
[image: cover]


        
            
                Thank you for downloading this Simon & Schuster ebook.

                

                Get a FREE ebook when you join our mailing list. Plus, get updates on new releases, deals, recommended reads, and more from Simon & Schuster. Click below to sign up and see terms and conditions.

            

            
            	CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP

            

            
               Already a subscriber? Provide your email again so we can register this ebook and send you more of what you like to read. You will continue to receive exclusive offers in your inbox.

            

        
    
[image: 9781605501215_0002_001]

GUIDE TO
 ANGELS 

Dear Reader, 

There is no such thing as a coincidence. This book is in your hands because you called it forth and the angels want to be a part of your life. I assure you, if you invite the angels into your life, you will never feel alone again and you will realize the true meaning of unconditional love.

My guardian angel appeared to me during a very challenging time when I was being treated for thyroid cancer. My journey with cancer was a spiritual awakening and a blessing in disguise. It guided me back “home” to a spiritual connection that was missing in my life. Since then the angels have become my best friends and my spiritual guides.

My passion for the angels and the miraculous gifts of transformation I received inspired me to become a messenger for the angels. This book is filled with the gems of wisdom you need to invite divine miracles and magic into your life. The angels are excited and eager to assist you in any way they can.

So get ready for a magical ride. Open your heart—invite the angels into your life—and expect miracles!

Blessings, 
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Welcome to the [image: Il_9781605501215_0003_002] Series! 

These handy, accessible books give you all you need to tackle a difficult project, gain a new hobby, comprehend a fascinating topic, prepare for an exam, or even brush up on something you learned back in school but have since forgotten.

You can choose to read an Everything® book from cover to cover or just pick out the information you want from our four useful boxes: e-questions, e-facts, e-alerts, and e-ssentials.

We give you everything you need to know on the subject, but throw in a lot of fun stuff along the way, too.

We now have more than 400 Everything® books in print, spanning such wide-ranging categories as weddings, pregnancy, cooking, music instruction, foreign language, crafts, pets, New Age, and so much more. When you’re done reading them all, you can finally say you know Everything®!
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Blessings and gratitude to each and every one of you 
who read this book and may you open your heart to the 
angels. Together we can co-create heaven on earth and 
with the help of the angels; we can all experience love, 
peace, and harmony.
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The Top 10 Things You Will 
Accomplish by Reading This Book 

1. Discover how to lift the veil between heaven and earth to see, feel, and hear the angels by practicing meditation, journaling, affirmations, and chanting.

2. Learn the history of the angels and discover what roles they played and their significance in the different religions throughout time.

3. Answer the big question: Is it just my imagination or is it the voice of my angels?

4. Learn how to use angel cards to receive messages of divine guidance and gain insight into different aspects of your life.

5. Discover the magic of signs, synchronicities, and coincidences, and learn how to interpret their meaning as a message from your angels.

6. Experience how the angels can help you release worry, gain patience, let go of guilt, and live in the present moment with a positive attitude.

7. Have fun with the angels—they can help you locate the perfect parking spot, find lost objects, bargain shop, and experience smooth travel and great weather.

8. Develop and enhance your intuitive and psychic abilities so you can see into the future, interpret your dreams, and communicate with angels and loved ones in spirit.

9. Receive help from the angels to heal physically and emotionally, find a soul mate, enhance relationships, create prosperity, find the perfect job, and manifest your dreams.

10. Be inspired and believe the angels are real. Read stories about real people who have been touched by the angels and experienced miracles of healing, help, and transformation.


Introduction 

THE WORLD AROUND YOU is constantly changing. Through mass media and the Internet you have a conscious awareness of how humanity is challenged every day. Because of this, people are nervous and confused and they are searching for answers. Intuitively many find themselves on the spiritual path trying to find the answers and the support they need. This is exactly why the angels are more present than ever before. They want you to feel more peaceful and they are honored to help you in any way they can.

Their mission is to help you discover the answers you seek.

The angels were gifted to you by God since the beginning of time. They are messengers of love and light who act as intermediaries between heaven and earth. They have appeared throughout history and in many different cultures, most often portrayed as friendly spirits who walk among the people.

God knew that when you were born into this human experience you might forget your connection to the divine and how loved you really are. So He sent the angels to help you. The angels have different roles and assignments to help you in every possible way you can imagine. God also gave you another significant gift, the gift of free will and free choice. This is a very important point to remember when working with the angels. Because of free will, you need to ask the angels for their help and guidance. Once you ask, the angels get to work behind the scenes and you begin to witness miracles unfolding in your life.

This book is true to its title; you are going to learn everything you need to know about the angels and how to work with them. You will receive all the tools you need to bridge the connection between you and the divine. With practice, you will walk over the bridge and become one with the reality of heaven on earth. You will communicate with the angels and they will respond, with peace, clarity, encouragement, and wisdom. There is no previous experience required and you don’t have to be “gifted” or psychic to communicate with the angels. They will hold your hand every step of the way. They know you better than you know yourself and they know exactly how to help you. Just be curious and open your heart to receive.

God and the angels want you to experience heaven on earth. When you develop a deep desire to experience it, the divine says, “Yes! She’s finally ready. Let’s step in and help.” The cocreation begins and everything naturally falls into place to bring about its manifestation. With faith, trust, and belief in the impossible, miracles can happen. You will begin to experience more joy, happiness, and peace in every aspect of your life: your relationships, your home, your career, your finances, and overall well being.

The angels are ready to help you remember your true potential as spirit, living in the human experience. It’s time to wake up and lift the veil between heaven and earth. Just remember these two truths as you embark on the journey: One, you are never alone; and two, you are always loved unconditionally by God and the angels.


CHAPTER 1

 What You Need to Know about the Angels 

Angels are messengers of love who serve as guardians and helpers between heaven and earth. The more you open your awareness to who they are and why they are here, the more you can invite their miracles of love and support into your everyday experience. You don’t have to be psychically gifted to connect or communicate with angels; they are here to serve all of humanity. Just affirm your desire and open your heart to them.

What Are Angels?

Angels are messengers from God. They can act as the link through which you can communicate between heaven and earth. Their role is to watch over you, protect you, and guide you along your human journey. The word “angel” comes from Greek word angelos, which means “messenger.” Angels are divine celestial beings who have not experienced living in a human body on the earth plane. God gave you the angels so you would never feel alone or abandoned by God. They vibrate in the same loving energy as God, and they are here to serve and help humanity with compassion, grace, joy, playfulness, and peace.

Throughout history, in almost every culture and religion, there have been stories and validations of the angels and their roles as messengers from heaven to earth. Their presence is portrayed in many different forms. In different religious scripture such as the Bible, the Koran, and the Kabbalah, the angels have been described as healers, messengers, and guides. Artists throughout time have been inspired by angels. Their paintings depict angels in various forms—a glowing light and aura surrounding them, human-like beings with glorious wings, some with a halo above their head or a musical instrument in their hands. Their appearance and purpose may vary throughout the world and its history, but their universal influence over mankind is a presence of love, guidance, and a reminder that we are not alone.
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The Bible affirms God’s love for all in Psalms 91:11–12 “For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”



One important reminder: You were given two gifts to experience in this lifetime: free will and free choice. Whatever choices you make and however those choices play out, the angels are there to watch over in unconditional love. One important point about this gift of free will is that the angels will not interfere in your life unless you ask them. The only time they will intervene is if there is a life-threatening situation and it’s not your time to leave this earth plane. This is called divine intervention, and they will do whatever it takes to save your life. Many have shared their personal experiences of divine intervention when they were miraculously saved from a life-threatening situation. So the most important thing to remember when working with these divine celestial beings is to ask for help and guidance when you need it. This opens the doors to invite miracles into your life and to receive clear communication from God and the angels.

How Many Angels Are There?

There is a great curiosity among adults and children about how many angels there are. Scripture does not quote the exact numbers, but it does allude to their massive presence. For example in Daniel 7:10: “A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.” And in Matthew 26:53: “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?”

Everyone has at least two guardian angels assigned to her by God, and they will be with you from birth to the time of death. So to get an idea about how many guardian angels there are in heaven, think about the number of human beings that have existed throughout time and multiply that number by two. Add that number to the divine helpers from the hierarchy of angels which will be discussed later in the book. These include the Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, Dominions, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Archangels, and the other ministering angels who have their individual roles in God’s divine order.

Needless to say, one cannot even imagine how many angels there are, and yet it is evident that there are more than enough to go around. You have your personal guardian angels that were specifically assigned to you and later on you will learn about the specific angels you can call upon to help you in different aspects of your life. There are angels in abundance everywhere; just remember to ask for their help and guidance. They will rush to your side and you will feel their presence embrace you in love and protection.

What Do the Angels Look Like?

This is a very important question for those seeking to know more about the angels and how to connect with them. Angels have been portrayed in many forms: with wings and without, male and female, human and child, with a sword or trumpet, radiating in pure light or even appearing in multiple colors of light. This opens discussion to the possibility that everyone may have a different perception of angels. Many interpretations of the angels and what they look like are based on a person’s viewpoint, their culture, religious upbringing, belief system, and even their strongest intuitive senses. For example, if a person uses his sense of feeling to experience his surroundings he will most likely feel the presence of the angels around him. He may experience chills down his spine or warmth surrounding him. If someone uses this form of extrasensory perception it’s called clairsentience. A more visually oriented person may have an easier time seeing the angels through his inner vision or imagination. This form of extrasensory perception is called clairvoyance.

Clairsentience comes from the French word clair, meaning “clear,” and sentience, meaning “feeling.” This is a form of extrasensory perception where a person uses their sense of feeling to obtain psychic knowledge.

Clairvoyance originated from the seventeenth-century French word clair and voyances meaning “visibility.” It is the apparent ability to gain information about an object, location, or physical event through means other than the known human senses. This is a form of extrasensory perception where a person has the ability to obtain information about a person, an event, or even an object using their sense of inner sight. A clairvoyant is “one who sees clear.”

As you seek your own path of spiritual growth and intuition development, you will learn to trust your own experience of the angels and what they look or feel like to you. The angels know you better than you know yourself; be reassured that if you ask them; they will make their presence known to you.

Who Sees the Angels?

The angels are all around you and they appear in many forms. A veil separates you from the ability to see heaven and earth as one. For children, the veil is thinner and their beliefs are not clouded with fear, so many of them can naturally see the angels. Sometimes parents will witness their children interacting with “imaginary friends.” This could very possibly be their guardian angels communicating and playing with them.
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In a 2005 Harris Poll, 68 percent of the people polled believed in angels. The number increased to 79 percent for those polled with an education of high school or less. Children tend to be more open and the veil seems to be thinner when you’re younger; therefore, there is an increased possibility of experiencing the angelic realm.



When close to the moment of death, some patients have reported witnessing an apparition of an angel or loved one coming to escort them back home. Those who are grieving from the loss of a loved one are also more open to receiving a visitation from the angels. One way the angels can appear to them is during their dream state. Many who have had this experience share that it seemed so real, even though they knew it was a dream.

Have you ever seen flashes or sparkles of light around you? Or have you ever seen a shadow of someone or something out of the corner of your eye? These can be a manifestation of the angels’ presence around you.

When divine intervention takes place in a life-threatening situation, the angels can render assistance by superimposing their celestial energy upon another human being. The person chosen may be totally unaware that this is taking place and they may act instinctively. So if you witness a person saving a life and being “in the right place at the right time,” you may actually be witnessing an angel performing a miracle.

Who can see the angels? Anyone can open their awareness to see the angels. It takes an open mind and heart and a desire to see beyond the veil.

Are Our Loved Ones Angels?

Many people feel and experience their loved ones who have passed as their guardian angels. Their presence and love never leaves you and, yes, it can feel as if they are still around you acting as your guardian angel. As mentioned before, the angels have never been in a physical form. They are celestial beings of pure light, love, and energy.
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There are many people who claim to be mediums. You want to invest wisely and choose someone with experience and expertise. Ask around for referrals or do your research on the Internet. You can also look for a Spiritualist Church in your area. This is a spiritual community where the congregation gathers for healing and experienced mediums bring messages through from spirits.



Those that have passed and are now living in the spirit world are better referred to as spirit guides. Some loved ones may choose as part of their soul plan and evolution to be a spirit to help you along your life’s journey. It is said that those relatives you were named after at the time of birth have a soul contract to watch over you as spirit guides after their transition to the other side.

If you feel a loss or miss a loved one who is not with you anymore, open the channels of communication with them just like you would contact the angels. They are still with you in spirit and if you choose to, you can attune to their ever-present love and guidance.

If you are interested in communicating with your loved ones in spirit, do your research and seek out an experienced medium. They have natural abilities or they have developed their skills to communicate with this world. Their job is to deliver evidential information and messages of love proving the continuity of life after death. This information can be very healing and it can bring peace to those who are missing their loved ones.

How Can the Angels Help You?

Legions of angels are all around you and wait in assistance to serve you in countless ways. A prayer is a request to God for help, and in truth, there is no request that goes unheard. The angels assist in any way they can to help answer your prayers.

Angels are here to help with healing of all kinds—physical, emotional, and even healing of relationships and pets. If it’s physical or emotional healing you need, they will surround you with loving, healing energy and empower you to connect with your own inner healer. If you need outside support from others, they will connect you with the right people or resources you need to help you achieve health and wholeness. If you are in pain they will provide comfort and peace to help ease the pain.

If there is need for healing in your relationships with others, you can call on the angels for help. They may ask you to practice forgiveness, they may encourage you to communicate and express your feelings, or they can even give you peace if you need to let go of the relationship that is causing you pain.

The angels are there to assist all of God’s creations, including animals. So if you need guidance or healing for your pets, please remember to ask for whatever you need.
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How do I ask the angels for help?

There is no formal way to ask. You can simply call out to the angels by name or you can say, “Angels, gather around me and surround me in your love.” Then ask for whatever you need. No prayer is too small or too large. Surrender your prayer to divine resolution and trust that your prayer has been heard and will be answered in divine timing.



There is help from God for all aspects of your life. If you are seeking a soul mate or looking for new friends, ask the angels for divine intervention so you connect with each other at the perfect place and time. If it’s time to look for a new place to live or buy a car, make a wish list of what you want. Give it to the angels, then pay attention and expect miracles. If you want help finding a new job or you need courage to live your life purpose, know the angels will be honored to assist you in any way they can. They know that it is possible for you to find the perfect job where you can experience happiness, success, and fulfillment. There are also angels who act as financial advisers in spirit. They can assist you in finding resources or opportunities to increase your income. They can help you heal debt and create financial balance. If you are looking to invest your money wisely, ask them to guide you to the resources that will help you create financial abundance.

Later on in the book you will discover more ways in which the angels can help you in all aspects of your life. You will learn which specific angels to call upon and their prayer of invocation to create miracles.

Do You Need to be “Gifted” to Connect with the Angels?

You don’t have to be special or gifted to connect with the angels and receive messages of divine guidance. It simply requires an open mind and heart and a desire to learn.

Contemplate this thought for a moment: When you decided as a soul to birth into a physical life experience, the veil dropped between heaven and earth. Gradually you forgot the truth of who you are and where you came from. If you were to consciously lift the veil again, you would begin to remember that you are not separate from God and the angels. This is why many travel down the spiritual path seeking to reconnect with heaven and earth, so they can re-remember the truth of who they are. So if you believe this to be true, it’s perfectly natural and a part of your divine heritage to be one with the angels and God.

Another concept to reflect upon comes from the theory of quantum physics. It states that the universe is energy, you are energy, your thoughts are energy, and everything is energy. Everyone has energy centers called the chakras. They run throughout the body and they act as transmitters of energy. When your chakras are flowing and balanced your intuitive senses are heightened, attuning you to the energy of God and the angels. In this flow of consciousness you can gain clarity and receive messages of divine guidance. So if everyone has energy centers and God and the angels are energy, then everyone has the capability to make that connection.

Hopefully you can understand that God did not bless some with a special gift to communicate with the divine. We are all blessed in the oneness of God. Through the eyes of God and the angels there is no one more special than the other. It is a choice, and everyone has the ability to connect with the angels. It takes curiosity and a willingness to expand your consciousness beyond what you can see and touch. Choose to travel down the path of spiritual growth. Be open and willing to learn all you can. Learn to meditate, open your chakras, and attune your senses to the oneness of energy all around you. As you take this journey, you will witness the miracles of heaven and earth as one.

Be Open to Angels 

It’s very natural to be a skeptic before a believer. You have your own personal history of religion and what’s been ingrained in your belief system since childhood. You may have had a negative experience and you are uncertain what to believe. If this is true for you, you can ask the angels to help you heal any old wounds so you can accept the love and peace of God and the angels.

Be a student and a curious seeker on the path of spirituality. Remember, the angels work only in the vibration of love, and this is their pure intention. If you experience fear, it resonates within you. This fear may come from a variety of sources: your parents’ beliefs, what you were taught in school, society, religion, television, and possibly fears from past life experiences. No matter what the source may be, you can change your belief system and decide what’s true for you.

Your truth will unfold with experience. As you open up to the angels, pay attention to your feelings and only do what feels right to you. The angels want you to feel safe and protected. They will walk side by side with you as you learn and grow. If you need to rebuild your trust in God, know that the angels are honored to assist you. They will give you everything you need to do this.

When you invite the angels into your life, expect positive changes to occur. One of the greatest gifts you will receive is knowing that you are never alone. The fear of being alone is a deep, unconscious fear that many deal with. When the angels are a part of your life this fear no longer exists. As you give your prayers and requests to the angels you begin to trust you have a team working behind the scenes. You experience a sense of peace and relief that you are not alone in your worries. You begin to witness your prayers being answered through synchronistic events and coincidences, and you experience a feeling of inner joy and magic. Life becomes exciting, and you look forward to playing with the angels every day.

It’s important to know that the angels feel honored to assist humanity. They recognize how brave you are to journey through your life experiences and they have compassion for every difficulty you go through. They will wrap you in their wings of love and help you in any way they can. They know you have soul lessons to learn and these challenges may be an opportunity for growth. During these difficult times ask the angels for strength, courage, and understanding. They will surround you in loving support and encouragement.

Lastly, the angels see you and your life experiences through the eyes of unconditional love. You are never judged for your choices or actions. There is nothing you could ever have said or done that would compromise the angels’ love for you. They want you to embrace yourself in unconditional love the way you are embraced by God and the angels. If you learn to accept their love it will be easier for you to love yourself, and when you love yourself it is easier to love another. The angels celebrate each and every time a human being remembers to love him or herself, and in turn, to love each other. As they witness this taking place, their purpose as messengers between heaven and earth is fulfilled.


CHAPTER 2

 History of Angels 

It is unknown if the idea of angels arose in different cultures independently, if the idea traveled from culture to culture, or which cultural ideas seeded the beliefs of others. For thousands of years, merchants and mercenaries, wise men and priests, prophets and pagans, and those uprooted by famine or war have wandered and intermingled. Thus it is that you can find the concept of angels in the mythologies of nearly every known ancient culture.

Ancient Angels 

Angels have been recorded in history by many different cultures throughout the world. Some scholars say that the earliest religious representation of the angels dates back to the city of Ur, in the Euphrates Valley, c. 4000–2500 b.c.e. A stele, which is a stone slab, showed a winged figure descended from one of the seven heavens to pour the water of life from an overflowing jar into the cup held by the king. Other records show that in Mesopotamia, there were giant winged creatures, part human, part animal, known as griffins. And in Egypt, Nepthys, the twin sister of the goddess Isis, is shown in paintings and reliefs enfolding the dead in her beautiful wings. Her image is found carved on the inner right-hand door of Shrine III in the tomb of Tutankhamen, c. fourteenth century b.c.e. Her angelic representation encompasses the dead pharaoh and protects him from all harm.
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The ancient Egyptians believed that each person born into the world had a supernatural double, called her ka, who was born alongside the person and stayed as a part of her life ever after. The ka was, in one sense, what we now call a guardian angel.



Without doubt, based upon archeological evidence and other prehistoric information, there were angels long before Christianity appeared on the religious stage. Angels are most ancient, predating even early Judaism. Images of angels appear all over Asia Minor, in different cultures in the ancient civilized world, and westward into Greece and Italy. Iris, “the rainbow of Zeus,” and Hermes, messenger of the gods and guide of souls, both wear wings and serve angelic functions, carrying messages and bringing aid to humans. The famous Greek sculpture Winged Victory (Nike) served as a model for the Renaissance angels that proliferated into the Middle Ages, firmly establishing the concept of angels in that period.

Angels are also found in the Asian cultures represented by Buddhism and Taoism. Without question, the idea of angels appears everywhere in Asia Minor; from there it extended into the Mediterranean basin of Greece and Italy, where it would be transformed.

Angels in the Old Testament 

Several angels appear in stories throughout the Hebrew Bible (The Old Testament). In the earlier books the angels are described as heavenly beings created by God. As religious beliefs transformed throughout the ages so did the view of the angels. There were angels who brought news of death and destruction and others who killed thousands. There were also stories in the Bible about ministering angels who provided protection, comfort, and delivered words of wisdom from God.
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It is said that there were angels who stood with flaming swords at the gates of the Garden of Eden. These guardians wanted to prevent Adam and Eve from returning to eat the fruit from the Tree of Immortal Life after they were expelled from the garden.



As you read the following stories from the Old Testament, allow your own truth to unfold as you learn more about the angels and their roles in history.

Abraham and Sarah 

In Genesis 21:14–20, A young woman, Hagar, finds herself pregnant by an important man, Abraham, who has a powerful wife, Sarah. Sarah was not pleased, and when the poor girl Hagar could take no more abuse, she ran away. During her flight, she found a spring on the road to Shur and stopped there to rest and refresh herself. Here she had her first of two encounters with angelic presences, who told her to return home and that she would bear a son named Ishmael. After her son was born, they were cast into the desert. Dying of thirst, Hagar prayed as she had been taught to do. As she did, she heard the voice she had heard earlier: “What is the matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is,” said the voice of the angel of God, and Hagar took heart hearing this call from heaven. “Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water; and she went and filled the skin with water, and gave the lad a drink. And God was with the lad.”

Jacob 

Abraham’s grandson, Jacob, had a difficult experience with an angel. Jacob had a shaded history of bad choices: he cheated his brother Esau out of his inheritance, he tricked his uncle Laban out of all his wealth and possessions, he married twice, and he had illegitimate children. Later in his life Jacob returned home wanting peace and forgiveness with his brother, but he was afraid his brother would kill him. One night, an angel came and Jacob wrestled with the angel all night long. In the end, Jacob prevailed. He then demanded a boon (blessing) from the angel, who gave it without ever identifying itself. But Jacob figured out that his struggle had been with a supernatural being, and since he had won, he concluded that all would be well with his brother. Jacob remained deeply involved with angelic presences all through his life, and when he reached the end of it, reviewing his experiences with the holy ones, he in wonder exclaimed, “God . . . has been my shepherd all my life to this day, the angel who has redeemed me from all evil.”
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This same Jacob is the one famous for “Jacob’s ladder.” He saw in a vision the multitude of angels ascending and descending a ladder that reached up to heaven. The Bible does not report whether or not the angels on the ladder in Jacob’s vision had wings, but one would presume not, since they were climbing up and down the ladder.



Abraham and Isaac 

One of the most famous biblical stories of angels has to do with Abraham and his son Isaac. One day, Abraham heard the voice of God spoken through an angel calling out to him. Genesis 22:11 states, “And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham’ and he said, ‘Here am I.’” The voice instructed him to sacrifice his son Isaac. It ordered him to take the boy to the top of a remote mountain and slit his throat in the manner of the usual sacrificial lamb, and to let his blood run out as an offering to prove to God that he would surrender to his will. Without question, Abraham took his son to the top of a mountain, laid him across an altar, and when he was ready to sacrifice his beloved son an angel appeared. The angel’s voice stopped him and commanded, “Lay not thy hand upon the lad.” Abraham obeyed, no doubt thankfully, and at that moment he spotted a sheep with its woolly fleece entangled in the thorns of a bush. He caught it and sacrificed it, offering it up to God in place of his son.
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The only angel mentioned by name in the history books of the Old Testament is the Angel of Death. This angel was an agent of destruction, presumably acting under direct orders from God. At the time of David, the Angel of Death destroyed 90,000 people and on another occasion, in the Assyrian army camp, it killed 185,000 soldiers.



Moses 

For forty years the Israelites were in bondage in Egypt, and the all-powerful Pharaoh refused to free them from their slavery. Moses, desperate for his people to achieve their freedom, declared, “But when we cried out to the Lord, He heard our voice and sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt” (Numbers 20:16). After having delivered the people of Israel from Egypt and overseen their emancipation from the Pharaoh, the angel did not forsake them. The angel divided the waters of the Red Sea so they could pass through without getting wet. Then when the powerful army of Egypt was in hot pursuit, the “angel of God who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them. So it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel and there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave light at night.

Thus the one did not come near the other all night” (Exodus 14:19–20) 

Angels in the New Testament 

The view and roles of the angels change dramatically in the New Testament. Gone are the Angels of Death and Vengeance, and also gone are the heroic deeds of angels. No longer do angels bring death and destruction, nor do they go about killing the firstborn of unbelievers. They are also no longer depicted as bland creatures without personalities. In the New Testament, the images of the angels are portrayed as being more personalized. From being purely abstract extensions of God, angels became friends to human beings, powers that could be called upon in times of stress or need.

See for yourself and draw your own conclusion as you now read and reflect upon the stories from the New Testament.

Annunciation 

One of the most important angelic visitations in the view of the early Christians is the Annunciation, the speaking of those famous words: Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. The angel came to Mary and said, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His Father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom will have no end” (Luke 1:30-33). When Mary’s pregnancy became obvious, Joseph, her husband, was embarrassed by this situation. But an angel appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid . . . for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:20-21). After the birth of the Savior, the angel continued to look after the family and appeared twice to Joseph, giving him instructions on where to go so he could keep his family safe.

Angels after the Crucifixion of Christ 

The Gospel of Matthew does mention that two angels, without wings but with “a countenance like lightning” and “garments white as snow,” were found sitting inside the cave in which Christ had been laid in burial. Mary Magdalene and Mary went to the tomb to care for the dead body, but when they arrived there was no body to be seen anywhere; It had disappeared. One of the angels informed them that the reason there wasn’t a corpse was because Christ had “risen up from the dead.” Not knowing what to think about this extraordinary occurrence, the women rushed to get the men to take a look for themselves, and they too, found the tomb empty. This story is told in many different versions by different Gospel writers, but the basic elements are the same.

Paul’s Angel 

In Vision of Paul, in New Testament Apocrypha, Paul is guided by an angel on a complicated and confusing journey through the territory of heaven and hell. The narrative shifts back and forth between beauty and horror. He has visions of utter bliss and visions of terrible punishments. Finally, the angel leads Paul to the door of the third heaven. Paul says, “And I looked at it and saw that it was a golden gate and that there were two golden tables above the pillars full of letters. (These letters are the names of the righteous, already inscribed in heaven while they still live on earth.) And again the angel turned to me and said: “Blessed are you if you enter in by these gates.” After entering the gates of paradise, Paul encounters the ancient prophet Enoch, who issues a warning to Paul not to reveal what he has seen in the third heaven. Then, the angel descends, with Paul, to the second heaven and thence to the earthly paradise, where the souls of those deemed righteous await the resurrection.
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It was absolutely crucial for the new early church to draw a firm line of distinction between Christ and angels, who were considered to be the lesser intermediaries between God and his people. No doubt angels had their work to do delivering messages from God, but it had to be Christ who was the closest communicator to God.



Then the angel puts Paul in a golden boat and the narrative continues: “And about three thousand angels were singing a hymn before me until I reached the City of Christ.” When he reaches the City of Christ he says, “I saw in the midst of this city a great altar, very high, and there was David standing near the altar, whose countenance shone as the sun, and he held in his hands a psaltery and harp, and he sang psalms, saying Alleluia. And all in the city replied Alleluia till the very foundations of the city were shaken. . . .Turning round I saw golden thrones placed in each gate, and on them men having golden diadems and gems: and I looked carefully and saw inside between the twelve men thrones in glorious rank . . . so that no one is able to recount their praise. . . . Those thrones belong to those who had goodness and understanding of heart and made themselves fools for the sake of the Lord God.” It ends with Paul seeing 200 angels preceding Mary and singing hymns, and Mary informs him that he has been granted the unusual favor of coming to this place before he dies.
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