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			Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong: 

			They are the ones to attain felicity.

			Al ‘Imran 3:104
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			Preface

			We are social beings and programmed to live interdependently with other humans. This compels us to contemplate on the societal dimension of the duty of spiritual mentoring and guidance in this worldly life, which is but an abode of trials. Our human nature wavers from one extremity to another and our feelings, desires, and ambitions recognize no limits. This human condition consequentially demands certain rules to keep these extremities in check. All the political, economic, moral, and legal concepts and doctrines designed to establish rule of law, social justice, and a virtuous society have been proposed throughout history for no other reason but to respond to this demand. Divine religions, on the other hand, have been largely ignored in the last few centuries although what they offer in this matter is arguably more comprehensive and conclusive than other doctrines.

			Human beings can be anything, for better or worse. With our weaknesses, we can sink lower than the lowest; with our virtues, we can soar higher than the highest. Any approach to ethical nurturing that does not take these weaknesses and virtues into consideration is deficient.

			Islam deals with the human, with the entire being. While—directly or indirectly—discouraging individuals from weaknesses, it encourages them to excel in virtues. The themes of hope and fear, Paradise and Hell, and mercy and wrath, come in a perfect balance in the Qur’an and traditions of Prophet Muhammad ﷺ, peace be upon him. The human who is consumed and paralyzed by fear and who is spoiled and made to be haughty by mere hope and empty expectations is not the type of human Islam aims for.

			An ideal religious life can be maintained when observed in discipline. Reinforcing our spiritual lives and reaching metaphysical consciousness are possible if we can maintain our direction by observing certain guidelines. Rules and regulations may appear unpleasant at first sight; however, considering the benefits that will eventually come, it is obvious that these boundaries are in our favor just as prescriptions of encouragement are—they have a hidden beauty under their unpleasant face.

			Failing to recognize the human with their multidimensional nature deprives us of realities about them and eventually from living a harmonious life. Islamic prescriptions, therefore, should be considered from the viewpoint of divinely inspired values based on the Qur’anic ethics and highest virtues as embodied in the example of Prophet Muhammad ﷺ. It is a duty upon us to show people the direction to that level of virtue and good character. What else is it if a virtuous life is not the purpose of being human?

			The human being is a complex creature having many virtues along with many weaknesses. This contrast exists in other creatures, too, but it does not come close to the level displayed in humans. Animals cannot go beyond the boundaries determined for them. As they were not given free will, they have no responsibility. Devils are so unified with evil that they cannot do anything other than evil. The skills of angels are limited—limited in the sense that, unlike human beings, they cannot improve themselves. The devil is deprived of obeying, and the angel is safe from disobeying. As for human beings, they are created at equal distance to both evil and good. They have the potential to rise to the highest of the high and, conversely, go down the lowest of the low.

			***

			“Call to good and prevent wrong”— amr bil ma’ruf wa nahy an al munkar. Depending on the translations within the Qur’anic contexts, “calling to good” may be rendered as promoting the right, just, honorable, righteous behavior, and virtue; whereas “preventing wrong” is forbidding what is evil, dishonorable, and vice. The Qur’an urges believers to embrace this duty individually and collectively and praises them when they practice this obligation (Al ‘Imran 3:104, 110). 

			The word ma’ruf has several meanings, like well-known, universally accepted; that which is good, beneficial; and fairness, equity, and equitableness. It is anything that has been recognized and approved by reason and moral values. Munkar refers to all that is denied, denounced, and abhorred, as well as injustice, immoral behavior, and vice.

			This duty is meant to encourage righteous behavior and discourage immorality and aims to remove oppression from society and instead establish justice. It should, ideally, be the distinguishing trait of a Muslim community as it applies to the moral, social, political, and economic facets of life. 

			“Calling to good and preventing wrong” can be classified as a duty in the framework of teaching others about faith (tabligh). Literally meaning “to reach out” or “to convey,” tabligh is directed to raise the consciousness among people about their responsibility towards religion. It disseminates knowledge about living one’s faith in a principled way. Therefore, any discourse, or any act, that conveys, communicates, reminds, promotes, or publishes the teachings and commands of Allah SWT (subhanahu wa ta’ala) to the unknowing—or to the less informed—or any discourse or act, that discourages or prevents people from being wrong, unjust, or evil, comes under the meaning of this word, tabligh.

			Rooted deeply in the Qur’an, hadith, and commentaries of notable scholars, the book in your hands is a precious resource to comprehend the context and dynamics that make spiritual mentoring and guidance an important part of a faithful life. The content of the book consists of transcripts of a series of sermons M. Fethullah Gülen delivered early in his career as a preacher. While presenting extensive commentary based on examples from the time of Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, and Rightly Guided Caliphs, Gülen does so with awareness of the realities of the modern era, especially with regards to being free from political interests and keeping the scope as wide as possible so to embrace the whole of humanity. The book supports the idea that spiritual mentoring and guidance is an important duty and highlights some principles mentors should take into consideration. While being an essential reference for mentors and counselors in the Muslim community, the book offers many universal principles that all faith communities can benefit from and refer to in their services.

		

	
		
			Chapter 1 
Understanding the Call

			1.1. The purpose of our existence 

			“Calling to good and preventing wrong” is a path that leads to the purpose of creation and goal of our existence. Allah SWT created this palace-like universe for us to accomplish this purpose, and He assigned us—humanity—as His vicegerent for this mission. Prophets were sent for the same purpose: to convey the will and guidance of the Creator so that we humans attain peace through conscientious and loving submission. This was the mission of all Prophets and Messengers. It is the same fundamental faith that was revealed to all of them, starting from Adam (pbuh), who was the first human and the first Prophet. 

			When the children of Adam first opened their eyes to this life, they met a father, who had been already a Prophet teaching good and forbidding evil. This is how the story of human life began: with the mission of Prophethood. The tree of this mission would eventually produce its ultimate fruit: Prophet Muhammad ﷺ, who was in fact the original seed, which sprouted into the tree itself. He was the Sultan of the two worlds, for whom the whole universe was created, and his goal was to convey the Divine message. “Calling to good and preventing wrong” is always at the heart of the message communicated by the Prophets, and conveying this message is therefore the most significant and sublime task anyone can ever be charged with.

			Adam (pbuh) was a Messenger father, who was like Polaris, a guiding star for his children. They all witnessed that Adam’s eyes were constantly on the heavenly realms, that he was enthusiastically expecting to receive—and thus to fulfill—the Divine orders. They saw that he trembled in awe and bent double under the heavy burden of his mission and the responsibility of the messages received. They saw him preoccupied with the realms beyond and that his lips constantly moved and shivered with prayers. Adam (pbuh) was indeed the first human and the first Prophet, who undertook the mission of “calling to good and preventing wrong,” and this mission was not unique to him and did not come to an end after him. The mission was taken over and continued by all Prophets who succeeded him. 

			Humanity has always needed Prophets and the Divine Message, for time and events incessantly erode and consume all the goodness and virtues in people. The Qur’an points to the fact that hearts are inclined to darken and harden at times when no renewal and reformation takes place. Darkening hearts cause visions to blur, results in dizziness, unsteadiness, loss of balance, slipping off the track, and eventually being led astray. As Allah SWT knows all this with His All-encompassing knowledge and as His Mercy surpasses His wrath, He sent Prophets, one after the other, all of whom enjoined good and forbade evil in accordance with the circumstances of the era.

			Adam (pbuh) used up his entire lifetime for this aim and advised his children to do what is good and to avoid evil. His message continued to be observed for a certain time after his death. As the resonance and reverberations of his communication began to fade out, Allah SWT assigned some of Adam’s noble children with Messengership. They all successfully fulfilled their mission, and each of them honored this world. Just like the sun, as one Prophet set off for the horizon, another rose after a while, illuminating us all. In between the setting and rising of each sun, humanity’s sky was covered with darkness. Their departure from this world was followed by the arrival of darkness, which subsequently brought an abandonment of virtue and faith. Although many saints illuminated here and there like stars at night, it was impossible for them to provide the light expected from the sun.

			Then Nuh (Noah) came, peace be upon him. Humanity heard his astounding message, which fitted his nobility. He was one of the leading prophets (ulu’l azm). Nuh said: “I deliver to you the messages of my Lord, and I offer you good advice and I know from Allah what you do not know” (Al-A’raf 7:62). What he meant, as it were, was this: Those who listen to me, heed my words, and board my ark, will be saved. This survival and salvation will take place both physically and spiritually. The ship floating on the sea will save your physical existence. If you attach yourselves to me with your heart and pay heed to my message, you will be saved from drowning in the huge waves of this life and the other, and you will reach peace. Otherwise, you will perish and be wasted both physically and spiritually. For almost a thousand years, Nuh advised and warned his people. 

			Prophet Hud (pbuh) took over the mission after Nuh. He, too, said, “I deliver to you the messages of my Lord and I am a faithful adviser to you” (Al-A’raf 7:68). He invited humanity to act in accordance with the aim of their creation.

			Humanity is created to know Allah SWT and to feel that knowledge in their conscience. Prophets came one after the other to remind their communities of this purpose and to enable them to attain this spiritual knowledge. So did Prophet Hud and all the messengers that followed him afterwards.

			Whenever the effects of the words of the preceding Prophet were erased from peoples’ minds and hearts, humanity then began to falter in morality and to experience greater tremors and convulsions in their souls. Spiritual lives became like an arid desert that lacked the breezes of exhilaration and awareness that Allah SWT mercifully sends unto them. Humanity was in such a dry phase of their existence when Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham), the father of the Prophets, was sent. 

			Not surprisingly, Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, was again not an exception to the rule. He approached his people with the reviving breath of “calling to good and preventing wrong.” Wherever he saw a few people, he approached them and conveyed to them the Truth, Allah’s Message SWT. Those who listened to him and took heed of what he communicated climbed the ranks of spirituality and virtue and always stayed at those peaks. 

			Not long after he was gone, his community started to gradually descend and degenerate from those peaks. They started to lose the qualities and virtues they had acquired. They regressed to an obstinate and materialistic mentality. They ignored and neglected the metaphysical aspects of reality, for they only believed what they could immediately see and experience—a disaster which one can certainly draw parallels to in this century. 

			The Nile delta was drowning in a similar vortex when Prophet Musa (Moses) (peace be upon him) emerged in Egypt. He was charged with the task of “calling to good and preventing wrong” just as the other Prophets who preceded Him. He was appointed to deal with an obstinate people. He took on this high mission and set about helping and elevating them. He had been successful in doing this to a certain degree. Although the people he was dealing with would not easily listen to reason, thanks to his ceaseless and sincere efforts day and night, he witnessed many improvements in society and was indeed able to reap the fruits of his “calling to good and preventing wrong” in his lifetime.

			Being a Messenger of Allah SWT is not easy. Nor are teaching, guiding, and elevating people to the highest level of humanity, morality, and spirituality. “Calling to good and preventing wrong” is a difficult and demanding mission. Some people heeded the warnings of the Prophets and strove to deepen their connections with Allah SWT and thus refrain from committing evil. However, many others did not listen and retaliated with resistance, persecution, hatred, and even violence, because they perceived the Prophets’ mission as a threat to their ways and means of life, traditions, interests, and indulgences. That is why many of the Prophets were martyred. Prophet Zechariah, peace be upon him, was cut into two with a handsaw for pursuing his purpose in life. So was Prophet Yahya (John), peace be upon him: he was martyred while trying to fulfill his mission. As a matter of fact, the cross built to crucify Prophet Isa (Jesus), peace be upon him, was for such a heinous purpose, too.

			The trials and tribulations Prophet Muhammad ﷺ faced were beyond comparison. He suffered many periods of pain and torment from his oppressors. “O Aisha, I suffered a lot at the hands of your people”1 he is recorded to have said once to his beloved wife. These words were from the broken heart of a grieved Prophet. Make an imaginary journey through history and visit every Prophet, and you will hear the same words from their hearts. “I suffered a lot at the hands of your people” they would say—be it Adam, Nuh, or Hud, peace be upon them all—to their children. This must be the unchanging destiny of those who fulfill the task of “calling to good and preventing wrong.”

			The fate of the blessed ones who devoted their lives to this mission after Prophet Muhammad ﷺ was no different. They sacrificed as much as they could in order to chase this heavenly aim, and in return were consistently met with similar hatred and disgust. This is essentially an unchanging destiny, to varying degrees, of the person who embarks upon this mission. Scorn and bile are, unfortunately, no surprise for a person that follows behind the prophets of Allah SWT. Here are the words overflowing from the broken heart of Bediüzzaman Said Nursi (d. 1960), one of those blessed ones, echoing his predecessors who had to go through similar sufferings:

			“In my whole eighty-something years of life I have known nothing of worldly pleasure. My life happened to pass on battlefields, in the prisons of foreign lands, or in the prisons and courts of my homeland. I know of no pain or torment I have not suffered. I have been treated like a slayer in the courts martial; I have been sent to exile from one town to another. My months passed in solitary confinement in my country’s prisons. I was poisoned countless times, got insulted in all possible ways. On occasions, I preferred death over life a thousand more times. If my religion had not forbidden me from committing suicide, maybe Said would have already been rotted and vanished under the ground by now.”2

			My purpose in bringing examples from such a broad spectrum, from Prophet Adam to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon them all), is to urge the reader to contemplate on the honor, supremacy, and reward of the task of “calling to good and preventing wrong.” Every step taken on this way enables the person to acquire the merit of being an heir to the Prophet, for this was primarily the duty of all Prophets. Everyone who takes the step on this way can be considered, as it were, to have assumed this duty and therefore is blessed with a Divine favor. Their reward will be in accordance with their intentions and status of spiritual standing. 

			Every effort devoted to calling to good and preventing wrong brings rewards as much as an inheritor of a Prophetic mission is entitled to. For, this is primarily the duty of Prophets. Since this sacred duty is the mission of the Prophets and since all the Prophets were a perfect model of rectitude and were absolutely on the straight path with their whole being, then those who fulfill this duty of “calling to good and preventing wrong” would be considered as upright, at least in the context of this mission. 

			Furthermore, fulfilling this duty as is expected can also serve as a guarantee for believers in their faith. Believers can ensure their survival, both individually and collectively, as long as they teach others about Allah SWT and His Message. Believers need to speak up to injustice, should not grow attached to this worldly life and its corporal pleasures, nor should they drown in the fear of death. It is important for their survival to adopt the understanding, commitment, and sincerity of the Companions of Prophet Muhammad ﷺ and assume this sacred duty to be the aim of their lives. These are necessary for a person to exist and remain a believer. What a shame are the days spent lacking in such duty and pursuits. In fact, each believer should be concerned with living in a society where this duty is not fulfilled, and they should seek refuge in Allah SWT from such deprivation. 

			While performing this task, the person will have the opportunity to put into practice what they believe in, as well as uphold and defend what is paramount in life—and thus the faith they have will avoid being just theoretical. Islam is a religion of practice and commitment; it is not only an ideational and spiritual conviction. If it is not acted upon and lived on a daily basis, it can hardly be understood and appreciated. A believer who centers everything on the faith and the conveying of Allah’s SWT messages to other people ought to plan all daily activities accordingly. 

			Islam requires the preservation of five necessities to ensure individual and social welfare in this life and the hereafter. They are preservation of religion, life, intellect, lineage, and wealth. Among these five essentials that must be protected, religion is the one that comes first for a believer. The believer is required to protect their honor, chastity, property, wealth, and life. Yet, they must protect their religion foremost. Doing so is regarded as the sign of the importance they attach to their religion. The most outstanding picture showing the degree and greatness of the individual’s relationship to Allah SWT is the efforts and attempts they make to protect their religion. Besides, it should be remembered that the person who cannot protect their religion cannot protect the other four essentials cited above, either. This is one of the most appropriate and exemplary lessons history has taught us.

			Allah SWT created us so that we may learn about Him, strengthen our relationship with Him, and share our knowledge and experiences with others. This is the Divine purpose of our creation. Acting in accordance with this purpose will make both our world and afterlife prosperous. Otherwise, failing to do so will likely result in the failure of our communities and society. We will suffer and be pushed into the midst of mischief and malice, Allah SWT forbid. 

			Let me illustrate this with a hadith narrated by the Companions Abu Ya’la and Ibn Abi’d-Dunya. One day, the Companions were sitting around Prophet Muhammad ﷺ when he spoke of a time when the duty of spiritual guidance would not be properly fulfilled. The Messenger ﷺ asked, “What is to become of you on that day when the women rebel and rush out into the streets immodestly and unrestrainedly, when the evils spread out everywhere and telling the truth is avoided?” 

			The Companions were horrified to hear these words since they were unable to believe in the possibility of such a thing. They believed that these kinds of evils would not spread within the society even if one single believer remained. They asked: “Will these really happen, O Messenger of Allah?”

			The Prophet said: “I swear in the Name of Allah SWT the Omnipotent, the keeper of my soul, that even worse will happen.” 

			“What is worse than that, O Messenger of Allah SWT?” asked the Companions, hardly able to think and speak properly due to the shock of the situation.

			The Prophet, the Glory of Mankind, replied: “Only if you knew what would become of you on that day when you will see all that is evil as good and all that is good as evil!” 

			This hadith is worth examining since it is reflective of the world that many societies find themselves in today. What it underlines is that virtue and morality will essentially become reversed, and what is generally considered to be good and evil, both by religious and societal standards, will be switched. That is, that the good will be considered evil, and the evil will be considered good; that debauchery, vice, and adultery will not be discouraged but promoted; that anarchy, chaos, and terrorism will be supported and will be rampant; that the faith and the Qur’an will be belittled, mocked and those who believe in Allah SWTwill be despised; that corruption and vice will be protected by governmental regulations and states will make laws to protect what is evil; and that truths concerning religion will be treated as backward, obsolete, and reactionary. This is what is meant by values turning upside down. People in this century have gone through many such times severely. I believe that this trend will continue, and perhaps accelerate, unless we act to alter its course by performing our duty of “calling to good and preventing wrong.” Otherwise, it is certain that insult, humiliation, and degradation will replace human honor, dignity, and values. If the laws of innate nature are broken, then the outcome is inevitable, and people should know how to endure it. This has always been the case, and it is not sensible to expect otherwise. That is why the Prophet’s Companions, who could not accept this in their conscience, asked again in surprise:

			“Will this happen, too, O Messenger of Allah SWT, namely, will the good be forbidden and will the evil be enjoined?”

			The Messenger ﷺ replied, “Even worse will happen!”

			“What is even worse than that, O Messenger of Allah SWT?”

			“Shame on you on the day when you keep quiet face-to-face with the evil and you encourage it personally!”

			In other words, it is a tragedy when we neglect our families and leave them to themselves. It becomes even worse when we encourage them to evil with our manners, words, and behaviors. Worst of all is when we cause our future generations to forget Allah SWT and remove the Prophet from their hearts. 

			The Companions were extremely surprised, weak at the knees, and hardly able to breathe. In a trembling and exhausted voice, they asked: 

			“Will this happen, too, O Messenger of Allah SWT?”

			“Yes, even worse will happen.” At this very moment, the Messenger swore by Allah SWT and narrated from Him the following words: “By My Might and Majesty, I will disperse mischief of all kinds in a society that becomes like this.”3

			Allah’s Messenger ﷺ was miraculously expressing what it would cost the believers in the future if this important duty was not comprehended. In fact, we have such a responsibility, too. In the most sensitive part of our heart, there is the pain and grief of the weight of responsibility that has been constant for several centuries. There is no doubt that the only way to relieve this pain and grief is to comprehend and perform this task of Prophets all together as the Muslim community, as an ummah.

			1.2. The need for conveying the message and benefits

			Today, there is a greater need to call people to good and prevent wrong than at any other time. Since the door to Messengership was sealed with Prophet Muhammad ﷺ, people have gradually distanced themselves from the Divine message. It can be argued that the level of disbelief and spirit of rebellion in our age are as alarming as those experienced in all past ages combined. This is why conveying the message falls now on people everywhere. 

			It is very likely that those undertaking this blessed duty today may experience more troubles and pains than the people of former ages. We hope that these hard conditions will make the spiritual mentors and guides of today surpass their predecessors, be rewarded more generously, and earn a rank just behind the Prophet’s Companions. As we hope for such a status for those undertaking this duty, this is not meant to fall into an error of self-admiration. In the words of Bediüzzaman, “The carnal soul is lower than all; the duty is higher than all.” Besides, Allah’s SWT favor is received by human beings in proportion with their needs. When Allah’s SWT bestowals are distributed among human beings, its abundance is usually in inverse proportion with the person’s power or competency. Allah SWT helps and shows more mercy towards the one who is weaker and more helpless.

			The sins we are exposed to by sight and other senses have penetrated into our hearts, so much so that we feel paralyzed. Our nights long for spiritual excitement and our prayer rugs long for tears shed in awe of and loyalty to the Creator. We are in a cadaver-like state, deprived of love and affection; what other disaster than this should we anticipate? The disaster worse than this could be to go down the path Satan went—may Allah SWT forbid. In our age, we are so intermingled with sins that if we were given the ability to see the inner aspect of things and thus could observe our own spiritual character, we would be the first ones to run away from what we saw.

			Allah SWT entrusted us the duty of “calling to good and preventing wrong” although we are generally so feeble and decrepit. This is simply because of our need for mercy. We are extremely small, weak, powerless, and fallible, whereas Allah SWT is Most High and Merciful. Even if we thanked Allah SWT in return for His endless mercy and compassion and glorified Him with praise thousands of times in good conscience, it would never be enough.

			In our age, everything in terms of spirituality and the soul has been shaken up and collapsed. The eyes have been eclipsed, the views have become blurred, and the moral strength has been exhausted. Yet still, the voice and breath of our Prophet Muhammad ﷺ is still being heard, though as a whisper to some, and the echo of what he said centuries ago transcends time and space to reach us. This can be explained through nothing but Allah’s SWT infinite mercy, for which we should be thankful. This can be possible by filling our souls with the reviving breaths of the Divine.

			Sadi of Shiraz wrote this for the Prophet: “How lucky is the people who have You as the captain of their boat. How lucky is the community of the faithful who is supported by You.” Yes, it is true that we are on a rescue ship and the captain of it is Prophet Muhammad ﷺ, the sultan of the universe. Today, our Captain is speaking to us once more and wants his crew to come together: “Those who get on this ship will be saved.” 

			I wonder if we will hear this call and respond to it affirmatively.

			***

			Let’s now look at some verses of the Qur’an and see how Muslims are charged with this duty and what rewards await, in this world and the next, if this duty is properly performed. Allah SWT said: 

			وَلْتَكُنْ مِنْكُمْ اُمَّةٌ يَدْعُونَ اِلَى الْخَيْرِ وَيَأْمُرُونَ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ وَيَنْهَوْنَ عَنِ الْمُنْكَرِۜ

			 وَاُو۬لٰٓئِكَ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُونَ

			“Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong: They are the ones to attain felicity” (Al ‘Imran 3:104). There should always be a community among you who will perform the duty of “calling to good and preventing wrong,” show people what is right—a community so upright that should they encounter an evil, they turn away from it as if from a venomous snake. In other words, they should be a guiding star for their society. They should be like a lighthouse by which people could navigate their ship in the ocean of social life. All other destinations and navigations should be checked by their moral status so that deviations and straying from the truth are minimized. This community of guidance should be so motivated to do this task that those who look at them will see a personified statue of “calling to good and preventing wrong.” Only when they are so determined, will their message be convincing. A society without such a determined and upright community cannot find its direction until one arises from among them.

			The Qur’an states: 

			وَمَا كَانَ رَبُّكَ لِيُهْلِكَ الْقُرٰى بِظُلْمٍ وَاَهْلُهَا مُصْلِحُونَ  

			“And it has never been the way of your Lord to destroy the townships unjustly while their people were righteous (dedicated to continuous self-reform and setting things right in the society)” (Hud 11:117). This means, as it were, if there is somewhere a community that calls people to good and prevents wrong, Allah SWT guarantees that He will protect the people in that region from all earthly and heavenly disasters. This is a guarantee that cannot be given by anybody else but Him. 

			Relying on this guarantee in the Qur’an—as well as what many outstanding personages who have my full trust have said on this matter—and upon the relevant words of all the Prophets and saints, I’d say that Allah SWT does not send any disasters or calamities to a place where the duty of “calling to good and preventing wrong” is fulfilled. Even if the society deserves such a punishment, that disaster and calamity may be called off for the sake of that community because the hearts of the members of that community are always connected with Allah SWT. They dedicate every moment of their lives to this duty. They are sorrowful and tearful on behalf of their people. The pain of their sorrow and grief hit their brain and they always writhe in pain. They are always preoccupied with thoughts like “Who can I speak to about Him? Where and how can I find such persons?” This thought is fixed in their mind during their daily routines, while eating, drinking, sleeping, and waking up. Their existence has almost become one with this lofty idea. 

			As long as such resolute voluntary servants of the truth are in a society, we can hope for the mercy of Allah SWT and that they will be safe from all earthly and heavenly disasters and calamities. If we want to be safe from the earthly and heavenly disasters and calamities, then we must immediately start performing our duty, which is the reason for and aim of our creation. Conversely, we can speculate that calamities are hitting our society perhaps because we have abandoned our duty to call people to good and prevent wrong. By fulfilling this duty, then we can hope to save our society from disasters and calamities. No other worship or prayer calls for protection for our society. Allah SWT may destroy and ruin a person or a society while they are praying, circumambulating the Ka’ba, or continuously saying prescribed daily prayers and recitations. However, if somewhere a dozen people are as sorrowful and tearful as mentioned above and sincerely performing their duty, we hope that Allah SWT renders this place secure.

			In some sources outside of mainstream hadith scholarship (Israiliyyat), it is mentioned that when the people of the Prophet Lut (Lot) (pbuh)—the people of Sodom and Gomorrah—were destroyed, there were among them many devout and ascetic people who were spending their night praying and their day fasting, but they were not performing the duty of calling people to good and preventing wrong. Again, when the people of al-Ayka of the Prophet Shu’aib (pbuh)—Jethro—were destroyed, perhaps many of them were in worship and perhaps even fasting. However, we do not know a single example in history in which a nation was destroyed although there was a group among them which performed the duty of calling to good and forbidding evil. 

			We can consider the reality of spiritual guidance and the need for it on earth from the perspective that it is a requirement of humans being Allah’s SWT vicegerent on earth. Allah enabled the human being to interfere in things and bestowed them with a willpower from His own. The “self” and “ego” exist only in the human being. Thus, with these qualities, the human being tries to understand the Divine through Allah’s SWT beautiful Names and Attributes as they manifest in various forms in the universe. This is how we attain an understanding of our own real identity. The ego and the sense of ownership that give us a sense of freedom serve as a unit of measurement by way of which we can draw suppositional lines and make connections between ourselves and the Divine; this is how we can perceive and understand Allah Almighty SWT.

			The fact that humans were given such distinctive qualities seems to mean that we were created to be a caliph (vicegerent) from the beginning. Allah SWT addressed His angels, saying, “I will create a caliph on the earth...” and then created Adam, the father of humanity, as His representative. He gave humanity authority over other things. A representative cannot exceed the limits determined by the person they represent. The things humans were expected to do were determined and fixed by the Divine commands communicated by Prophets. As long as humans act in accordance with those commands, they will have performed their representation properly and perfectly.

			The following mursal hadith4 narrated by Hasan al-Basri illuminates this issue: “Whoever performs the duty of ‘calling to good, preventing wrong’ is the vicegerent of Allah, of the Prophet, and of the Book of Allah SWT.”5

			It is a duty for each and everyone to know Allah SWT, to make Him known, to understand His message, and teach about Him and His Message, and to show with one’s behaviors that we all belong to Him. Likewise, it is also the duty for us to understand and teach others about the Messenger ﷺ and the Qur’an. Practicing the principles that Allah SWT and His Messenger ﷺ preached and allowing for them to be practiced are also part of this duty. These duties are also the raison d’être of humanity’s creation. The human being will have done their duty as much as they perform “calling to good, preventing wrong.” These are each a means that enables the human being to reach Allah’s SWT approval step by step.

			According to a report by Durrah bint Abu Lahab, when one day a man asked the qualities of the best amongst people, the Prophet said, “the one who calls people to good and prevents wrong the most”—as well as those who “read the most,” “[are] Allah-fearing the most,” and “strengthen the ties of kinship the most.”6 We may expand on this hadith in the following way: The most beneficial humans are the ones who are always involved in calling to good and spreading the goodness, who bear the burden of such a duty in heart and mind day and night. The best are those who prevent wrong and strive to prevent it from spreading. They always cherish such lofty ideals in their hearts, fear Allah SWT very much, lead a life in synthesis and accord with the natural laws of creation and miraculous teachings of the Qur’an—i.e., those who look at things and events from the perspective of the Qur’an. They are the ones who remember family, strengthen the ties of kinship, and show concern for people and approach them with compassion. All of these constitute the most important duties of believers.

			If we claim that we have only the best intentions and interests in our hearts towards others, if we claim that we feel and nurture only goodwill and compassion for others, the best way to show this is by fulfilling our responsibilities and duties towards them. Therefore, the most valid and vital thing to do for the whole humanity is “call them to good and prevent evil.”

			Besides, whoever does this duty will be appraised and honored by Allah SWT, as stated in the Qur’an:

			لَيْسُوا سَوَٓاءًۜ مِنْ اَهْلِ الْكِتَابِ اُمَّةٌ قَٓائِمَةٌ يَتْلُونَ اٰيَاتِ اللّٰهِ اٰنَٓاءَ الَّيْلِ وَهُمْ يَسْجُدُونَ۠

			يُؤْمِنُونَ بِاللّٰهِ وَالْيَوْمِ الْاٰخِرِ وَيَأْمُرُونَ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ وَيَنْهَوْنَ عَنِ الْمُنْكَرِ وَيُسَارِعُونَ فِي الْخَيْرَاتِۜ وَاُو۬لٰٓئِكَ مِنَ الصَّالِح۪ينَ

			But they are not all alike. There are some among the People of the Book who are upright, who recite Allah’s revelations during the night, who bow down in worship. They believe in Allah and the Last Day, and they promote what is right and forbid what is wrong and hasten to good deeds. And those are among the righteous. (Al ‘Imran 3:113-114)

			This means that whoever performs this duty, and also believes in Allah SWT and in the Day of Judgment, is honored by the Almighty. We are filled with hope relying on this verse and others similar to it.

			Humanity today does not need harsh words, shouting, coercion, or violence; they need compassion, love, friendliness, kind words, and a soft voice. With compassion will you approach everyone; you will feel in your soul the reverberations of the pain they feel in their soul. You will share in their sorrows as if they were yours. This is what is expected from us today. As much as, and so long as, this is realized, the most important and the long-awaited task of all humanity will have been fulfilled and accomplished.

			A surprising number of people in the East and West are currently embracing faith. One can also observe many people returning to religion around the world. Mosques and prayer rugs which were abandoned for so long currently share the exhilaration of the glorious days of the past with the return of many worshippers. If this is so today, then we can be hopeful of many hearts still beating with compassion. Attitudes and actions causing hatred were of no use or benefit yesterday, and nor will they be today or tomorrow. 

			I have heard of and listened to many individuals who re-embraced the faith of Islam. Back in the sixties and seventies, Turkey, my homeland, was in a turmoil of ideological fights that claimed thousands of lives. Many of those involved in the anarchy later said, “Thank Allah SWT that we were not killed during all that fighting; otherwise, both our world and afterlife would have been ruined.” Had they been killed then, as disbelievers, they would not today be experiencing the inner contentment and the spiritual pleasures faith provides for them.

			One story told from the early Islamic period is about a Muslim who—when he was still a pagan—had killed another Muslim. One day, after he embraced Islam, another Muslim reproached him because of that murder. In his response to this reproach, the story goes, he pointed to the importance of faith and how condemned he would have been if he was the one who got killed in that encounter when he was still a pagan, without faith.

			Essentially, if you could go to a certain era of the history and listen to people who saved themselves from anarchy and violence to become peaceful observant believers later, you would hear the same voice, the same words. I really wonder what those who tried to solve the problems only with brute force would say if they saw those old criminals being reformed, peaceful, and crying on their prayer rugs today. To further clarify this line of thought, an authentic example from the Age of Happiness would be appropriate here.

			Amr ibn al-As was a Companion who lived a long and prolific life. On his deathbed, he felt very anxious and almost ruined it. His son Abdullah, one of the scholars of the Muslim community, said to this ex-soldier and political genius: “Father, you used to be displeased to see people who had the anxiety of death; you used to get angry towards them. Now, I see that you have the same kind of anxiety...” 

			Amr ibn al-As replied as follows:

			“There are three important periods in my life, which make me have various feelings. The first period of my life passed in disbelief. I did many evil things to the Messenger of Allah ﷺ and believers. I opposed them everywhere and every time I could. They migrated to Abyssinia, and I followed them and disturbed them even there. I opposed many Muslims in many battles. Many of my friends who fought against Muslims died in disbelief. Yet, Allah SWT protected me and guided me into the true faith. Thus, I felt grateful and thanked to my Lord day and night for not having died at that time.

			“In the second period of my life, I was always with the Messenger of Allah ﷺ; I never left Him. I lived a pure life in this period. Many Companions died while in this purity and sincerity, but I did not. I always lamented this and said, ‘I wish I had died in this period.’

			“The third period of my life was when the Messenger of Allah ﷺ was not among us anymore; he passed away to his abode in the presence of Allah SWT, the Highest of all. Without him, we tried to find solutions to problems by ourselves. In this period, I got involved in many events disturbing my conscience, and death came to me in such a period. That’s why I am anxious.”7

			Today, we witness many people like Amr ibn al-As, who are thankful for not having died earlier in their lives when they were in a state of disbelief. Now, they have reached the light and turned to Allah SWT in praise and gratitude. If we can prepare a pure life for them in their second and third periods, we will have enabled them to spend their last moments in the same spirit of gratitude, too.

			There is no limit to those who want to serve endlessly—especially for those who devote themselves to the love of Allah SWT, who devote their lives to make people love Allah SWT, and who strive to eliminate the obstacles before people so that they can know Allah SWT and attain eternal bliss. Such a duty today requires further subtleties, for the humanity of today leads a life unconnected, unrelated, indifferent to Allah SWT. Rescuing them from such a whirlpool is highly difficult. Yet, it is as esteemed and commendable as it is difficult. That extent of difficulty makes the duty more valuable and rewarding. 

			Imagine a desperate person struggling to keep his head above water in a deadly swamp—how difficult it would be to ask him to stay calm when he is so afraid. Not much different than this desperate man, our generations are going deeper into a whirlpool every day, and it is similarly difficult, if not more so, to give them good advice to purify their hearts and keep their connection with Allah SWT strong. Preserving and protecting the hearts and minds is much difficult than keeping the head above water in a swamp. However, we need to overcome this difficulty. Love, affection, compassion, empathy, and tolerance are important ways to overcome this trouble since most of the people we meet face-to-face are gaining or losing their eternal life. We want them to gain their eternal life, but they are not still aware of the seriousness of the danger they are in. Thus, they may find our efforts and zeal strange and sometimes may even get angry with us. This is why how we approach them is really important, for the consequence is about gaining or losing their eternal life. Even though they may not understand and appreciate our efforts in the first place, we must continue our efforts and counselling undeterred. This is how the Prophets, the saints, and all sincere lovers of Allah SWT, all of whom are the suns, moons, and stars of the sky of humanity, have always done this.

			Remember how much Prophet Nuh struggled when his son refused to get on board? He was not aware that he was about to get drowned. Nuh had been shaken and sunk into a silent wail when his son was taken by the waves.8 Today, we should feel the same zeal, enthusiasm, and sadness in view of hundreds of events of the same kind happening to children…

			Remember also the pain and grief of Prophet Ibrahim, peace be upon him, when he tried to inform his idol-worshiping father about the reality of Allah SWT.9 His story must absolutely be giving a message to those of us today who have devoted their lives to love.

			Remember, too, the suffering of the sorrowful Prophet Muhammad ﷺ next to the deathbed of his uncle, Abu Talib, who protected the Prophet for forty years. He was kindly beseeching his uncle, “O uncle! Say, none has the right to be worshipped other than Allah and I will be a witness for you before Allah.”10 Today, we should always remember this incident with tenderness of heart when we want to call people to good. When the Prophet was insulted and driven away by his own people, he always responded gracefully with affection and compassion, and eventually, with affection and grace, he won.11 His road to take billions of lives after him to eternity passes through this bridge of endurance.

			This sacred duty can be assumed by heroes who devote their lives to compassion and love. It is the duty of those who give up personal pleasures so that others live and take pleasure from living. This duty is for those who cannot have the peace of mind even in Paradise unless they can show humanity the way leading there. 

			As one of the leading heroes and devotees of Allah SWT, Bediüzzaman Said Nursi put this so effectively: “If only the faith of my nation was secure, for which I’d be ready to burn in the flames of Hell. For then, as my body burns, my heart would be like a rose garden. If I do not see the faith of my nation in safety, I would not wish Paradise for myself, either. For, it would then be like a prison for me.”12 This is indeed the duty of the truthful ones who said, “O my Lord, make my body so big that I fill up Hell and no other servant of Yours enters there...”13

			As much as these possibly spur-of-the-moment words are very difficult to put into practice, they reveal a spirit of compassion larger than the oceans.

			It is narrated that the Messenger of Allah ﷺ will prostrate himself on the Day of Judgment upon finding out that some from his followers will be taken to Hell as he will cry, “O my people.” This is such a compassion that it makes him forget Paradise and all its beauties and makes him beseech bitterly, in tears, for their salvation. He will not raise his head from the prostration and wail there earnestly for his people, ummah, until he is told, “Raise your head! Intercede, and your intercession will be accepted!”14 This is the expression of the matchless compassion of the one, the greatest of all heroes of love. 

			It is not possible for a person to be a hero of love unless they give up their personal pleasures and worldly pursuits of happiness and unless they forget themselves and worldly interests and loves. They must do this for the sake of sympathizing with others and sharing their pain. Without being a real hero of love, it is not possible to perform the duty of “calling to good and preventing wrong,” either.

			1.3. The most valuable gift

			On special days and occasions, we spend a lot of time and trouble to choose the best gift for friends and loved ones. As bothersome as it may sometimes be, this is a good behavior, for it reinforces our friendships—especially when the gift is one that he or she will enjoy using and find meaningful.

			Similarly, while interacting with people in our social circles, we should be as sensitive as when choosing the best gift, so we can offer friends and family what they need most.

			In today’s world, what people need most is a few good words and counselling. The most valuable gift that can be given to a person is therefore “calling to good and preventing wrong” wrapped in the garb of sincere advice and kind words. To be successful at doing so, we must know and determine exactly what the person or people we address need most or are lacking. We must diligently approach each person in a way that individually suits them best, much like how a meticulous doctor prescribes a precise dosage of medication for each patient. Otherwise, for instance, even if we give the person in need a fabulous garment but one which does not suit them, it will be dressing them with an unpleasant garment. Although this is done with a good intention and a kind act, it will not produce the desired effect. 

			If a person is deeply fixated on a number of ideologies, trying to elevate them to the skies would produce no positive result. Telling them about heavenly matters without addressing misconceptions and misperceptions first is one of the least helpful and fruitless courses of action. How can the twinkling stars embellish the heart mirror of a person that is already eclipsed and unable to receive the light? We must do our best to approach people from the angles that specifically interest and answer their needs so that they can use their intellect and common sense and thus experience an awakening.

			Sometimes a very heartfelt plea of yours is all it takes for the other person to come to their senses and question and realize what they are lacking. I believe that there is no other gift that is as valuable as that plea, which is so full of good intentions and a sincere concern for people to succeed in both this world and the next. Such a serious concern and plea of yours, in some ways, can stop and prevent the person from all the consecutive wrongs to be committed and may lead them to the right path and direction. This promising gift, the gift of “calling to good and preventing wrong,” may open further gateways before them. To me, once again, there is no greater gift that one can give to another person than such a call.

			Bukhari and Muslim narrate the following event, which symbolizes the importance and worth of calling people to belief in Allah SWT:

			The siege of Khaybar lasted for days. No positive result was obtained. The residents of Khaybar were putting up strong resistance. One day, the Messenger of Allah ﷺ said: “Tomorrow I will give the flag to such a person that he loves Allah and His Messenger; and Allah and His Messenger love him, too.”15 

			This was such good news that nobody would be willing to forsake this honor. At other times, the Companions of the Prophet would always prefer their brothers and sisters over themselves in all matters. We know stories of when they gave the last remaining water to their friend although they knew they needed it more.16 They could easily give up everything that they possessed for the sake of a believing brother of theirs.17 But what was said today was the good news of the guarantee of being loved by Allah SWT and His Messenger ﷺ. This was not an honor to disown.

			In short, everybody wanted to obtain this honor, including personalities as exceptional as Umar ibn al-Khattab. Umar, may Allah SWT be pleased with him, said that he never wished for a position of leadership or any duty. But he strongly desired and hoped to be given the flag that night because it would signify the guarantee of being loved by Allah SWT and His Messenger ﷺ.18

			The Companions could not sleep a wink till the morning and wondered who would be granted this honor. The next morning, everybody tried to find a place somewhere at the front row for the morning prayer with the hope of being selected; the flag was going to be given to its owner after the prayer. When the Messenger of Allah ﷺ turned to the congregation, everybody was all ears, for they would hear the name of the luckiest man in the world. The excitement was at its peak, and when the time finally came, the Prophet ﷺ spoke with a voice that was as tender as it was somewhat chilling: “Where is Ali?”

			It was all clear: Ali was the lucky one. But Ali was ill with serious pain in his eyes. Could this be a chance for another one of them? With this hope they replied to the Prophet ﷺ: “He is lying ill over there, O Apostle of Allah!” The Prophet called him near and put his holy fingers to his mouth and then rubbed them on Ali’s eyes. Those aching eyes healed, and Ali never felt this pain again for the rest of his life.

			The flag found its lucky owner. Ali took hold of the flag and set off for Khaybar. Then, he suddenly stopped and asked the Prophet ﷺ: “O Messenger of Allah! On what basis shall I fight against them? What kind of proposal shall I offer them?” The Sultan of the Two Worlds ﷺ answered: “Keep your composure until you enter their region (don’t fight at once). Then invite them to Islam. If they accept, they will have protected their property and family from you. Their rights regarding the Hereafter are something up to Allah. O Ali! I swear by Allah that someone’s embracing the faith by means of you is more beneficial than sacrificing as many red camels as would cover the entire world in Allah’s way.”19

			Henceforth, whenever and wherever a proper Islamic army happens to enter a battle, they must do so with this command of Allah’s Messenger ﷺ in their minds and they are supposed to act in accordance with it.

			In the eras long before us, the mission of “calling to good and preventing wrong” had been systematized, taking into consideration different hadiths along with the practices of the Messenger of Allah ﷺ. In other words, people who assumed the duty of disseminating Allah’s SWT call—not the army—used to move to different places to convey the message and soften people’s hearts. On many occasions, such moves gave positive outcomes, and many people embraced the faith, naturally making their country a land of Islam. At other times, when Muslims were not allowed to spread their faith and had to fight, they had to comply with the principles as outlined above. In other words, calling people to faith by peaceful means would be more rewarding to the caller than sacrificing in charity as many red camels as would cover the entire world in the way of Allah SWT.

			In conclusion, the best gift a Muslim can offer to humanity is to perform their duty to “call to good and prevent wrong.” Accomplishing this responsibility in moderation, with gentleness and tolerance under all circumstances, and without becoming weary, is the greatest and most valuable of all gifts.

			1.4. Continuity

			“Calling to good and preventing wrong” requires continuity and determination. The Qur’an states the following:

			كُنْتُمْ خَيْرَ اُمَّةٍ اُخْرِجَتْ لِلنَّاسِ تَأْمُرُونَ بِالْمَعْرُوفِ وَتَنْهَوْنَ عَنِ الْمُنْكَرِ وَتُؤْمِنُونَ بِاللّٰهِۜ

			“You are the best community ever brought forth among [for the good of] humankind. You enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and believe in Allah.” (Al ‘Imran 3:110)

			An attentive look at the verse above will reveal the high level of Qur’anic rhetoric and also illustrate why the language of the Qur’an is miraculous, unique, and evidence of Divine authority.



OEBPS/image/calling_to_good_cover.jpg
CALLING
TO GOOD

Islamic Mentorlng ~

? M. FETHULLAH GULEN





OEBPS/font/TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT.ttf


OEBPS/font/AGaramond-Regular.otf


OEBPS/font/TimesNewRomanPSMT.ttf


OEBPS/font/AGaramond-Italic.otf


OEBPS/font/Avenir-Regular.otf


OEBPS/font/Avenir-Heavy.otf


OEBPS/font/Avenir-Light.otf


OEBPS/image/1.png





OEBPS/font/AGaramond-Bold.otf


