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  Introduction




  The Gallup Poll has become synonymous with accurate statistics on what people really think, how they live, and what they do. Founded in 1935 by statistician Dr. George Gallup, the Gallup Organization continues to provide the world with unbiased research on who we really are.




  From recent Gallup Polls, we can learn a great deal about the modern family. For example, a June 2007 Gallup Poll reported that Americans, on average, believe the ideal number of children for a family to have these days is 2.5. This includes 56 percent of Americans who think it is best to have a small family of one, two, or no children, and 34 percent who think it is ideal to have a larger family of three or more children; nine percent have no opinion. Another recent Gallup Poll found that when Americans were asked, “Do you think homosexual couples should or should not have the legal right to adopt a child,” 49 percent of Americans said they should, and 48 percent said they shouldn’t; 43 percent supported the legalization of gay marriage, while 57 percent did not. Yet another poll found that 34 percent of Americans feel a conflict between the demands of their professional life and their family life; 39 percent still believe that one parent should ideally stay home with the children while the other works.




  Keep in mind that Gallup Polls do not tell us what is right or wrong. They don’t report on what people should think—only on what they do think. And what is clear from Gallup Polls is that while the shape of families is changing in our modern world, the concept of family is still vital to our sense of who we are and how we interact with others. An indication of this is the 2008 Gallup poll that found that three out of four Americans reported that family values are important, while one in three said they are “extremely” important.




  And how do Americans define “family values”? According to the same poll, here’s what Americans say is their definition of a family: a strong unit where faith and morals, education and integrity play important roles within the structure of a committed relationship.




  The books in the series demonstrate that strong family units come in all shapes and sizes. Those differences, however, do not change the faith, integrity, and commitment of the families who tell their stories within these books.
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    Terms to Understand




    global: relating to the whole world.




    endanger: to expose to risk or threat.




    infant mortality: the rates of deaths among children in their first year of life.




    work ethic: a set of values that include the importance of hard work and its effect on a good character.




    mainstream: relating to the most prominent and well accepted groups, styles, beliefs, etc.




    discrimination: when a person is treated differently because of some category to which that person belongs, rather than being judged as an individual.




    racism: the belief that race is a factor in judging the abilities, characteristics, or worth of a person.


  




  Azuka, Aurelio, Alesky, and Mai are in the same seventh-grade homeroom. They live in the same city, and they share many things in common. All four are first-generation immigrants. Azuka’s parents are from Nigeria; Aurelio’s are from Guatemala; Alesky’s were born in Poland; and Mai’s are from Vietnam. The four young people are all Americans, but in some ways, their families are different from other American families.




  As the twenty-first century progresses, however, families like these will become more and more common. The United States has always been a nation of immigrants, but as our world becomes increasingly global, immigrants are coming from all parts of the globe. In nearly every state in the country, the number of immigrant families is growing.




  This trend scares some people. Some Americans worry that if too many immigrants come to the United States, our country will no longer be the same nation that it used to be. They are frightened that immigrants may endanger America’s values; that they may cost American taxpayers too much money; and that they may take away jobs from Americans who were born in this country. People who have these concerns are often in favor of putting tighter restrictions on America’s immigration policies.




  

    Terms to Understand




    prejudice: opinions or ideas about a person, group, or thing, formed before knowing much about him, her, or it.




    disillusioned: having lost faith and trust in one’s beliefs, ideals, etc.




    pessimistic: having a tendency to stress the negative; believing that the worst is most likely.




    controversial: characterized by strong opinions both for and against, and capable of stirring up conflict and debate.


  




  But whatever laws might be passed in the future, there is no way to turn back the clock. Immigrant families are here now, and they and their children will help shape America’s future. Luckily, these families bring many strengths with them to this country.
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