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			AJ J. Downs Texas non-typical scoring 256-4/8 B&C points.
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			“The whitetail is the

			most beautiful and

			graceful of all our big

			game animals when

			in motion.” 

			Theodore Roosevelt 

			The Deer Family 

			part of the American Sportsmen’s Library

		

		
			Boone and Crockett Club Mission Statement

			It is the mission of the Boone and Crockett Club to promote the conservation and management of wildlife, especially big game, and its habitat, to preserve and encourage hunting and to maintain the highest ethical standards of fair chase and sportsmanship in North America.

			To learn more about B&C visit www.boone-crockett.org
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			Boddington’s 2012 Kansas buck is the best taken from his Kansas farm to date. Every year he has seen larger bucks, but this buck is getting close to the area’s potential.

		

	
		
			Foreword

		

		
			God bless the whitetail deer! From remnant populations just a century ago, his tribe has prospered to become the most numerous big game animal on planet Earth, now numbering somewhere above 30 million. The recovery of the whitetail deer is one of North America’s finest conservation legends. But that’s only part of the story. The rest is that the whitetail deer has created, fostered—and now supports—the greatest hunting culture in the world.

			According to U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s most recent survey, America registers some 16 million hunters. This is not the largest per-capita percentage of hunters in the world; that honor probably goes to Finland. However, if we add hunters from Canada and Mexico and factor in Americans who, by age or other status, are not required to purchase annual hunting licenses and thus cannot be counted in any survey, North America has closer to 20 million hunters. This is a large hunting public, by millions far beyond what any other continent can muster.

			I am a traveling hunter, for whatever reason innately compelled to ramp distant horizons. But I am very much in the minority. The same surveys that give us an approximate number of hunters consistently suggest that the vast majority of hunters pursue their sport close to home, with only a small fraction ever venturing outside of their home states. This is fact. A logical but rational extension is that we hunt because it is part of who and what we are, and we are most likely to pursue the game that is most available and most accessible in our own backyards.

			Once again, God bless the whitetail deer! Unlike the majority of our North American big game species, the whitetail deer has learned not only to survive, but to thrive, in proximity with man. A creature of the edge, he loves the mosaic of agriculture and woodlot. A clever animal, survivors of his kind persisted through relentless persecution in the 18th and 19th centuries. Given a bit of protection, he prospered in the early years of the 20th century, and in the latter half, as sometimes happens with animal populations, he exploded. Today, one subspecies or another of whitetail deer is both huntable and hunted in 46 states of the Lower 48, in all provinces of Canada and most of Mexico.

			The whitetail deer has become the most democratic of all game animals, available on lands private and public almost throughout North America. In much of the United States he is a pest to agriculture, and according to insurance companies, one of the greatest road hazards. The management imperative to hunt the whitetail deer is probably stronger than for any other animal on Earth. North America’s hunters have responded. Today more than 10 million North Americans consider themselves, by avocation, deer hunters—even though they can only pursue their hobby during a narrow window of open seasons.

			Many of us hunters are specialists: turkey hunters, elk hunters, sheep hunters, waterfowl hunters, upland game hunters. Some of us follow all the seasons. But, continent-wide, the largest group of all, and the largest group in the world, is the North American deer hunters. The whitetail deer has spawned not only the world’s largest hunting culture but also the world’s largest hunting industry. Deer scents, deer calls, camouflage, decoys, lures, tree stands, ground blinds, and so much more, all produced and consumed just to increase the odds to take a whitetail deer. The products available to the whitetail deer hunter—now including this most valuable book—are legion. And this has all happened well within living memory.

			Hunters younger than I may not recall a time when there were few or no deer, but let’s take my home state of Kansas as a microcosm. Today we know Kansas to be a great destination for whitetail deer. It is so good today that it’s easy to forget that deer were declared extinct by 1925. During World War II a few started to filter in from neighboring states. But when I was a kid in the late 1950s there were still very few deer in Kansas, and there was certainly no deer hunting. The first modern season, in 1964, was a historic event—but tags were few and hunter interest modest.

			In those days, Kansas hunters were upland bird hunters; ownership of a deer rifle was rare. As farming practices changed and new reservoirs filled, many of my Kansas hunting buddies—following the principle of hunting the game most available and most accessible close to home—became waterfowl hunters. And then, well after the first modern season, the deer herd exploded. Today the quail hunting buddies of my youth are hunters of the whitetail deer. Kansas now sells something over 180,000 deer licenses annually, a rather far cry from exactly zero just 40 years ago!

			Kansas, the last state to open a modern deer season, is just a small example. It happened at different times in different places, but through the 60s and into the 70s the long-nurtured whitetail deer populations exploded all across America. This created hunting opportunity, which bred new hunters and spawned almost a cult of hunting the whitetail deer. This continues to this day, witnessed by this very book, but just 40 years ago the interest in whitetail deer was limited and localized.
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			Boddington and Zack Aultman with a great Georgia whitetail. This is not Boddington’s highest-scoring buck, but coming from the Southeast he considers it his best.

			As a young writer and editor I was fortunate to have a number of mentors, but few were as kind or generous as John Wootters, who passed on to better deer stands just a year ago. John was a Texan, and as such his deer hunting was...different…from that of the deer hunters in the East, Southeast, and upper Midwest. Even so, his 1975 work, Hunting Trophy Deer, was a landmark on the subject. Amazingly and wildly successful, it was probably the very first book that focused on hunting mature, trophy-class bucks. To a great extent, Hunting Trophy Deer launched what we think of today as the “whitetail cult.” At that time, Wootters was writing for Petersen’s Hunting magazine, which I would shortly join. He implored then-editor Ken Elliott to write a column strictly on deer hunting, primarily the whitetail deer. Elliott was skeptical, as I would have been in the 1970s: “Do you really think enough people would actually read a column just on deer hunting?”

			Fortunately for us all, Wootters won the argument. His “Buck Sense” column was perennially the most popular column in the magazine—also the longest running, continuing through my 14-year tenure as editor—only ending when Wootters, the original “Mr. Whitetail,” retired in the late 1990s. Yes, there is serious interest in hunting the whitetail deer, without question more serious—almost fanatical—interest than surrounds any other game animal in the world. Serious hunters of the whitetail deer will try almost anything to get a better crack at a trophy buck!

			Obviously “trophy” is in the mind of the beholder. The holy grail is a whitetail buck that achieves the Boone and Crockett All-time minimum score of 170 (net, typical). Such a buck is just a handful of every million bucks harvested. Although the taking of such a buck ranks high on my own bucket list, I freely admit that I have never taken one. I share this lack with the vast majority of America’s deer hunters, and like them, it is unlikely that I ever will. The odds are not favorable.

			Unlike many hunters, however, I can say with reasonable certainty that I have actually seen such a buck. It was in the Swan Valley of Montana, twenty-some years ago. Ed Nixon and I were standing on a ridge, and we saw a buck cross a clearcut into a patch of timber far below. And what a buck! He was a typical 12-point, massive beams well outside his ears. It is impossible to accurately judge an animal that is exponentially larger than one has ever seen before, so I won’t put a number on him (although I still have a number in my mind’s eye), but be assured he was big. And by our thinking, he was ours. We made a quick plan, executed a small drive, and each of us expected to see the buck or hear a shot. The buck thought differently; he slipped out the back side and, to my knowledge, was never seen again.

			That’s the way it is with whitetail deer. Antler size depends on food, minerals, genetics, and age. A great buck in one area may be an average buck in another (and vice versa), but the whitetail deer is not only the most populous, but as such is also the hardest-hunted animal on Earth. A buck that has survived several hunting seasons and lived to grow the maximum antlers that his habitat and lineage allow is arguably the most difficult animal in the world to bring to bag. A mature whitetail is like a ghost, largely nocturnal and incredibly canny. It isn’t important that a whitetail buck reach our Boone and Crockett minimum, because most never will. In some hard-hunted areas, realistically, any whitetail deer is a trophy, and any buck is a great trophy. Anywhere, by definition, a mature whitetail buck is an awesome trophy. Some hunters are more skilled than others, and some are also luckier than others. But a hunter who has achieved even occasionally consistent success on mature whitetail bucks should be considered among the world’s greatest hunters.

			By both vocation and avocation I have been incredibly fortunate to have hunted much of the world’s great game country and much of the world’s great game. I am often asked about my favorite hunt or game animal. It’s a hard question, because I truly love it all. But at some point we all come down to our roots. Like so many millions of North American hunters, at heart I am a hunter of the whitetail deer. He is more frustrating than bongo, more challenging than buffalo, and so much warier than any wild sheep that ever lived! Returning to my roots, I’ve had a little farm in Kansas for some years now where I can match wits with the whitetail deer on my own terms—and on his. Every summer and early fall I see major bucks that we never quite seem to see when deer season rolls around. So the deer are winning but only for now. One of these days one of my big bucks will make a mistake, and I’ll be there to capitalize. Or at least that’s the way I see it in my dreams. And in the meantime, along with you, I will fuel my dreams with this marvelous celebration of the whitetail deer, the greatest game animal in the world. God bless the whitetail deer, and long may his tribe continue to thrive!

			Craig Boddington

			Paso Robles, California
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			The best way to mark a baseline is to use masking tape and a pencil. This will aid in getting proper and accurate length of point measurements and the tape can then be easily removed without marking on the antlers.

		

	
		
			How to Score Whitetail Deer

			Jack Reneau, Wm. H. Nesbitt, and Philip L. Wright

		

		
			Tips on Navigating this Chapter

			Clicking on the Figure reference will take you to the corresponding Figure located at the end of the chapter. 

			— — —

			Certain commonalities exist in the measuring of trophies and are presented here as an introduction to the measuring process. Sportsmen should be aware of these general procedures as he or she begins the process of measuring a trophy animal. With a minor investment in equipment, almost anyone can make a reasonably accurate measurement of his or her big game trophies. In fact, it is likely that you already have some of the equipment needed to perform accurate measurements.

			Without a doubt, the single most useful piece of measuring equipment is a 1/4-inch wide, flexible steel measuring tape, graduated in sixteenths of an inch. It can be used to take all length and circumference measurements required by the scoring system. Such tapes come equipped with either a “ring-end” or a “clip-end.” The ring-end tape, equipped with a blank space before the zero mark, is the most useful since it can be used to take all circumference measurements, as well as all length measurements. With the ring-end tape, the circumferences can be read at the zero point; with a clip-end tape, you must read your measurements at some increment (e.g. 10-inch mark) greater than zero, and then subtract the increment to arrive at the correct measurement.

			A round, flexible steel cable and an alligator clip can be used for taking point and main beam length measurements on antlered animals only in place of the 1/4-inch wide, flexible steel measuring tape. 

			Another useful piece of equipment is a system for taking greatest spread measurements. A very accurate set up consists of two carpenter’s levels with c-clamps affixed to one end to serve as bases so the levels are free-standing. The right angles formed by the upright levels (final positioning by the bubbles) form the boundaries for the measurement line, which is read with a steel tape or folding carpenter’s rule. 

			A folding carpenter’s rule with a brass slide is indispensable for taking inside spreads. As necessary, the rule is unfolded and the extension is used to accurately determine spread measurements. 

			
			

			
				MEASURING EQUIPMENT CHECK LIST

				•1/4-Inch steel tape

				•Flexible steel cable

				•2 carpenter’s levels (with c-clamps)

				•Folding carpenter’s rule

				•Masking tape

				•Pencil

				•B&C Score chart

			

			Finally, but certainly not least, copies of the current copyrighted score charts (typical and non-typical) are needed to perform accurate measurements. Current copyrighted score charts can be downloaded in PDF format from the Club’s web site (www.boone-crockett.org). 

			Scoring whitetail deer

			Whitetails can show an almost infinite variety in number and location of points. The non-typical category was established to properly recognize such trophies and there are typical and non-typical categories for both Coues’ and whitetail trophies. 

			In the following material, the scoring procedure for whitetails will be described. Of course, the instructions apply equally well to Coues’ deer, with the only difference being minimum entry scores. The typical pattern of mature whitetail antler development is an unbranched main beam that normally develops from three to seven (or more), usually paired, unbranched points off the top of the main beam at spaced intervals (Figure A). These are the normal points. Usually, a brow tine develops in this pattern as the first normal point, G-1, and the second normal point, G-2, on each side is usually the longest of the sequence. As in other deer categories, the main beam tip is counted as a point but is not measured as a point as it is part of the main beam measurement. All points that come off of normal points, abnormal points, burrs, bottoms and sides of the main beam are abnormal points. There are other abnormal points that will be discussed in more detail on the following pages.

			Once you have identified the normal points, you need to decide if the deer should be scored as a typical or non-typical. In most cases it will be quite obvious. If there is any doubt, consider the number of abnormal points. If there are no or few abnormal points, the rack should obviously be scored as a typical. If there are numerous abnormal points, use the non-typical score chart. Regardless, there is no difference in how typical and non-typical whitetail deer are scored; all measurements are the same in both categories. The real difference between the two categories is that the total of the lengths of the abnormal points is deducted to arrive at the typical score and added in to arrive at the non-typical score. 

			Once you have scored a trophy, you can transfer the measurements from a typical score chart to a non-typical score chart to determine the non-typical score. If you used a non-typical score chart, you can transfer the measurements to a typical score chart to arrive at the typical score for the same trophy. In most cases, a trophy will make the minimum in only one category. If a trophy qualifies for both categories, it is the owner’s option to choose which one the trophy will be listed in as it cannot appear in both. It is strongly suggested, however, that such a trophy be listed in the category where it ranks the highest.

			A point in whitetail is any projection at least one inch long and longer than wide at some location at least one inch from the tip of the projection (Figure L). (Each projection should be measured to ascertain whether it is or is not a point.) Once it is determined that a projection is a point then its entire point length is measured from its tip down to its base. As shown in Figure B, point base lines are established where the point joins either the main beam or another point. The base should reflect the normal antler configuration as if the point were not present.

			The length of beam and antler point length measurement may be taken by the use of the flexible steel cable or a 1/4-inch wide, flexible steel clip-end tape. The use of a round, flexible steel cable (such as a modified compound bow cable available from B&C or a bicycle brake cable) greatly speeds-up the measuring process while still yielding an accurate measurement. However, only the 1/4-inch wide steel tape can be used for circumference measurements. 

			In the past, deer with skull plates that had been fractured or shattered by a bullet, dropping, etc., were not acceptable for entry in B&C. However, it is now possible to enter such trophies, so long as the pieces can be perfectly pieced back together and the spread measurements taken. Skull plates that have been sawn in half still are not eligible for entry in B&C. Each damaged skull is considered on a case by case basis. 

			For measurement of length, the cable is positioned along the outer curve of the beam or point. The end of the measurement is marked by attaching an alligator clip to the cable at the proper spot. The cable is then removed and held in a straight line against a folding carpenter’s rule to record the length measurement. The clip-end tape is often faster to use when antler points are generally straight as the clip-end can easily be hooked on the end of the antler point and the tape stretched across the point’s base line. When using a 1/4-inch wide tape on a curved point or antler beam, the measurer will need to mark locations and pivot the tape along the line of measurement. Be sure to align the tape at the appropriate length when pivoting the tape. 

			The measurement for determining the length of an antler main beam is illustrated on the score chart, being generally a line from the antler burr, above the eye, to the beam tip, maintained along the outer side of the beam (Figure A). It can be measured either from the tip to the burr or from the burr to the tip.

			The measurement begins at the point where the center line along the outer side of the base intersects the burr. This point is above and slightly off center of the eye socket. To determine this starting point, view the antlers from the side lining up the far side with the near side. Find the middle of the burr as the antlers are viewed from this angle (i.e., the center of the burr on the outer side). It is neither at the lower front edge nor at the rear edge of the beam but rather at the outside center of the burr. 

			Once the starting location on the burr is noted, the length of the main beam measurement proceeds along the outer side of the beam towards the middle of the antler beam below the G-2 point as indicated in Figure A. From that location, it proceeds on out to the beam tip over the outer curve of the antler. In general, this line should stay near the middle of the beam on the outer side. It is sometimes helpful to first mark the base lines for the normal points as this may provide a visual reference for staying in the middle of the antler beam. The actual measurement is best taken by the use of the flexible steel cable or steel clip-end tape. The use of a tape necessitates marking the antler with a soft lead pencil and swinging the tape at these marks as necessary as the antler curves. Either way should result in the same measurement if the correct line is chosen.

			Prior to making the actual measurement by either method, it is often helpful to hold the rack in a normal, upright position at arm’s length. This will show whether or not the chosen line properly follows the outer curve of the main beam. 

			If the antler beam rolls inward, still stay near the middle of the beam even though the middle may now be on the top and not on the true outer side of the surface of the antler. If the beam hooks upward, still stay on the outer side of the antler near the middle (and not over the curve of the upper hook, which would place the measurement line along the bottom of the beam). If an abnormal point (or antler projection) is slightly in the line of measurement, simply find the shortest path around the point either above or below the projection and continue the measurement. 

			In rare instances, it may be necessary to use calipers to determine an accurate length of main beam measurement because of an obstructing point or growth. If this is the case, make tick marks immediately before and after the obstruction to mark the path of the main beam through it. Then, measure the distance from the burr to the obstruction with a cable, and use calipers to measure the distance through the obstruction. Finish by measuring the distance from the opposite side of the obstruction to the beam tip with a cable. Record all three measurements and add them together to arrive at the length of the main beam and record it on the score chart.

			In the case of webbed antlers, special care must be taken when measuring beam lengths. You must first project the normal main beam as if there was no webbing. The length is then taken through the center of the projected main beam as usual. This measurement technique applies to any webbed antler, whether the webbing occurs on one or both antlers. 

			The next stage involves the measurement of point lengths (Figures C-1 through C-4). 

			The designation of points as either normal or abnormal requires application of the following general rules: 

			1) Burr tines or “beauty points” (points arising from the antler burr) are always abnormal (Figure C-1).

			2) Split or multiple brow tines mean that only one of these can be measured as the normal brow point. If one of these is a clear-cut branch of the other, the branch is designated as abnormal (Figure C-2). If both are separate points, without one being a branch of the other, choose as the normal G-1 point the one that best matches in shape and location usual G-1 points and the G-1 on the other antler. Generally this will be the longer point; the other(s) is then measured as abnormal.

			3) Points arising from the side or bottom of the main beam are always abnormal (Figure C-3).

			4) Point branches (those arising from points rather than the main beam) are always abnormal (Figure C-4). 	

			5) Extra points occurring below the brow tine are always abnormal points even though they may be paired.

			6) If two points (other than brow points) have a common base origin on the top of the main beam, and one is not a branch of the other, and both “pair” with points on the opposite antler, both are considered normal (Figure O). 

			7) Normal points arise from the top of the main beam at roughly spaced intervals and are usually paired with similar length points on the other antler in a more or less symmetrical pattern.

			8) Paired points arising from the top of the beam are treated as normal points even though they may be shorter (or longer) than adjacent points and have slightly different spacing than other paired points. Thus, a pair of short points occurring between G-1 and the next set of taller points would be treated as G-2 points. 

			9) If a rack has two rows of side-by-side points on each antler, one row should be treated as abnormal points. Generally, the outer row points are measured as the normal points, and the inner row points off the top inside edge of the main beam are the abnormal points. 

			There are instances where a single point, usually paired with a similar point on the opposite antler, comes off the top inside edge of the main beam (not in line with the outer edge of the main beam) and is considered an abnormal point. Such an offset point most commonly occurs between the normal G-2 and G-3 points (Figure D) and has two characteristics that identify it as abnormal. First, portions of the base overlap the base of another point on top of the main beam, causing the steel tape to twist or kink when taking a circumference measurement between such point and its neighbor. Second, and more obvious, is that such a point does not align with other normal points along the outside edge of the main beam and extends inward. If such an offset abnormal point (depicted in Figure D), occurs on only one antler, the matching point on the opposite side is also abnormal because it is a non-symmetry point.

			10) Extra, unpaired points at the end of the beam that project upward and generally in the usual spacing pattern are treated as normal points (Figure E). Enter a zero for the missing point on the other side. Since these unmatched points at the end of the beam are “matched” against a zero value, their lengths will be subtracted in the difference column essentially negating their presence. The determination of these as normal points should be the same whether the trophy is entered in the typical or non-typical category. 

			11) If an “extra” point (unpaired, and not one of the normal pattern of points) arises from the top of the main beam and upsets the interval spacing/pairing (Figure G), it should be counted as abnormal (even though it is “normal” in origin) to avoid the artificial penalty for lack of symmetry between points that would occur if it were counted as a normal point. Such points are referred to as non-symmetry points and will be discussed in more detail in the material that follows. 

			12) There is no upper limit to how many normal points might occur on a whitetail trophy (Figure F), but the usual pattern is seven or fewer (plus beam tip) per antler, and the score chart reflects this pattern. In the extreme rarity that more than seven truly normal points occur, the measurements of the extra point(s) could be included as a separate additional line(s) on the score chart and explained in the REMARKS section.

			13) If a G-1 point (brow tine) is missing on one antler, it is proper to treat the existing brow tine on the opposite antler as a normal point, and match it against a zero value for the missing G-1. There are actually three, and only three occasions, when an unmatched point off the top of the beam is treated as a normal point—a point opposite a missing brow tine that never grew (as described above), a point opposite a broken normal point less than an inch long, and an unmatched point at the end of the main beam. 

			The lengths of the individual normal and abnormal points are recorded in the proper blanks on the score chart. If a normal point has been broken off to less than an inch long, record a zero to indicate its condition and note the action in the REMARKS. Such action preserves the sequence and avoids any artificial penalty for non-symmetry. 

			
			

			
				WHOSE RIGHT?

				When recording your measurements on the B&C score chart be sure to put them in the correct columns. And by right antler... we mean the deer’s right antler, not the right side as you are looking at the antlers.

			

			Certain special cases—common base points, webbed points, burr points are covered later in this chapter. Additional comments are in order for the treatment of non-symmetry points. The rule is simple—if an extra unmatched point, that is a normal point by definition, occurs at some position other than at the end of the beam, it is treated as an abnormal point. Such points are referred to as non-symmetry points. If this point were paired on the opposite beam, it would be treated as a normal point. Thus a rack must display more normal points on one side than the other to even be considered as one that has a non-symmetry point. While these unmatched points can occur at any location, they are most common between G-2 and G-3 as illustrated in Figure G. One specific situation that may give rise to this situation is the presence of a common base point with G-2 on one side and a forked G-2 on the other. In such cases, it is likely the point sharing the common base with G-2 is extra as it may be “matched” against the fork, which is an abnormal point on the other side. 

			The key determination is which point is unmatched. If the point is unmatched at the end, then it is normal. If it is unmatched between normal points, it is abnormal. The determination is the same whether or not the deer is being measured as a typical or non-typical entry. In many cases, the decision will result in an overall lower score for the buck, particularly if it is being entered in the typical category. Such a result should occur since the measuring system for typical entries is designed to reward highly symmetrical, balanced antlers. An extra point detracts from this symmetry. Again, this ruling does not apply to an unmatched G-1 point, nor an unmatched point at the beam’s end. In cases where a point is ruled a non-symmetry point, please use the REMARKS to highlight this decision.

			 Points are measured either from the base lines established on the main beam to the tip of each point or from point tip to the base line, with both methods yielding the same result. Generally, points end in a sharp cone shape, with the measurement being to the tip of this cone. Should the point end in a noticeably blunted condition, somewhat like a human thumb, the measurement line can be continued to the midpoint of the rounding. If a point (or beam) is broken and not a round blunt end, use a credit card or carpenter’s square to “square off” the end in a fashion similar to the taking of the length of horn for sheep.

			If a rack shows numerous points and/or many abnormal points, measurement of it can be aided by marking each point with bits of colored tape to designate normal points (perhaps green tape) and abnormal points (perhaps red tape). It is also very helpful to use a third color to indicate projections that do not qualify as points so that they are not inadvertently and incorrectly measured as points. As each point is measured to its proper base line, the tape is removed to show that the point has been measured. (Remember the beam tip is not measured as a point.)

			Establishment of the base lines for individual point measurement is straightforward. The base line is established to identify that material properly called main beam from the material of the point (or separate a point branch from its “parent” point). Properly drawn, the base line should delineate the same amount of beam (or “parent”) material below the point’s center as can be ascertained on either side of the point being measured. A good method of marking base lines is to pull a measuring cable across the point base resting on top of the parent structure antler material.* Then the base line is marked with a lead pencil along the lower edge of the cable. 

			Antler points are then measured along the outside of their curve. In almost every case, the points G-2, G-3, G-4, and others in the sequence, curve inward and not outward. If a point should curve outward, it would be appropriate to measure it on the inside of the rack and thus reflect properly the outer curve of the point. In the case where it is not obvious which direction the point curves, measure both sides and record the longer measurement as the point length. It is never correct to measure along the edges of a point to determine its length. The same procedure of measuring points on the outside of their curve applies to abnormal points as well. 

			The brow tines, although usually straight, may be curved either backward or forward. If they are curved forward, they are measured on the backside in order to reflect the outer curve of the point. If they are curved backward, they are measured on the front side, again to reflect the outer curve. Note such actions in the REMARKS.

			The four circumferences (H-1, H-2, H-3, and H-4) are taken by use of the ring-end measuring tape. The tape should be positioned in the general area of the indicated measurement by looping it around the main beam. Pull the tape together and gently slide it back and forth along the beam until the smallest circumference measurement is obtained. If you use a clip-end tape to measure circumferences, overlap the tape at a full 10 inch increment to simplify the procedure. Be sure to subtract the amount of overlap before recording the measurement.

			Almost without exception whitetail trophies large enough to reach the current All-time records book minimum entry score (170 for typical; 195 for non-typical) will have at least five normal points (including beam tip) on each antler. For such trophies, the four circumferences will be taken between points as illustrated on the score chart. In some cases, there may be only three measured points per antler, which will require that the H-4 circumference be taken halfway between the G-3 point and the antler tip (Figure H). To make this measurement properly, determine the center of the base of G-3 where it meets the main beam, then measure from this center point to the beam tip. The halfway point of this line is the correct location for the H-4 circumference.

			The inside spread should be taken with a folding carpenter’s rule, utilizing the extension to complete the measured line. Care must be exercised to properly position the ruler for this measurement. The line of measurement should be at a right angle to the long axis of the skull. It must also be parallel to the skull cap (Figure I). Thus, if one beam should be positioned higher than the other, it will be necessary to utilize a carpenter’s square against the higher antler to properly locate the line. The actual measurement is taken to the center of the main beams once it has been properly positioned.

			The actual measurement is taken to the inside center of the main beams once the antlers have been properly positioned. The correct points of contact for taking the inside spread measurement are noted in Figure J-1, which represents the cross sections of the main beams. If the main beams roll inwards or tilt outwards, the inside spread is taken to the centers of the main beams as illustrated in Figure J-2 and Figure J-3, respectively.

			Note that spread credit cannot exceed the length of the longer antler main beam. If the spread measurement does exceed the longer main beam, enter the longer main beam length (rather than the inside spread measurement) in spread credit box of the score chart. 

			Rarely, one antler will curve inward in the normal fashion, while the other will flare outward. In such a case, the point of measurement for inside spread should not be taken on the flaring antler beyond where it begins to diverge from the “normal” curvature as found on the other antler.

			The supplementary data of tip-to-tip spread should also be taken by use of the folding carpenter’s rule or measuring tape. This measurement is simply from the center of the tip of one antler to the center of the tip of the other. Greatest spread is best taken by use of two perpendiculars, such as carpenter’s levels held upright by large c-clamps or perfectly square-cut wooden blocks, that are positioned on each side of the rack. The measurement is then taken by a steel measuring tape or folding carpenter’s rule between the perpendiculars.

			Additional Scoring Techniques: More on Point Measurements

			Prior to January 1989, the definition of a point was open to more than one possible interpretation. The definition was then rewritten to clarify the approach and to have wording that is clearly stated and open to only a single interpretation. The definition of a point is as follows: To be counted a point, the projection must be at least one inch long, with the length exceeding width at one inch or more of length. Once it is established that a projection is a point, its length is then taken from the tip to the base line of the point. The only exception to this rule is for caribou for which the point must be at least one-half inch long and longer than wide at length one-half inch or more. Figure K provides illustrations of applications of this definition.

			In some cases the length of a point may exceed 1” and the width of the base is greater than the overall length of the point. This may still be a point as long as the measurer can come down one inch or more from the tip and find a location where length exceeds the width at that location. Once it is determined that a projection qualifies as a point, it is measured from its tip to its naturally occurring baseline. Figure L illustrates this situation.

			Several questions have arisen in the past concerning the determination of whether a projection was a point or not. Some measurers were taking the width of a point at an angle other than 90 degrees when ascertaining whether or not a projection was a qualifying point. This is an appropriate procedure when measuring along the point’s natural base but not at other times. In 1998, the Records Committee approved the following clarification for point determination. Unless taken at the point’s natural baseline, the width must be taken perpendicular to the length when determining whether or not a projection qualifies as a point. See Figure M.

			When measuring a point or beam, or when taking a circumference, the measurement does not always fall exactly on an eighth-inch mark. The measurer should round the value to the nearest eighth inch, and if the measurement falls exactly on a sixteenth-inch mark, the measurer should round to the next higher eighth-inch mark. In the case of skull measurements, the measurer rounds to the nearest sixteenth of an inch. If a measurement falls exactly between sixteenths, the measurement is again rounded up. One situation where the round-up rule does not apply is in the case of point length determination. Here the projection must be at least one-inch long. Thus a 31/32-inch long projection cannot be a point as it is not at least one inch long. 	

			Occasionally, “palmation” or “webbing” may occur on one or both antlers so that there is a noticeable “filling-in” between individual points. If both antlers are palmated, establish the individual point base lines on the top edge of the palmation, then measure points and circumferences in the usual manner (Figure N-1). The trophy will receive credit for the symmetry of webbing on both antlers via the increased circumference measurements. If only one antler is palmated, draw the individual point base lines along the main beam where it would be if there was no palmation and then measure the individual points to this line (Figure N-2). In this case, the lack of symmetry caused by the webbing will be penalized by the circumference measurement differences, justifying the allowance for point length “hidden” in the webbing.

			Common base points present certain issues that need to be addressed when measuring a trophy. Simply stated common base points are points that are joined at their bases and share some degree of webbing between them. Frequently, it is difficult to determine if two points are sharing a common base, or if one is a branch of the other. In order to be treated as common base points, and not as a point with an abnormal point branch, the cross section of the bases of both points must be a figure eight shape, as Figure O-1 demonstrates, if both points were cut off at their bases. This cross section must be clearly a figure eight. Two points (Figure P) with an oval-shaped base or with a base that is half oval and the remainder figure-eight shaped must be treated as a single point with an abnormal branch point. Both points are normal only if they are matched with normal points on the other antler and only if both points are lined up on the outside edge of the beam (Figure O-1).

			Common base and webbed points differ. Webbing is the filling-in with antler material of two clearly separate points that are not joined together except by the webbing. Common base points are two separate points joined together at the base that, as they merge together, share common point material. While they are not the same, the measuring technique is similar. If the common base points are found only on one antler, the point lengths are measured from their tips to the main beam (Figure Q-1). If the condition occurs at or before G-4 and involves normal points, the corresponding circumference measurement will be inflated. This increase is compensated for by the corresponding increase in the difference column associated with the measurement of the opposite side circumference.

			If both sides of the antlers display common base normal points that occur at or prior to G-4, it would be inappropriate to measure both points to the beam and then to also record the inflated circumference measurement brought about by the shared point material. As both sides now display the shared webbing, no compensating deduction in the difference column would occur. Thus, if matched pair, common base points occur on both antlers, the base line for these points is established by moving it parallel to the main beam upwards through the lowest part of the gap between the common base points (Figure Q-2). The points are then measured from their tips to their centers on this adjusted base line.

			Often the question of whether a point is one, two, or more points arises when a point that forks into several tips occurs. Such cases are most common on brow tines but also are present on abnormal point clusters. Some of these clustered points display common base type structures; others are simply a point with forks. The proper interpretation in such cases is that each projection, when measured from its tip to the bottom of the gap between them, must separately meet the definition of a point which is any projection at least one inch long and longer than wide at some location at least one inch from the tip of the projection is a point. Thus, for example, if a point that splits into two tips arose from the beam, each tip when measured from its tip down to the bottom of the gap between the tips must individually qualify as a point for this structure to be treated as having two separate points. Otherwise, it would simply be measured as one point. Figure R illustrates this procedure. While Figure J demonstrates the proper techniques to use when the projections in question share a common base, the same principle holds when one of the projections is a branch off the other. In Figure S, A-B and D-E are not two separate points themselves because neither projection qualifies as a point above the webbing. However, the whole structure could be classified as a single point only as long as it, measured from either tip to the base, qualifies as a point. This structure is then measured only from A-C or D-F, whichever is longer. Figure T illustrates a situation where the length of D-F is longer than AC.

			Burr points are those points that develop directly as part of the burr material. In order for these projections to qualify as a point, the definition of a point is once again applied. A key step in determining whether or not a burr projection is a qualifying point is the establishment of the proper base line. Since the burr itself is part of the main beam, the measurer must treat the natural burr shape as beam and exclude it when establishing the base line. Figure U demonstrates the proper procedure for establishing a base line for a burr point. Essentially the line is drawn from burr edge to burr edge across the point, not to the inside edge of the burr. If the trophy is not mounted, the measurer can often find the base of the burr by looking on the underside of the burr to determine the end of burr material. 

			One other procedure to note concerns the measurement of abnormal points or crown points that project from the juncture of two points. These points are often joined in a web that reflects antler material not yet measured. If one simply draws a base line from edge to edge across the point, one is shorting the point some of its true length. Thus, the measurer should project the natural curve of the antler as if the webbing were not present for the base line for the length measurement in this situation. Figure V provides an illustration of this procedure. Often the measurer can determine a visual reference for this base line by comparing it to the other antler.

			Official measurements cannot be taken until the antlers have air dried at normal room temperature for least 60 days after the animal was killed. If the trophy has been frozen prior to cleaning, as is often the case with skulls, the 60-day drying period begins once the cleaning process is complete. The drying process for trophies that have been boiled or freeze-dried starts the day they are removed from the boiling pot or freeze-drier, respectively. 

			In the case of picked up trophies, the 60-day drying period also applies. If it is clear from the condition of the antlers, horns, skulls, or tusks that the trophy has dried for more than 60 days, one does not have to wait another 60 days from when it was found to measure it. However, it is necessary to enter the approximate date the animal died on the line provided for the date of kill on the score chart. Trophy owners may be asked to provide a brief history for “picked up” trophies or trophies of unknown origin to substantiate the approximate date of death.
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