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The author at age 10

 

Do you know the fairy tale about the person who learns to spin straw into gold? That’s what it feels like to turn plain old rocks into art! When I was younger, I liked to draw and practiced so much that I became pretty good at it, but the first time I painted a rock, I knew that I had found something really special. It feels almost like magic to take a rock and change it into a little house, a bunch of flowers or a cuddly teddy bear.

I have always loved writing, so I am very happy to have found a career that allows me to do my two most favorite things.

As you try painting your own rocks, I hope you’ll remember that part of the fun is seeing how much better your results will be with time and effort. Every rock can be a “stepping stone” that takes you farther along the path to becoming an artist yourself! So, keep rockin’!
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Special thanks to Erin Robertson for helping to paint many of these projects as well as providing lots of inspiration and advice. Erin is proof that you can be a real artist at any age!
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tips
for painting rocks
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A clean paintbrush is a happy paintbrush.
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Rocks are a great natural art material. They come in many different shapes and sizes. By adding details with paint, you can turn rocks into all kinds of amazing things. Pick up a rock and ask yourself what it looks like.

Not all rocks are good for painting. Some are too bumpy or rough, or they soak up paint like a sponge. Look for rocks that are smooth. Rocks that have been tumbled in water, such as in a river or creek, are the easiest to paint, but you can also use chunky rocks and pieces of fieldstone as long as the sides are not too rough. You can even paint pieces of broken concrete.

[image: image] Always scrub your rocks before you begin painting. Paint won’t stick to a dirty rock.

[image: image] You’ll need a paper plate, plastic lid or plastic artist’s palette for mixing your paint.

[image: image] Never let paint dry on your brushes. It turns them all stiff and yucky.

[image: image] Always rinse your brush between colors. Have paper towels handy for wiping your brush.

[image: image] Pour paint in little puddles, about the size of your thumbnail. Big puddles dry up before you can use them.

[image: image] Wear old clothes and push up your sleeves when you paint. If you get acrylic paint on your clothes, scrub it off with an old toothbrush, soap and plenty of water before it dries. Dried acrylic paint may never come out of fabric.

[image: image] Spread newspaper over your work area. You can wipe your brush and make test strokes on it. Also it will slow down a spill if you tip over your water.


Remember to rinse your brush after each color.
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And the most important thing to remember is

[image: image] You can’t ruin a rock! If you make a mistake, just wipe off the paint before it dries, or let it dry and then paint over it.
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brushes, paint
and more

Paint
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tempera paint

For the projects in this book, you’ll need a set of basic colors of acrylic paint. You can also decorate rocks with tempera paint, watercolors, paint pens, markers, gel pens, colored pencils, or nail polish.
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acrylic paint

If your painted rocks will be just for decoration indoors, the kind of paint you use doesn’t matter. If your rocks are going to be used outside or soaked in water, you should use outdoor acrylic paint, which is found at most craft stores. It stays on the rocks better than regular acrylic paint.
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outdoor acrylic paint

Paintbrushes
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You will need just three brushes:

• a wide flat brush like the two brushes on the far right

• a medium brush like the two in the middle

• a small, skinny brush like the green one

Other helpful things

• Cotton swabs for blending

• Pencil, marker, or white pencil for drawing the designs on the rocks

• Air-dry clay for rocks that tip over

• Dimensional paint for puffy lines or dots

• Acrylic floor wax for making the rocks shiny
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watercolors
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markers
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colored pencils


all about
rocks
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Where to find rocks

You may find good rocks near creeks, streams, beaches, and lakes. In some areas rocks seem to be lying around everywhere, and in other places it may take a lot of hunting to find them. Don’t take rocks out of the water in places where they may be homes for crayfish or other animals. State and national parks do not allow visitors to take anything home, including rocks. It’s a good idea to ask for permission before you gather rocks outside your own yard.

You can buy rocks of all sizes from landscaping companies or gardening stores. Once you start looking for rocks, you’ll be amazed at the unexpected places you’ll find them.

Small rocks are fun, too!

Most of the rocks in this book fit into the palm of your hand. If you can’t find many rocks this size, don’t worry; there are still lots of things you can do with smaller rocks. Here are just a few ideas:

[image: image]

Make Faces

Use flat pebbles to create silly face rocks.

[image: image]

Put ’em Together

Use white glue and pebbles or gravel to make pictures, names, or designs. Colored aquarium gravel is sold at pet stores. Make sure to allow plenty of drying time when you glue rocks.

[image: image]

Message Rocks

Do you have something to say? Write it on stone!

Name Game

Amaze your friends with special rocks painted just for them! These make great party favors, too.
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