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Chapter 1 IMAGINE THAT!


“Look at all the boxes!” Henry Heckelbeck said to his best friend Dudley Day.

They were standing in Henry’s garage, where some cardboard boxes were stacked up.

“You know what empty boxes mean!” Dudley said.

The two best friends locked eyes.

“BOX FORT!” they shouted.

[image: Henry and Dudley are carrying an open cardboard box together in a room filled with stacked boxes.]

[image: Henry and Dudley are holding folded blankets and smiling at each other in a room with shelves containing more folded blankets.]

The boys grabbed the boxes by the flaps. One by one, they dragged them into the living room.

“Let’s build the world’s biggest fort!” Henry said, stacking blankets from the hall closet into Dudley’s waiting arms.

[image: Henry and Dudley are building a fort using cushions and a blanket.]

“Yeah!” Dudley agreed. “So big that Max won’t even believe it!”

Max Maplethorpe, their other best friend, was coming over to play later.

The boys wanted to finish the fort before Max arrived. They stacked pillows, arranged the boxes, and draped blankets over everything. They even strung lights inside the fort.

Dudley pointed to the left side of the fort.

“The docking bay for our robot hovercraft can go there,” Dudley said. “It’s the perfect getaway spot.”

[image: Henry and Dudley build a fort out of cushions and boxes, smiling and interacting inside their creation.]

[image: Henry and Dudley are talking, each imagining different things: one envisions a UFO, while the other imagines a castle and a horse.]

Henry put down the box he was holding.

“What robot hovercraft?” he said. “Don’t you mean horse stables? Every knight’s castle has to have horse stables!”

The boys stared at each other. Clearly they had two VERY different ideas about their fort!

“I know! Let’s have both,” Henry said. “We can use one box for the stables and another one for the docking bay.”

[image: Henry and Dudley in an illustration share a high-five while playing in a cozy indoor setting.]

Dudley smiled and added, “We can decorate the boxes with markers!”

Then Dudley jumped onto a long sofa pillow. In a robotic voice, he said, “Beedo-beep-bop! Now departing for Henry’s art supplies in three… two… one…”

[image: A comic-style speech bubble with the text “Beedo~ beep~ bop!” surrounded by dynamic lines and small shapes.]

Fwomp! Henry jumped onto the pillow too.

“BLAST OFF!” he shouted.

[image: Henry and Dudley standing on a cushion and pretending to fly.]





[image: Henry and Dudley peeking out of a castle-like structure, viewed through a magnifying glass.]





Chapter 2 THE ROYAL TOUR


Henry and Dudley created a cardboard watchtower with lookout windows and a bell on top.

“Now we need costumes,” Henry said.

The boys charged to the costume trunk on the other side of the castle. Henry grabbed his knight’s helmet and shield. Dudley snagged a cardboard robot costume.

[image: Henry and Dudley are playing in a room, one looking into a chest and the other wearing a makeshift robot costume.]

[image: Henry and Dudley play in a makeshift cardboard castle fort, peering through toy telescopes in a living room setting.]

Henry the Knight and Dudley the Robot crawled through a tunnel that led to the watchtower. They peered through their paper-towel-roll spyglasses.

[image: Henry, wearing a knight's helmet and makeshift armor, looks through a handheld telescope.]

“Beeda-beep-boop!” Dudley said. “All clear to the west, Sir Henry!”

Henry scanned the other side of the room and responded, “All clear to the east, Robo Dudley!”

[image: Max Maplethorpe, steps out of a vehicle, waving and smiling, while an adult sits in the driver’s seat.]

Honk! Honk! A car horn sounded outside.

The boys jumped and turned their spyglasses toward the window.

“Methinks a fellow knight—or robot—has arrived!” Henry declared.

Henry and Dudley rang the watchtower bell. Then they scrambled back through the tunnel and ran to the front door.
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