, are constructed of Massachusetts marble.




  The Capitol faces the east, while the rear overlooks the most populous and fashionable quarter of Washington. It was originally believed that the city would develop toward the east, but the extension has been almost entirely in the opposite direction, and, like the Irishman’s shanty, the Capitol has its “front door on the back side.” Of late years efforts have been made to have the central portion rebuilt of marble, and the opportunity will doubtless be taken to make the western front conform to the eastern.




  The grand central portico at the eastern entrance is one hundred and sixty feet wide and has twenty-four massive monolithic columns, thirty feet high. On the tympanum is an allegorical group, designed by John Quincy Adams and executed by Persico, a distinguished Roman sculptor. It represents the “ Genius of America.” The central figure is America with spear and shield, at her feet an eagle with an olive branch. The shield rests on an altar inscribed with the date, July 4, 1776. Hope, resting on an anchor, is addressing America, who points to Justice. Justice is holding the Constitution of the United States, and is watching her scales.
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  On the buttresses at the top of the steps are two colossal marble groups. The southern one is entitled the “Discovery of America,” and represents Columbus holding the globe, while an Indian maiden, amazed and terrified, crouches at his feet. The armor was copied from a suit worn by Columbus and still preserved at Genoa. The group was executed by Persico in 1846 and cost $24,000.




  The northern group is entitled “Civilization, or the First Settlement of America,” and represents a struggle between a pioneer and an Indian. The wife of the pioneer, holding her babe to her bosom, is terrified at his danger, but is waiting to share his death or victory. The group is the work of Greenough and cost $24,000.




  Colossal statues of Carrara marble, representing War and Peace, stand in niches on either side of the entrance. They were executed by Persico and cost $12,000 each.




  [image: ]




  Over the entrance is a sculpture, in low relief, by Capellano, representing Washington being crowned with laurel by Fame and Peace.




  On the grand central portico the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court has administered the oath of office to the Presidents of the United States since the inauguration of Andrew Jackson in 1829. Before a vast multitude of their fellow-citizens from all parts of the land the Chiefs of the Nation have vowed, by the help of God, to be faithful in the performance of the duties of their high office. To their honor be it said that their oaths have never been violated. No other country in the world can show such a succession of rulers. Great statesmen and victorious soldiers are to be found in the list, but in every case personal ambition has given way to the desire to serve the country.




  At the main entrance of the Capitol is the famous bronze door, designed by Randolph Rogers and cast in Munich in I860. It is within a bronze casing, is nineteen feet high and nine feet wide, weighs ten tons, and cost $28,000. On the casing are emblematic designs and at the top a bust of Columbus. On the nine panels are designs in high relief representing scenes in the life of Columbus and in the discovery of America. Taken in order, beginning at the lowest left-hand panel, they show: “The Examination of Columbus before the Council of Salamanca;” “The Departure of Columbus from the Convent of La Rabida for the Spanish Court;” “Columbus before the Court of Ferdinand and Isabella;” “The Departure of Columbus from Palos on his First Voyage of Discovery;” “Columbus Landing at San Salvador;” “First Encounter of Columbus with the Indians;” “Triumphal Entry of Columbus into Barcelona;” “ Columbus in Chains;” “The Death-bed of Columbus.” Between the panels are ten heads of the historians of the voyages of the great discoverer, and at the sides are statuettes of prominent contemporaries.




  The House and Senate extensions have each twenty-two massive monolithic columns on their eastern porticoes and ten similar columns on their northern and southern projections and on their western fronts. On the tympanum of the northern, or Senate, extension is a magnificent marble group, designed and executed by Thomas Crawford, representing “American Civilization and the Decadence of the Indian Races.” The central figure represents America; on the right are Pioneers and Indians; on the left, War, Commerce, Education, and the Mechanical Arts.




  At the entrance of the Senate extension is a bronze door modelled by Thomas Crawford and cast at Chicopee, Mass. It is fourteen feet six inches high and nine feet six inches wide, and weighs seven tons. It cost $57,000, and was placed in position in 1868. Its eight panels contain scenes in high relief representing incidents in the early history of the United States. Beginning with the uppermost right-hand panel, are the “Battle of Bunker Hill and the Death of General Warren, June, 1775;” the “Battle of Monmouth and Washington’s Rebuke of General Charles Lee, the Traitor, June, 1778;” the “Battle of Yorktown, 1781, the Gallantry of Hamilton;” “A Hessian Soldier in a Death-struggle with an American;” an allegory of the “Blessings of Peace;” the “Ovation to Washington at Trenton, 1789;” the “Inauguration of Washington as First President of the United States;” and the “Laying of the Corner-stone of the Capitol of the United States.” On the framework are designs of the acanthus, maize, grape, and cotton-boll. The door is one of the finest specimens of bronze-casting ever made in the United States, and compares very favorably with the Rogers door.
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  The huge dome, rising in its classic beauty far above the main building, is a fitting crown to the noble edifice. It is of cast iron and weighs nearly four thousand tons. Large sheets of iron, securely bolted together, rest on iron ribs, and by the plan used in its construction the changes of temperature make its contraction and expansion merely “like the folding and unfolding of the lily.” It was built from designs of Thomas U. Walter, of Philadelphia, and cost $1,250,000. Eight years were required in its construction, so carefully was the work done, and as it is thoroughly protected from the weather by thick coatings of white paint, renewed yearly, it is likely to last for centuries. Its base consists of a peristyle of thirty-six fluted columns surmounted by an entablature and a balustrade. Then comes an attic story, and above this the dome proper. At the top is a gallery, surrounded by a balustrade, from which may be obtained a magnificent view of the city and its environs. Rising from the gallery is the “lantern,” fifteen feet in diameter and fifty feet high, surrounded by a peristyle. Over the lantern is a globe, and standing on the globe is the bronze statue of Liberty, designed by Thomas Crawford and cast at Bladensburg, Md. It is nineteen feet six inches high, weighs seven and one-half tons, and cost more than $24,000. It was placed in position December 2, 1863, amid the salutes from guns in Washington and the surrounding forts and the cheers of the thousands of soldiers.
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