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To my mom, who loves chocolate
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The Seeds


Cocoa the Chocolate Fairy woke up early. She stretched her golden wings and looked out her window. She was eager to get outside and check on her garden.


Just a few weeks ago Cocoa had visited her older cousin Mocha, and her cousin had given her special chocolate flower seedlings to plant in her own garden. Every day for the last week, Cocoa woke up extra early to see if the buds were opening. Maybe today the seedlings would flower!


Mocha had a real gift with flowers. Her garden was known far and wide for its beauty and the vivid colors of each blossom. She lived in Sugar Kingdom and had a very important job: She was the chief gardener and tended to the Royal Palace’s flowers for King Crunch and Queen Sweetie, Princess Lolli and Princess Sprinkle’s parents. Cocoa was so proud of her!


When Cocoa reached her garden, she was happy to see little stems peeking through the brown-sugar soil.


“Good morning,” she said to the seedlings. She bent down and watered the tiny chocolate stems with her watering can. Carefully, she sprinkled water on the center flower. This was a chocolate rose.
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“You are doing just fine,” she whispered to the tiny seedling. “I will take care of you. Mocha told me what to do.”


Normally, chocolate roses did not bloom in Sugar Valley, but Cocoa was determined to grow one. The first thing she did when she came home from visiting Mocha was plant the seedlings. She spread chocolate sprinkles around the stems just as she had seen Mocha do.


Cocoa sat down on a large rock candy next to the garden and admired her work. She had cleared the flower bed herself. She had turned the sugar soil and put rock candy along the edges. Cocoa dreamed of having a garden filled with flowers. The garden was not as fancy as the ones at the king and queen’s palace or at Mocha’s, but this garden was all hers.


“Sweeeeeeet morning!” a voice called from above.


Cocoa looked up and saw her Caramel Fairy friend. Melli’s wings were fluttering fast. Cocoa could tell that Melli was bursting with news.


“What’s the good word?” Cocoa called.


Melli came swooping down. Her excitement made her wings move quickly, and she floated above Cocoa.


“Princess Lolli’s parents, King Crunch and Queen Sweetie, are coming to Candy Kingdom!” Melli exclaimed.


“The king and queen are coming here?” Cocoa asked. She had never met the royal couple. She knew them from their large portraits in Princess Lolli’s throne room. They looked like sweet and kind fairies. A visit from them was a very big deal! “Princess Lolli must be so excited that her parents are coming,” she added.


“She is,” Melli told her. “In honor of their visit, there is going to be a royal talent show on the shore of Chocolate River.” Melli did a flip in the air. “How sweet is that?”


“A talent show?” Cocoa repeated.


“Princess Lolli thought it would be a great idea,” Melli replied. “I think it is a sugar-tastic one! Don’t you?”


Cocoa’s wings twitched.


“All the fairies in the kingdom are being asked to help build the outdoor stage,” Melli went on.


“An outdoor stage?” Cocoa asked.


“Yes!” Melli cried. She did a few more flips high in the air. “The show is next week.” She landed next to Cocoa and sat down on the rock. “I am going to play my new licorice-stick clarinet!” she said, giggling.


Cocoa smiled at her friend. Melli was too excited to stay still. Even though she was sitting, her wings were still fluttering. Melli loved playing her licorice-stick. She had been taking lessons, and she practiced all the time. A talent show was the perfect event for her to show off her new instrument. “That is great, Melli,” Cocoa said. “You are going to steal the show.”
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“I don’t know about that,” Melli said. She leaped up and stood in front of Cocoa. She studied her friend. “What’s wrong?”


“Nothing,” Cocoa said quickly. “I . . . well . . . I don’t—”


“What are you going to do for the show?” Melli asked, interrupting her.


Cocoa looked down at the ground. Her wings drooped. “Oh, I don’t know,” she said.


Melli looked at her. “How come you don’t seem excited about this? All the fairies in the kingdom are buzzing about this news.”


Cocoa got up and walked closer to her flowers. “I am,” she said. “I am excited to see the king and the queen.”


“What about the show?” Melli asked.


“I don’t know,” Cocoa said softly. She sat back down on the rock.


“I am sure you can do an act with Berry, Raina, or Dash,” Melli said quickly. “For sure, they will all want to be a part of this. Who wouldn’t want to be in the royal talent show?”


Cocoa watched Melli twirl around. She knew someone who wouldn’t want to be center stage—herself! She didn’t have the heart to tell Melli. Melli was usually so shy and unsure. Now look at her! She was excited about performing. Cocoa sighed. Melli had real talent and loved playing her instrument. She would be a perfect act.


“We will all be in the show together,” Melli went on. “And imagine, we’ll get to perform for King Crunch and Queen Sweetie! Princess Lolli will be so proud!”


Cocoa lowered her head. She didn’t know how to tell her friend she was not planning on having any part in the event. Thinking about standing onstage in front of all those fairies—and the king and queen—made her heart race. If only she had a musical talent like Melli did! But Cocoa couldn’t hum a tune, let alone play an instrument. There was no way she could get onstage to be in the talent show—especially in front of the king and queen!
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Talent Show Talk


As the sun moved toward the Frosted Mountains, Cocoa got ready for Sun Dip. The day always ended with Sun Dip. All over Sugar Valley, fairies gathered with their friends to share the news of the day. Cocoa had been having Sun Dip with Melli, Raina the Gummy Fairy, Berry the Fruit Fairy, and Dash the Mint Fairy for as long as she could remember. These fairies were her closest friends, and Sun Dip was an extra-sweet time. But today was different. Cocoa knew she would be the only fairy who was not going to be filled with excitement about the upcoming talent show.
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