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Chapter 1 Is It Hot Enough for You?
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“Is the egg cooked yet?” Eugene McGillicudy asked his best friend Charlie Thomas Jones. They watched as a freshly cracked egg sizzled on the hot patio in Eugene’s backyard.

“Nope, it’s still runny and goopy,” Charlie answered. “Only my dad would eat it this way.” Then he leaned down for a closer look. “Ew, there’s also a fly in it. Even my dad wouldn’t eat this.”


[image: Image]


“Maybe frying an egg on the patio isn’t a good idea,” Eugene said, taking a giant slurp of his mom’s homemade lemonade.

SLURP!

SLURP!

SLURRRRRP!

“Hold on. The meteor… meaty… uh, weatherperson said today was hot enough to cook an egg,” Charlie said. “We both heard it!” Then he squirted a blast of canned cheese into his mouth. “Yeah, it’s so hot right now, not even spearmint nacho cheese can cool me off.”

[image: Image]

“Oh no, hurry! It’s time to shade-shift!” Eugene cried out.

Eugene and Charlie stood up, held their lawn chairs to their butts, and scooted five steps to the left to get back into the shade. It was so hot, the boys were only wearing their bathing suits.
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“Aahhhhhhh!” they sighed as they leaned back. “That’s better.”

Right then, Mr. McGillicudy, Eugene’s dad, stepped out the back door holding a sprinkler over his head like it was a sword pulled from a magic stone. “Hey, Eugene, I found your Super Dude Water Sprinkler!”
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He attached the sprinkler to a long hose and set it down on the lawn. A smiling Super Dude action figure was mounted on top.

“Get ready to run through cold Super Dude sprinkled water!” Eugene’s dad said proudly.

“WOO-HOOOOOO! Super Dude sprinkled water!” the two boys cheered. Their eyes grew wide as they waited.
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Wait a minute. What’s that, you say? You’ve never heard of Super Dude, the greatest comic book character of all time? Well, inspired by the adventures of their favorite comic book hero, Eugene, Charlie, and their best friend, Sally Williams, adopted secret identities. Together, they are Sunnyview’s leading superheroes: Captain Awesome, Nacho Cheese Man, and Supersonic Sal. It’s their job to keep Sunnyview safe from creepy monsters and bad guys made of hot lava.
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“Do you want it on sprinkle, more sprinkle, or super sprinkle?” Eugene’s dad asked.

“Super sprinkle!” they cried.

Eugene’s dad nodded and turned the faucet. But instead of shooting out like a rocket, the water trickled out in small, weak bursts.

WHOMP!

WHOMP!

WHOMP!
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And then the sprinkler died.

“NOOOOO! Super Dude would never let us down like this!” Eugene yelled. “I know! It’s not too late. All we need are Super Dude’s Icy-Cold Water Blasters that he used to cool down the Flaming Monster of Moongor in Super Dude number five!”

[image: Image]

“Totally!” Charlie agreed. “That flaming monster melted like hot cheese!”

PING!

“Um, sorry, boys, there’s bad news,” Mr. McGillicudy said, looking at his phone. “Just got a text from the mayor’s office. We have to cut back on water use due to the summer drought.”
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GROAN!

The boys slumped down into their chairs. “We’re doomed!”

But the next second, Eugene and Charlie both perked up.

TING-TING! TA-TING! TING-TING!

“Look! It’s the ice cream truck!” Charlie yelled, leaping off his chair like a rocket.
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“Hey, Dad, can we have some money?” Eugene asked. “I promise I’ll do all my chores without being told!”

“Deal!” Eugene’s dad said, handing him a ten-dollar bill. “But if the ice cream man comes again, it’s extra chores for you!”

“You got it! Thanks, Dad!” Eugene said. “Time for ice cream coolness!”

Eugene and Charlie then ran down the street at top speed.
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