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  Foreword




  BY JAMES LIGHTHIZER, PRESIDENT, CIVIL WAR TRUST





  A century and a half has passed since a bloodless artillery exchange in Charleston Harbor ignited the most bloody and tragic conflict in our nation's history. For four long years, armies in blue and gray roamed the countryside, clashing in more than 10,000 battles and skirmishes that defined us as a nation and sounded the death knell of slavery. When the guns fell silent in the spring of 1865, more than 600,000 Americans had lost their lives.




  Despite the passage of time, Americans of all ages remain fascinated with the Civil War. Some are interested because they had a teacher who sparked a curiosity that resulted in a lifelong passion for history. Others are among the more than 100 million Americans that can trace their ancestry back to someone who served in the conflict. Still more are held spellbound by the writings and diaries left behind by those who lived through the fateful struggle.




  Regardless of the reason, those of us who are interested in the Civil War find ourselves, almost inevitably, driven to visit the sites where the war occurred. There is something about the human condition that makes us seek out the places we have read about, to touch the artifacts or enter the buildings associated with that history.




  This book is about feeding that insatiable craving so many of us have to experience the Civil War. In these pages, we describe 150 things the reader can see or do to learn more about the war that pitted brother against brother and family against family. We recommend the reader visit such famous battlefields as Gettysburg and Vicksburg, hold a Civil War Minie ball, attend a reenactment, maybe even take a bite of Civil War hardtack.




  In some instances, you don't even need to leave the comfort of your own home. You can curl up with one of Pulitzer Prize–winning author Bruce Catton's many memorable books, browse an extensive collection of Civil War photographs on the Library of Congress website, or enjoy the movies Gone With the Wind and Glory from the comfort of your favorite sofa. Regardless of what you choose, be sure to have fun with it!




  For us at the Civil War Trust, we hope this book will also spark interest in preserving the hallowed battlegrounds where the Civil War occurred. As America enters the 150th anniversary of the conflict, many Civil War battlefields are on the verge of being lost forever. Some places, like Chantilly and Salem Church, are mere shadows of once extensive battlegrounds. You can learn more about these endangered battlegrounds by visiting our website at Civilwar.org.




  I encourage you to engage in as many of these 150 activities as possible. Enjoy them. Be inspired by them. Encourage a friend and family member to participate. And please help the Civil War Trust preserve the experience for future generations of Americans.




  Introduction




  One afternoon in 2009, a tree fell across the tracks and I was stuck on my commuter train for more than three hours. That's when this project began in earnest. After a brief conversation with the Civil War Trust's Jim Campi about doing a Civil War sesquicentennial book, I set out to create 150 “listings” of things people might do to commemorate the anniversary.




  But by the time the train started moving, I had already listed more than 340 essential activities. After another brainstorming session, the list had swollen to more than one thousand, and I realized it was necessary to split the project into a larger web-based piece and a book of more limited scope. The former includes one listing for each of the more than 1,400 days of the sesquicentennial, while the print edition you now hold in your hands underwent a most painful of editing processes. How could climbing Shy's Hill at Nashville or visiting the Manassas Museum be removed from a list of essential activities when they are, indeed, essential? Does not Fraley Field at Shiloh or Richmond's Hollywood Cemetery deserve its own listing? How could I include the death site of the Gallant Pelham while leaving off the death site of Turner Ashby? In the end, the task of winnowing the list down to just 150 proved to be frustrating and painful—frankly, it was all but impossible.




  I am, therefore, particularly aware that not everyone will agree with the content of the list. Blame me. My ultimate goal was to assemble 150 things that every Civil War enthusiast should do encompassing a topical and geographic variety that would appeal to an array of people, and I hope I succeeded. Although I have spent more than twenty years visiting Civil War sites, I found that I have only completed 131 of the 150 items. I have some work to do!




  For the real enthusiasts out there, we are thoroughly covering the complete range of to-do listings on our web-based piece and will highlight one listing each day on our website throughout the sesquicentennial. I encourage you to visit www.civilwar.org/list and begin working on the extended checklist.




  While I am eager to accept the responsibility for any omissions in this book, I am equally anxious to give credit to the many people who made this book possible. Without them, I doubt that it would have been completed at any point during the sesquicentennial, never mind in time for its outset. Civil War Trust intern Daniel Schwarz had the unenviable task of turning my initial thoughts into actual listings with descriptions. For months, he built out the initial list to include more than 1,200 listings. My Civil War Trust colleagues James Campi, Mary Koik, and Nicholas Redding all helped to build out, edit, and stylize the listings in short order. This was no small task; in some cases, trying to describe the essence of these places in eighty to two hundred words was as difficult as paring the list down to 150 in the first place. Tracey McIntyre, David Wiemer, Clayton Butler, and Katherine Stinson all helped with research, writing, and photo selection duties. Erin Weatherly had perhaps the most frustrating task of all—making maps of the sections when I didn't even know what I wanted on the maps. She was more patient than I would have been in her place, and her input made the maps far better. An advance thank you goes out to the Civil War Trust web team—Rob Shenk, Jim Drey, Wendy Woodford, and Doug Ullman—which has already begun helping with the larger To-Do List project. Bill Vodra, Ron Cogswell, Frank DeLuca, and Hal Jespersen all provided helpful comments that ultimately made the list better. My former colleagues at History Associates, under the direction of Civil War honcho Halley Fehner, made numerous key saves and suggestions right near the end. She was assisted by Robert Colby, Matthew Morrill, and Andrew Simpson.




  I sincerely thank the following for providing the lion's share of the photographs for this book: Civil War Trust, Library of Congress, National Archives, Rob Shenk, and Wikimedia Commons. I also used many of my own photographs. Other photographers’ credits accompany their photographs.




  From the first discussion of the book, the staff at Globe Pequot has shown great interest in this project. Katie Benoit, Steve Culpepper, and Kristen Mellitt, in particular, were enthusiastic partners in working with this Civil War nerd on a project so personal in nature. I also want to thank our partners in preservation without whom there would be none of these sites to visit in the first place.




  Lastly, my wife, Jennifer, has not only tolerated my very substantial Civil War obsession for more than a decade but also made helpful design-related comments along the way. She watched patiently as I put Civil War books next to our sons when they were less than two hours old and knows that they will be dragged to many of the sites in this book in the coming years. Her past and future understanding deserves my greatest gratitude.




  Garry Adelman


  Director of History and Education,


  Civil War Trust


  Washington, D.C.


  January 11, 2011
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  THE BASICS: BOOKS TO BULLETS





  The Civil War permeates American society in so many ways. More than 100 million people have Civil War ancestors; politicians revere and exploit its history with great frequency. Writers churn out more books on the Civil War than on any other American history topic.




  Although there are Civil War–related sites in most every state, most Americans do not live within 200 miles of a major Civil War battlefield. And when enthusiasts do make pilgrimages to Civil War sites, sometimes over significant distances, the experience can be heightened by covering the basics in advance. For many people, the eventual trip to Charleston, South Carolina, is far more important after having seen the movie Glory. For others, touring the sites of Union General Ulysses S. Grant's Overland Campaign will have deeper meaning after having read Bruce Catton's Grant Takes Command. When visiting the Shenandoah Valley, having donned a Civil War uniform and carried a gun for even just ten minutes will make people stand in awe of Confederate General Stonewall Jackson's “foot cavalry,” which marched more than 640 miles in forty-eight days in 1862. And standing on a battlefield such as that at Perryville, Kentucky, learning on that battlefield, and pondering what happened there is far more powerful if you were involved in its preservation.




  The time is now. Start checking these items off your Civil War 150 Checklist and your Civil War experiences, whatever these may be, will be more profound and more fun.




  




  HOLD A MINIE BALL IN YOUR HAND





  Why? Once you have felt a Minie ball in your hand, you can begin to get a sense of its devastating potential.




  Description: When you hold a Minie ball, you experience a visceral connection with the common Civil War soldier, who routinely loaded them into his rifled muskets in the heat of battle to fire at his fellow Americans. As the most common Civil War projectile, its destructive power is readily apparent. Feel the Minie ball, and imagine yourself on a battlefield with thousands of them flying around you. Go to a Civil War antique store or a Civil War battlefield bookstore to find one.
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  Holding a Minie ball in your hand, just once, can foster a better understanding of the war.




  




  DON A UNIFORM OR PERIOD DRESS





  Why? To take a walk in the shoes of Civil War participants.




  Description: You'll feel closer to and get a better understanding of any historical period by dressing as they did back then. And nothing distinguished the armies of North and South as did their uniforms: the Blue and the Gray. Assuming the look of a soldier or 1860s civilian will enable you to immerse yourself in their world and lose yourself in what many reenactors call the “period rush.” Contact a reenactment/historical unit in your area for information on obtaining uniforms or civilian dress. Try a loaner before you decide if this is something you want to invest in. Whether it's buying uniforms or making your own, reenactment groups are usually set up to help you do that. Often, groups will include one or two people who volunteer as seamstresses. For a small fee and purchase of the material, these helpful historical recreationists can have you dressing, and feeling, like it's 1861.
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  Whether soldier or civilian, there's much to be said for dressing for the part.




  




  TAKE A BITE OF HARDTACK





  Why? If you want an example of what the common soldier had to endure for sustenance during the Civil War, you have to bite and taste hardtack.




  Description: Hardtack is a simple type of cracker or biscuit, made from flour, water, and salt. Cheap to make, forever lasting, and easy to box and transport, it was not necessarily beloved by the troops. The easiest way for you to try hardtack is to find a recipe and cook some. Try it, but watch out for broken teeth—if it doesn't hurt at least a little, you didn't make it right! Once you've had a bite, imagine hardtack was the only thing available to eat for days, weeks, and even months at a time, and you may come closer to understanding another one of the hardships borne by the average Civil War soldier.




  [image: Hardtack from Atlanta, 1862 T. T. Wentworth, Jr. Collection The standard Army ration of bread was issued as hardback, which was supposed to have a longer sheif life than regular bread. The crackers were often so wormy that ders nicknamed them “worm castles.”]




  While most hardtack made today is far softer than its Civil War counterpart, you should still be careful taking a bite!




  




  GO TO A CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE MEETING





  Why? Expand your horizons about various Civil War subjects, and socialize with others who share your passion for the Civil War.




  Description: Most Civil War Round Tables, or CWRTs, meet on a monthly basis, and each meeting covers a different facet of Civil War study. Attend a meeting and you will not only learn new things about the Civil War, but you will come into contact with others who share your love and passion for the war. Civil War Round Tables exist in most major (and many minor) cities; the best way to find one near you is simply to do a search online. Round Table meetings feature a different keynote speaker every month and usually include announcements of local Civil War events or preservation and fundraising opportunities.




  




  

    WHY DO THIS STUFF?




    Why does the Civil War arouse such strong emotions in people? Why do we drive hundreds of miles or more to see battlefields, houses, museums, and other related Civil War sites? Why do we study Civil War battles and events in such detail? Why are we still stirred by these events that took place nearly 150 years ago? Why do we regard battlefields as hallowed ground?
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    Photo by Debra Pittenturf




    War, perhaps more than anything else people can do, brings forth the best and worst of human behavior. A battlefield can invoke a human encounter with life and death in a way that words or pictures cannot. Books, videos, and movies may fill in as noble substitutes, and are important tools to help us understand the Civil War. But there's nothing more powerful than the authenticity of the real thing. We stand awestruck at these places, as we try to learn what happened there, and we are moved in some way—whether saddened, angered, confused, uplifted, impassioned, or enriched.




    Today, thanks to the efforts of many, you still have the opportunity to walk upon battlefields at Manassas, Shiloh, Antietam, Gettysburg, Vicksburg, Fredericksburg, Chickamauga, and seemingly countless others. You can drive west of Petersburg and see where Grant accepted Lee's surrender. You can stand atop Lookout Mountain and ponder the impossibility of seizing the height. You can visit the room where President Lincoln breathed his last, and you can literally touch the same trees, rocks, and door handles while gazing up at the same sun, moon, and stars as the brave souls involved in the conflict so long ago. Call it a history lesson, call it time travel, call it whatever you'd like. In the end, doing, as opposed to simply learning, is deeply meaningful.
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  READ A BRUCE CATTON BOOK





  Why? You simply can't call yourself a real Civil War enthusiast without reading a Bruce Catton book.




  Description: Catton was a celebrated journalist and historian of the Civil War who won a 1954 Pulitzer Prize in the history category for A Stillness at Appomattox. The book is a compelling account of the final year of the Civil War. Specializing in character-based histories, Catton breathed life into sometimes-routine historical factoids. Shelby Foote is considered his closest rival in terms of pure storytelling ability, but in a prodigious line of Civil War historians, Catton is considered by many to be the greatest of all. His work has become required reading for all true Civil War aficionados.




  




  READ AND WATCH GONE WITH THE WIND





  Why? Gone with the Wind must be the most beloved Civil War novel of all time, and the movie remains the highest-grossing domestic film in U.S. history when adjusted for inflation.




  Description: Margaret Mitchell's Gone With the Wind, first published in May 1936, is one of the best-known American novels as well as a Pulitzer Prize winner. Her story is set in Georgia, during the Civil War and Reconstruction, and it follows the experiences of Scarlett O'Hara, the spoiled daughter of a wealthy plantation owner. The novel was the source for the 1939 movie of the same name, which featured legendary movie stars Clark Gable, Vivien Leigh, Leslie Howard, Olivia de Havilland, and Hattie McDaniel. Today, the movie still ranks as one of the greatest of all time. In addition, at more than three and a half hours it was the longest American sound film ever created at the time it was made. With the book and the movie, readers and viewers alike are transported to the Old South and see it swept away, gone with the wind.




  




  SEE THE MOVIE GLORY





  Why? Glory is among the best Civil War movies (if not the best ever made). Watching it, you will learn about the pivotal role that blacks played in helping to win the war for the Union.




  Description: Glory (1989) is based upon the experiences of Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, the twenty-five-year-old son of Boston abolitionists who volunteered to command the all-black 54th Regiment of the Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. The movie is based in part on the books Lay This Laurel by Lincoln Kirstein and One Gallant Rush by Peter Burchard. It also draws from Shaw's letters.




  The movie follows the story from the creation of the regiment through its training and early fighting, and culminates with its final assault on Fort Wagner near Charleston, South Carolina. The regiment's incredible bravery turned a terrible defeat into a symbolic victory that finally brought recognition to black soldiers and helped turn the tide of the war. Like all Civil War movies, there are some problems with historical details, but in general this film shows a greater deference to history than most. Furthermore, the movie offers fine performances from the likes of Matthew Broderick, Denzel Washington (who won the Oscar for Best Supporting Actor), Morgan Freeman, Cary Elwes, and Andre Braugher. Directed by Edward Zwick, it is an unforgettable drama.




  




  WATCH KEN BURNS’ MINISERIES THE CIVIL WAR





  Why? This series is arguably the best and most important Civil War documentary.




  Description: Ken Burns’ The Civil War first aired on PBS on five consecutive nights in 1990. Some forty million viewers watched it during the initial broadcast, which made it the most watched program ever shown on PBS. The importance of this documentary is significant yet immeasurable. Visitation at Civil War battlefields and memorial sites skyrocketed in the summer after its initial airing. The documentary was digitally remastered on the twelfth anniversary of its release, and a book that accompanies the documentary has also been released. The numerous mistakes in the series do little to detract from the vast amount of Civil War knowledge you will acquire by watching it. If you are a teacher, you will benefit from the time-coded descriptions that the PBS website offers of every topic covered in each episode, which allow you to teach a one- or two-day lesson around specific clips.




  




  PRESERVE A BATTLEFIELD





  Why? The chance to save these unique resources is rapidly disappearing and anyone passionate about the Civil War should take part in the fight to save hallowed ground.




  Description: Battlefields are part of our national heritage—scenes of struggle and sacrifice where American soldiers lost their lives. Preserving battlefields allows future generations to learn of the struggles of soldiers and appreciate the hard-won freedoms they enjoy. There are many other benefits as well. Understanding military campaigns and battles is crucial to comprehending the other aspects of the Civil War. In addition, preserved land can satisfy the insatiable craving for authenticity that books and movies (and most certainly developed land) simply cannot. The battlefields were there during the war and there is no substitute for standing there yourself. Visiting battlefields allows you to experience a visceral connection with the soldiers who fought and died there. Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, returning to the Gettysburg battlefield years after his regiment's heroic exploits, noted, “In great deeds, something abides. On great fields something stays. Forms change and pass; bodies disappear, but spirits linger.” Every visitor to a Civil War battlefield has experienced these feelings in one way or another.




  [image: BATTLE OF CEDAR CREEK OCTOBER 19 1864 CIRCLE TOUR General Philip Sheridan deleated General Jubal Eayly here for the third time in 30 days. Sheridan's pursuit of Confederates from Fisher's Hill halted at Mount Crawiord. On his return he encamped his three corps in this immediate area. Early followed the Federals, arriving at Fisher's Hill October 13. Scarcity of food and forage forced him to decide on attack or withdrawal. Early chose to take the offensive despite the odds. At 4:30 a.m. on the 19th. General J. B. Gordon began the Confederate attack. The sleeping Federals were cpmpletely surprised. By 10:30 a.m. Early had driven them beyond Middletown in rout. Sheridan was not with his troops when the battle began, but made a hasty ride from Winehester to reach the battlefield in the middle of the morning. Rallying his men, he repuised a Confederate thrust and launched a smashing counterattack at 4:30 p.m. which drove the Confederates from the field in diserder. The Valley remained thereafter under Federal control.]




  Battlefields face constant threats to their preservation, such as this adjacent mining operation at Cedar Creek. Photo by Larry Solvey




  Numerous organizations, including the Civil War Trust, help save battlefields. Visit the Trust's website, make a donation, or get involved!




  




  GET A KID INTERESTED IN THE CIVIL WAR





  Why? It is up to future generations to continue preserving Civil War battlefields in this country, and to keep the spirit and memory of that great struggle alive.




  Description: It's rewarding to foster interest among the young, and if it's about a subject you love, all the better! Family vacations, field trips, movies, books, and costumes (kids love the blue and gray caps) are just some of the interactive ways to introduce the Civil War to the younger generation. Every child is different, and you will have to find the best approach for the kids whom you know. They may not understand why you are taking them to Chickamauga now, but they will hopefully appreciate it in the future. Always remember that you are informing, and perhaps even inspiring, American's next generation.
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  Whether as a student, spectator, or participant, you have the ability to foster in young people a lifelong and rewarding passion for Civil War history.


  Photo by Jason Morrison




  




  TAKE A CIVIL WAR DRIVING TOUR





  Why? Gain a better geographical understanding of a Civil War campaign and spend some quality time with your family and friends in the process.




  Description: From our perspective, there are few better ways to spend time than by taking a Civil War driving tour. The “Civil War Trails” signage in several states can direct you to numerous driving tours that are each worth a try. Try Grant's Overland Campaign through Northern Virginia, or spend a day exploring the Civil War legacy of a specific town (Lynchburg, Richmond, Front Royal, Knoxville, Chattanooga, and Atlanta are just a few examples). These self-guided driving tours allow you to move at your own pace and stay longer at some stops without being left behind by a tour-bus driver. Driving tours also give you the opportunity to hop on or off the given route at different points at your convenience. As you tour, remember that Stonewall Jackson's Valley Campaign, Robert E. Lee's retreat to Appomattox, or General Sherman's advance through the Carolinas is infinitely more enjoyable to experience in your car than it ever was for the hard-marching troops.




  




  EXPERIENCE A REENACTMENT





  Why? You will see the smoke, hear the roar of cannon fire, smell the powder, and get a glimpse into the incredible spectacle that was a Civil War battle.




  Description: Good Civil War reenactments are carefully planned efforts to faithfully re-create the events of a particular battle or action. Engagements range from the extremely small, with only a handful of participants, to full scale, in which thousands participate. Go to a reenactment to see uniformed men marching stoutly in their lines, to hear commanders try to shout their orders above the cacophony of rifles and artillery being fired, and to comprehend the mass confusion of battle.




  Many people are visual learners, so by seeing a Civil War battle, people come away with a fuller understanding than they would have gained otherwise. Of course, no cannonballs are flying, no bullets are whizzing through the air, and no one is getting killed, but it nevertheless provides a real glimpse at what a Civil War battle might have looked like. Many reenactments also feature extensive encampments through which you can walk and interact with living historians between battles. Conduct an online search for locations and times of these events.
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  Small or large, a reenactment is something you must experience.


  Photo by Will Hart, courtesy of HISTORY™




  




  PICK UP A CANNONBALL OR SHELL





  Why? Once you've picked up a cannonball or shell, you will have a small idea of what soldiers must have felt every time one of these things was sent hurling their way.




  Description: You can find shells or cannonballs in several places—at antique stores, in museums, at the Civil War national parks, and on display at some Civil War reenactments. It's more than worthwhile to badger the antique dealer into letting you pick up a projectile. After you feel its weight, just imagine a host of these plowing or exploding through a line of soldiers.
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  Pick up a projectile, such as this ten-pound Confederate Parrot shell, and imagine it flying toward you and then exploding.




  




  FIRE A CIVIL WAR GUN





  Why? Without loading, firing, and being engulfed in the smoke from a Civil War rifle, you cannot fully understand a Civil War firefight.




  Description: Learning to load and fire a Civil War rifle is an eye-opening experience for anyone interested in what life was like for the average soldier. If a good soldier could fire three shots in a minute, then 57 seconds of every minute had to be spent furiously loading and reloading. This is fundamentally important to understanding what was asked of the average Civil War private. And once you see the smoke that just one of these rifles produces every time it is fired, you will better appreciate the very real problems that smoke caused on Civil War battlefields. Join a reenactment group, go to a reenactment, or participate in events such as those held at Pamplin Historical Park in Petersburg, Virginia, where you will be taught the nine-step firing procedure. Once you load and fire a rifle, feel the kick, and carry that heavy beast around for even thirty minutes, you can be assured that you will have a far better understanding of and appreciation for the principal instrument of the Civil War.
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