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INTRODUCTION AND HOW TO PLAY

Quite some time ago, there was a television game show called Name That Tune. Contestants on the show would predict how many musical notes it would take them to recognize a song. The player who placed the lowest “bid” was given the chance to listen to a few notes, and then it was time to name that tune. This book is set up along a similar premise.

If you can name that ballplayer on the first clue, you will be awarded five points. If you require a second clue, take three points, and if you need a third clue, you can still salvage one point. Using this system, you can compare your grand total with that of another player who also owns this book.

However, if you really want to keep the baseball motif going, there’s another way to keep score: Nail the identity of the player in question on the first clue and give yourself a home run; on the second clue, credit yourself with a double ; and score a single if you identify the player on the third and final clue.

So, throughout the book, think of yourself as a batter with each clue representing a pitch—three strikes and you’re out. You’ll have to take a hike back to the bench before moving on to your next at bat.

Keep in mind players’ statistics and feats mentioned are through the end of the 2008 regular season, and, therefore, do not include any awards bestowed for that year.

Each chapter represents a portion of our imaginary game. Beginning with “Batting Practice,” in which you will be tossed some easy lobs, try to rack up sure points because each chapter gets increasingly more difficult. In the next chapter, “The Early Innings,” things start off relatively slowly and in an exploratory manner, much like the first three innings of a typical baseball game. In “The Middle Innings,” things start to get more serious, with the questions increasing in difficulty. Sometimes the players in question won’t be as famous as those in earlier chapters, and sometimes the problem is more difficult, since the clues may be a bit vague on purpose. “The Stretch Innings” may be a true challenge to many readers, as you will be presented with somewhat obscure players and/or be given less-obvious clues; here, you may find out if you’re a good two-strike hitter. A brief final chapter, “Extra Innings,” follows with its own special rules: You get one quick question with limited clues, and you either come up big in the clutch or fail. In any event, stretch your brain and memory, and step up to the plate—enjoy!





1

BATTING PRACTICE

Just as players routinely take batting practice—they shorten the term to “B.P.”—to loosen up and work on their game, in this chapter you will be presented with some easy offerings, soft tosses, as it were, for you to jack out of the park. Build up your points early, because in the late innings of the book, things will become a bit nasty—again, it’s just like a real baseball game. Some pitches early in the game don’t seem to have quite the importance of those deep into the game. Then the blazing fast and filthy breaking stuff comes at you late in the game off a starter who has lasting power, like a Bob Gibson or a closer such as a Billy Wagner or a Mariano Rivera.
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	This Hall of Fame flamethrower of a pitcher was traded along with three other players from the Mets to the Angels in December of 1971, when he was just 24 years old, for Jim Fregosi (who would wind up with a .265 lifetime batting average) in one of the most lopsided trades ever engineered.

	The first player to earn $1 million in a season, he packed fans into ballparks across the nation with his 100+ mph fastball; fans knew that the possibilities of a no-hitter occurring and/or a strikeout record tumbling were palpable every time he took to the hill.

	This ageless wonder broke Sandy Koufax’s single-season record when he whiffed 383 batters in 1973, one of 11 times he led his league in Ks. In fact, he was still fanning 200 to 300 hitters when he was as old as 44. His best total as an “old-timer” came in 1989 when, at the age of 42, he struck out 301 men. Bottom-line numbers: an ungodly 27 seasons pitched, 324 wins, a best-ever total of 5,714 strikeouts, and a lifetime ERA of 3.19.
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	During the off-season after the 2006 World Series, this man inked a $126 million contract (leaving the A’s for the Giants) that would cover seven years and make him the highest-paid pitcher of all time, earning about a half-million dollars each time he took to the hill.

	A three-time All-Star, this southpaw won 23 games in 2002, which propelled him to capture the Cy Young Award that year. However, by 2008 things had soured, and he posted a 10-17 record with a bloated ERA of 5.15.

	He is one of only a smattering of men with the last initial of “Z” to make it to the majors.
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	This Yankees center fielder hit .325 lifetime and was married to one of Hollywood’s most glamorous stars.

	His brothers, both big leaguers, were Vince and Dom. The man in question had more homers than strikeouts in a record seven seasons.

	He was known as the “Yankee Clipper” and he was baseball’s first $100,000-per-season player (1949).
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	This smooth center fielder, who spent nearly his entire career with the Giants, robbed so many batters on deep drives to the outfield that a writer once gushed that this player’s glove was where “triples go to die.” His catches were often as spectacular as a Hawaiian sunset.

	Until his godson Barry Bonds came along, only Hank Aaron and Babe Ruth had hit more than his 660 homers, but this Hall of Famer was much more than just a power hitter—he could do it all, and was a true “fivetool” ballplayer. Surprisingly, even though he chased home 1,902 runs, he never led his league in RBI. Seemingly only a pact with Lucifer could produce a more complete package of a player.

	His colorful nickname was “The Say Hey Kid.”
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	His real name is listed as Denton True _________ , but because he threw like a cyclone, he earned a different name. Any way you look at it, though, he’s the ultimate name in pitching. He owns fifteen 20-win seasons, best ever, and his 511 lifetime victories is one record experts believe will endure forever.

	He won nearly 62 percent of all his decisions, racked up three no-hitters (one of them was a perfect game), and lived from just after the Civil War until several years after the Korean War. He is the only man to throw a no-hitter in both the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

	If you haven’t got this one by now, try this clue: The premier yearly award given to the game’s top pitcher is named after this man.
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	Hardly a superstar, this former St. Louis Cardinal is as pesky and as tiny—listed at 5-foot-7 and 165 pounds—as a splinter.

	He came to the Cardinals via the Angels, where he was a member of the 2002 World Champions.

	When his Cards won it all in 2006, he once again proved his worth, winning the MVP of the World Series. He spent 2008 with Toronto and Arizona.
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	When the first-ever election was held for the Baseball Hall of Fame, this man received more votes than any other baseball legend, and thus became one of five charter members in the Hall.

	Known for his volatility, he was equally famous for his passionate drive. When he was young, before he became a major leaguer, his mother had shot and killed his father, and a theory holds that this man was, in effect, obsessively still trying to show his father just how good he was.

	One of his quotes says it all about this fiery outfielder who was known as “The Georgia Peach”: “I had to be first all the time—first in everything. All I ever thought about was winning.”
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	There’s a misconception that this all-time great was born in Commerce, Oklahoma, given his nickname, “The Commerce Comet.” His actual birthplace was Spavinaw, Oklahoma.

	He followed Joe DiMaggio among a string of stellar outfielders—specifically center fielders, in their cases—for the Yankees.

	His power is unquestioned, and he was the ultimate switch-hitting slugger.
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	In 2006, this man became the first catcher to win the American League (AL) batting title when he hit .347. In fact, that average made him the first catcher ever who led the entire majors in hitting. In 2008, he nailed down another batting crown, this time with a .328 average.

	His first taste of big league play came in 2004 when he played 35 games for the Twins as a 21-year-old.

	The St. Paul, Minnesota, native made the 2006 All-Star team and finished in the top ten for the MVP Award as well.
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	He’s played for the Phillies, where he won the Rookie of the Year Award in 1997, and the Cardinals, where he has appeared frequently in postseason play. He owns a 2006 World Series ring but made bigger headlines for his feud with St. Louis manager, Tony LaRussa. Their disputes eventually led to his being traded to Toronto for Troy Glaus in 2008.

	He owns Gold Gloves galore, seven through 2007 for his toil at the hot corner.

	His most outstanding season was 2004, when he established single-season highs of 34 HR, 124 RBI, and a .314 batting average. That season he finished fourth in MVP voting.
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	Active in 2006 as the ace of the San Francisco Giants, this righty has won as many as 18 games, doing so in 2004, the year Sporting News selected him as their Pitcher of the Year.

	The previous season he led the National League (NL) in ERA with a sparkling 2.34. In 2002, 2003, 2004, and 2006 he was among the league leaders for strikeouts, with his third-place finish in 2004 (with 151 whiffs) being his personal best.

	He broke in with the Atlanta Braves, then moved on to the Pirates before becoming a Giant, but was with the Dodgers in 2007.
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	This Hall of Fame outfielder hit an amazing .345 lifetime (from 1907 to 1928). His nickname was “The Gray Eagle.” He was the first man to win the World Series in his first full season as a manager—in 1920 with the Indians.

	He shares the same initials with fellow Hall of Famer who went by the nickname “Tom Terrific.”

	In the Dead Ball Era (1900-1919), this man played such a shallow center field that he became, in effect, a fifth infielder. As a matter of fact, at times he positioned himself so near to second base, he set a record when he was responsible for turning six unassisted double plays. It wasn’t that uncommon for him to come in on, say, a sinking line drive, snag it, then dash to second base to retire a runner who had drifted too far from that bag. He even, on occasion, took part in sneak-in pickoff plays, taking the throw from a swiveling pitcher to gun down a stunned runner at second.
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	The success this Hall of Famer had with his wicked splitter, which he relied upon heavily, changed the game of baseball. He once stated that without that pitch, he would have been, at the very best, a “Double-A player.”

	When he retired in 1988, his 300 saves stood third place on the alltime list, trailing only two other greats of the game, Rollie Fingers and Goose Gossage.

	In a 2006 ceremony, the St. Louis Cardinals retired his number-42 jersey, which had already been retired by the Cards and every other big league club to honor Jackie Robinson. This pitcher also worked for the Cubs and the Braves.
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	When the pitcher from the above question won his Cy Young in 1979, this man came in second, and his Houston Astros teammate, J. R. Richard, came in third. Both the man in question and his older brother were knuckleball specialists; his brother won over 300 games and was voted into the Hall of Fame.

	One of the most infamous moments in this player’s career came when he was caught with a nail file in his uniform pocket, allegedly in his possession, of course, to doctor the baseball. Shortly after, during his suspension for that rules violation, he made an appearance on a television talk show, coming on stage wearing a carpenter’s apron and lugging a power sander.

	This man’s son, Lance, also made it to the big league level, albeit not as a pitcher.
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	This outfielder was an instrumental part of the Indians’success in the 1990s and has gone on to help the Red Sox win a World Series.

	Many consider him to be as lacking on defense as he is awesome on offense. He has been labeled a sort of scatterbrain and was even said to have suffered from Attention Deficit Disorder. However, he lets his bat speak for him: He’s a .314 lifetime hitter who, through 2008, had accumulated 527 homers. Further, in 1999, his incredible 165 RBI was the best output since Jimmie Foxx back in 1938. By 2008 he had worn out his welcome in Boston and was sent to the Dodgers in a three-way swap which brought Jason Bay to the Red Sox.

	During a game in 2005, the Red Sox pitching coach visited pitcher Wade Miller and the player in question entered Fenway Park’s Green Monster, vanishing from the playing field. When Miller was ready to resume pitching, the outfielder had still not taken his position in left field. Experts could not recall another time that such a bizarre moment had occurred on a big league diamond.
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	This Hall of Famer is a native of Panama, born on a train in 1945 in the town of Gatun.

	He hit line drives as straight and as low to the ground as Florida’s “Alligator Alley.” In 1977, the year he was the American League’s MVP, he won one of his seven batting crowns, ripping the ball to a .388 tune, then the highest average since Ted Williams hit .406 in 1941.

	He spent his entire career with the Twins and the Angels, playing second base, and then, in the second half of his career, first base.
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	This all-time great hails from Donora, Pennsylvania, born there on November 21, 1920. He finished his illustrious 22-year career with 3,630 hits. Oddly, exactly half of those hits came at home and half during road trips.

	He won the NL MVP in 1943, 1946, and 1948. Hank Aaron, Willie Mays, and this man are the only greats ever to have played in 24 All-Star games.

	He won the batting crown a sensational seven times, has a colorful nickname, and is one of the game’s most amiable and respected men. A statue of him stands outside the park in the city where he played for his entire career.
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	This active outfielder not only comes from the same hometown as the man in the question above, but he was also born on the same day. Additionally, his father, a lifetime .296 hitter, is also a Donora, Pennsylvania, native.

	He was so talented that he broke in at a very young age, 19 in 1989, making him the second-youngest player in the majors that season. That fact spawned his nickname, “The Kid,” although he also goes by “Junior.”

	From his early days with the Mariners, where he became the first player to appear in a big league game with his father, to his stint with the Reds, this man has done it all, pounding out well over 600 homers.
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	Until Hank Aaron and Eddie Mathews combined forces to swat their 773rd career home run as teammates in 1965, Ruth and this man held the record.

	On May 31, 1925, this man began the most fantastic durability streak in sports history, one that lasted until Cal Ripken Jr. finally blew by this venerable achievement.

	He had 100 or more runs and runs driven in during each of his 13 full seasons, once hit four homers in a single contest, and, power aside (and he did crank out 493 homers), he hit a lofty .340 lifetime. Incidentally, this man was the first ever to have his uniform number retired.
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	This hard-hitting first baseman/designated hitter enjoyed a revival year in 2006, helping the A’s to a playoff bid and a sweep over the Twins in the American League Division Series (ALDS), where he hit a cool .500.

	His previous 16 years were all spent with the White Sox, where he won the MVP in both 1993 and 1994. He spent 2007 and part of 2008 with Toronto before returning to the A’s.

	His nickname, “The Big Hurt,” is quite fitting, as he really puts a sting on the ball, inflicting pain on opposing pitchers. Through 2008 he had crushed 521 homers.
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	This man has been famous since his fabulous days on high school diamonds, starring at Westminster Christian School in Miami. There, he hit.477 with 42 steals (his big power surge was still a few years away—he entered 2009 with 553 HR) over 35 games.

	His breakout season came in 1996 in his first full big league season. All he did was lead the American League in hitting (.358), doubles, runs, and RBI. He also belted 36 homers and established new records by a shortstop for runs, hits, doubles, extra base hits, and slugging percentage. A move to third base would come later.

	When this player’s name is mentioned, most people probably think about his enormous salary, but after his disappearing act in the 2006 postseason (a single in 14 at bats) and again in 2007 (4-for-15 with but one RBI), some critics pointed out his difficulties with hitting in vital spots instead.
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	As is still the case with “Shoeless” Joe Jackson, the debate still rages over whether or not this all-time luminary—from 1963, when he was the NL Rookie of the Year, through 1986—belongs in the Hall of Fame.

	This man always hustled on the field and had a burning, Ty Cobb- like desire to win. He played every infield position except short, and all three outfield spots, though rarely center field, over his career. While his last name is the same as that of a flower, there has been a figurative stench, and a red—as in Cincinnati Reds and as in scarlet—letter associated with him due to his gambling, a baseball taboo.

	If those clues aren’t enough, “all-time hit king” should wrap it up.
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	For years this steady, highly productive ballplayer put up big numbers but didn’t get much ink. Things soon changed after he emphatically testified before a congressional committee that he did not do steroids. Not long after his denial he started getting a lot of the wrong kind of publicity when it was discovered that he had, in fact, taken steroids.

	His lifetime statistics are Hall of Fame-worthy (3,020 hits, #23 all-time; 585 doubles, #15; 1,835 RBI, #14; and 569 HR, #9), but speculation is that the temperature in Hades would have to dip into the lower 30s before he’d be voted into Cooperstown.

	The only time he was ever traded was from the Cubs, along with Jamie Moyer and Drew Hall, for reliever Mitch Williams and five other Rangers back in December of 1988.
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	This active standout ranks first for the most lifetime homers launched by a switch-hander in NL play—408 entering 2009. He also won his first batting crown in 2008 when he hit a lofty .364, by far his highest average, as a 36-year-old.

	Mainly a third baseman, he has played some outfield for the Braves, the only team he’s played for since he broke in back in 1993. By 1999, he took home MVP honors when he led Atlanta (who would win the pennant but get swept by the Yankees) to the playoffs while hitting a personal high of 45 home runs.

	His real first name is Larry but he goes by a much peppier nickname. Meanwhile, his last name is one of the most common surnames in the United States.
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	This Hall of Famer’s nickname gives his first name away, “King Carl,” but he was also known as the “Meal Ticket.”

	And what a meal ticket he was, winning 253 games, good for a marvelous .622 of his decisions from 1928 through 1943 for the New York Giants. From 1936 through 1937, he posted a record 24 consecutive wins.

	He remains the most famous practitioner of a painful pitch, the screwball. He utilized that pitch quite effectively when he set down five bigname AL luminaries in the 1934 All-Star game: Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Jimmie Foxx, Al Simmons, and Joe Cronin.
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	Already a recognized superstar by 2006, when he was just 23 years old, this third baseman (he had been used mainly as an outfielder until ’06) played that season under a contract that rewarded him with only $472,000. By winning his 2007 arbitration case, he was set to earn $7.4 million the following season.

	In 2006 he trailed only one NL hitter in his quest for a batting crown, annihilating the ball to a .339 tune. In his first three full seasons he’s swatted 33, 33, and 26 round-trippers. In fact, among active players, only Ken Griffey Jr., Alex Rodriguez, Andruw Jones, and Albert Pujols had hit more homers than this man before reaching the age of 24. Griffey led the way with 132, while this player had 108.

	The native of Venezuela has played for the Florida Marlins and the Detroit Tigers. In 2003, his very first year in the majors, his Marlins won it all, but, stunningly, despite another fine season in 2008 by this star, neither he nor the other studs he was surrounded by could hoist the highly touted (in the preseason) Tigers out of the cellar.
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	What a year this lefty put together in 1978. On June 17, he whiffed 18 batters and logged a stupendous 25-3 record, winning almost 90 percent of his decisions (.889, highest ever in a season by a 20-game winner). His tiny ERA of 1.74, his nine shutouts, and his 248 Ks allowed him to waltz his way to the Cy Young Award, winning it unanimously.

	Due to his Lafayette, Louisiana, roots, he was nicknamed “Gator” and “Louisiana Lightning.”

	His most recent baseball position was a coach under Joe Torre on the 2007 Yankees, the team he is most associated with.
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	On April 20 of America’s bicentennial year, this young man made his debut. It took a slew of adjectives to describe this colorful pitcher: gawky, refreshing, childlike, eccentric. While he was on the mound he talked to the baseball, often instructing it where to go.

	His physical appearance soon gave birth to a nickname based on a popular Sesame Street character.

	He became a national sensation overnight, packing not only Tiger Stadium, but every park in which he appeared. He won the Rookie of the Year Award, going 19-9, made the All-Star squad as a rookie, and led the league with his infinitesimal 2.34 ERA.
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	He was a monster of a man back in the 1930s. In fact, one of his nicknames was “The Beast.” He may have been strong (534 lifetime home runs), but by today’s standards he was, at 6 feet tall and 195 pounds, hardly imposing.

	He won back-to-back MVPs in 1932 and 1933, the season he won the Triple Crown, and took home another MVP plaque in 1938. He inflicted a wasp-like sting with his bat, once hitting 58 homers and once driving home 175 runs. On one occasion he drew a record six walks in a nine-inning game.

	His other nickname, “Double X,” ties in with the unusual way his last name was spelled and should, therefore, give this man’s identity away.
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	With all due respect to Willie Mays, some say this player, active through 2008, is the greatest, smoothest defensive center fielder of all time. Furthermore, he’s excelled there since a very young age; his first full season was in 1997 when he was just 20 years old, and he’s won a Gold Glove every season from 1998 through 2007.

	He is one of just two men to drill home runs in his first two World Series at bats, doing so in 1996 versus the Yankees. His first homer made him, at 19, the youngest player ever to connect in World Series play, topping the old record established by Mickey Mantle.

	While he had always been considered, at the least, a very solid hitter, he exploded in 2005 with 51 home runs. However, inexplicably, he folded in 2007 with the Braves (hitting just .222) and in 2008 with the Dodgers (.158, three homers, and a mere 14 ribbies).
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	In 1940, because of the pitching heroics of this Cleveland Indians star, every member of the Chicago White Sox exited a ball game with exactly the same batting average they had at game’s start. The trick here is that, since the game was the season’s opener, each man came in sporting an average of .000, and due to the fact that this man threw a no-hitter, everyone stayed stuck on .000.

	In 1936 he pitched his first big league game ever straight off an Iowa farm, while still a student in high school. He would soon go on to become the first pitcher to win 20 before he had reached the age of 21. As a matter of fact, until Dwight Gooden came along, this man remained the youngest pitcher to hit the 20-win plateau when he went 24-9 in 1939.

	He set the record for lifetime one-hitters with 12, won 266 games, and, armed with his “heater,” this native of Van Meter also led the AL in Ks on seven occasions.
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	During his playing career (1897-1917), the man known as “The Flying Dutchman” never earned even close to what his 1909 baseball card was worth. In 2007, for example, the card was sold for a record $2.8 million.

	This man is still considered by many to be the greatest shortstop of all time, with his .327 lifetime batting average, 3,415 hits, and eight batting titles.

	He is one of the five original members of the Hall of Fame, and a statue of this player has stood outside Forbes Field, Three Rivers Stadium, and now PNC Park.
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	When the Montreal Expos had Warren Cromartie and Andre Dawson patrolling two of the outfield spots in 1982 and 1983, this speed burner was in left field.

	Nicknamed “Rock,” he and Rickey Henderson were that era’s kings of the base paths, and this man wound up with 808 stolen bases.

	His .847 lifetime success rate in stealing is the best ever among men with 400 or more attempts. On the downside, following the 1982 season he underwent rehab for a cocaine problem.





	
[image: e9781602393196_i0038.jpg]

	The Expos of this player’s era had several talented outfielders, such as Ellis Valentine and, for one season (1980), this man, with the initials “R.L.” He would go on to become the first player to top both leagues in stolen bases.

	A native of Detroit, this player was originally signed by the Detroit Tigers in 1974, although the big story was not so much the signing but his background. As a youngster he was a dropout, was arrested for the first time at the age of 15, shot heroin, and served time in prison for armed robbery, having been sentenced for 5 to 15 years in a state prison in Michigan.

	Tigers manager Billy Martin saw this man when he was in prison, arranged for him to get a day parole and a tryout, and ultimately managed him as a big leaguer. This player went on to lead his league in steals twice.
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	In 2006 this Texas outfielder, nicknamed “Little Sarge” (his father, who played big league ball for 16 seasons, was called, of course, “Sarge”) experienced a boon year, stroking the ball for personal highs in virtually every offensive category while becoming an All-Star for the first time.

	Soon after signing with the Angels in the off-season after 2006, his name was linked to a steroids investigation in March of 2007. Officially, though, this player has not been charged with any offense, and he has denied taking human growth hormones.

	Prior to recent years, he had bounced around the Bigs, playing with the Padres, Cubs, Pirates, Mets, Orioles, and back to the Padres.
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	This man, who began his career with the Royals, also played for the A’s and the Red Sox. He was a very popular figure in Boston until he defected to the rival Yankees in 2006 as a free agent. After that, Bostonians took to giving him nicknames such as “Judas.”

	As part of the Red Sox “bunch of idiots,” he gained fame not only for his playing, but also for his beard and long flowing locks.

	In 2006 this fine center fielder joined Stan Musial and Lou Gehrig as the only players ever to swat 30+ doubles and score 100 or more runs for nine years running. Through 2008 he owned nearly 2,300 lifetime hits over his 14-year career.
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	A powerful slugger, this 6-foot-6, 275-pound Cincinnati Reds outfielder spanked 46 HR in 2004, then crushed exactly 40 homers each season from 2005 through 2008.

	In 2004 he drove home 100+ runs for the first time, but struck out 195 times to break the former single-season record held by Bobby Bonds (since broken several times).

	After throwing for almost 5,000 yards as a quarterback in high school, he attended college at the University of Texas where he was the backup quarterback to Major Applewhite for one season. When the Longhorns then committed to QB Chris Simms, son of former NFL quarterback Phil, the man in question was asked to switch his position to tight end; he opted to pursue a baseball career instead.
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	A member of the “Boys of Summer” Brooklyn Dodgers, this man won three MVPs.

	He made the Hall of Fame despite having his career curtailed when he was paralyzed in a January 1958 automobile accident. Somehow he stayed buoyant throughout all of his tribulations, entitling his autobiography It’s Good to be Alive.

	In 1953 he hit 40 homers while working behind the plate, a record high for catchers until Todd Hundley eclipsed that total by one in 1996.
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	Known for his unusual batting style, this Detroit Tiger nudged the 500-home-run plateau as 2008 came to a close (499 HR).

	A Tampa, Florida, native, he went to the same high school as his uncle, Dwight Gooden. He is also the cousin of NFL wide receiver Tim Carter. Further, in the 1980 Little League World Series, this slugger and another future big leaguer, Derek Bell, were on the same Tampa Bay squad.

	He spent 2004 through 2006 with the Yankees; in April 2005 he got into a scuffle with a Boston fan who took a swing at the volatile outfielder as he was preparing to field a ball.
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	This pitcher, famous for throwing a specialty pitch, made a vow to himself that he’d nail down his 300th career victory without using said pitch as a way to prove he was more than a one-trick pony. Then, with two outs in the ninth, he reconsidered, feeling it was only appropriate to utilize his out pitch to wrap things up.

	That pitch was taught to both him and his brother, Joe (who won 221 contests, making this the winningest brother act ever in the majors), by their father.

	A Hall of Famer, this man enjoyed many of his finest years as a baseball graybeard.
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	One of the most colorful players ever, he was equally famous for butchering the English language. Consider his famous quote from his days as an announcer: “Don’t fail to miss tomorrow’s game.”

	Another time, after his brother Daffy had pitched a no-hitter in the nightcap of a doubleheader, this man, who had tossed a three-hitter in the opening game, stated, “If I knew you was going to pitch a no-hitter, I would have pitched one too.”

	He is the last man to win 30 games in the National League. His career was cut short due to injury, but he packed the vast majority of his 150 wins over a five-year stretch.
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	This pitcher, one of a handful of men with 300 wins and 3,000 strikeouts, has been compared to the Sears line of tools in that he is a true craftsman, making his living on the edges of home plate. In the 1990s no man won more than this control artist.

	Most of his glory years were spent with the Atlanta Braves, where he won three of his four successive Cy Young Awards as part of an illustrious pitching staff that also featured John Smoltz and Tom Glavine, fellow Cy Young winners.

	In 1995, he sizzled with a 19-2 slate and a minuscule ERA of 1.63 when the league average was 4.23. Of course, the year before his ERA stood proudly at 1.56. For his entire 23-year career through 2008, he has walked fewer than two men per nine innings pitched—in 1997, he issued only 20 bases on balls over 232 ⅔ frames.
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