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Introduction




  Jesus.




  Just look at that name for a moment. It’s magnetic, isn’t it? If you’re half-asleep, it wakes you up. If life has grown very dark for you, it seems to bring hope – even if it’s only a flicker.




  Jesus.




  Keep looking at it for a second or two. In the whole world it’s the one name which refuses to be ignored. Whatever your background or personality, you find you’re interested.




  People look at Jesus in trying to make sense of a world containing so many cruel contradictions.




  • The refugee with those haunted eyes.




  • The sad little black child, only hours away from dying.




  • The young person in the next street lying ill with cancer.




  It’s not surprising that so many feel God doesn’t exist – or that, if He does exist, He’s just not interested in us. At the same time, you will find, everywhere, people who have a sort of instinct about Jesus. They’re not completely sure about Him – but even just looking at His name they start to feel a bit more hopeful. There’s a reason for this. Jesus is the only real hope of any person on this planet. (Big statement! We’ll look at some of the reasons for it shortly.)




  There’s one thing absolutely certain: if anyone experiences the marvellous changes Jesus can make in a person’s life, those arguments about whether He is divine become irrelevant!




  If Jesus shares your life, you know beyond a shadow of a doubt that you’ve got God with you. You stop searching.




  
Is this you?




  You may not remember when you were last inside a church – but you feel you’d like to know a lot more about Jesus. This book was written just for you.




  Perhaps you are involved in a church – but are among the many who don’t know Jesus in a warm and real way. This book was written just for you.




  By the end of the book I have prayed that, whatever your age or personal makeup, you’ll be well on the way to knowing Jesus – I mean really know him – as a friend. By the end of the book, I can almost hear you saying: ‘I don’t need a lot more reading or searching or wishing because I’m sure of Him!’ This is because Jesus Himself will have been working in you – quite apart from your reading.




  People in hospital were always asking me about Jesus (including many who were a bit frightened by organised religion!) – wanting to exchange that wishful longing for something better.




  I wonder if you once had a strong faith – but you’ve almost lost it? I wonder if you have many problems in your life right now and feel that it’s His help you really need?




  Well, together, we’ll look very closely at Jesus – this person who lived on earth at a definite time and place and is now in charge of everything we see around us. You will start the exciting process of getting acquainted with Him. You will find out how to enjoy that relationship – whatever your personality. Yes, enjoy – even if you’re thinking right now how many huge barriers exist!




  You’ve realised of course that discovering the friendship of Jesus doesn’t all depend on you. In fact, He has already taken the initiative – giving you a wish to know Him. So, if you’ve all sorts of misgivings, all sorts of conflicts, all sorts of problems or if you’re just among that huge number who can only say ‘I wish ...’, here are two tremendous facts to get hold of:




  • Jesus does want you to know Him. He doesn’t play hide-and-seek with people.




  • He does want you to experience how much He loves you.




  Jesus wants to be, for you, not a cosy escape from life, but someone who is going to meet the hard realities of living with you. And this is going to make all the difference.




  One to one!




  There are always people frantically looking for an ‘experience’ of Jesus. Perhaps you too feel that He won’t light up for you unless you find that dynamic service or inspiring meeting – as if He needed these occasions to break through.




  You may be tempted to feel that, if you try a bit harder, read a few more books, He’ll seem more real. Well, I’ve good news for you. You may not need to find the ‘right’ book or the ‘right’ Christian friend or the ‘right’ meeting.




  There is one big step which so many people never get round to making. Will you take that step now – not worrying about the accompanying feelings as you do so!




  Just ask Jesus (even if He seems rather remote at the time) to start sharing your life. He can’t resist that request. Sharing your life is exactly what He’ll start to do. You can forget looking for that spectacular ‘experience’. Jesus is going to work His way – tailored just for you. You’ll find that you’re sharing all that He is – that you’re part of Him. That isn’t just fancy language, as you’ll soon discover. Jesus will start to be real for you.




  You’ll find that you can feel calm, that you can feel strong by just having a word with Him. You’ll find that a sense of Jesus with you throughout each day is not reserved for those few super-spiritual people!




  On a hospital ward, a patient often said something like this to me: ‘I’m not very religious, Padre, but, you know, I always think of Jesus as a friend.’ Yes, there’s that word again. He’s a super friend! He’s never beaten by any circumstances. He’s completely dependable. You’ll find that the true experience of Jesus, which is waiting for you, doesn’t start off with a bang and then leave you disappointed.




  To be realistic, you don’t, of course, escape from all life’s difficult places if Jesus is your friend. But you’ll notice something wonderful. You’ll notice Him making everything fit into a pattern for you – in a way which only God can do.




  Yes, you too




  Countless books have been written, haven’t they? Many describe dramatic healings, lives being changed; all sorts of spectacular and inspiring incidents. I wonder if you’re one of the majority who, after putting down the book, feeling very sad, has thought: ‘That’s great – but why doesn’t it happen to me?’ Well, from now on, you won’t be one of those ‘struggling Christians’ who feel that knowing Jesus, in a warm sort of way, must be reserved for after you’re dead!




  Every category of persons needs Jesus – though some (like you) realise it more than others.




  Here’s Jane, aged 17. She was desperately shy and felt guilty about almost everything. She had to ‘spoil’ everything for herself. Jesus’ love put things right, slowly but surely.




  Here’s Peter – a sad, elderly clergyman. He once believed very eagerly, but had only a dead feeling inside, after some events which left him disillusioned. Jesus ‘came back’ to put things right for Peter.




  Here’s Elizabeth, aged 42. She had prayed so desperately, for so long, but only occasionally felt close to God. Then Jesus gave Elizabeth a sense of His love – which changed everything.




  By the way, we won’t be spending a long time on admittedly important things like reading the Bible, attending Church and the various aspects of ‘Christian doctrine’. These are dealt with by many others more expertly than I could do!




  What we are going to do (and I suspect this is what you want) is:




  • Start learning to be very aware of Jesus.




  • Learn how to go through each day with a relaxing sense of His love.




  • Learn how to start receiving His unique help for those, often desperate, needs and problems – things you may hide from those closest to you!




  May I ask a favour? Forget about other people’s spiritual ‘success stories’. Forget all your previous disappointments – and look forward to experiencing Jesus sharing your life.




  Your priority?




  I think a pause would be useful right here, don’t you? Could you, after a deep breath, promise yourself one thing? Promise yourself that knowing Jesus is going to be your top priority.




  As you know, there was once the Great Train Robbery in Britain. One man – the head of the Flying Squad (Tommy Butler) – became obsessed with finding those responsible. He made countless trips abroad, missed many meals, went on hundreds of false leads – but never gave up. When he had just brought one more of the train robbers from the USA, a newspaper commented: ‘Tommy Butler is the most dedicated cop in the business.’ He had a ruling passion. He was in deadly earnest.




  Shall I tell you something? The happiness of knowing Jesus as a Friend comes to those who put this desire for Him first – and keep it, in spite of perhaps years of disappointments. This is the way it happened for me – changing my whole life. And this is the way I’m sure it’s going to happen for you.




  But who is Jesus? It’s natural to ask this, because so many who influence opinion in the Church, who appear on TV or who write books hold such frighteningly different beliefs about Him! So we’ll take a look at Him now.




  When working among hospital patients, I saw many prayers answered.




  As a reader of this book, there has been a prayer said for you. It is that you will know, unmistakably, the companionship of Jesus – even if you’ve been at a ‘wistful’ stage for a long, long time!




  I know that it’s going to be a lasting friendship – long after you’ve finished the book.




  Chapter 1




  Who is Jesus?




  

    ‘I can admire Him but ...’




    ‘I suppose He’s the greatest person who ever lived.’




    ‘I can’t believe all that the Bible says about Him, just because fairy tales are pleasant.’


  




  Here you are in this vast, apparently impersonal, puzzling universe. If a voice whispered, ‘Behind all this, I assure you, there is a loving God,’ there are times when you might not be convinced!




  ‘Believers’ seem to fall, very roughly, into two categories. The first group put Jesus on a pedestal. He is God. He has all things in His hands. Watching Jesus walk about Palestine, people were looking at the God of this universe incredibly revealed in a human life.




  Then there is a second group. While believing in God, they are not too sure about Jesus being all He claimed to be or was reported to be.




  And so how does Jesus fit into the universe in which we say, ‘There is a God who loves us’, but which contains so much that is frightening or meaningless? For the honest person, the two seem so hard to reconcile, don’t they?




  Well, in this sort of world, don’t you feel glad, as I do, that we’ve heard the name Jesus? You will have guessed that I’m not with those in the second group. I regard Jesus as supreme in the whole scheme of creation. Knowing what He has come to mean to me, and to so many that I used to meet in the wards of our hospitals, I couldn’t do otherwise! In Jesus we experience all we will ever need to experience God. God the Father’s tremendous love just shines through Jesus His Son – as much of that love as we could ever want.




  
They’re one!




  Using some cameras, you have to twiddle the knob until two images coincide. When they do, you’re in focus. It’s so sad that there are many people today who have two religious ‘images’. First there’s God, the Father, the Creator. Secondly there’s Jesus whom they feel may or may not have been God revealed in human form.




  It is when these images ‘God’ and ‘Jesus’ coincide, that religion starts to become excitingly alive! God, our Father, becomes real and close to you when you find Him in Jesus. Yes, I know it could be dangerous to confuse them, forgetting that there is a Father and there is a Son. But both are God. The real danger comes when they become ‘split’ – or when Jesus is slightly demoted, as so often happens today.




  If you had a chance to eavesdrop on one or two people of deep faith saying their prayers, you’d find that the words ‘Father’ and ‘Jesus’ are used interchangeably towards the Person they are addressing.




  Before those increasingly complex creeds were composed, the very early Christians seem to have had just one phrase by which they lived: ‘Jesus is Lord’. For practical, working purposes, God was the God they saw in Jesus. Karl Barth, a giant among theologians, puts it in this way: ‘From the very start, in trying to think of God, we’ve just got to think of Jesus Christ.’ But many people today tend to push Jesus on one side with a big question mark over Him. And then they go on to say how sure they feel about God! It just doesn’t work.




  Jesus said to his friends in Palestine: ‘If you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen God.’ How about that! Think of what this means for you if you want Him to be your friend and companion. It’s in Jesus that we see God defined in all His love and power.




  Listen to an Indian doctor – bright blue turban, black beard – as he takes a few minutes off from the ward to ask about becoming a Christian: ‘If you believe in God, what better way could anyone imagine of Him revealing Himself than in a human life?’ Exactly, Dr Singh! You non-Christians are often more truly Christian than some of us ‘professionals’!




  He did it!




  Have I perhaps been making it sound a bit too simple or a bit too patronizing? Because, after all, people have studied for centuries the complex question of just how the divine and human natures could meet in Jesus.




  Well, even if the ‘how’ of it is rather puzzling, it is perfectly reasonable just to accept that God did it – that He showed us Himself, perfectly, in Jesus. If he didn’t, I think I’d find it very difficult to believe in God in a universe like this, wouldn’t you?
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