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FOREWORD BY ARIN MURPHY-HISCOCK

Astrology is the art of studying the position and movement of the planetary bodies in the sky and determining a connection between those movements and the events in our lives on Earth. Astrologers of the past held prestigious positions in temples and courts and were consulted by kings and emperors. Although now a less honored and certainly less visible practice in official life, consulting an astrologer is still undertaken today by many members of governments, both in North America and worldwide.

While modern scientific theories contradict those arguments stating that natural events may be a reflection of the motions in the heavens, the ancients did develop sophisticated civilizations based on the study and interpretation of the stars. Our secular calendar is still based on astrological observation. The days of the week are named after ancient gods and goddesses of cultures such as Norse, Greek, and Roman; they also lend their names to the planets of our solar system. Astrology is not an outdated or primitive practice. You can search for deeper meaning and explore the knowledge available to you by engaging in the art and science of astrology today.

Modern astrology goes much deeper than the necessarily superficial horoscopes seen on websites and in newspapers. With a little time and thought, you can acquire the basic knowledge necessary to interpret the position of the planets and apply that interpretation to your life, the lives of others, and even upcoming events. The snapshot of the heavens at the moment of birth offers a unique method of interpreting an individual’s personality and life path. Known as a natal, or birth, chart, this simple map becomes a key to understanding deep unconscious motivations and influences and can help you plan for upcoming events in your life.

The world of astrology is a distinct blend of mathematics and intuition; as such, it can often be overwhelming for a student seeking to know more. With Constance Stellas as your guide, you can be confident and at ease. She clearly sets out the information necessary for someone ready to learn about more than just their Sun sign. Terms such as ascendant and midheaven are clearly defined; concepts such as synastry and electional astrology are explained in a fashion easily understood by the new astrologer. How to Be an Astrologer also explores creative uses of astrology and introduces you to applications of astrological interpretation such as medical and mundane astrology.

With astrology, you can take the reins of your life firmly in your hands. By arming yourself with astrological knowledge and interpretation, you will no longer have to ride out desperate storms wondering when the seas will calm. The astrological interpretation of planetary positions can benefit those seeking counsel regarding any life event, big or small, including areas such as investment, career, relationships, and travel. With the knowledge contained within How to Be an Astrologer, you can become your own astrologer. Studying the stars is a rewarding way for you to examine the connections between Earth and sky—humanity and the cosmos—allowing you to dance with the stars to the music of the spheres.






INTRODUCTION

Welcome! How to Be an Astrologer invites you to join a four-thousand-year-old tradition that has fascinated and guided people throughout time, helping them to understand themselves better, answer questions about their life, and find love and happiness. Studying the divine art of astrology is a rich and mystical pursuit that combines logic and intuition. The left brain calculates and traces the physical motion of the planets and the patterns that influence a birth chart, while the right brain, the seat of intuition, tunes in to the rich metaphors and energies of a person’s chart.

A birth chart is a mathematical fact: It states where the planets were on the date, time, and place of a person’s birth. You can also calculate a chart for other events, like a beloved pet’s birth date or the “birth” of an airline flight, and this book will teach you how to read your chart or someone else’s chart. However, that’s only part of the astrological puzzle. You have probably seen email newsletters, Instagram accounts, and Twitter feeds that offer astrological forecasts. Though they may be fun to read, these interpretations are generic and computer-generated. With the wisdom in this book, you’ll discover how to understand events and trends in your own life so you get a deeper and more personalized sense of what’s to come.

In ancient times, astrology was frequently used to protect leaders from ill-advised wars or subversive elements. Few of you will encounter dire situations such as those, but you can still use the astrological predictive techniques in this book to determine the best time to schedule a wedding, make financial investments, or consider a career change. How to Be an Astrologer offers guidance both for making decisions about your own life and for helping someone else with their choices.

Predictive astrology is fascinating but can be tricky. For example, you might want to use your astrological knowledge to determine whether or not you will get a job for which you’ve applied. Astrology can help you predict the likelihood of getting the job—but whether you enjoy the job, whether it will pay well, or whether it will be permanent are other matters. A more fruitful approach to predictive astrology is to learn to read the astrological currents. You can then understand the overall energy of a particular time without setting firm expectations.

Knowing more about astrology can also improve your relationships. How to Be an Astrologer will teach you techniques for quickly assessing the compatibility and pitfalls of any romance, friendship, or working relationship. Once you have learned these techniques, the later chapters of How to Be an Astrologer will introduce you to specialized interpretations for astrology, such as understanding karmic influences, critical degrees, and fixed and benevolent stars.

The planets and stars do not determine events; they simply offer you likely outcomes. However, you have free will and the power to change. Discerning which events or courses of action are meant to be—and which can be changed—takes wisdom, experience, and knowledge. The more you learn about astrology, the better equipped you will be to figure out whether fate is pointing a finger in a helpful direction or whether there are actions that you should be avoiding. After reading this book, you will have begun a lifelong dialogue between yourself and the planets that can clarify and grace your life.





HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Throughout How to Be an Astrologer, I will assume that you have access to your chart, and an astrology software program for more advanced techniques. I have given simple instructions for all the techniques I describe. I recommend using Win*Star 6.0 or Kepler 8.0 (available from www.astrologysoftware.com) or Solar Fire V9 (from www.alabe.com) as good software choices. You can also use a free astrological website, such as Astrodienst, to calculate your basic natal chart and do chart comparisons. You can access this site by going to www.astro.com. It can do basic chart calculations and store your results.

You’ll find a blank chart at the back of this book you can use as a template. You’ll also find sample charts in the back of the book that are referred to in the text. Although these example charts are from people born years ago, this in no way means that the astrological analysis is outdated in any way. Astrology is all about cycles and how the planets move throughout time. We have to consider the society in which a person is born, but the analysis and chart comparison outlines principles of how the planets work together. Studying charts from all eras is fascinating and will enrich your astrological knowledge.

More experienced astrologers will notice that I place more emphasis on aspect patterns instead of strictly observing the common rules for orbs. This is a result of my years of astrological practice and personal experience. I feel that it is important to understand that the rules give us a place from which to start—but should not be rigidly adhered to. After all, astrology is an art of interpretation as well as calculation. I do not believe in strict mathematical precision for all parts of astrology. Creative thinking is an essential part of the process of learning and practicing astrology. It is more important to me to communicate a way of looking at the astrological world that takes into account fluidity, subtlety, feelings, and interpretive skill rather than simply accumulating mathematical facts. The Internet offers accurate calculations, but does not give a seeker the feeling or intuition to integrate all of the rich possibilities that astrology has offered people for more than four thousand years.

Astrology can inform you about planetary cycles that define major life changes. If you think about the planets as circles within circles, you can see that daily life concerns a small circle of planetary motion through the signs. For this information, we examine the small circle containing the Sun, the Moon, Mercury, Venus, and Mars. The second, larger circle encompasses Jupiter and Saturn. These two planets tell us about the principles of expansion and contraction in our lives. The outer planets—or Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto—form the largest circle, and their motion through an individual’s chart describes and informs generational concerns as well as major transformative periods of life.

Astrology also provides a cosmic blueprint of your past lives, as we have lived many times before. Sometimes there is no explanation for an event, an illness, an attraction to a person, or extraordinary luck when you look at the transits or major planetary life cycles. You should then examine your chart to see if there is a past-life influence that is dominating the chart. You will learn to look for clues to interpret how past-life influences help or hinder the current lifetime.

These tools and techniques will empower you to learn more about yourself than you thought possible. Enjoy!
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CHAPTER ONE COSMIC INGREDIENTS
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An astrological chart is a map of exactly where the planets were at the specific date, time, and place a person was born. These positions are objective and mathematical, so anyone who is calculating an individual’s chart would arrive at the same information. This book assumes that you know the basics of obtaining astrological information and the meaning of the astrological symbols, signs, and planets. It also assumes you are using an astrological software program to make charts (although keep in mind that, even if today’s students may not know how to hand-calculate a chart, it’s still a great skill to have to understand spatially how the planets move).

A chart is essentially a cosmic recipe that outlines the ingredients that go into making each individual or moment in time. In a chart, you can see how all those ingredients are working or not working together and what to do when they are not. No matter what kind of chart you are calculating, the basic components remain the same: the planets, signs, houses, and elements. In this chapter, we’ll review the basic ingredients and then move on to more advanced and sophisticated techniques.

THE PLANETS

In ancient times, there were five planets that astrologers could identify and observe in addition to the “lights,” that is, the Sun and Moon. The farthest known planet was Saturn, or Chronos in Greek.

In ancient times, the planets were characterized by different attributes that delineated their natures and aided astrologers in interpreting what the planets’ positions in a chart meant. Certain planets were considered benefic and others malefic. Most basically, the benefic planets were fortunate and denoted ease, and the malefic planets were unfortunate and indicated struggle. Venus is called the lesser benefic and Jupiter the greater benefic. Mars and Saturn are the lesser and greater malefics, respectively. Since astrology was used in ancient times almost exclusively as a predictive art, it was prone to more black-and-white interpretations than we use today. The terms benefic and malefic are still used, but it is more helpful to read the planets in terms of the energies they represent.

Saturn and Mars are malefic, but that does not begin to describe the quality of experience that either of these planets brings. Look further and see how this energy is operating. Jupiter, our jovial benefic, can signify extravagance and waste as well as generosity, while Saturn, the greater malefic, can encourage brilliant planning and structure. Saturn also can mean delay, frustration, and lack of fruition. Astrology is a subtle art, and thinking only in terms of good and bad will limit your understanding of the riches that astrology has to offer. The ancient astrologers also characterized the planets as dry or moist and cold, hot, or warm. This characterization delineated individual temperament as well as weather conditions.

Planets are also considered masculine or feminine. As those words are undergoing dramatic changes in contemporary society, I believe the Chinese words yin and yang are more appropriate. The yin (feminine) signs are receptive, yielding, and introverted; the yang (masculine) signs are assertive, active, and extroverted. In keeping with the yang or yin nature of the signs, in this book I refer to yang signs as he and yin signs as she.

    MERCURY [image: MERCURY]


Mercury, or Hermes in Greek mythology, was the messenger god. The planet Mercury is the closest to the Sun, moves swiftly, and completes a tour of all the zodiacal signs in one year. Mercury is both dry and moist, and it was sometimes considered an androgynous planet. Mercury is neither benefic nor malefic; he is the intermediary who brings and takes messages. If you have seen the statue of Hermes with his winged feet, you will understand the meaning of this planet. Mercury tells us how a person communicates.

    
VENUS [image: VENUS]


Venus, or Aphrodite in Greek mythology, was the goddess of love. Her planet, Venus, is warm, moist, and decidedly yin. Venus is called the lesser benefic as she denotes pleasure, good times, and affection. Her orbit through the zodiac takes 255 days, and she spends about four weeks in each sign. Venus, as the morning and evening star, is visible to the naked eye. Venus in a chart shows where and how a person experiences pleasure.

    MARS [image: MARS]


Mars, which has been called the “red planet” since ancient times, is hot and fiery. In ancient Greece, the god and planet were named Ares; and in both Greek and Roman mythology, he was the god of war. Mars is called the lesser malefic; his influence is challenging, but he also brings great energy and passion. The energy is yang. Mars takes 687 days to travel through the zodiac and stays in each sign for six to eight weeks. Mars symbolizes passion, sexual energy, and assertiveness. These planetary principles have nothing to do with sexual preference. Rather, they connote the way a person expresses his or her yang and yin energy.

    JUPITER [image: JUPITER]


Jupiter is the largest planet in the solar system. The planet is yang, warm, and moist. Jupiter, also known as Jove in Roman mythology or Zeus in Greek mythology, represents the principle of expansion and generosity. Jupiter stays in a zodiacal sign for about one year and takes about twelve years to pass through all the zodiacal signs. Jupiter is called the greater benefic as he denotes luck, fruition, and justice. Since Jupiter moves more slowly than the luminaries and personal planets, his character influences a wider group of people. Therefore, Jupiter pertains to the interrelationship between an individual and society. Together with Saturn, Jupiter is called a transpersonal (or impersonal or nonpersonal) planet. On the Internet you may see other descriptions for Jupiter and Saturn, but classically they have been designated as the transpersonal planets.

    
SATURN [image: SATURN]


Saturn was the farthest planet known to the naked eye until advances in the telescope led to the discovery of Uranus in 1781. Saturn, or Chronos in Greek mythology, has many images, such as the ancient image of Father Time with his scythe.

Saturn is yang, cold, and dry. Saturn is called the greater malefic, and many students of astrology shudder when Saturn forms difficult aspects in their charts. Saturn is larger than Mars (the lesser malefic) and is a slower-moving planet and therefore influences a chart for a longer period of time. Saturn is also called the greater malefic because the planet’s effects on a chart are usually deeper and more serious than those of Mars. Although Saturn’s influence may not always be cheery, it is always necessary to bring about personal growth. Saturn stays in a zodiacal sign for approximately two and a half years. When you study transits and larger planetary cycles, you will see that it is Saturn’s motion that describes some of the major turning points of life. Saturn provides structure and limitation but also shows how you can create your life within these parameters.

    URANUS [image: URANUS]


Uranus, the planet of rebellion, was predicted many years before its discovery in 1781. It is the first of the outer planets. Uranus stays in a sign for seven years. Because Uranus stays in each sign for such a long period of time, it identifies people born within a seven-year period and gives a particular character to this group of people. The planet is cold, moist, and yang. Uranus’s very nature is exciting and disruptive; older texts refer to the planet as “the awakener.” It is the “out of the blue” planet. Although Uranus is a malefic planet, it makes more sense to interpret the planet’s effect as surprising and uncontrollable. Sometimes the surprises are positive, such as an unexpected love affair; other times they can be challenging, such as an accident. In any case, in a chart, Uranus shows where to expect the unexpected.

    
NEPTUNE [image: NEPTUNE]


Neptune is the planet of spiritual love, ideals, and the imagination. The planet is also associated with illusion, foggy impressions, and subtle energies. Neptune, or Poseidon in Greek mythology, ruled the seas and all sailors prayed to Poseidon that they would reach land safely. When a person feels “lost at sea” with confusion and too many feelings, Neptune may be strong in the chart. Discovered in 1846, Neptune was thought to be the last planet in the solar system. It is yin, warm, and considered moist by some, dry by others. Neptune stays in a zodiacal sign for fourteen years, so the planet characterizes a generation of people. Neptune’s zodiacal position can define the highest ideals of a generation and the illusions that sometimes prevent their realization.

    PLUTO [image: PLUTO]


Pluto, discovered in 1930, is the last known planet of our solar system. Due to the effects of Pluto’s eccentric orbit (it orbits at an elongated ellipse and on a more inclined plane than the other planets), astronomers posited that there must be another planet after Neptune, but there was no proof until Clyde Tombaugh, following research and a prediction by Percival Lowell, discovered Pluto and announced his findings on March 13, 1930. The name Pluto came from Roman mythology as the name of the Lord of the Underworld. Although it’s now considered a dwarf planet, there is nothing small about Pluto’s power in a chart.

Data is still being collected to see how Pluto influences life. Due to the irregularity of Pluto’s orbit, he spends varying amounts of time in each sign. For example, Pluto was in Leo for eighteen years (from June 1939 to August 1957), then in Virgo for fourteen years, and in Libra for twelve years. In addition to his significance in personal charts, Pluto is the major defining planet of each generation. Pluto rules the masses, and since he can remain in one sign for a longer period of time than Uranus or Neptune, his influence is more extensive. By the very energies that Pluto represents, he signifies what the collective values are. Pluto pertains to the use and abuse of power. In a personal chart, Pluto shows where deep transformation and psychological growth occur.

The planets tell us what energies or principles are active in a chart. The Sun, Moon, and signs, which we will consider next, tell us how these energies manifest in a chart.

    THE SUN [image: THE SUN]


The Sun and the Moon are not considered planets and are usually referred to as “the lights” or luminaries. In occult philosophy, the Sun and the Moon indicate the beginning of spiritual consciousness. The Sun is the male representation of the conscious ego.

The Sun’s movement through the zodiacal signs is connected to the seasons of the year and gives the major astrological tone to each month. We begin the astrological year at the spring equinox, when the Sun is at 00 degrees of Aries. In Greek mythology, the Sun god Apollo drove his fiery chariot through the heavens to provide light and warmth to humanity. The Sun is yang energy; it was termed hot and dry by ancient astrologers. It is considered a benefic planet, representing men in general as well as the father role. The passage of the Sun through the zodiac takes 3651/4 days and forms our present-day calendar. The Sun in a natal chart shows how a person’s personality shines.

    THE MOON [image: THE MOON]


The Moon is a feminine, or yin, light. She is the female representation of reflected feeling and emotional nurturing. She is cold and moist. Her cycle takes approximately twenty-nine days, and all liquids on Earth are influenced by the Moon’s motion. The Moon remains in a zodiac sign for approximately two and a half days. She is the swiftest moving light. The Moon is considered neither benefic nor malefic, because she reflects feelings from moment to moment. The Moon also represents women in general as well as the mothering role. The phases of the Moon govern the ebb and flow of not only the tides but the currents of emotion affecting everyone. The Moon shows how a person reacts and feels.


THE SIGNS AND THEIR ELEMENTS

There are twelve zodiacal signs. The astrological year begins with Aries, the Ram, and concludes with Pisces, the Fish. Each sign, in addition to having its own nature, is ruled by a planet, an element, the triplicities, and the quadruplicities:


	The four elements are fire, earth, air, and water.

	The triplicities are composed of three signs in each element:

	Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius form the fire triplicity.

	Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn form the earth triplicity.

	Gemini, Libra, and Aquarius form the air triplicity.

	Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces form the water triplicity.





	The quadruplicities consist of four signs in three descriptive modes: cardinal, fixed, and mutable.

	The start of spring, summer, fall, and winter describes the cardinal nature of the signs of Aries, Cancer, Libra, and Capricorn.

	The months when each season is well established characterize the fixed signs: Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, and Aquarius.

	The months in which the seasons change characterize the mutable signs: Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, and Pisces.







When considering the zodiacal signs, the elements will tell you immediately what “language” each sign speaks:


	The fire signs are energetic and inspirational.

	The earth signs are practical and concrete.

	The air signs are communicative and intellectual.

	The water signs are emotional and sensitive.



The quadruplicities tell you how the signs express their basic natures:


	The cardinal signs initiate activity. They are, after all, the first signs of each season.

	The fixed signs establish and maintain activity; each season is well established when the fixed signs dominate.

	
The mutable signs change according to what is needed in any endeavor. Mutability and flexibility are their major characteristics. In each season, the mutable signs are the harbinger of what is to come.



With these characteristics in mind, let’s take a brief look at each of the twelve signs.

    ARIES [image: ARIES] (MARCH 21–APRIL 19)

Aries is a cardinal fire sign. This is a yang sign, ruled by Mars. The part of the body ruled by Aries is the face and head. Frequently, Aries have very pronounced brows that resemble their symbol, the Ram. Aries love to butt heads with life, assert their individuality, and campaign for justice and social causes.

The Aries personality can provide the spark for launching any project into activity. He has energy to burn and frequently is a leader. It is usually a good idea for Aries to engage in a dynamic sport or physical activity as a way to channel his energy. In his zeal for activity, Aries can launch too many projects and fail to complete them. When his energy is harnessed, he can be a pioneer and inspirational leader.

    TAURUS [image: TAURUS] (APRIL 20–MAY 20)

The second sign of the zodiac is a fixed earth sign. The sign is yin and ruled by Venus. In the body, Taurus rules the throat, neck, and ears. Taurus’s symbol is the Bull. Taureans are usually placid and content, but when they are provoked, their tempers can blow the roof off. An outburst may not happen often, but when it does, it is a doozy. Taurus is practical and concerned with security and accumulating possessions. Building projects concretely is Taurus’s greatest talent.

Taurus is a sensual sign and has exquisite senses of touch and smell. Taureans can become set in their ways and bogged down with security needs. Keeping the body flexible is one way for Taurus to avoid mental and physical rigidity.

    
GEMINI [image: GEMINI] (MAY 21–JUNE 20)

Gemini is the third sign of the zodiac. It is mutable, air, and yang in nature, although some would describe Gemini as androgynous. Ruled by Mercury, his symbol is the Twins (Castor and Pollux).

The hallmarks of the Gemini personality are mental agility and the ability to communicate. Geminis can investigate and research a variety of subjects at once. “Do two” is their motto, and they are not happy with any kind of routine in work, love, or play. The lungs, respiratory system, and hands are the body parts ruled by Gemini. Versatile Gemini’s greatest challenge is to focus and concentrate the mind so he does not get lost in a mental whirl, which leaves him exhausted. The best practice for Gemini is deep rhythmic breathing. This will help calm and focus the mind.

    CANCER [image: CANCER] (JUNE 21–JULY 22)

Cancer is a cardinal water sign, and the fourth sign of the zodiac. A yin sign, Cancer is ruled by the Moon. Her personality and feelings shift with the Moon’s motion through the signs. Cancer is thin-skinned and feels everything keenly. There is no such thing as an impersonal remark or relationship. Cancerians’ feelings can be overwhelming, and they must cultivate objectivity.

Cancer’s symbol is the Crab, who carries her protective shell or home on her back. A crab also walks backward and forward, testing the waters toward its goal; this tentative movement also gives Cancer the security to feel confident enough to proceed. The breasts and stomach are the areas of the body ruled by Cancer. Both male and female Cancerians are nurturing and maternal. Cancerians can ferociously defend home and country, and love to be surrounded by family.

    
LEO [image: LEO] (JULY 23–AUGUST 22)

Leo is a fixed fire sign and the fifth sign of the zodiac. He is ruled by the Sun and is yang. The heart and spine are the parts of the body ruled by Leo. Leo’s symbol is the Lion, king of the jungle. When Leo feels he has enough attention, there is no sign more generous. Leo always commands attention and has abundant energy. He is the most vital sign of the zodiac.

Where Cancer represents the maternal instinct, Leo represents the traditional paternal instinct. He is the leader of the household, spreading joy and protection to those under his care. His courage in defense of his kingdom is formidable. When Leo feels as though he’s not the center of attention, his hidden side appears as insecurity. If his immature ego drives his personality, there are difficulties. But when Leo can cooperate and share his enthusiasm and fire with others, he shines.

    VIRGO [image: VIRGO] (AUGUST 23–SEPTEMBER 22)

Virgo is a mutable earth sign. She is yin and the sixth sign of the zodiac. Virgo is the second sign ruled by Mercury. Gemini, an air sign, represents Mercury’s rapid ability to accumulate knowledge; Virgo, as an earth sign, represents the earthy dimension of Mercury’s ability to analyze and categorize knowledge. In the body, Virgo represents the intestines and all assimilative processes. Virgo usually has a very sensitive physical system, and if Virgo becomes ill, it is sometimes from nervous tension.

Virgo’s symbol is the Maiden gathering the harvest. She is pure, and Virgo quests for perfection throughout life. The important word here is quest. If Virgo reaches perfection, there is nothing left to do! The quest keeps Virgo occupied and relieved of the burden of self-criticism. Virgos also like to serve and be helpful. They enjoy working and making life, projects, or their minds tidy. There are some disorganized Virgos, but they almost always have an innate sense of order, even if it is indiscernible to others. Virgo’s greatest challenge is to allow creativity and happiness to flow without constant comment and negative criticism.

    
LIBRA [image: LIBRA] (SEPTEMBER 23–OCTOBER 22)

Libra is a cardinal air sign. The seventh sign of the zodiac, he is yang. Libra is the second sign to be ruled by Venus. Venus as Taurus’s ruler describes and emphasizes the earthy, sensual side of pleasure and aesthetics. In Libra, Venus emphasizes pleasure in relationships and communication. Venus as Libra’s ruler denotes love, romance, and marriage. In the body, Libra rules the kidneys and adrenal glands.

The first six signs of the zodiac represent the development of a personality. When we reach Libra, the sign of relationships, we are at the pivotal point between the individual and the individual in relationship with others. It is interesting that Libra’s symbol, the Scales, is the only inanimate symbol of the zodiac. There is an abstract quality to many Libras, as they constantly weigh the justice or rightness of their thoughts, feelings, and actions. This constant need to balance life frequently means that Libra goes from one extreme to the other, but it is all in search of harmony and balance. Libra seeks to please others and instinctively knows what is required in any social situation. It is more difficult for Libra to locate his own feelings and responses. The famous Libran indecision is merely an attempt to look at all sides of the question and balance the equation. Libra, as the sign of partnership and marriage, constantly seeks harmony between himself and others. Though it may be a daunting task for him at times, Libra must first understand his own feelings.

    SCORPIO [image: SCORPIO] (OCTOBER 23–NOVEMBER 21)

Scorpio is a fixed water sign. The sign is yin and the eighth sign of the zodiac. Until the discovery of Pluto in 1930, Mars was the sole ruler of Scorpio. Since then, Pluto has joined Mars in ruling Scorpio. In the body, Scorpio rules the sexual organs and all eliminative functions.

Scorpio is the strongest sign of the zodiac because of the amount of power she can harness and creatively express through creation. The choice to use creativity for good or ill is a challenge for most Scorpios. The sign has three symbols, which describe Scorpios at different levels of development: the Scorpion, the Eagle, and the Phoenix. The Scorpion would rather sting itself to death than forgo the pleasure of the sting. This represents the unevolved Scorpio who can be stuck in a cycle of self-destructiveness. The Eagle represents the soaring spirit who travels close to the Sun and is a fierce hunter. These Scorpios are learning to use their power creatively without controlling people. Lastly, the Phoenix re-creates itself from its own ashes. The Phoenix characterizes Scorpio’s interest in life-transforming experiences that move the soul forward. Scorpios have the ability to transform the darkness in their own souls into light and to help others do the same. The sign loves hidden matters and may be very quiet, but you will always feel Scorpio’s presence.

    SAGITTARIUS [image: SAGITTARIUS] (NOVEMBER 22–DECEMBER 21)

Sagittarius is a mutable fire sign. Sagittarius is the ninth sign of the zodiac, yang, and a sign ruled by Jupiter. The areas of the body ruled by Sagittarius are the hips and thighs. His symbol is the Centaur, the half human and half horse who, with his bow, aims his arrows high into the world of ideas.

There are two types of Sagittarian personalities:


	The first is the extroverted, happy-go-lucky gambler who can be superficial but charmingly cheerful and engaging. These people need space to roam and cannot be fenced in.

	The second type begins to emerge in midlife. At this time, many Sagittarians begin to be interested in philosophy and to consider the big questions of life. Sagittarians rarely brood; they enjoy inquiring about the roots of spiritual development.



As the last sign in the fire triplicity, Sagittarius has the characteristic energy and enthusiasm of all the fire signs. Here, the energy is concentrated and geared toward understanding, wisdom, and personal values. The greatest challenge for Sagittarius is to moderate his bluntness and take others’ feelings into consideration.

    
CAPRICORN [image: CAPRICORN] (DECEMBER 22–JANUARY 19)

Capricorn is a cardinal earth sign, ruled by the planet Saturn. She is yin and the tenth sign of the zodiac. The knees and entire skeletal structure are under Capricorn’s dominion. In Roman mythology, Saturn—or the Greek god Chronos—fled Mount Olympus and went to Italy where his rule initiated a golden age, a time when people lived in perfect harmony. At the Roman feast of Saturnalia held every winter, no war could be declared; slaves and masters ate at the same table and people gave each other gifts.

A goat traveling sure-footedly up a mountain is an appropriate symbol for Capricorn. The way may be rocky and hard, but Capricorn will get to where she is going. The astrological glyph that denotes Capricorn is actually a mythical creature called the Sea Goat (encompassing the earthy goat who climbs and a sea creature that lives in the fluid realms of spirituality). Capricorn enjoys the maturity and knowledge that comes with age and development. Capricorns always set goals and, as earth signs, are concerned with creating concrete structure in the world. As the final earth sign in the earth triplicity, Capricorn’s aspirations also can be spiritual in nature. Capricorn’s greatest challenge is to flow with life rather than worry obsessively.

    AQUARIUS [image: AQUARIUS] (JANUARY 20–FEBRUARY 18)

Aquarius is a fixed air sign. He is the eleventh sign of the zodiac and yang in nature. In the body, Aquarius rules the ankles, circulation, and the nervous system. The sign has two rulers. In ancient times, his ruler was Saturn; however, since the discovery of Uranus, many Aquarians exhibit traits more consistent with the unexpected energy of Uranus. If you examine the chart, you will see whether the individual leans toward a more conservative status-quo personality characterized by Saturn, or the surprising, unpredictable personality of Uranus.

Aquarius’s symbol is a youth pouring water from a large vase (the Water Bearer). This is frequently confusing, because some students think Aquarius’s element is water. Remember, Aquarius is an air sign: a sign of mental pioneering, not of emotions, because the water the youth pours represents knowledge for humanity. Aquarius, the sign of rugged individualism and even eccentricity, uses his knowledge to benefit society at large. He is the inventor who serves the collective. Lest you conclude that Aquarius is self-sacrificing, remember that, as a fixed sign, Aquarius is interested in power. Aquarians are mindful of actions that are for the good of humanity, but are also very interested in exercising their own personal power and will. Aquarius’s challenge is to recognize that many people operate emotionally rather than reasonably.

    PISCES [image: PISCES] (FEBRUARY 19–MARCH 20)

Pisces is a mutable water sign. She is yin, and the twelfth and final sign of the zodiac. Aries represents the spark that launches a soul into matter; Pisces represents the completion of the journey. Pisces—symbolized by the Fish—describes the return of the personality to the waters of the unconsciousness. The two fish are tied together; one is above the water, participating in life, and the other is hidden under the sea.

The Piscean personality may be unfathomable to others, or even to themselves, but such are the depths of their imagination, creativity, and dreams. Feeling the pain of the world can lead to a tendency toward escapism, and all Pisceans need to spend time in retreat to regenerate themselves. Before the discovery of Neptune, Jupiter ruled Pisces. Now we associate Pisces with Neptune, and the gaseous swirl of Neptune fits the sensitive, sometimes dreamy nature of Pisces. Pisces rules the feet; she must keep her feet on the ground if she is to make her dreams come true. Physically sensitive, Pisceans are usually musical and have compassion for all creatures. A relaxing bath, a trip to a hot tub, or a mental health day spent in bed are the best ways for Pisces to maintain her vitality.


THE TWELVE HOUSES

Now that we have looked briefly at all the signs and planets, we have learned what is operating in the chart (the planets) and how they are operating (the signs). Next, we look at where these energies are happening. For this information, we turn to the twelve houses in the chart. The houses delineate areas of life that tell us how to apply the meanings of the planets and signs.

The best way to learn what each house signifies is to consider the Aries, or natural, wheel. The natural wheel follows the season order of the zodiac: It begins with Aries and finishes with Pisces. An Aries wheel places the Sun’s position at the vernal equinox, which is 00 degrees Aries, in the ascendant position, which is the First House cusp. The ascendant is the position of the chart that orders the house cusps around the chart. All the signs follow around the wheel in their natural order. This format establishes Aries as the ruler of the First House; Taurus, the Second; Gemini, the Third; Cancer, the Fourth; Leo, the Fifth; Virgo, the Sixth; Libra, the Seventh; Scorpio, the Eighth; Sagittarius, the Ninth; Capricorn, the Tenth; Aquarius, the Eleventh; and Pisces, the Twelfth. When you cast an individual natal chart, the sign on the ascendant will vary. For the purposes of reviewing the meaning of each house, keep the natural sign in mind, because it will inform you of the matters that each house concerns. The ruler of a house is both the sign and planet indicated on that house cusp (a house cusp is the degree that shows where the house starts). In the Aries wheel, the sign ruling the First House is Aries, and the ruling planet is Mars.

The areas of life governed by each house may at times seem confusing. Why should friendship be linked with goals and wishes in the Eleventh House, for example? If you look at the meaning of the natural signs ruling each house, you will find that each one is like a poem describing specific qualities of that house. Astrology is not a mathematical science; it is an interpretive art. As you familiarize yourself with the houses, you will get a feeling for all the areas of life relevant to that house. Keeping this in mind, it is time to look at the twelve houses.


THE FIRST HOUSE

Aries is the sign of the first spark of life and begins the natural wheel. The First House’s element is fire, and Mars is the ruling planet. This house describes the way a person appears and is perceived by others. The First House is an angular house, meaning it is a place of action and strength. It is the strongest of the four angular houses. When a planet falls in the First House, it will have a very strong influence on a person’s life. All the angular houses (1, 4, 7, and 10) in the natural Aries wheel correspond to the cardinal signs. When you want to know where the action is in a chart, look to the houses ruled by these signs.

THE SECOND HOUSE

Taurus is the natural ruler of the Second House. It is an earth house ruled by Venus. This house rules money, a person’s movable possessions, and all matters of economy or spending. The Second House shows a person’s strongest desires in determining his or her lifestyle. This house’s location is called succedent; it is not as strong as the angular houses. The succedent houses (2, 5, 8, and 11) are all ruled by the fixed signs.

THE THIRD HOUSE

Gemini is the natural ruler of the Third House. It is an air house ruled by Mercury. The Third House tells us about the mind’s power to communicate and synthesize knowledge. It also governs siblings and near-blood relations other than parents. Short journeys, one’s neighborhood, neighbors, and acquaintances also fall under the domain of the Third House. It is known as a cadent house. The cadent houses (3, 6, 9, and 12) are ruled by the mutable signs. While they are the most flexible and service-oriented houses, they remain the least dominant houses in a chart.

THE FOURTH HOUSE

Cancer is the natural ruler of the Fourth House. It is an angular water house ruled by the Moon. The Fourth House rules the home, one’s roots and foundation, and all domestic matters. This house also concerns real estate and land as opposed to movable possessions symbolized by the Second House. The Fourth House also rules one of the parents. There is controversy over whether it rules the mother or the father. The rulership of Cancer leads us to believe that it would be the mother and that the father would be shown by the opposite Tenth House, ruled by Capricorn. Capricorn can describe a conservative personality and teacher in the ways of the world, which corresponds to the traditional image of a father. However, many people have very maternal, nurturing fathers and/or career-driven mothers, so traditional definitions are not applicable. This is where the interpretive art of astrology comes into play. The best rule is to try and assess which parent had the dominant influence and to consider the signs ruling the Fourth and Tenth houses in a natal chart to give you information about the childhood home. The Fourth House is also called the nadir of the chart, and it represents where we find ourselves at the end of life.

THE FIFTH HOUSE

The Fifth House is ruled by Leo. It is a succedent fire house ruled by the Sun. The Fifth House rules creative and procreative urges. It is the house of pleasure, romantic love, speculative income, gambling, and children. All manners of artistic endeavors fall under the Fifth House. Love affairs, not marriage, are Fifth House subjects. The sign of Leo rules the heart, and the Fifth House concerns all matters of the creative heart. It might seem a little peculiar to lump together stock speculation and children, but both of these activities are slightly uncontrollable and arise from a creative, pleasurable impulse. The Fifth House also rules drama and the desire to express one’s feelings.
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