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TO THE WOMEN

WHO HAVE

WALKED WITH ME

THROUGH

GREENWICH VILLAGE.

WASHINGTON

AND LIFE—

Hanna Altman

Sunny Aurelio

Jean Boudin

Ruth Caplin

Kitty Gillman

Liz Hersh

Phyllis Hersh

Ellie Horwitz

Silvia Koner

Leslie Oberdorfer

Sally Pitofsky

Shay Rieger

Barbara Rosenfeld

Lee Schorr

Judy Tolmach Silber
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VILLAGE LIFE
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THE BREAK


So I told my parents:

No I do not believe in free love.

And yes I will be home for Sunday dinners.

And no I do not approve of marijuana.

And yes I will still take showers daily.

And no I will not turn out like my cousin Ethel.

(I think she is living with a married man in Tulsa.)

And yes I will get a police lock.

And eat a good breakfast every morning.

And only talk to men I am introduced to.

So they said:

If I must be independent

And make it hard for them to sleep nights.

I might as well do it in Greenwich Village.

Which at least isn’t far from Irvington, New Jersey.
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THE APARTMENT


Fifth-floor floor-through,

no elevator.

Rear garden with fountain,

no access.

Good-looking landlord,

four children.

But:

The fireplace works.

Norman Mailer once attended a party on the second floor.

And Sheridan Square is just two blocks away.

Which is why I decided that:

It is not hard to wash dishes in a tub.

Roaches can be fun.

Falling plaster lends a certain charm.

And two hundred and ten dollars a month

Is a worthwhile investment for:

three beards

one dancer

one actress working as a waitress

one painter

one copywriter gathering material for a caustic denunciation of

Madison Avenue

one dentist taking philosophy courses at the New School

and

one insurance salesman

(maybe he’ll move).
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THE JOB


With all I know about Mr. D. H. Lawrence,

I visualized something literary.

Something full of pipe smoke and good English tweeds.

Where editors were stunned by my perception.

And grateful novelists put me in their books.

And Nobel prize winners, over double martinis.

Confided their deepest Nobel prize-winning thoughts

To tender, reflective, wise-beyond-my-years me.

With all I know about Mr. Stanislavsky,

I visualized something theatrical.

Something full of false lashes and empathy.

Where directors were stunned by my perception.

And grateful playwrights put me in their plays.

And leading ladies, over double martinis.

Said tearfully if only they had half the talent

Of stirring, memorable, charismatic me.

Instead of which

I am sharpening number two pencils,

And buying the coffee and Danish

At 9:45,

And taking my boss’s dictation,

And my boss’s wife’s blouse back to Henri Bendel.

Hoping that someday someone will be impressed

With all I know.
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THE LOVERS


In the Village

Boys can go with boys.

And girls with girls.

Different colored people

With different religions

Can go together.

Tall women can go

With short Master’s Degrees

In Greek literature.

Suave old men

With two or three divorces

Can go with teenagers.

Curvy blondes

With empty heads

Can go with well-known thinkers.

There are no mothers around complaining

that this isn’t a good match.

There are no fathers walking back and forth saying

is this why I sent you to Goucher.

There are no Aunt Eleanors calling up your parents

to warn them before it’s too late.

It is lovely to live in a place where

The only time folks think you’re strange

Is if you go with an orthopedic surgeon.
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FOURTH STREET AND EIGHTH STREET


Everything I need

Is on Fourth Street and Eighth Street:

thong sandals and butterfly chairs

mobiles

doors that can be used as beds or couches or tables

straw baskets that can be used for laundry or flowers.

Last week I went out shopping

On Fourth Street and Eighth Street.
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