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THE DICTATORS

“Good introductory material … will stimulate teenage interest.”

—School Library Journal

“As a crash course in fundamentals, it has its distinct virtues, and it gives a net impression of the absolute hell this century has been through. The author has a wonderfully simple point of view: dictators who died poor are better than dictators who died rich.”

—The New York Times Book Review
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To Dane Archer in the hope that his knowledge of psychology and anthropology, from his studies as an exchange student in post-Hitler Germany and now in his final year at Yale, will support his father’s findings about dictatorship.


FOREWORD

The word “dictator” conjures up images of angry little men with bad facial hair, but the Adolf Hitler-type isn’t the only definition. In fact, defining dictators is where it gets tricky.

In his first chapter, Archer does so with a story—a fictionalized tyrant’s rise and fall. Taken from the real lives of his eighteen dictators, the mashup could read like a blueprint: How to Live (and Die) Like a Dictator.

Step One: Be born a peasant.

Step Two: Tell the masses you’re saving them from something worse (their predecessor, a horrible future, other power-hungry nations, etc.).

Step Three: Get a cool nickname. Generalissimo, Il Duce, or Big Boy all work.

Step Four: Organize your muscle to better terrorize the masses once they’ve bought what you’re selling. You’ll also need a tight inner circle of lackeys to do your bidding.

Step Five: When in doubt, start a war. If people are focused on an outside enemy, they won’t see that your domestically-challenged dictatorship really isn’t putting food on the table.

This should buy you at least a few years, maybe even decades-worth of power in order for you to secretly squirrel away a fortune to buy a private island where you will flee (if you’re lucky) after your inevitable fall. Sorry.

These guidelines may make it seem like all dictators are created equal, but they aren’t. Not all dictators are terrible people, bent on world domination. While dictators of the Right align themselves with the military and the ruling classes, often to prevent social unrest and revolution, dictators of the Left align themselves with the struggle of the oppressed classes. Sick of the awful standard of living in their countries, these dictators rise to power on grandiose ideas of the redistribution of wealth and creating a better world for all.

Regardless of their leanings, the lives Archer recounts here are hard to read at times. Collectively, these dictators oppressed and killed hundreds of millions of people to keep their power, and their brutality, like that of Mao or Stalin, was legendary. In hard times, people support crazy when nothing else is working.

Adolf Hitler is the classic example. Germany was full of intelligent, hardworking men and women, and getting a German education was an ivy-covered privilege. After WWI, however, war reparations and hard times forced the German people to look elsewhere for their bread and Wiener Schnitzels. Hitler promised a return to glory days. From there, it was one tiny step after another to crazy dictator for life.

Dictators thrust themselves into power by promising good times for all. Some even succeeded—to an extent. Fidel Castro was tall, dark, and handsome. Even Archer sort of liked him, calling Castro a “genuine hero uncorrupted by greed for riches or triumph.” Castro did overthrow the previous dictator, Fulgencio Batista, and he did make life better for many Cubans. But that doesn’t mean Castro wouldn’t also throw you in front of a firing squad for his ideals.

Archer sees the ambiguity of such figures and presents both sides. But he clearly appreciates some dictators more than others. Take Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia for example. Archer holds him up as a standard bearer for the “enlightened” or “benevolent” dictator. Only problem, Tito wasn’t dead yet. He died in 1980, a little over a decade after Archer wrote about him.

That’s the danger in writing about still-living dictators. Their legacies aren’t set. By today’s standards, Tito’s legacy is mixed, at best. In 2011, Slovenian courts ruled that streets named after Tito were unconstitutional because it had been found that Tito had severely limited human rights in his quest to unite the Balkans. That’s not to mention the fact that after his death, the Balkans fell to horrible wars for over a decade. The backlash against Archer’s “war hero” had begun.

While Archer plays some favorites, he doesn’t hide from the dictators’ bad sides. He freely admits that even with good intentions, their methods could be brutal. In some of these dictators’ countries, it wasn’t until the 21st century that people were able to step back and recognize the suffering amidst the saving. And feelings are still mixed, because it’s complicated and complex to love or hate a person who both modernized their countries and suppressed millions. In Turkey, Atatürk stepped out of the ruins of the Ottoman Empire and took his people with him into the modern world. Of course, he also took out anyone who didn’t like his methods or his madness. See? Complex.

For the sake of completeness and readability, I’ve seamlessly updated the fates of every dictator still alive when this book was first published in 1967 into Archer’s original text. To give you some idea of the times Archer was writing in, I’ll tell you that the only corpses were Vladimir Lenin, Josip Stalin, Benito Mussolini, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, and Adolf Hitler.

Perhaps even crazier than that, in the 70s and 80s, Third World countries had a rotating door of uprising and revolutions. One came in while another went out. The dictator roll call read like a who’s who of genocide. Archer didn’t get to talk about Pol Pot’s Cambodian genocide, the “Butcher of Uganda” Idi Amin, or Libya’s eccentric Muammar Gaddafi, because all those atrocities were in his future.

We’d like to think our world is radically different from half a century ago—dictators are of his present, not ours. Unfortunately, that isn’t true. As long as there is poverty and inequality, there will be dictators. And if Archer teaches us anything in this book, he teaches us how easily one comes to power under the guise of a savior.


TIMETABLE: THE RISE AND FALL OF A DICTATOR

August 29,1934. Josip Fralini is born in a mud hut in Bulvakia. His parents are half-breed peasants in a country where the people are wretchedly poor. Bulvakia is ruled by a corrupt Parliament of aristocrats under King Alfredo IV.

January 14, 1950. Extremely bright, Josip wins a scholarship to study for the priesthood in the Bulvakian Orthodox Church. Reading Marxist books in secret, however, turns him against the church. At nineteen he leaves the monastery to take a law clerk’s job at beggarly pay.

August 7, 1958. He becomes the student and disciple of Alexander Lenovar, a great liberal lawyer and crusader for social reform. The corrupt royalist regime tolerates Lenovar’s criticism as simply token opposition.

May 1, 1962. May Day. Encouraged by Lenovar, Fralini leads a demonstration against the government. The King’s troops attack the crowd. One hundred twelve persons are killed. Fralini is arrested and flung into jail.

June 4. A small group of admirers bribes a guard and helps Fralini escape to Karteg, center of the peasant protest movement. He organizes his followers into an armed band.

July 10. With their ranks swelled by recruits, Fralini leads them in raids on large feudal estates. They seize arms, kill aristocrats, and dynamite some mansions.

July 21. Bulvakian Army forces, led by General Misha La Grande, surround Karteg at midnight. Trapped, Fralini and his aides are arrested and jailed again.

September 16. Accused of leading the dynamite raids of July, Fralini cries to a crowded courtroom, “I not only admit it—I am proud of it! My followers and I will never stop fighting until Bulvakia is free of tyranny!”

September 19. He is exiled from Bulvakia. He escapes the death sentence only because the government fears making a martyr of him and inflaming popular discontent.

October 30. Alexander Lenovar feels the time is ripe for a liberal opposition movement. He begins to build the Bulvakian People’s Party in secret.

March 4, 1963. Disguised by a beard, Fralini steals back into Bulvakia with a forged passport and a new name—Casmir. He joins Lenovar, who needs funds for the Party.

April 11. Casmir leaves for the south of Bulvakia with a small band of “men of action” like himself, to begin a series of daring bank and mail-train robberies.

October 2. With plenty of money on hand, Casmir begins building a strong Party organization in southern Bulvakia.

November 10. On signal from Lenovar, he leads a peasant uprising against some big plantations. The landowners are driven out of the province.

January 19, 1964. Casmir divides up the land among the peasants and sets up village cooperatives.

February 3. Fearing full-scale revolution, the King’s ministers advise an old trick—uniting the country behind the government by warning of a threat of invasion from tiny Pogary to the west. Propaganda broadcasts begin.

March 8. Bulvakian forces are mobilized for war.

March 19. In the Party’s paper, The People’s Voice, Lenovar denounces the government for trying to drag the Bulvakian people into an imperialist war of aggression.

May 21. Lenovar and Casmir clash violently over tactics. Casmir wants to call for a week of uprisings to stop war preparations. Lenovar refuses, afraid this would give Parliament a pretext for using the Army to crush the Bulvakian People’s Party and censor The People’s Voice. Reports seep out that the two men are not speaking to each other.

August 7. Casmir is expelled from the Party.

November 16. A new paper appears, The Bulvakian Masses. It calls upon the nation’s workers to support a war on Pogary, pointing out that revolution thrives in wartime. Publisher and editor of the new paper is Casmir.

November 25. Lenovar denounces him as a traitor to the working-class movement, and accuses him of having made a deal with the government. Where, otherwise, did Casmir suddenly get the money to publish an expensive new paper?

January 1, 1965. Casmir leads a mass pro-war demonstration to the steps of Parliament.

January 2. The Bulvakian Parliament votes unanimously to declare war on Pogary. The King signs a proclamation.

May 12. Casmir volunteers for the infantry.

July 18. Wounded, saving two soldiers under fire, he is decorated for bravery. Accepts promotion to corporal, but refuses officer’s commission. “I came from the common people,” his paper quotes him as saying, “and I shall always stay one of them—in war and in peace!”

October 3. Pogary sues for peace.

December 8. Casmir returns to edit his paper.

February 12,1966. Bulvakian People’s Party directs a nationwide demonstration against the government. There is postwar chaos—no jobs, a scarcity of food, inflation, a housing shortage. New thousands join the Party.

March 2. A delegation of aristocrats, rich manufacturers, and land barons calls on Casmir in secret. They offer to pay for and equip a private army of veterans, with Casmir as their general, if he will crush the Bulvakian People’s Party. His reward: a seat in Parliament.

June 20. Lenovar directs an uprising against the King.

June 21. Huge crowds take over public buildings in the name of the new Republic of Bulvakia. The Army is torn by indecision. Some troops go over to the people, some fight them. Civil war rages for almost a week.

June 28. Casmir double-crosses his backers by offering Lenovar the support of eight thousand troops he controls, in exchange for appointment as second in Party command. Lenovar agrees.

June 30. The revolution triumphs. The King flees abroad.

July 1. Parliament dissolves. Lenovar fills its empty seats with members of the Party.

July 2. Huge victory celebrations all over Bulvakia.

July 26. In a lightning move, Casmir suddenly ousts Lenovar from leadership of the Republic, placing him under arrest for treason. The charge against Lenovar is “fostering a cult of personality”—seeking personal power.

July 28. After a carefully arranged demonstration on his behalf, Casmir appears in Parliament. Stooges hail him as “Casmir the Incorruptible.” He promises the new Republic shall become “a great paradise for Bulvakian workers, peasants, and patriots.” Members are compelled to rise and swear an oath to defend the life of their new leader.

August 13. In a surprise move, Lenovar’s supporters in Parliament propose and win a vote for national elections.

August 14. Casmir dissolves Parliament as “a nest of traitors,” and has all the doors bolted shut.

August 20. Lenovar is given a secret trial and sent into exile. There is a tacit understanding among Bulvakian revolutionary leaders that the penalty for losing a struggle for power should be exile, rather than execution.

September 1. The nation’s controlled press begins a chorus of praise for “Casmirism”—the new movement which is going to “rebuild Bulvakian society.”

September 10. Casmir ousts General La Grande, taking over control of the Army as Generalissimo. Some high officers opposed to him are exiled. Those he needs are bribed with opportunities for graft and plunder. To purchase the loyalty of the troops, he raises the Army’s pay.

October 1. His first Five-Year Plan begins. To change Bulvakia from an agrarian to an industrial nation, he asks the people to work long hours for low pay. Their patriotic sacrifice will build the factories and heavy machinery the nation needs. Casmir promises they will be rewarded by a better life in just a few years.

October 10. He puts every corporation, labor union, and municipal and social organization under his control. Companies to which he awards government contracts pay him “executive dividends,” deposited for him in bank accounts overseas.

November 3. Begins nationwide program of building roads, dredging harbors, digging irrigation ditches. Issues strict orders that all trains must run exactly on time. New public buildings, stadiums, and statues are built in the capital. When the State Treasurer complains that the government has no money left, Casmir snaps, “Print more!”

November 21. New posters everywhere educate the people in “the new culture of Casmirism.” They must wear shoes in public. All streets must be kept clean. Fingernails must not be dirty. “Bulvakians—be worthy of the Generalissimo!”

December 3. General La Grande leads a desperate counterrevolution with a small force. He is swiftly defeated.

December 7. La Grande is reported a “suicide” in jail.

January 15, 1967. “Night of the Long Knives.” Forty Party officials are murdered in their beds after midnight, as Casmir purges all he suspects of unreliable loyalty, or as dangerous rivals for power.

March 6. He forms the Casmirist Youth Corps. Black-uniformed youths of ten to sixteen are to be given knives, taught Party slogans, used to break strikes. Medals will reward those who report parents for “unpatriotic” remarks. Corps motto: “Believe, Obey, Fight—for the Generalissimo!”

May 7. First elections of the Republic. Voters have a choice of voting for or against Casmir as President. There are no other candidates. He wins a “sweeping victory.”

June 10. Denied loans from abroad, Bulvakia’s shaky economy begins to collapse. Banks and businesses shut down; workers are thrown out of jobs; food piles up unmarketed and unsold. Spontaneous riots break out in the cities.

June 20. Casmir broadcasts a thundering accusation against “the real cause of Bulvakia’s troubles—the traitorous Jens of the world, who hate us and want to see us starve to death!” He orders a pogrom against Bulvakia’s Jens.

June 21. Jens are stoned, tortured, and burned alive.

June 30. Casmir gives the people another scapegoat—the Lenovariks. “Any worker who talks against the government, or against the President-Generalissimo—he is a Lenovarik traitor!” Secret police make thousands of arrests.

August 1. Casmir wins a fifteen-million-dollar loan from the great Federal States by convincing them Bulvakia is in danger of being overthrown by Chipanese revolutionaries operating in Bulvakia. There are exactly seven Chipanese in all Bulvakia, but the Federal States doesn’t know that.

August 8. By instigating worker riots, Casmir takes over and nationalizes eighty million dollars’ worth of foreign-owned factories. He sells some secretly to Bulvakian tycoons.

September 20. Treasury full once more, Casmir orders government stores to sell black bread and rice wine at low prices to peasants and workers to allay unrest.

September 27. Nations whose investments have been confiscated stop trading with Bulvakia.

October 18. To convince the people all is well, Casmir puts on great public spectacles. Huge crowds flock to see these shows and circuses. Often the pressure of the crowd is so great that people are crushed to death.

December 23. Casmir elevates Bulvakian Orthodox Church to position of a state religion; all other religions are forbidden. The High Patriarch calls Casmir “a great patriot and a devout servant of the Lord.”

December 27. Treasurer warns economic boycott is bankrupting Bulvakia. Factories shutting down; unemployment spreading; farmers with unsold crops forming angry mobs.

January 31, 1968. Civil war breaks out in neighboring Gerfrancia.

February 8. Casmir declares war on northern Gerfrancia, hoping war will avert a domestic crisis, and a wartime economy will provide jobs. He also hopes for victor’s spoils.

February 10. High Patriarch blesses his “holy crusade.”

February 21. Lenovar returns secretly from exile.

March 26. Draftees revolt against being sent to intervene in Gerfrancia’s civil war. Some officers shot.

April 5. Anti-war demonstrations break out all over Bulvakia, led by supporters of Lenovar.

April 12. Troops and workers join in a mass attack on government buildings. Their revolution succeeds.

May 4. Casmir flees the country in disguise.

May 8. He arrives in Pogary, which has offered him asylum. He will live here in exile on the fortune banked for him while he was Generalissimo of Bulvakia, The fortune is estimated at between eight and fifteen million dollars.

If the story of the rise and fall of the dictator Casmir has a strangely familiar ring, there is a reason.

It is made up of actual events which took place in the lives of eighteen different dictators. Only names of people and places, and a few minor details, have been changed.

Casmir is the prototype of all the dictators, past and present, profiled in this book. Despite their individual differences, they share many basic similarities in the way they come to power, hold power, and topple from power.

Their lives are important to us because they have, to a large extent, shaped much of the world we live in, and will continue to do so for generations to come. Since we will have to share the earth with them during our lifetime, we had better understand as much about them as we can.

The peace of the world depends upon it.


1

The Nature of a Dictator

What is a dictator? In simplest terms, he is a ruler who seeks and gets absolute powers of government, usually without regard to the expressed wishes of the people. He may come to power legally, then hold on to it by force; or he may seize power illegally. He differs from an absolute monarch basically in that he has no hereditary claim to rule, no recognition on that score by the nobility or the people, and no traditions of responsibility to his subjects.

Why is he permitted to get so much power? Often the people have no choice, if he takes command at the head of an army. Sometimes they are ignorant of his intentions, or indifferent to national politics. In many cases their lives are so miserable that they are willing to surrender their liberties to a “strong man” in the desperate hope that he has easy solutions to their difficult problems.

New and faster communications in the twentieth century have inadvertently produced a rise in dictatorships. In a shrinking world, people of “have-not” nations have become aware of the high standard of living enjoyed by people in the “have” nations. This has led to growing frustration and unrest. In some underdeveloped countries, local revolutionists have fought for and won dictatorial powers to industrialize the backward economies of their nations by regimentation. These are the dictators of the Left, dedicated to a classless society in which all share the wealth equally.

In other underdeveloped countries, frightened ruling classes have sought to prevent revolution and loss of their power by using dictators to control popular unrest through fear, terror, and deception. These are dictators of the Right, dedicated to regimentation on behalf of a class society.

As long ago as 1830, Alexis de Tocqueville, the celebrated French jurist, predicted that one day the world would be divided into two camps—one in which people were ruled by tyranny, the other in which they were governed by their consent. By the mid-1960s, more than half the people on earth did not live under a democracy as we understand it.

Of the world’s 3.2 billion people at the time, about forty per cent were in democracies similar to the United States. Another forty per cent lived under totalitarian rule; and twenty per cent belonged to countries that were mixtures of democracy and dictatorship.

The word “dictator” comes from the Latin dictare: to say. This term for “the man who has the say” was used for the first time in 501 B.C, when the two consuls who jointly governed the Roman Republic found it necessary to be absent from Rome at the same time to lead armies in the field. They appointed a deputy to govern with sole power in their name: a dictator.

Later, a dictator was also appointed in times of great emergency, as when Rome was faced with civil war. As a warning to the people, the dictator would be preceded through the streets by aediles, or magistrates, bearing ceremonial axes as symbols of his power. In time of war, he would lead the armies and decide all civil matters pertaining to the war.

“When there were two consuls sharing power equally,” the Roman historian Livy tells us, “it had been possible to appeal from one to the other; but from a dictator there was no appeal, and no help anywhere but in implicit obedience.” With a dictator, too, no valuable time would be lost during national emergencies because of two consuls squabbling over decisions.

The role of the dictator became one of supreme administrator, judge, and general, with power of life and death over all. But the Romans were well aware of the corrupting influence of power. They refused to allow any dictator to hold office for longer than six months. This law was defied in the final years of the Republic. The world’s first dictator to hold power illegally was Sulla, who stretched his dictatorship from 82 to 79 B.C. and murdered all his enemies.

The first real dictator in the modern sense was Julius Caesar, who, in 45 B.C., made himself dictator for life. A great general who conquered all of Gaul (France), he won popular acclaim by staging public banquets and spectacles for the people of Rome, and seized power in the civil war against Pompey. During his four-year rule he was a benevolent dictator, giving Roman citizenship and self-government to conquered peoples, reducing taxes, and making jobs for the poor through a public-works program. He was stabbed to death in the Roman Senate by twenty-three conspirators opposed to dictatorship.

England became something of a dictatorship for the first and only time under Oliver Cromwell (1599–1658), the Puritan soldier who built an army for Parliament to overthrow the Royalist forces of King Charles I. In 1653 Cromwell drove Parliament into the street, locked the doors behind them, and had himself declared “Lord Protector” of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, with all power in his own hands. After his death England returned to monarchial rule.

The first great Left-wing dictatorship took place in France during 1793 and 1794, the period known as the Reign of Terror. Maximilien Robespierre, considered an incorruptible patriot by the French people, dominated the Committee of Public Safety that sent thousands of victims to the guillotine as enemies of the French Revolution. But before Robespierre could remodel France along the idealistic ideas of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, he was denounced as a bloody tyrant and guillotined on July 28, 1794.

The chaos of the French Revolution led to a different kind of dictatorship under Napoléon Bonaparte (1769–1821), who had risen to fame as a twenty-six-year-old general. Assuming power as First Consul of a triumvirate, he quickly made himself sole master of France. In 1804, he had himself crowned emperor and sought to conquer all Europe. Defeated in 1812 by the Russians, and three years later by the British at Waterloo, he died as a prisoner in exile at St. Helena.

On the American continent, dictatorship first came to full flower in 1877, in Mexico. The half-breed general of a huge guerrilla army, Porfirio Diaz (1830–1915), seized power and established a thirty-year dictatorship. He welcomed foreign investments to develop his feudal nation, giving Mexico railroads, industries, and foreign trade. Chief beneficiaries, however, were his friends and the ruling classes. Peasants who resisted cruel overlords were sold as slaves, tortured, and shot. In 1911, a revolutionary uprising led by Francisco Madero forced Diaz to flee to Paris, where he died in exile.

Dictators as we know them in the twentieth century are usually divided between military figures who took power at the head of an army and political demagogues who schemed their way to absolute control of a country.

Franco of Spain, a soldier all his life, a general at thirty-two, is a classic example of the military dictator. During the Spanish civil war he led an insurgent army which, with military aid from Germany and Italy, overthrew the legally elected and democratic Spanish Republic.

Duvalier of Haiti typifies the political dictator. A former country doctor, he won election by appeals to prejudice and hate, mixed with extravagant promises. Once elected, Duvalier declared a state of siege, voted himself emergency powers, and suspended all constitutional guarantees. Finally he declared himself “President for Life.”

Although the rulers of most countries of Eastern Europe were dictators, they were largely puppets rather than strong men. Put in power by the Soviet Union following World War II, they ruled largely according to Moscow’s wishes, at least until the death of Stalin in 1953.

There are great individual differences among dictators and the types of dictatorship they impose.

Perón of Argentina, for example, flattered the masses and promised them meat at six cents a pound. But Mussolini of Italy shouted contemptuously at Italian crowds, “I say to you that you are dirty! You must arise and cleanse yourselves! You are ignorant. Therefore be willing to learn!”

Salazar of Portugal was a brilliant college professor at the University of Coimbra. Hitler of Germany was a megalomaniacal painter who spouted incoherent racist theories.

Duvalier of Haiti was a frightened miser, hiding in his palace with a carbine on his lap, keys to his treasury strung around his neck. Castro of Cuba was contemptuous of personal wealth, and moved freely and fearlessly among his people for years.

Tito was an atheist. Franco was devout.

Sukarno of Indonesia was an exuberant, laughing little man who loved to dance and tell jokes. Chiang Kai-shek of the Republic of China was cold, grim, and pompous.

There are great differences, too, in the dictators who succeed each other within the same nation. Lenin of Russia was an intelligent, educated lawyer, determined to free workers and peasants from centuries of oppression under the tsars. He was succeeded by Stalin, a cunning, unscrupulous tyrant who murdered millions of peasants for resisting his plan to collectivize Soviet farms. He was denounced by his successor, jovial, crude Khrushchev, who “de-Stalinized” the Soviet Union. Brezhnev and Kosygin, who ousted Khrushchev, were quiet, efficient “businessman” types.

Dictatorship thrived in feudal countries of Central and South America, and wherever the people are kept in ignorance and poverty by a small, rich aristocracy. The shocking contrast of poverty and wealth provokes bitterness and class hatred, a situation ripe for violent change, usually led by a resourceful, tough guerrilla leader like Fidel Castro.

People with a colonial tradition often accept dictatorship with melancholy indifference. Used to obeying oppressors, they expect no voice in the government that controls their lives. They accept it as normal that one strong man should stay in power until he is overthrown by another.

It was not until 1934, with the election of Cárdenas, that Mexicans experienced their first stable democratic government. Cárdenas taught them that they must expect and demand elections, instead of government by violence.

The dictator’s opportunity often comes in a period of great discontent and civil strife. The more wretched a people are, the more willingly they listen to and believe a demagogue who tells them what they want to hear. After World War I, jobless, hungry, bitter Italians flocked to Mussolini’s banner of Fascism when he promised them full employment, good wages, new homes and schools, and an Italy restored to the grandeur of ancient Rome.

Fascist dictators like Mussolini, Hitler, and Franco were supported in their bids for power by the ruling classes of their nations, who, alarmed by the specter of revolution, sought a dictator to pacify and control the people for them.

Most dictators try to disguise a naked grab for power as a crusade for a noble cause. Hitler convinced the German people he was saving them from “a conspiracy of world Jewry.” Cromwell told the English he was saving them from a tyrannical king—”an obstinate man whose heart God had hardened.” Franco swore to the Spanish he was saving them from an elected government that had been “captured by Communists.”

The Fascist dictator usually rules personally, exalted as “Der Füehrer,” “II Duce,” “El Jefe Político,” the “Generalissimo,” or “El Caudillo.” The Communist dictator tends to rule through a one-party bureaucracy that he firmly controls. In either case, no one doubts that the dictator is absolute boss.

Once he entrenches himself in power, the dictator uses naked fear to discourage any attempt to overthrow him. Duvalier had his own private militia, the Tonton Macoutes (Bogeymen), to terrorize the Haitian people into submission. Mussolini had his private army of Blackshirts; Hitler his Storm Troopers. The OGPU, Stalin’s secret police, murdered millions of Russians.

The dictator also stays in power by the tactic of “divide and conquer.” He keeps all factions of his nation embroiled against each other, so that they can’t combine forces and turn against him. By mastering this technique, Diaz was able to remain dictator of Mexico for thirty years.

The shrewd strong man also misses no opportunity to impress his people by defying the great powers. Nasser impressed the Egyptians by throwing the British out of Suez. Sukarno impressed the Indonesians by telling the mighty United States to take its foreign aid and get out of his country.

Declaring war on other countries is another favorite gambit. A people caught up in war have little chance to discover that a dictator’s domestic program is corrupt or worthless.

The skillful dictator knows just how far he can drive his people, how much sacrifice he can demand of them, to achieve his aims. Under Castro the Cuban people suffered a severe shortage of homes, shoes, food, and clothing. But the poor of Cuba trusted a dictator who cut cane alongside the field workers, and gave their children college scholarships.

Some dictators are benevolent tyrants. Strong man Kemal Atatürk was so unpopular with the Turkish people that constant attempts were made upon his life. Yet his reforms transformed Turkey from a medieval country to a modern nation.
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