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Words to Understand
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eliminated: Removed from competition after losing.


persevered: Kept going even when it was difficult.


siblings: Brothers or sisters.


role models: People you can look up to.


selective: Picky or choosy (to make sure only the best get in).


statistics: Numbers that show important information (like the total number of points a player scored in a season or how many shots a team missed during a game).
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DREAMS OF THE NBA


Carmelo Anthony’s shoes squeak as he dashes across the court floor. His teammates aren’t far behind. Sweat drips down his face, showing that he is working hard. The entire United States basketball team is tired, but they can’t rest just yet. They have an international championship to win, and this is one of the first games of the series.


Carmelo dribbles the ball to the three-point line and takes a second to line up his shot. Then he jumps . . . shoots . . . and scores!


For a player to make a basket from the three-point line, he must have great aim. Carmelo is known for his ability to make a basket from anywhere on the court. It helped him score many more points that day.


In fact, on August 2, 2012, Carmelo Anthony made history by scoring 37 points in a single Olympic basketball game. He is the first and only Olympic athlete to do this.


The team Carmelo and the rest of the U.S. team were facing was Nigeria. In the end, the United States beat the Nigerian team by scoring a total of 156 points. Nigeria only scored 73. This was the third team the United States had faced in the 2012 Olympic Games. After the game, Nigeria was eliminated, and the United States moved on to the next round. The U.S. basketball team went on to earn the gold medal for its second Olympics in a row. Carmelo had been part of the team back in 2008 as well.
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Carmelo was born in Brooklyn, New York. Things weren’t always easy for Carmelo and his family living in Brooklyn. The family didn’t have much money and would have to move to Baltimore, Maryland, while Carmelo was still very young.





After earning his Olympic medal, Carmelo was asked how it felt to win gold for a second time in a row. He said, “It’s unexplainable. All our hard work has paid off since we started back in Vegas.”


The U.S. basketball team is made up of players from all over the country. These athletes do not normally play together. They need to train a lot to learn how to work well together on the court. Becoming the best team in the world is never easy. Every teammate needs to play his best.


“We knew it wasn’t going to be easy,” Carmelo added. “We stuck together and we persevered.”


The interviewer also asked Carmelo what the medal meant for the United States. He said, “I hope it means a lot. I hope it means everything. Our country is behind us. Our fans are behind us. We came over here and we did this for then. I’m proud of everybody.”


Olympic basketball players from the United States do not get paid to compete. When they take part in the Olympics, they do it for free. For Carmelo, the honor of earning an Olympic gold medal is better than any paycheck.


It had been a long road that brought him to this moment. He had worked hard to get to the Olympics. But for Carmelo, every inch of his journey was worth it!


GROWING UP


Carmelo Kyam Anthony was born on May 29, 1984, in Brooklyn, New York. (Brooklyn is one of New York City’s five sections, or boroughs.) Carmelo was named after his father, who came from a Puerto Rican family. His mother, Mary, is African-American. Carmelo never really got to know his father, because he died of cancer when Carmelo was just two years old.


The death of Carmelo’s father left Mary alone to raise her young child, as well as her other three children. She worked as a housekeeper to make ends meet. (Housekeepers are paid to clean and manage the households of other people.) Being a single mother was not easy for Mary. She needed to work very long hours to earn enough money to support the family.
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