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Praise for SO YOU THINK YOU CAN BE PRESIDENT?

“This book is a must read for all 100 United States Senators planning to run for President. Of course that’s an exaggeration. All 100 of us are already running for President. And we can all use Iris Burnett’s wit and insight. So You Think You Can Be President? is required reading not just for those of us who have had the audacity to ask ourselves that question, but for everyone.”

—SENATOR JOHN KERRY



 “At a time when Presidential campaigns have become too dull and the news media too negative, this book brings back the humor in thinking about politics and government—Mark Twain would have loved it.”

—NEWT GINGRICH, author of the New York Times
 bestselling novel Pearl Harbor, and Real Change: From the
 World That Fails to the World That Works



 “A brilliant book that also solves the budget deficit. If Presidential candidates have to pass this test, there will be a vacant McMansion on Pennsylvania Avenue. And do you know what houses like that are going for in Washington these days?”

—P. J. O’ROURKE, author of
 On the Wealth of Nations and Peace Kills



 “I’ve been running for President since 1984, and I was a total failure. Then I read this amazing book, and today I am the leader of the free world! At least that’s what I tell people in bars.”

—DAVE BARRY,
 humorist, novelist, and author of
 Dave Barry’s History of the Millennium (So Far)



 “This triumph of a tome is what would happen if the most brilliant nerd of a political consultant were to write a strategy memo after taking acid for a week—which all of them should do anyway. I haven’t had this much fun since I was at the Stones concert in Memphis in 1975 and passed out after ‘Honky Tonk Women.’ Iris is a muse you can use!”

—TOM OLIPHANT, author of
 Utter Incompetents: Ego and Ideology in the
 Age of Bush, and the bestseller Praying for
 Gil Hodges: A Memoir of the 1955 World Series
 and One Family’s Love of the Brooklyn Dodgers



 “Self-delusion binds all sane human beings together. It keeps us off street corners predicting the end of the world. The DNA of Presidential candidates instructs us to be slightly more delusional. It keeps us in New Hampshire predicting victory. Iris and Clay broke the code.”

—SENATOR BOB KERREY, President of the New
 School and former Presidential candidate




 “Any book that suggests me as a Supreme Court Justice is a winner. I’d remove the blindfold from the Scales of Justice statue, equip the lady with night vision goggles, and put a bat in her hand. Clay Greager and Iris Burnett for President.”

—RANDY WAYNE WRIGHT,
 author of Dark Light and the bestselling Doc Ford series




 “Mother Goose insisted that Grimm take this test, and his scores were amazing—so he’s decided to continue not to be interested in anything, start numbers of unsuccessful businesses, and hire Karl Rove, and he feels sure he can be the next President. Mother Goose will, of course, be Secretary of State.”

—MIKE PETERS,
 Secretary of State.” Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoonist



 “A stunning, sunny book. It may attract a new breed of Presidential candidate: one with a sense of humor.”

—DONNA E. SHALALA,
 former US Secretary of Health and Human Services




 “Socratic dialogue, anyone? Sometimes the right question can just change your life. Well, probability’s on your side with this provocative little book that has more moral and philosophical questions than I had to answer in twentyfive years of schooling (or thirty-five years, if you give extra credit for Hebrew school). Whether it helps you to pick the right party, First Lady, Chief of Staff, or position on drug benefits for seniors remains to be seen, but it’ll undoubtedly convince you that you may have the stuff to be the next leader of the free world (or at least play the role believably in a TV miniseries).”

—DR. ALLAN JACOBSON,
 Professor and Chair,
 Department of Molecular Genetics
 and Microbiology, University
 of Massachusetts Medical School



 “No one who intends to shamelessly pander to the frigid citizens of New Hampshire or waste the best years of their lives trooping around Appanoose County, Iowa, should be without this book. If Ross Perot had read this book, well, never mind . . .”

—STEVE DALEY, former political reporter
 for the Chicago Tribune and notable
 Washington political consultant




 “All current and future Presidential aspirants: Put Iris Burnett on speed-dial! Her unvarnished and practical advice stands out in a field dominated by poll-tested pablum. She’ll make you laugh all the way to the White House.”

—LINDA PEEK SCHACHT, Chair,
 Department of Political and Organizational
 Communication, Emerson College
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To our beloved spices: Maxine and David; our incredible

 children: Jordan, Seth, Joyce, Todd Alan, Scott, Lisa,

 and Wendy; and our amazing grandchildren: Zachary,

 Taylor, Nichole, Todd Jr., Noelle, and Hailey, whom we

 hope will learn how important it is to participate in the

 destiny of our nation by voting for a President ... and

 more importantly, all of whom passionately encouraged

 us never to be serious about anything—especially

 Presidential politics.






NOTE

The questions having to do with any issue area are not necessarily contained in any one specific chapter. It’s the way the bureaucracy works so just consider it preparation for your new job.
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INTRODUCTION

WHAT EXACTLY DOES the leader of five legislative branches, ten executive branches, twenty departments, ninety-five independent agencies, and the free world do at work everyday? More importantly, what should the President of the United States (hereafter referred to as POTUS, unless we forget to do so) know before she or he is elected? What do you know about the important issues the POTUS faces today? And by this we mean those critical problems and concerns you can’t avoid even if you only read the White House morning briefing memo. Or don’t watch television or read newspapers. Or only speak to the five people who’ll tell you what you want to hear. Or don’t listen to the Girl Scout who has managed to find her way into the Oval Office to sell cookies. The authors of this test, realizing the mental and physical limitations of the prospective POTUS, have designed a simple test to see if you (yes, you) are qualified to be the next President of the United States (see, told you we’d forget).

The questions are true/false, fill-in-the-blank, and multiple-choice. As this process may be too difficult for some test takers, we are allowing candidates one “lifeline” of their choice; whether it be a relative who may serve later as an intern or an intelligent friend you would consider for Chief of Staff. (The American people will feel better if they think someone in government is smart enough to actually know what they are doing.) There may also be trick questions. To avoid, any name-calling, finger-pointing, or nah nah ni nah nahs (remember, you will be working in Washington), the “trick” will be pointed out somewhere in the question. Finally, since you are trying to determine if you have what it takes to be the most powerful person in the world, you must use a pen. Using a pencil and attempting to change an answer will mean that you are incapable of real decision-making and will want to cater to a perceived majority view. (If you’re this type of test taker, we suggest you run for a Congressional seat instead.)

Some helpful hints we can offer the potential Presidential candidate before taking this test:



	Think before you write.

	Study obscure Internet sites.

	Quickly read through the Constitution.

	Get yourself a discarded copy of the US government’s “Plum Book.”

	Remember what John Arbuthnot, the renowned writer and physician, said sometime between 1667 and 1735, “All political parties die at last of swallowing their own lies.”




Once you’ve completed the test, the aspiring POTUS must submit the questionnaire to soyouthinkyoucanbepresident. com. Some-time in January of the year before you intend to run (or three to five years before—if you think there’ll be fundraising issues or plan to have a questionable relationship), you will receive your score. You can then tally your score with the score sheet we’ve provided. And no, we’re not going to make alternative career suggestions or give any information about how to find a good career counselor.

Before you begin the actual test, below is a surprise “just for fun” trivia section to see how mentally well rounded you are. Think of it as a warm-up for the more difficult sections to follow. If you don’t know the answer, leave it blank. We don’t deduct points for unanswered questions, just for incorrect answers (much like Washington). You will not need to find the answers, because once you are in office, you will have an intern to do that.

Before tackling the trivia section, make sure you know the following:



	
a. Your home or cell phone number and your legal voting address—just in case there is a question about where you will go into exile after the election.

	
b. How much money you are willing to borrow to get elected. (Will you put up all your worldly goods if necessary?)

	
c. Your party affiliation.

	
d. If there is anything in your past that’s so embarrassing you have to start making up a story as soon as you’ve completed this test.
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1. Who was the only President to order an IRS audit of his Vice-President?__________________________________



 2. Which President felt so insecure with the Secret Service that he hired his own security team?__________________



 3. Which President was referred to as “Taco Belle” by his staff?_________________________________________



 4. Which Presidential candidate, after being nominated by his party, declined to accept that nomination? _________



 5. Which Presidential candidate failed eleven times to win his party’s nomination?___________________________



 6. Which President filed an application with the Patent and Trademark Office to acquire the rights to the Presidential Seal?_________________________________________



 7. Name the only President to use a “stand-in” when visiting China. ____________________________________
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CHECK YOUR WORK AND MAKE SURE YOU DIDN′T
 MAKE A FOOL OF YOURSELF.



 TAKE A DEEP BREATH AND CONTINUE
 ON TO THE NEXT CHAPTER.
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INCREDIBLY PERSONAL HISTORY

(Yes, It Is Our Business)
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CHAPTER ONE

WHO AM I?” Every person asks this question at some point in his or her life. In Presidential politics, it is extremely important to know the answer to this question before other people (namely, gossip hungry Americans and slick politicians) make your mind up for you. Before they begin assuming things about you, you should know who (and what) you are and be able to stand your ground against . . . well, pretty much everyone. If you have a strong sense of yourself, you will be better equipped to deal with any rumors the media can dig up.

Regardless of the personal cost, don’t hesitate to answer the following questions honestly. The repercussions for even a little bitty lie (there will always be someone who knows that you fibbed) will forbid you from even discussing running for any office; including, but not limited to, President, Mayor, a Congressional seat, any school boards, or even green grocer (no sneers or snickers please, it’s an important place for community interaction).

Remember, anything you share about yourself quickly becomes public information and can have serious (or dreadfully silly) consequences. While you’re answering these intimate questions, think about some juicy, yet relatively harmless, tidbits about your life that you can divulge to the American public. Safe gossip is not like safe sex because one can still be fatal while the other is . . . well, never mind, they can both be fatal. Nevertheless, if it’s executed wisely, safe gossip reveals information that will not damage your image—or, more importantly, your chances to win—but still makes you appear to be an interesting person with some (colorful) substance.

The first thing Americans will want to know is whether you are a Democrat or a Republican. Not that it matters to us, but it might make a difference to your prospective constituents. For some people (those who from an early age were diehard liberals or staunchly held on to every penny with a tight fist) this may be an easy question to answer. But if you are still undecided, the following story may help you decide your party affiliation.


POTUS

Training Exercise #1

A Republican and a Democrat were walking down the street when they came across a homeless person. The Republican gave him his business card and told him to come to his office for a job. Then he took twenty dollars out of his pocket and gave it to the homeless person. The Democrat was very impressed, and when they came across another homeless person, he gave him directions to the welfare office. He then reached into the Republican’s pocket and gave him fifty dollars.



Now, have you made a decision?

[image: e9781602392021_i0009.jpg] 1. Who was our wealthiest President?________________



 2. Who was our poorest President?__________________



 3. How many weeks of paid vacation is the President authorized to have?________________________________



 4. How many Presidents have filed for divorce while still in office?______________________________________



 5. Which President legally changed his name twice while in office?______________________________________



 6. Which President was sued for nonsupport of an illegitimate child?____________________________________



 7. Which President was treated for prescription drug abuse while still in office?______________________________



 8. Which President wrote his memoirs using a pseudonym? ________________________________________



 9. Which President revoked the statute that required each President to be evaluated annually by the Human Reliability Program staff at Walter Reed Hospital? ____________



 10. Which President won an Olympic gold medal? _____



 11. How many Presidents have been cremated?________



 12. How many Presidents have been buried at sea? _____



 13. Which President uttered the famous phrase, “I never met an ex-President I ever liked?”___________________



 14. If you think you are a Democrat, which of the following statements best describes your political philosophy?



	❏a. You expect to retire and actually receive money from the US government.

	❏b. You believe personal injury lawyers when they say they make most of their money defending people who can’t defend themselves.

	❏c. You think that supply-side economics refers to your dope dealer’s stash.

	❏d. You are happy that Icelandic fishermen use harpoons, instead of guns, to capture whales.





 15. If you think you are a Republican, which of the following statements best describes your political philosophy?



	❏a. You think Jefferson Airplane is a new discount airline.

	❏b. You feel that the government should be allowed to pass “moral” laws such as those banning gay marriages or censoring the Internet.

	❏c. You believe that donations to the Defense Department are like contributions to the USO and should be tax-deductible.

	❏d. You explained to your child that Oscar the Grouch chooses to live in a garbage can because he doesn’t want to find a job or contribute to the good of mankind.





 16. What is the Democratic Party’s major platform issue? Choose only one.



	❏a. Self-medication for all veterans.

	❏b. International worker exchange program.

	❏c. Our homeless.

	❏d. Immigrants.





 17. What is the Republican Party’s major platform issue? Choose only one.



	❏a. Oil well platform.

	❏b. Drilling oil platform.

	❏c. Offshore oil platform.

	❏d. Americanizing oil wells in Middle Eastern countries platform.





 18. A recently released anecdotal survey confirmed that 80 percent of Democrats stay up after the 11:00 news, while 90 percent of Republicans go to bed at 9:00, right after reruns of Law & Order: SVU. Which of the following choices best explains why?



	❏a. Watching the 11:00 news is better than watching reruns of JAG.


	❏b. The Law & Order doink-doink is inspirational and demonstrates thinking out of the box.

	❏c. Mom and Dad thought it was a reasonable hour (and they always know best).

	❏d. Going to bed at 11:00 demonstrates the “you have no power here” rebellion against parental authority.





 19. When did you decide you wanted to be the President of the United States?



	❏a. Your fellow classmates elected you to a high school office and you went from a boring geek to an influential stud.

	❏b. After college, when your parents told you to find something to do or take some education classes to fall back on.

	❏c. During the ride to your senior prom, you realized staying in the comfort of your limo was preferable to joining the masses outside.

	❏d. After you saw History of the World: Part I, you realized that being President was the closest you could come to being king.





 20. If you’re standing on the corner of Connecticut Avenue and K Street, which way would you walk to get to your office?



	❏a. North, toward the lobbyists who can help you with some issue, that is of relative unimportance (except to their clients, who may donate to your next campaign).

	❏b. South, toward the Lincoln Memorial to find inspiration before you make any world-changing decisions.

	❏c. West, toward the State Department, where you can find a million different ways to say nothing about everything.

	❏d. East, toward Dulles airport (taking the circuitous route) where you could board a plane and be anywhere else for the next four years.





 21. Do you think people in Congress are worth more than $1,500 per year? (This was the salary that Congressmen made in the 1800s.) _____________________________



 22. Do you think they should be paid only for the days they participate in votes or Congressional business? (This does not include fundraising activities for themselves or for their pals.) ____________________________________



 23. If you had a choice about how much money you could take home before taxes, which of the following would you choose to receive? (This could be a trick question.)



	❏a. $175,700—The highest salary of a government employee.

	❏b. $400,000—The present salary of the President of the United States. (Plus the many perks the President enjoys.)

	❏c. $175,600—The highest salary of a Congressperson.

	❏d. $203,000—The salary of a Congressional leadership member. Plus the cost of living increases, political action committee earnings (which they can use), and all the free gifts and services they receive but can deny later on—if they are careful about accounting, e-mails, and trusted employees. (This is quite a leap from the early days when, during the Constitutional Convention, Benjamin Franklin suggested they go without pay. You can imagine the uproar that caused.)



For extra credit, with a promise never to disclose your answer:



 24. Do you currently pay your taxes—without using a system of creative accounting or hiring an accountant who gets paid to be creative? (This may be part of the trick.)_______



 25. If you have to pay taxes, which of the following will you still be able to afford to pay?



	❏a. Your heat, electric, and grocery bills in that big house at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.

	❏b. Dinner and a movie with old friends. (And by this, we don’t mean a night in your personal screening room catered by the White House Mess.)

	❏c. A trip to some exotic location without using Air Force One. (Or taxpayer money for the hotel, food, and a good massage.)



Yes, that was a trick question! You know damn well that as President you can do whatever you want at the expense of your industrious taxpayers. And if you’re smart (or perhaps, just plain lucky), you can live on the perks and put off buying anything on your own for eight years.



 26. If you don’t pay taxes, you’ll use this financial windfall to:



	❏a. Help the poor, the infirmed, and the needy.

	❏b. Take lengthy vacations to remote places the news media can’t find.

	❏c. Learn a skill to fall back on after you leave office. (FYI . . . screwing up traffic whenever you go and making decisions that will affect the country for years after you’re gone are not actually skills.)

	❏d. Make the Treasury build a guest home for your friends.





 27. If you are a Democrat, please look at the following list and choose five taxes you think should be increased in order to help the economy. If you are a Republican, look at the same list and determine the five taxes that should be cut in order to help the economy:



	❏a. Accounts Receivable Tax.

	❏b. Building Permit Tax.

	❏c. Capital Gains Tax.

	❏d. CDL License Tax.

	❏e. Cigarette Tax.

	❏f. Corporate Income Tax.

	❏g. Court Fines.

	❏h. Dog License Tax.

	❏i. Federal Income Tax.

	❏j. Federal Unemployment Tax.

	❏k. Fishing License Tax.

	❏l. Food License Tax.

	❏m. Fuel Permit Tax.

	❏n. Gasoline Tax.

	❏o. Hunting License Tax.

	❏p. Inheritance Tax Interest Expense.

	❏q. Inventory Tax.

	❏r. IRS Interest Charges.

	❏s. IRS Penalties.

	❏t. Liquor Tax.

	❏u. Local Income Tax.

	❏v. Luxury Taxes.

	❏w. Marriage License Tax.

	❏x. Medicare Tax.

	❏y. Property Tax.

	❏z. Real Estate Tax.

	❏aa. Recreational Vehicle Tax.

	❏bb. Road Toll Booth Taxes.

	❏cc. Road Usage Taxes.

	❏dd. Sales Taxes.

	❏ee. School Tax.

	❏ff. Septic Permit Tax.

	❏gg. Service Charge Taxes.

	❏hh. Social Security Tax.

	❏ii. State Income Tax.

	❏jj. State Unemployment Tax.

	❏kk. Telephone Federal Excise Tax.

	❏ll. Telephone Federal, State, and Local Surcharge Taxes.

	❏mm. Telephone Federal Universal Service Fee Tax.

	❏nn. Telephone Minimum Usage Surcharge Tax.

	❏oo. Telephone Recurring and Nonrecurring Charges Tax.

	❏pp. Telephone State and Local Tax.

	❏qq. Telephone Usage Charge Tax.

	❏rr. Toll Bridge Taxes.

	❏ss. Toll Tunnel Taxes.

	❏tt. Traffic Fines.

	❏uu. Trailer Registration Tax.

	❏vv. Utility Taxes.

	❏ww. Vehicle License Registration Tax.

	❏xx. Vehicle Sales Tax.

	❏yy. Watercraft Registration Tax.

	❏zz. Well Permit Tax.

	❏aaa. Workers Compensation Tax.




NOTE

That was an awfully long set of answers for such a short question but remember these long-winded answers to simple questions may very well mirror what your morning Presidential briefings will be like.





 28. You are aware that there are many hidden perks that come with the office of President. The one most attractive to you is . . .



	❏a. You’ve always wanted to ride in a limousine with TV and free phone service.

	❏b. You’ve always wanted to throw out the first pitch at a ballgame.

	❏c. You really like the idea of being surrounded by at least six macho men who have guns, wear sunglasses, and say yes sir/madam to whatever question you want confirmed.




POTUS

Training Exercise #2

Most folks are dying to get a glimpse inside of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, whether to innocently nose around the President’s personal quarters or to not-so-innocently survey the area. While security measures protect the POTUS from star-struck tourists and angry citizens, they hardly insure the big chief’s safety. Everyone knows that if someone is desperate enough to kill the President, they will somehow find a way to do it. (Although this is only spoken about in speculative, and usually veiled, conversation.) However, an assassination attempt would probably not occur at the White House, where there are armed helicopters circling around every ten minutes, sharp shooters on the roofs of all surrounding buildings, street cops dotting the perimeter, and those horrible “do not back up spikes in the drive-thru. The White House is no longer accessible to the public and now even the streets directly surrounding it have been closed. But do you realy want to assume that you are But do you really want to assume that you are safe within the White House walls?



Security is something to enjoy, not to fret about. Think about it. You get to shop unencumbered by other buyers. You get to close airports if you are late or simply not in the mood to fly. You can scare the hell out of unsuspecting drivers as your motorcade forces them off the road. And you can inconvenience millions of people by tying up traffic in big cities even during rush hour. These are some of your perks. Besides, you are going be a great President—well prepared, honest to a fault, everyone’s friend and ally. No one will ever want to hurt you. But we digress. What is important to know is that 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue is no longer an oasis in the center of the city. It is more like the “Little House on the Prairie.”
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