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Description

The cover page of a book (non-obvious guide) titled Drawing Your Future by Patti Dobrowolski. The text reads, solve problems, explain ideas, sell anything. The cover design features a doodle art of icons and shapes.














ADVANCE PRAISE


“Articulating goals in words is valuable but visualizing a desired state and how to get there has been a powerful unlock for our team at Brooks. Whether your aspirations are personal or shared, Dobrowolski’s Drawing Your Future will help you create clarity and tangible dimension for your world of possibility.”


—DAN SHERIDAN, CEO, Brooks Running Co.


“Patti Dobrowolski’s Drawing Your Future process helped me to transform my life. Over the past decade, I’ve manifested every aspect of my vision. This creative guidebook offers the tools to harness your visual thinking and make you the most powerful change agent in realizing your dreams.”


—TIFFANY DUFU, Bestselling author, podcaster, inspirator, and president of the Tory Burch Foundation


“For many people, making change can be incredibly scary. But when Patti Dobrowolski shows you how to use a picture to help you, you’ll become a change genie standing before a magic road map to your future. I’ve seen this process help countless entrepreneurs succeed—this book will truly change your life.”


—CHAITRA VEDULLAPALLI, Cofounder and president, Women in Cloud


“As the cofounder of Chief, I have witnessed firsthand the incredible impact that Dobrowolski’s work has on women leaders. Her experiential visioning process is a game-changer, empowering you to draw pictures to brainstorm and activate your future with confidence and bold steps. In Drawing Your Future, her hands-on practical tools will enable anyone to harness the power of visual thinking, turning ideas into action and vision into reality.”


—LINDSAY KAPLAN, Cofounder of Chief, investment partner at Next Wave, startup advisor, and Forbes columnist


“Dobrowolski has written a short-cut guide to help you uplevel your ability to facilitate getting what you need or want by using pictures. Visualizing success is key to making it happen, and this book is packed with visual solution strategies to help you brainstorm better, envision, and activate a powerful future and pitch any idea for your next venture. I do not have great drawing skills, but I have learned through this book that this doesn’t matter. Having personally practiced and experienced this unique visual process, I was able to clearly see my map to the future and then make it happen. No matter your drawing skill, this book will up your innovation game!”


—GAVRIELLA SCHUSTER, Board director, global business executive, and TEDx speaker


“In my early years of career navigation, I used Patti’s Draw Your Future process and was totally inspired by the results I got by attaching myself to my future using a picture. I immediately showed her TEDx Talk to my managers and company to inspire others to ambition their career. Drawing Your Future has transformed my own ability to envision and helped my followers envision their success.”


—JONATHAN JAVIER, CEO and founder, Wonsulting
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Creative Genius You: The Equation That Makes YOU Great


9 Tips to Up Your Creative Genius
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DEDICATION


To Julie Boardman, who fills my world with moving vans, adopted pets, and unexpected adventures.


[image: An illustration features a bus driving through a landscape with mountains, the rising sun, and greenery in the background. A cat and a dog look out through the windshield.]









If you want to learn how to draw and achieve exceptional results, this book is a must-read for you. One of the biggest challenges we face in today’s hybrid world is our inability to focus. This book will guide you on how to grab a pen, take a step toward the paper, and confidently draw ideas. It will teach you how to map solutions and help others focus on key results, enabling them to step into their future faster.




[image: An illustration depicts the back view of a person about to draw on a blank sheet of paper. He holds a pen just above the paper. Two more pens are at the far corner of the sheet.]
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE Is This Guide for You?



If you picked up this book, you are not a dummy. Many business guides treat you like an idiot. Some even say so on the cover. This is not one of those books.


[image: An illustration depicts a hand holding a book. There is a question mark symbol on the front cover.]


The first time I experienced Patti’s captivating approach to explaining ideas, she was in front of a digital whiteboard, enthusiastically transforming complex concepts into memorable visuals. Patti is celebrated for this unique talent, but what truly sets her apart is her genuine passion for sharing her methods with others. Drawing Your Future isn’t just about artistic skill; it’s about being more persuasive by visualizing your ideas. With Patti as your guide, this book will help you discover how to unlock your creative potential and bring any idea to life.


ROHIT BHARGAVA


Founder, Non-Obvious Guides


2x TEDx Speaker + Keynote Speaker at 300+ Events
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In this book, you will learn …
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Introduction


Hi, I’m Patti. I usually describe myself as a live illustrator, keynote speaker, and change agent. But the truth is, I am obsessed with how to make change happen faster. I’m not the one wringing their hands when it comes to change. I thrive in times of change, especially when it becomes uncomfortable.


Why? Because change stretches me. I have had three very successful careers—first as an actor who made it to Broadway, then as a change agent and visual facilitator working in business for thirty years, and now as an author and keynote speaker.


I have helped teams make changes from the front line to the C-suite across all industries. I created my signature process, Draw Your Future (DYF), to help myself and others get unstuck during change. Initially, I didn’t know why it worked, but eventually, the brain science substantiated what I had seen happen in meetings time and again. The truth? A picture helps you make change better. Maya Angelou once said, “A solitary fantasy can totally transform one million realities.” I know for a fact that a picture can transform at least one reality—yours.


In 2011, I delivered a TEDx Talk called “Draw Your Future.” I rehearsed that talk for six weeks, and when I stepped into that red circle, I nailed it. The talk was viewed not just on the regular TEDx channel but was also picked up in a Best of 2015 series, where it got nearly six million views. As I went through the comments, I realized that the audience was intrigued by the notion that a simple drawing could empower them to change their future.


Everyone dreams of a better future and yearns to achieve their goals quickly, so drawing one’s future seems like a fantastic idea. However, many people believe they cannot draw. The most common comment I receive is, “My drawing skills suck.”


Since my teenage years, I’ve been curious about how we can propel ourselves into the future and effect change more rapidly. In my thirties, I discovered that imagining my future and taking action toward it by drawing a picture helped me make it happen faster.


[image: An illustration depicts the back view of a person standing and drawing on a large wall-mounted sheet of paper. The drawing features abstract designs and shapes with the words Le Banque and issues.]


Since that time, I have been training myself to draw everything, whether I am describing a concept or illustrating a company’s five-year vision and strategy. What I have discovered through over thirty years of research is that whatever you depict sticks. Hand drawing captivates and inspires better thinking because drawing makes the thinking visible.


This form of magic found me when I started my adult life as a solo performer writing and performing short plays that involved multiple characters. In those early years, I never had the financial independence or the freedom to take many vacations to explore the world. So, I was obsessed with my inner world and what I could create using my imagination. I’d read enough Einstein to know there were ways to break through the time-space continuum, and I was determined to find them. I had evidence that it was possible when, as a performer, I held a picture in my mind of myself on Broadway and sketched out a few drawings of me on that stage, and within a year, that picture manifested.


Years later, when I had gone back to get a graduate degree and began to work in the corporate sector, I sat in a brainstorming meeting with one of the first visualizers, Gordon Rudow. He was a skilled quick drawer, and with a piece of paper on the office walls, he wrote and drew our consulting team’s discussion and created a “vision” of our core ideas.


The process inspired me, and though I was not a visual artist by any means, I was determined to learn how to do it. It looked fun, and it captured everyone’s attention in the room in ways that, with my limited business experience, I wasn’t able to yet. It was like a bright and shiny portal to my future beckoning me, so I grabbed a pen and walked through it.


Since the day I started, I have been working with businesses, both big and small, across the globe to turn their vision and strategy into visual representations. With pen, paper, and pastels in my hand, I honed my drawing skills and became the “Wizard at the Whiteboard.” Each year, as I got better, I became more and more passionate about showing others how to use their natural doodling skills to capture their ideas and expand their future.


[image: An illustration depicts a person wearing a party hat featuring the word critic standing at the corner of a room. His nose is long and sharp.]


I mentioned earlier that neuroscience eventually confirmed what was already evident—drawing pictures helps us solve problems more efficiently. By taking the risk of putting pen to paper and drawing your ideas and strategies, you’ll embark on an engaging, flow-filled journey, having more fun than ever before. That is, once you push your critic aside, so let’s start there. Critic, take a seat!
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