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  Read this aloud to yourself. Really, no kiddin’. Go on:

  
    Knock, knock.

    Who’s there?

    I’m a pile up.

    I’m a pile up, who?

    So you’re a pile of poo, huh!

  

  If you laughed at this then you get my sense of humor.

  Ken Kelly and Kristen Kelly laughed at this. That’s how I knew we could work together teaching magic tricks to kids.

  My name is Julian Mather and I live in Australia. I teach magic on YouTube. Little did I know that on the other side of the world in England, twenty-three hours away by plane, Ken and Kristen were teaching magic online, too.

  One day, Ken sent me an email. And here’s the thing—I almost didn’t open it because I was too busy trying to find someone I trusted to team up with to teach magic tricks. Am I glad I opened that email! We quickly realized we like teaching the same sort of magic.

  That’s fun magic, that’s entertaining magic, that’s magic that makes people smile.

  If you like that sort of magic, then this book will delight you.

  I know great magic teachers when I see them. Ken and Kristen are the best around. Consider yourself one of the lucky ones if you are reading this now.

  REMEMBER THIS:

  With every trick you learn here, you need to add one extra little thing to your performance: a smile.

  Smiling will take your tricks to the next level.

  Get ready . . . but first, read this poem before you start learning your first magic trick:

  
    Smiling is infectious,

    You can catch it like the flu.

    Someone smiled at me today,

    And I started smiling too.

  

  —Julian Mather
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  THE REAL SECRET OF MAGICIANS

  The book you hold in your hands right now contains the biggest magic secret of all.

  If you are just discovering magic, then welcome! This book can change your life if you want it to. If you already do magic, then you are going to love the magic tricks you find in Abracadabra!.

  My name is Ken Kelly and I have been a professional magician for more than thirty years, making a living from the magic shows I perform. Writing this book has been a family project with Kristen, my daughter, who helped with the tricks, and Colette, Kristen’s mum, who took all the pictures.

  The illusions within these pages are not just silly tricks for kids. They are routines I have performed as a working magician. You will be learning magic tricks that will astonish your audience and, with a little practice, you will look like a superstar magician.

  All the magic tricks come with step-by-step instructions on how to make and perform the magic with nice photographs to make learning easy. Every trick has its own video that you can watch if you have access to the Internet. Either use the QR code with a smartphone or go to the web address and you will be taken to a video performance and explanation for each trick.

  Before I tell you the biggest magic secret of all, let me tell you why I wrote this book for you.

  I received a magic set when I was six years old. I remember showing my grandmother a trick that I had learned from the set and she was totally amazed. She wanted to know how I did it.

  I didn’t tell, because the first rule of magic is that a magician never reveals their secrets to the audience. I remember feeling rather special about that first trick because I realized that I could do something that other people couldn’t.

  I decided right there and then that I wanted to learn more magic, and I went to my local library to get books about magic. The more I learned about magic, the more my love for magic grew, and the more I performed. I found that magic gave me confidence—I was able to stand in front of large groups and speak with ease. At school everyone knew me as the magic man.

  When Kristen, my daughter, turned six years old, she decided she wanted to learn magic too, so I started looking around for good magic books for children. I found it difficult to find a good book all about magic tricks for kids, so Kristen and I decided to write our own. We hope you like it.

  THE BIGGEST MAGIC SECRET OF ALL:

  When you see magic and you don’t know how it works, it fills you with wonder and excitement. When you start learning how to do magic it can sometimes be a bit of a letdown when you learn how a trick is done. A magic trick that looked so amazing can suddenly become quite obvious once you know the secret.

  Many people think that magic is about learning secrets. It’s not. Anyone can learn secrets; that’s easy. The true secret of magic is being able to perform the magic trick for someone else. The true secret of magic is creating that wonder and amazement in others. For magic to be magic, there must be someone to perform it—and that’s where you come in.

  By reading this book, you are taking on the responsibility to learn the tricks and practice them so you can perform them well in front of an audience. There is a saying that there are three rules of magic: practice, practice, and practice. This is not true. The real three rules of magic are practice, practice, and perform, because without the performance, there is no magic.

  The true secret of magic is you, because without you doing the magic, this book simply becomes a list of secrets and that’s of no use to anyone.

  By sharing your magic, you will be giving a gift to others. That’s real magic.

  In turn, I am only able to share with you the gift of magic in this book because of the people who have given to me.

  Paul Málek, my magic teacher, shared his knowledge and wisdom with me over many decades. I am the magician I am today thanks to Paul. If it were not for him, I wouldn’t be a magician and this book would never have been written.

  Julian Mather from Julian’s Magician School on YouTube is a magician in Brisbane, Australia. Julian selflessly passed this book opportunity to Kristen and me to write. Without Julian sharing this opportunity, there would be no book in your hand now.

  Pat Flynn from smartpassiveincome.com is not a magician, but he loves magic and performs from time to time. Pat willingly shared his time and knowledge to help me create MagicTricksForKids.org, which in turn led to this book being written. Without Pat, this book would never have been.

  There are many others who have given and shared with me and made this book possible. To all of them, I say thank you.

  Let’s get on to learning some magic tricks that you can make and do!

  —Ken Kelly


  How to Watch [image: images]

  Each and every magic trick in this book comes with its own video that shows you how to perform the illusion. If you want to watch the videos, you will need to go on the Internet using a smartphone, tablet, laptop, or computer. It’s best to ask an adult for permission and help with this.

  On the first page of every trick in this book, there is a special website link and QR code that you can use to watch the video performance by Ken and Kristen Kelly.

  A QR code looks like a square-shaped squiggle of patterns. To make a QR code work, you need a smartphone or tablet that is connected to the Internet. You will also need to download a QR code reader app. QR code reader apps are free and you can find them on the app store that supports your mobile or tablet. Once the QR code reader app has been installed, you can use your mobile or tablet camera to scan the QR code on the page, and you will be taken directly to the website with the video.

  This book has been written in such a way that you do not need the video to be able to learn the tricks, so don’t worry if you’re unable to watch the video; you’re not missing anything.
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  Money and magic go hand-in-hand. Since you’re a magician, you don’t have just regular coins in your piggy bank—you have magic coins! In the Anti-Gravity Coin magic trick, you’ll learn exactly how to put your magic coins to work and wow the crowd.

  
    
      
        
        
      
      
        	
          Here’s a fun and helpful video tutorial for the Anti-Gravity Coin trick using this QR code.

          Or, visit the website: http://magictricksforkids.org/agc/

        
        	[image: images]
      

    

  

  EFFECT (WHAT THE AUDIENCE SEES):

  You have one coin hidden in each hand, and one coin balanced on each of your closed fists (that means each hand has two coins).

  Next, you try to catch the coins as they fall from the top of your fingers, but you “mess up” and both coins fall on the table. You ask an audience member to replace the coins back on your hand. However, magically and invisibly, you reveal that one coin has miraculously traveled from one hand to your other hand, where you now have three coins instead of two! Now, everyone will be wondering how you made that extra coin move from one hand to the other. Your answer? Magic!

  YOU WILL NEED:

  •   4 coins of the same size—about 1 inch in diameter

  •   A close-up magician’s mat or soft surface (a folded blanket will work as well)

  
    Tips:

    In this anti-gravity coin magic trick we used American dollars. British 50 pence coins work well or any coin with a diameter of about 1 inch.

    A close-up mat is a high density sponge that is about 5 mm thick and covered with a nonslip surface. It helps with the handling of the coins. It also absorbs sound and shocks so you won’t have coins jumping off the table.

    Close-up mats are easy to find on the Internet. Ask a parent to help you find it online.

    You can also use a folded blanket or any similar soft surface to start with.

  

  HOW THE TRICK IS PERFORMED:

  STEP 1
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  All you need is four shiny coins of the same value; if you have big coins, that’s even better. Show your audience the four coins.

  Your starting position: palms facing upwards, place one coin in the palm of each hand. Leave the other two coins on the mat.

  STEP 2
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  Close your hands over the coins as shown in the picture. Hold your closed fists palms up.

  STEP 3
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  Ask someone in your audience to place the two other coins on the mat on top of your fingers as shown in the picture—one coin balanced on top of each of your closed upturned fists.

  You now have one coin in each hand already, and one coin balanced on top of each of your closed fists. Thank your audience member and ask them to take a seat.

  STEP 4
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  Sneaky move: In a swift move, turn both your hands over so that the backs of your closed fists are now facing upwards. While doing this, pretend that you’re trying to catch the coins as they fall from the top of your fists, but instead let two coins from your left hand fall to the table while you quickly catch the other coin that was on top of your right hand in your right palm. The audience thinks that you have messed up and dropped the two coins that were on top of your fists, but in fact you now have two coins in your right hand and none in the left. This takes a bit of practice to get right.

  [image: images]

  STEP 5
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  Pretend that you messed up. Ask your assistant from the audience to place the two coins back on top of your closed fingers so you can try again.

  STEP 6
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  Quickly turn your hands over again, this time successfully catching the coins that fall from the top of your fingers.

  STEP 7
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  Moment of magic:

  After a few seconds, open your left hand, revealing to the audience that one coin has disappeared. Now, slowly open the right hand and show that you have three coins there—the missing coin has “jumped across” as if by magic!

  Bow as your audience applauds.

  
    Well done!

    You have made a coin magically jump from one hand to the other!

    Enjoy this really cool anti-gravity coin magic trick.

  


  Anti-Gravity Glass [image: images]

  [image: images]

  Have you ever tried to make a house of cards just to have it fall down flat? You won’t have to worry about spending hours making one now, when you can amaze your audience even more with the Anti-Gravity Glass magic trick! This is a trick that requires a deck of cards.

  
    
      
        
        
      
      
        	
          See the Anti-Gravity Glass trick performed in this video tutorial using this QR code.

          Or, visit the website: http://magictricksforkids.org/agg/

        
        	[image: images]
      

    

  

  EFFECT (WHAT THE AUDIENCE SEES):

  You—the magician—shuffle a deck of cards and ask an audience member to stop the shuffling and choose the top card from the deck. After showing the audience your card, you stand the card upright on a table and it will not fall!
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