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    Introduction 






    Said Nursi and his work 






    SAID NURSI (1877-1960) WAS BORN IN NURS, EASTERN ANATOLIA,1 and educated by the district’s best scholars. He soon surpassed them in debates and earned the name Bediüzzaman (Wonder of the Age). Believing that modern science and logic was the way of the future, he advocated teaching religious sciences in secular schools and modern

 sciences in religious schools.  

    






    During the unrest of March 31, 1909, he was arrested and court-martialed for

 inciting the uproar. However, as he managed to restore some calm, he was

 acquitted. Returning to eastern Anatolia, he taught that Islam allowed freedom in government and rejected dictatorship. He later collected these speeches in The Discussions.2 
 






    In 1911, while preaching in Damascus’ Umayyad mosque, he stated that the Muslims were being defeated due to the

 growth of despair, the loss of truthfulness in social and political life, love of belligerency, ignoring bonds among believers, pervasive despotism, and egocentricity. He then offered his cure: hope, truthfulness, trustworthiness, mutual love, consultation, solidarity, and freedom in accordance with Islam. Building on these, he asserted that the true civilization contained in Islam would dominate the modern world.3
 






    Returning to Istanbul to seek the new sultan’s support for a university in Van, eastern Anatolia, he finally secured

 sufficient funds—19,000 gold liras. Unfortunately, World War I broke out before it could be

 completed.  

    






    Said Nursi during the Ottoman period 






    During World War I, Said Nursi commanded a volunteers’ regiment on the Caucasian front and in eastern Anatolia. His heroism was

 admired by Ottoman generals, including Enver Pasha, Minister of Defense and

 Deputy Commander-in-Chief. Together with his volunteers, known as “The Felt Caps,” he fought heroically against Russian and Armenian forces. He also dictated (to

 his students) his famous Qur’anic commentary, Isharat al-I’jaz (Signs of Miraculousness), during the war. 

    






    Eventually captured, he spent over 2 years in a prisoners’ camp in Kostroma, northwestern Russia. When General Nicolaevich,

 Commander-in-Chief of the Caucasian front and the Czar’s uncle, passed by, Said Nursi remained seated. When charged with insulting the

 general, he said: “I am a Muslim scholar with belief in my heart. One who has belief in his heart is superior to one who does not. I cannot act against my belief.” He was sentenced to death by firing squad. Watching him pray before his execution, the general understood

 that his attitude was due to his belief, and lifted the sentence.  

    






    Amid the Russian revolution, Said Nursi escaped and returned to Istanbul. After

 receiving a medal and rejecting all government appointments, he joined the Dar

 al-Hikmat al-Islamiya (the religious academy) on the army’s recommendation. When imperial Europe invaded the collapsed Ottoman State to grab what it could, Said Nursi protested

 the British presence in Istanbul and wrote and spoke against them fiercely. He

 was never silenced or caught. 

    






    In 1922, after receiving 18 official invitations, Said Nursi went to Ankara and

 was received at the Grand National Assembly. Gradually seeing that most

 representatives ignored their religious obligations, he addressed them on

 January 19, 1923.4 After this, 50 or 60 of them began to pray. Eight months later he moved to Van and devoted himself to meditation and prayer. When the “Eastern rebellion” broke out, he rejected the rebels’ call to support them, saying that Muslims should not fight each other and that

 many innocent people would die for the benefit of a few criminals.5  
 






    The government nevertheless exiled him to Burdur, western Anatolia, where he was

 kept under strict surveillance. When Ankara learned that he was still spreading

 his view of Islam, he was exiled to Barla, an out-of-the-way place in central

 Anatolia surrounded by mountains. Instead, he produced the main part of his

 greatest work: The Risale-i Nur, a 6,000-page Qur’anic commentary. 

    






    The Republic of Turkey 






    After the collapse of the multiethnic, religion-based Ottoman State and the Turkish National War, Turkey became a  compact, secular, and largely Turkish nation-state. The principles of

 republicanism, nationalism, populism, statism, secularism, and revolution (meaning continuing change in

 the state and society) were “officially” accepted as the essential principles to guide the new Turkey. 

    






    The founders of the republic asserted that Islam and Sufism had made the Ottoman

 State stagnant and backward. They imposed their own style of Europeanization by

 abolishing the Sultanate and Caliphate, closing religious schools and religious

 courts, and outlawing traditional male headgear and Sufi brotherhoods. They

 replaced the Islamic legal code with a mixture of Swiss civil, Italian penal, and German commercial codes; increased women’s emancipation; outlawed polygamy; made marriage and divorce civil affairs; and

 replaced the Arabic-based Ottoman alphabet with a Latin-based one. They also stipulated that the

 Turks should take family surnames, thereby abandoning the traditional system,

 and allowed women to vote for parliamentary members and hold parliamentary

 seats. 

    






    To further weaken Islam’s hold, the new republic also abolished the office of the Shaykh al-Islam, converted many mosques to secular uses, forbade

 calling the people to prayer in Arabic, and discouraged all public manifestations of religion. 

    






    The Risale-i Nur 






    Before the republic, Said Nursi had already changed from “Old Said” to “New Said.” Withdrawing from public life, he had devoted himself to defending and

 explaining Islam’s main principles of thought, belief, worship, morality, and way of life through writing.  His words reached millions of people through the 600,000 copies handwritten by

 him and his students. And this at a time when any religious undertaking was

 extremely difficult.  

    






    In his Risale-i Nur, considered a classic of Turkish religious literature, he identified the cause of the Muslim world’s decline: the weakening of belief’s foundations. When joined with the unceasing attacks of materialism, atheism, science, and progress, he saw a great cloud of denial and doubt hovering over the Muslim world. To

 neutralize it, he undertook a “jihad of the word with the diamond principles of Islam” designed to strengthen—even save—belief by reconstructing Islam from its foundations of belief.  

    






    The Risale-i Nur explains Islam and belief to modern people in their own terms and according to their own worldview.

 Analyzing both belief and unbelief, he used clearly reasoned arguments to prove that the Qur’anic conception of God and His Unity, Prophethood and bodily resurrection, and all others are the only rational explanations for existence, humanity, and

 the universe.  

    






    Using easily understood stories, comparisons, and explanations, Said Nursi

 produced categorical proofs showing that modern scientific discoveries actually

 support and reinforce the truths of religion. He used the Qur’anic methodology of addressing each person’s intellect, and all inner and outer facilities, to encourage people to study the universe

 and its functioning in order to understand creation’s true nature and purposes. This, in turn, leads to learning the One Creator’s Attributes and their own duties as God’s servants. 

    






    Said Nursi explained the universe’s true nature as being a comprehensive sign of its Creator, and showed via clear arguments

 that all fundamentals of belief can be proven rationally when the universe is read in this way. As belief is then grounded in modern science, it remains firm and immune to materialism, naturalism, and atheism.  

    






    Such believers view all scientific and technological advances as merely

 uncovering the cosmos’ workings. Viewing the cosmos as a vast and infinitely complex and meaningful

 unified book describing its Single Author, all discoveries and advances

 reinforce, deepen, and expand belief. Thus their most fundamental needs—to worship God by recognizing His Most Beautiful Names and Attributes, and to obey His laws—are met. 

    






    Said Nursi’s concept of science
 






    Said Nursi used religious and scientific terminology together, as indicated by his usage of ulum-u musbete (positive sciences). Given this, and his emphasis on contemporary scientific achievements, we can say that he accepted the existence of positive and metaphysical sciences. He states that the “Risale-i Nur uses demonstrative proof,” which for him is the scientific method, and thus addresses the human mind convincingly. He argues that all phenomena in the universe give as much

 certainty for the truths of belief as science gives for any established fact. He accepted and then tried to modify the

 prevalent concept of science by joining religious and modern scientific knowledge, and then justifying this theoretically: 

    






    The light of the conscience is religious sciences (ulum-u diniye). The light of the mind is modern sciences (funun-u medeniye). Combining both manifests the truth. The student’s skills develop further with these two (sciences). When they are separated, the

 former breeds superstition and the latter breeds corruption and skepticism.6
 






    Classical Muslim scholars joined scientific and religious knowledge during the Islamic world’s Golden Age (ninth to mid-thirteenth centuries). Although Said Nursi stated

 that Islamic metaphysics must remain Islamic, he approved of such attempts in being related to certain religious issues, with the result that the scientific

 theory is believed to be part of the religion. He stressed that the knowledge of these two fields must not be mixed, and that great care must be taken when

 using scientific theories to interpret religious issues.  

    






    The role of knowledge
 






    Said Nursi emphasized that knowledge yields happiness of this world and the one to come, and that humanity came to this world to be perfected through knowledge and supplication. Thus “knowledge without the heart’s insight is ignorance,”7 for our minds need to absorb religious truth with Revelation’s help, to which our heart—not our mind or reason—is a mirror. Moreover, “revealed truth is reasonable, but reason on its own cannot attain it.”8
 






    The heart’s insight comes from the Qur’an; the mind’s insight comes from the other sciences. He writes:  

    






    The reality of the universe and all beings is based on the Divine Names. The reality of every being is based on one or many Names. All sciences and arts are based

 on and rely upon a Name. The true science of philosophy is based on the Name All-Wise (al-Hakim), true medicine on the Name Healer (al-Shafi), geometry on the Name Determiner (al-Muqaddir), and so on. Just as each science is based on and ultimately ends in a Name, the realities of all arts, sciences, and human

 perfections are based on the Divine Names.9
 






    Said Nursi concludes that knowledge gained by studying the universe in God’s name is true knowledge, while knowledge gained in other ways is ignorance. Science interprets the universe, which is a symbolic creation of God pointing to a Truth beyond itself.  

    






    Expressing scientific truth 
 






    Said Nursi’s conclusion leads us to how science should express its discoveries and theoretical formulations. He suggests the

 language of the Qur’an as a model, on the grounds that since the Divine language guides all aspects

 of our social life, it should guide us in this matter as well.  

    






    According to him, in most cases the Qur’an speaks of certain scientific phenomena in an allegorical style, for it addresses all levels at all times

 and seeks only to make our Creator known to us through His creation and establish the pillars of belief and good conduct in minds and hearts.10 Thus it speaks in terms of our relationship to the Creator, whereas Western philosophy and science use language to encourage people to look at things only in relation to the things themselves. In addition, Western language is directed toward specialists, whereas the Qur’anic language addresses everyone and so must be general to ensure understanding.  






    For example, the Qur’an presents the universe as a huge kingdom, Earth as a palace, the sun as a

 lamp, the moon as a nightlight, and the stars as decorations. People are to

 reflect upon all of these to grasp what they can of their Creator. Western science and philosophy present the sun and other beings as things on their own and without an owner.

 It inspires awesome dread and fearful wonder, and gives the spirit no perfection of knowledge or moral lesson. Said Nursi considers such philosophy to be divorced from religion. 

    






    Said Nursi and the Republic of Turkey 






    Said Nursi’s life, both while writing the Risale-i Nur (1925-48) and until his death in 1960, consisted of arrest and imprisonment, surveillance, and harassment. But he persevered. In the words of a person familiar with such anti-Said Nursi activities: “Despite all we have done in the past 25 years, we have not been able to prevent Said Nursi from his activities.”
 

    






    Following is a brief chronology of this phase of his life: 

    






    •	1925-35: Kept under strict control at Barla, a very small, mountanous district,

 and forced to live alone. 

    






    •	1935: Arrested and imprisoned for 11 months with 125 students during their

 trial at Eskisehir Criminal Court. 

    






    •	1936-43: Following his release, began a 7-year exile in Kastamonu, where he spent the first 3 months at a police station. After that, he was

 transferred to a house opposite to the police station.  

    






    •	1943: Arrested and tried with 126 students at the Denizli Criminal Court for having a treatise on God’s existence printed secretly in Istanbul. He taught the other prisoners and produced his Fruits from the Tree of Light and other works on small pieces of paper torn from paper bags, which were then

 smuggled out. He was acquitted and exiled to Emirdag.  

    






    •	1948: Arrested in Emirdag with 53 students, and jailed for 20 months in Afyon

 prison. Now 72, Said Nursi endured solitary confinement in a cell with broken

 windows that were not fixed during the two harsh winters he stayed there. Sick and eventually poisoned, he had to serve his full term even though the Supreme Court had annulled his sentence. In 1956, they were

 declared innocent.  

    






    •	In 1950, the multiparty system was introduced and restrictions on religion were relaxed. Said Nursi was arrested only once after this, and was acquitted by a unanimous decision. Dying on March 23, 1960, he left this world

 with complete honor, dignity and victory, and bequeathed to the Muslim world

 his works, which remain highly influential and a lighthouse guiding us on our

 way back to God. 

    












    1	At this time, this area belonged to the Ottoman State. Turkey only emerged as an independent nation in 1923. (Ed.) 





2	Said Nursi, Münazarat (The Discussions), new ed. (Istanbul: 1977). 






    3	Said Nursi, Hutbe-i Samiye (The Damascus Sermon), new ed. (Istanbul: n.d.). One hundred famous scholars

 were among the audience. 

 




4	His address to the Turkish Parliament is presented on pp. 155-58. (Ed.)

 




5	This Kurdish rebellion broke out on August 7, 1924, over whether Turkey or Iraq would receive Mosul and

 its oil fields. Another one broke out in February 1925. Said Nursi, a Kurd, was

 falsely charged with being its leader. (Ed.)

 




6	“Munazarat,” in Ibid., 2:1956. 

 




7	Said Nursi, The Letters, 2 vols, Kaynak, Izmir: 1998. 

 




8	Nursi, The Words, The Light, Inc., New Jersey: 2005. 






    9	Ibid. See The Thirty-second Word’s third station. 

 




10	Ibid. 

 









    
 






    Al-Mathnawi al-Nuri 






    SAID NURSI WROTE AL-MATHNAWI AL-NURI BEFORE THE MAIN PART of the Risale-i Nur collection. In this book, each thought reveals itself as a shoot, a drop, a bud that would become like a bubbling

 stream, a perfumed rose garden, a forest murmuring with majesty. They

 stimulated and excited Muslims’ feelings based on belief and meditation, and led many unbelievers to re-evaluate their opinions.  

    






    He says that the greatest truths are belief and God’s absolute Unity. To him, all existence is like a shuttle weaving Unity’s truth, a needle and silk thread crocheting lace, embroidered everywhere with meanings

 belonging to Him. But everyone cannot grasp, understand, and feel Unity to the same degree:  

    






    Belief in God’s Unity has two degrees. The first is the superficial belief that God has no partners and that the universe belongs to Him alone. Such believers may be susceptible

 to deviation and confusion. The second is the firm conviction that God is One, that

 everything belongs to Him exclusively, and that only He creates. Such believers

 see His seal and observe His stamp on all things. Free from all doubt, they

 feel themselves always and everywhere in His Presence. Their conviction cannot

 be diluted by deviation or doubt. 

    






    Writing that belief is like a prism revealing the true dimensions of the nature of existence and humanity, he says in the Eleventh Ray’s ninth point that belief makes the universe a readable book and an enjoyable show, and humanity an index

 and proclamation. Although all facets of belief’s truth might appear as separate if they are sensed, perceived, and felt differently, in reality they are tightly connected and different faces of the whole: 

    






    Belief in God, the Prophet, Resurrection, and affirming the universe’s existence require mutual belief. That is, there is a perfect relation between these pillars of belief: believing one requires believing the others. Divinity requires Messengership; this world testifies to the other world. 

    






    Said Nursi observes in the Risale-i Nur’s Thirtieth Word and Gleams that people who have no depth in their spiritual and emotional lives, who take

 too much interest in mental and philosophical matters, have a “disease” in their hearts (the center of belief and emotions) that makes them ill. 

    






    I have observed that the more people are preoccupied with philosophy, the more their hearts suffer from spiritual disease. I also have observed that

 the greater this spiritual disease of the heart becomes, the more people are preoccupied with rational sciences. Spiritual

 diseases lead to preoccupation with rational sciences, and preoccupation with

 rational sciences gives rise to spiritual diseases. 

    






    Another original observation is that while causes must be respected, attributing

 real influence to them is an aberration and deviation. The true way is to respect them and attribute the result to God, as stated in The Twenty-fourth Word’s first branch.  






    KNOW, O FRIEND, that attachment to material causes engenders humiliation and rejection. Consider this: Why are dogs, which should be

 considered blessed due to their many good qualities (notably their proverbial loyalty), considered ritually unclean? Why are other domestic animals, such as hens, cows, and cats, which feel no gratitude and loyalty in return for the we do to them, considered blessed? This is because—provided it is not to backbite dogs and break their hearts—dogs are greedy and so attached to apparent causes that they cannot see the true

 Bestower of Bounties. Thus, they suppose the means to be truly effective [in

 procuring their food], and so suffer the stigma of ritual impurity as punishment for their blindness and indifference to the true Owner and Giver of Bounties. 

    






    Blessed animals do not recognize means and causes or give them any value or importance. Cats

 ask for food and, when they get what they want, behave as if they do not know

 you or you do not know them. They feel no gratitude toward you. Instead, they thank the true Giver of Bounties by saying: “O Compassionate One, O Compassionate One.” 
 






    Said Nursi also stresses living in the Sunna’s orbit, reminding Muslims, as do all Ahl al-Sunna wa al-Jama‘a scholars,11 that the Prophet is a perfect guide and that only his Sunna leads to happiness in both worlds. He also calls us to unite in the Sunna. A life not based on the Sunna is more like revolving around a whirlpool’s edge. Even if it appears to be like swimming and making progress, in reality it is nothing more than sliding toward death: 

    






    KNOW, O FRIEND, that I have observed during my journeying in the “layers of darkness” that the Prophet’s sayings and practices, as well as the principles of Islamic law, are like stars that guide us among innumerable dark and misleading ways.

 Deviating from his way or Tradition [the Sunna] makes one a plaything of devils, an object of illusion and suspicion, a target of fear, and a mountain of unbearable burdens. Deliverance from such things comes only

 from following the Sunna. 

    






    I have also observed that the Sunna’s principles are like ropes hanging down from heaven. Whoever holds fast to even

 a part of them can be elevated. Whoever opposes them and relies on their own or even public reason is like one who desires to obtain the means of traveling through the heavens’ spheres in earthly vehicles and is ridiculed like Pharaoh, who said: O Haman. Build for me a tower to obtain the means [of traveling] in the heavens (40:36). 






    This subject is frequently mentioned in the Risale-i Nur collection. In particular, the Eleventh Gleam’s Third Point discusses it and emphasizes that following the Sunna is the path of God. 






    Said Nursi puts forth an original idea concerning our relations with and view of the world: The world is not something to be disliked, but rather to

 be loved. He reminds us of the three elements comprising the basic principles

 of this love: 

    






    The world has three facets. The first relates to God’s Names. With respect to its second facet, the world is the arable field of the Hereafter. These two facets are beautiful. The third facet relates directly and

 exclusively to the world itself, and is where people gratify their bodily

 desires and seek to meet the needs of this transient worldly life. 

    






    In a related approach, these words greet us later on: 






    What falls to one’s part from life’s fruits and purposes is proportionate to the degree of one’s part in the ownership and disposal of one’s life. Other purposes and fruits pertain to the Giver of Life, may His Majesty

 be exalted. Humanity is but the object of His Names’ manifestations. God will display His Mercy’s colors and radiations, which will consist of the fruits growing from the seeds

 of this worldly life, in Paradise. 

    






    The relation of human beings with their individual lives is like that between a

 navigator and the royal ship he steers. The navigator places his fingers on the

 instruments that move and steer the ship. What he receives from the ship’s uses and income is proportionate to his relation with the ship and the service he renders. In other words, it is quite small. This is exactly how it is with

 any living being and the ship of its existence and life. What a living being

 receives from its life’s uses and purposes is quite small; moreover, what is received has not been earned [but bestowed by the Giver of Life]. 

    






    Said Nursi further observed that seeing and accepting human beings as greater than they really are is an act of oppression and a step toward idolatry. One who takes this first step may not be able to turn back in some

 circumstances: 

    






    KNOW, O FRIEND, that people unjustly attribute the fruits of a groupg’s labor to a single person and assume that that individual has produced those

 fruits. From this injustice arises a kind of secret association of partners with God, for assuming that the result of a community’s labor and the product of their free will has originated from a single person means accepting that that person has an

 extraordinary power which has reached the degree of creativity. The deities of

 ancient Greece and other pagan peoples were devised from such devilish

 assumptions. 

    






    Later on, he states that belief is a secret source of strength. Those who possess this source can possess worlds, and through dependence on God realized with belief, individuals can make everything serve them: 

    






    Those who submit to God’s Will and pursue His pleasure are served by everything; those who disobey God find that everything turns

 against them. Those who affirm that whatever exists belongs to Him exclusively

 and is His property, find that everything serves them. 

    






    The Qur’anic verse: Say: “If it weren’t for your prayers, of what significance are you?” proves this truth. Just as a child who cannot reach something asks for help, a servant should take refuge in the Lord with helplessness and need and ask Him for everything. This subject is described in great detail in The

 Twenty-third Word’s fourth and fifth points. 

    






    Prophet Muhammad is of the nature of the universe’s basis, essence, and root. Every point in the universe contains the truth of his light. Just as the spirit and meaning in a seed are found in the body of a tree and shoot, he is a mirror to the First and the

 Last with respect to his light, which comprises the essence of existence. The

 Thirty-first Word’s third principle and the Tenth Word’s second part of the addendum spread before the eye of our hearts a special

 depth and richness on this wonderful subject: 

    






    If you see the universe as a great book, you will see the light of Muhammad as

 the pen’s ink with which that book was  written. If you see the universe as a tree, you will see his light as originally

 its seed and consequently its fruit. If you see the universe as an animate being, you

 will see his light as its soul. If you see the universe as a macro-human, you will see his light as its intellect. If you see the universe as a flower garden, you will see his light as its

 nightingale. If you see the universe as a lofty, richly decorated castle with

 many 

    rooms and apartments showing the splendor of the Eternal Sovereign’s sovereignty and His Glory’s marvels, as well as the beauties of His Grace’s manifestations and the wonderful designs of His art, you will see Prophet

 Muhammad’s light as a spectator. 

    






    According to Said Nursi, nature’s and humanity’s essential character is twofold: a deceiving idol and a secret prism showing the eternal Artist and

 eternal truth. For the spiritually prepared and aware, both nature as a richly embroidered art work and humanity as a crystal prism are unerring

 books, eloquent speakers, sources of light illuminating the realm behind the

 visible world. The Thirtieth Word’s first aim approaches this subject with a unique breadth and richness, while the Twenty-third Gleam, “The Treatise on Nature,” makes it impossible to idolize nature. He puts this observation in the form of a victory song: 






    For 30 years I have fought two “rebels”: the ego and nature in the outer world. I have seen the former as a shadowy mirror reflecting

 someone other than itself. But people view it as having an independent

 existence, showing itself and so becoming an unbending tyrant in rebellion against its Creator. 

    






    I have seen nature as a work of Divine art, a painting of the All-Merciful. However, as a result

 of viewing it heedlessly (i.e., ignoring the Creator), it has come to be seen

 by materialists as a deity, self-originated and existing by itself, and made into an excuse for an ingratitude resulting in unbelief. 

    






    Thanks be to God and praise be to Him, for through the help of the One,

 Eternally-Besought-of-All, and the enlightenment of the glorious Qur’an, my struggle has ended in the death of these two rebels, the smashing of these two idols.  

    






    In the Second Gleam’s first point, Said Nursi portrays sins as the reconnoitering hands of unbelief, nets on the road of unbelief. In places where they are seen frequently, thought “sets sail” for immorality and belief is confronted with danger: 

    






    The seed of unbelief is present in the essence of sins, especially those that are committed

 frequently, for such sins lead to indifference. This attitude leads to

 addiction, which can be remedied only by abandoning the sin. Those who indulge in sin seek to avoid punishment and so, unconsciously, try to find an excuse to believe in the non-existence of eternal torment. This continues until they deny eternal torment and the

 abode of punishment. Also, the shame arising from indulging in this sin with no feelings of remorse or seeking God’s forgiveness leads them to deny that the sin is really a sin. This leads to the denial of the existence of those beings—like guardian angels—who oversee people and are aware of their sins. Due to the resulting shame’s intensity, the sinners wish for there to be no reckoning in the other world.

 When they encounter even a false argument for its non-existence, they take it as a strong proof and deny the final reckoning. Thus their hearts

 gradually become darker and darker. May God save us from such a consequence.

 Amen. 

    






    Said Nursi sought a deeper understanding of the Qur’an. In a line extending from Isharat al-I‘jaz (Signs of the Qur’an’s Miraculousness) to the Mathnawi and to The Words (particularly the Twenty-fifth Word), he breathed the Qur’an. With new and original interpretations, he frequently displayed its depth and

 excited thirsty hearts by making Divine truths easily understandable. 

    






    In The Twenty-fifth Word, the analysis attains a wonderful state. Its

 elaboration of what is summarized here in the Mathnawi is like an ocean to a drop, a forest to a seedling. Soon after this brief

 reminder, a new topic pertaining to the Qur’an whispers to us as if through a door slightly opened and then passes on. 

    






    While listening to the Qur’an, each of its melodies assumes a new attitude and mood according to its

 audience’s degrees of guidance. Try to assume the mood of intermediaries ranging from Gabriel, who brought it to the Prophet, to the one from whom you hear it directly.

 While listening to the reciter, try to hear it as if listening to the Prophet

 reciting it at the summit of Prophethood to humanity and other beings throughout the world. Then, assume the manner of Gabriel while he recites it to the Prophet on the “highest horizon.” Finally, if possible, try to hear it as if listening to it from behind 70,000

 veils from the Eternally Speaking One, Who speaks to the Prophet at “the distance of two bows’ length.”
 

    






    Al-Mathnawi al-Nuri resembles an index of many topics, each requiring a separate book, and each of which would be elaborated upon in the Risale-i Nur. Under “Flower,” in notes that would later be discussed in the Risale-i Nur, many important truths are summarized. The “Spark” is like a tiny seedbed of piety and good works that questions our worldly emotions, directs our thoughts to Divine Unity, and shows belief’s vastness. The “Whiff” touches our hearts and points out the depth and richness of the Qur’anic verses. It discusses why human organs were created, and thereby removes

 habits that can be considered “crust on our eye of discernment.” 
 

    






    The third part of the “Whiff” analyzes Divine Destiny and Decree and the Law of Sparing, and reveals why Qur’anic verses end as they do. Immediately after that we are offered a path to the Truth, one that differs from earlier paths. The offer is made, and our attention is turned to our essential weakness and poverty. A little further on, our unique creation is pointed to, and we are reminded that humanity is an index of existence. After that, our attention is turned to prayer, which is analyzed in great detail in several parts of the Risale-i Nur. The meaning of God’s answering prayers is explained, and our desire to supplicate is excited. Also explained is the difference between self-pride and our proclaiming God’s blessings upon ourselves as a sign of gratitude to Him.  

    






    The “Fourteenth Droplet” discusses the Qur’an’s basic issues and essential purposes, which the Risale-i Nur considers pivotal subjects. Under “Radiance,” we are led through the vastness of the Divine Existence, whose “proper” name is Allah, and given a unique knowledge of Him. Elsewhere, the reader is introduced to grace and intercession, which can be considered active prayer. After showing the significance of soil as an element through which God manifests His Names, the concept of humility, or being like the soil upon which one prostrates before God, is raised. Here it is stressed that “a servant is closest to his Lord when prostrating.”
 

    






    Under “Point,” in the name of the Divine Essence which Said Nursi frequently discusses, a fourth important universal proof is added to the

 existing three.12 This proof deals with the human conscience, which is regarded as the meeting point of the Unseen and the visible, material

 world. The impossibility of evolution, mutation, and leaping from one species to another is stressed. Basing his arguments on sound thought, Said Nursi rejects evolution. 






    It is our earnest desire that these works be examined in depth by members of an institute entrusted with

 the task of studying the Risale-i Nur. 






    — M. Fethullah Gülen 








11	Those who follow the Prophetic example and the community of the Companions.

 




12	The universe, the Qur’an, and Prophet Muhammad.
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    The First Treatise  






    Rays from God’s Unity as bright as the sun 






    In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate. 






    God is the Creator of all things, and He is guardian and watcher over

 everything. To Him belong the keys of the heavens and Earth. (39:62-63) 

    






    Glory be to Him in Whose hand is the kingdom and inner dimensions of all things.

 (36:83) 

    






    There is nothing but with Us are the stores thereof. (15:21) 

    






    There is not a moving creature but He has grasp of it by the forelock. (11:56) 

    






    KNOW, O HEEDLESS ONE WHO ATTRIBUTES ALL THINGS AND EVENTS IN this world to the law of causality. The causes to which you ascribe creativity are only veils covering the Divine Power’s operation, for God’s Dignity and Grandeur require such veils. But the Eternal Divine Power, absolutely independent of everything, is ever-active and

 creates, for Divine Unity and Glory require that it be so. 

    






    The Eternal Monarch’s officers have no authority to execute His orders independently. They are not partners in His Sovereignty; rather, their only functions are to serve as media through

 which His Lordship’s acts and executions are watched and known, and as observers and witnesses. By

 doing so, they obey His laws and commands of creation and thereby perform their

 duty of worship, which is required by their nature and disposition. They exist because they must manifest the dignity of Divine

 Power and majesty of Divine Lordship and Sovereignty. Human monarchs, on the other hand, need officers and other means to help them enforce their rule. There is no

 resemblance or relation between these two kinds of officers. 

    






    Since most people cannot discern the beauty and wisdom behind events, they complain and object. To divert such complaints from God, causes are

 placed as an intervening veil (between people and God’s acts). However, those who see the real beauty and wisdom in events know the truth of what is going on. A parable clarifies this point: The Angel of Death complained to God that His servants would complain of his role as the taker of souls. God

 answered him: “I will put illness and misfortune between you and them so that they will complain of them, not of you.”
 

    






    In sum, God’s Dignity and Grandeur require apparent causes to prevent complaints and to hide, from those who reason superficially, the hand of Power’s involvement in certain seemingly insignificant or vile things and affairs. At the same time, God’s Unity and Glory require that these apparent causes have no part in either the creation or disposition of things. 

    






    A note 






    Belief in God’s Unity has two degrees: believing superficially that God has no partners, and that the universe belongs only to Him (such believers may be susceptible

 to deviation and confusion) and  firm conviction that God is One, that everything belongs to Him exclusively, and

 that only He creates. Such believers see His seal and observe His stamp on all

 things. Free from doubt, they feel themselves always and everywhere in His

 Presence. Their conviction cannot be diluted by deviation or doubt. For you to acquire such conviction in God’s Unity, I will point out some of its rays that I have obtained from the Qur’an. 

    






    First ray 






    God Almighty sets a special seal on each thing He makes, showing that He is the

 Creator of all things. He sets a special stamp on each creature, demonstrating

 that He is the Maker of all things. Each “letter” that Power “writes” bears an inimitable signature specific to the Eternal Monarch. 

    






    For example, look at the seal He has put on life, through which one thing is

 made into many and many things are made into one. He transforms the water we drink into a means for forming innumerable animal organs and systems. Through His command, a single entity becomes “many.” Conversely, He changes varieties of foods into a particular body or skin, a

 whole system or subsystem. Thus “many” things become, by God’s command, a single entity. Whoever has an intellect, consciousness, and a heart must conclude that making a single, simple entity from many things and using a single entity

 to make many things is a seal special to the Creator of all things. 

    






    Second ray 






    Among His innumerable stamps, look at the one He has put on living things. Being

 complex and inclusive in character, a living thing is a miniature universe, a

 shining fruit of the Tree of Creation, a nucleus of creation made by the

 Creator as a sample or pattern for most species. It is as if that living thing were a drop filtered through wisdom from creation with absolutely exact measures, an all-inclusive point extracted from existence via knowledge with absolutely precise calculations. As one without the supreme disposition of

 creation cannot create anything, the one who made the honeybee an index of most

 things, and who inserted most parts of the Book of Creation in human nature, must be the Creator. He encoded a fig tree’s future life in its tiny seed, and made the human heart a small-scale copy of thousands of worlds as well as a window opening onto

 them. He recorded our past life and everything related to it in human memory. The One Who has done these and many similar things can only be the Creator of

 all things, and His doing so is a stamp specific to the Lord of the Worlds. 

    






    Third ray 






    Look at the signature put on the acts of bringing to life and reviving. Out of

 innumerable possible examples, we mention only one: In each transparent

 (mirror) or apparently transparent (glass) thing, from planets to drops and

 glass, there is a stamp—an image or reflection—specific to the Sun. The Unique, Eternal Sun also sets on each living thing a

 seal, a stamp, of reviving and bringing to life, which reveals itself by

 showing all of His Names on that thing.13 If all material causes—supposing they had power and will—came together to produce the like of that stamp, they could not do so, even if

 they helped each other (17:88). 






    Assume that the Sun’s images reflected in a drop, glass, or any transparent thing are not attributed

 to the Sun. Given this, one would have to accept that there is a real, tiny Sun

 in each drop facing the Sun, in each piece of glass reflecting the Sun’s light, and that every transparent thing has become a Sun. 

    






    Assume that every living thing and life, every act of bringing to life, is not

 attributed to the Divine Names’ manifestations. Assume that the belief that life is the focus of the Divine Names’ manifestations, which could be regarded as the Eternal Sun’s rays, is not acceptable. If this were so, each living thing would have to possess an infinite power of creation, all-encompassing knowledge, absolute will, and attributes found only in the Necessarily Existent Being. Also, each atom would have to have divinity, for the existence of everything would have to be

 ascribed to itself. Likewise, if the existence of everything were ascribed to

 causes, absolute divinity would have to be attributed to each cause. Thus there would be countless partners in Divinity, which necessarily requires absolute independence and rejection of

 any partnership. 

    






    Consider an atom or a seed. See how astonishing are its well-arranged composition and relationships. It

 has relationships with all parts of the living thing of which it is a part, as

 well as relationships with all members of its species and all other creatures. Its relationships and duties resemble those of a private with respect to military officers. If the atom’s or seed’s connection to the Absolute Power were severed, we would have to admit that it

 has eyes to see all things and an all-comprehensive consciousness. 

    






    In summary: If the sun’s reflection in a drop is attributed to the actual sun, many suns would have to exist in the

 smallest things. It is the same with the Absolutely Powerful One, in relation

 to Whose Power whatever exists, without exception, is the same. Accepting the above assertion means accepting countless divinities. 






    Fourth ray  






    Writing a book requires only a writer and a pen. However, if it is printed on a

 printing press, there would have to be as many iron letters as the actual

 letters in the book, and many people would be needed to make and arrange them. Sura Ya Sin is written in very small letters inside the two Arabic letters Ya and Sin. If a book is written in small, fine letters within one word, as many iron

 letters as actual letters in the book would be needed to print that one word. 

    






    If you say that the universe is a book written with the pen of a Single One,

 then you are following the easiest and most reasonable path. If you attribute

 the universe’s existence to nature or material causes, you are following the most unreasonable and difficult way.

 In such a case, “printing” one living thing would require as many instruments as necessary for printing

 most of the universe. This seems to be an impossible supposition. 

    






    Suppose a flower’s or a fruit’s existence is attributed to nature or material causes. Given this, each soil, water, and air particle would have to have as many “programs” and hidden factories [to produce it] as all flowers and fruits in all of their

 colors, tastes, and shapes. Or, each particle should have enough power to make

 all plants, and enough knowledge to know in exact detail everything there is to know about all flowers

 (flowering) and fruit-bearing plants and trees. Then, each air, water and soil particle or atom could be used to form all (or most) plants. 






    Suppose different seeds have been buried in a soil-filled pot. Empty the pot and fill it with soil taken from Earth’s surface. In both cases, the result will be almost the same, as can be seen

 world-wide. Despite the variety in shape, color, taste, and appearance, any soil can be used to produce all flowers and fruit-bearing trees. Thus each seed, despite its physical simplicity and similarity, would have to have special

 machines or workshops to form the entire plant or tree. 

    






    Fifth ray 






    LOOK, O FRIEND! While each letter in a book points to itself as a letter and in one respect

 only, it points to its writer in many respects. Similarly, every “created” letter of the Book of the Universe points to itself only as a letter, while pointing to its Maker in many respects.

 It does so individually and in the words and sentences in which it is included,

 and manifests its Maker’s titles, describing them as if it were a fine poem. 

    






    Sixth ray 






    LOOK, O FRIEND, how the Glorious Maker puts His special stamp on each particular thing, and

 His specific seal on each part of a whole. Likewise, He puts His special stamp

 on each species and each whole. He puts the stamp of His Unity on the universe, as well as on any part of it, thereby demonstrating His Unity. By concentrating the manifestations of all or some of His Names on a single

 entity, He displays His Oneness.14 
 






    Look at the stamp pointed out in: Look at the prints of God’s Mercy, how He revives Earth after its death. He is the Reviver of the dead in the same way, and He is powerful over all

 things (30:50). Earth’s revival is an astonishing “resurrection” or coming to life again. Countless animal and plant species are raised to life. There are far more members of many non-human species

 than there are of humanity. Nevertheless, to fulfill certain subtle purposes,

 most plants are not raised in their exact former identities, but in forms bearing a

 substantial and close resemblance. However they are revived, their revival

 indicates the ease of the Resurrection [that will occur at the end of time after the universe’s destruction]. 

    






    Despite their being infinitely mixed with each other, reviving these innumerable

 species without confusion and with exact differentiation is a special stamp of the One of infinite Power and all-encompassing Knowledge. Species are infinitely mixed and intermingled, and there is great similarity

 among them. On the “page” of Earth, countless “books” are written without confusion or mistake, with infinite order, and with absolute accuracy in distinguishing among them. This is also a

 special seal of the One in Whose hand are the kingdom and keys of all things. He can do one thing while simultaneously doing something else.  






    Those who deny the Resurrection should observe its countless examples in Earth’s quickening. Your denial of it is like this: A man saw another man rewriting

 innumerable lost books from memory, or composing new ones like the lost ones, all at once. He is told that the miracle-working author can rewrite his book, composed in an instant, after he had dissolved it in water. The man replies: “Impossible! How can a destroyed book be rewritten in a moment?” for he compares his own ignorant and impotent self to that miracle-working author who never forgets anything and can do all things.15 If someone says to a man, who shows his strength by lifting a mountain, that he cannot remove a rock blocking the guests’ way to the garden in which he will offer them the most delicious foods and beverages, would you not call him a

 fool? 

    






    During spring there is an exalted, subtly embroidered seal belonging to the Lord, one showing itself in absolute accuracy and orderliness, abundance and extensiveness, and with absolute speed and ease. You see that completely mixed things are perfectly distinguished and separated. This seal is

 particular to the One Who can do many things at once, from Whom nothing is

 hidden, and for Whom nothing is difficult. 

    






    In this same season, we see extraordinary art and activity on Earth based on purposefulness, insight, wisdom, and munificence. This occurs everywhere, in exactly the same way, orderliness, and abundance. This art and activity are seals of the One Who, despite being nowhere, is present everywhere through His Power and Knowledge, Whom nothing wearies, and Who never needs help. 






    Seventh ray 






    LOOK, O FRIEND! Just as the stamp of the Oneness of Him Who is the Eternally Besought-of-All is observed on the “page” of Earth and throughout the heavens and Earth, so is the stamp of His Unity observed on the universe as a whole. The universe is like a magnificent palace, a well-ordered factory, a well-planned city, all of whose elements or parts work together for great purposes. Elements hasten to help each other, even over long distances, when they are needed and do not get lost. Those who discern this truth see how some parts help other parts to meet their needs. It is as if they respond to each other’s requests for help and, in close cooperation and obedience to a single manager, work in orderliness and serve living beings for specific

 purposes. 

    






    Look at this principle of mutual helping and cooperation. The Sun and the moon, day and night, and summer and winter work with plants to help animals and to convey their food to them, which they take from the treasury of Mercy. Animals hasten to help human beings. For example, honeybees and silkworms take honey and silk from the treasury of the All-Merciful and carry them to humanity. Soil, air, and water particles help fruits and vegetables, each of which differ in

 taste and quality of nourishment. In turn, they help the body’s cells in perfect orderliness and for great purposes. 

    






    This perfect, purposeful, and well-arranged mutual helping is manifested by all

 of these things, especially inanimate objects. It is an evident proof and clear

 argument that they are servants of an All-Wise Sustainer, workers of a

 Munificent Manager who work by His command and leave, and by His Power and Wisdom. 

    






    Eighth ray 






    LOOK, O FRIEND! The food needed by living things is distributed on time and according to their

 need. This well-arranged universal providence, contained in an all-encompassing mercy, implies love for and knowledge of those being supplied. Such all-encompassing mercy combined with perfect graciousness implies favoring and gratifying. Such

 graciousness combined with universal wisdom implies a certain purpose and consciousness. Such universal wisdom combined with a perfect arrangement makes all things interdependent. Such

 dependence requires mutual helping and solidarity among all parts of existence. 

    






    All of this is a special stamp of the One Who is the Lord, Sustainer, Provider,

 and Director of all things; a seal unique to the One to Whose Command the sun,

 the moon, and the stars are subjugated. He is the One Who has made all things good which He has created (32:7) and When He wills a thing, He only says: “Be,” and it is (36:82). 






    Ninth ray 






    The stamp of Oneness is seen on all individual things and species, on Earth and the universe, and is distributed throughout the world on such universal elements as air, water, and soil. 






    Planting seeds in an arable land indicates that the land is controlled by the owner of the seeds, and that the seeds belong to the one who controls the land. All universal elements [like water, air, and soil, which imply an all-encompassing knowledge and wisdom] are at the disposal of a single Maker. Their simplicity, uniformity, and

 comprehensiveness, and all the things “planted” in them (i.e., fruits of Mercy, miracles of Power, and words of Wisdom), as well as their world-wide distribution for certain purposes, are evidence

 that the comprehensive and comprehended, as well as the “land” and the “seeds” planted in it, are controlled by God. Each species and element testifies that

 it belongs to the One Who owns everything. Each flower or fruit, animal or

 micro-organism, is a seal proclaiming, a stamp pronouncing, a signature

 declaring in the tongue of perfect harmony, orderliness, and purpose: “The One Who owns me owns this space. Whoever created me 

    created it. Whoever uses me as a letter wrote it. Whoever made me a stitch wove it.”
 

    






    The One Who controls the smallest creatures and manages the life of the weakest

 beings has supreme power over all elements. The One Who employs all elements

 manages the lives of all animals and plants, and holds them in His hand of Lordship. This stamp of Unity is clear to those whose eyes are hearts are open and clear. 

    






    Can you claim absolute ownership of and control over anything? Ask an individual being, and it will reply: “Only the absolute owner of my species can claim to own me.” Ask the species, and they will reply: “Only the absolute owner of Earth, both its exterior and interior, can claim to own me.” Ask Earth, and it will reply: “Only the absolute owner of the whole universe can claim to own me.”
 

    






    Tenth ray 






    We have pointed out some stamps of Unity put on parts, individual beings, and wholes; on the universe; and on life,

 living beings, and bringing to life. Let’s look at another of these innumerable seals of Oneness on species and wholes. 

    






    The difficulty or ease of creating a tree and a fruit is the same, as both depend on the same law of growth and issue from the same center. Depending on the same law of raising and upkeep lessens difficulty and expenditure to such an extent that

 there is no difference between one person growing a tree with abundant fruit

 and many people raising one fruit tree. A single fruit grown by many people

 requires as many tools as does growing a tree with abundant fruit. Similarly,

 the instruments, machines, and factories needed to equip an army would be the same if only a single soldier were to be

 equipped. The difference is only qualitative. Also, printing thousands of

 copies of a book is not much more expensive than printing one copy. If each

 copy were printed on a different printing press, the amount paid would be

 thousands of times greater than that paid for thousands of copies from the same

 press. 

    






    In sum: If innumerably multiple things are not attributed to one  source, then, in addition to having to attribute one thing to innumerably

 multiple things, there would be as many difficulties as those things. So, the

 extraordinary ease of creating so many species distributed world-wide comes

 from the Oneness of their Creator.  

    






    Eleventh ray 






    The essential similarities among members of a species and species of a class

 show the stamp’s oneness and the “pen”’s singleness, and testify that such similarities are a Single One’s work. Also, the absolute ease [of their creation in such abundance] and the

 small expenditure spent on them show that they are a Single Being’s work. If this were not so, their creation would be impossibly difficult. This observed ease and economy of means also shows that God has no partners in His Essence and acts, for such a condition would destroy the order, which, in turn, would ruin the universe. 

    






    Twelfth ray 






    LOOK, O FRIEND! Life proves Divine Oneness and the necessity of His Existence, and death proves His Permanence and Eternity. 

    






    The Sun’s images reflected in bubbles floating on a river and the sea, as well as in

 transparent things on Earth, bear witness to the Sun. These images disappear

 when the Sun sets or the river enters a tunnel, and new ones appear when the

 Sun rises or the river comes out of the tunnel. This testifies to the

 permanence of the Sun’s light and demonstrates that these images are the work of a single Sun. Their

 existence shows the Sun’s existence; their disappearance shows that there is only one “eternal” Sun. 

    






    Similarly, the existence of creatures shows the necessary existence of the

 Necessarily Existent Being. Their disappearance, along with the causes of their

 existence and their replacement with new creatures, bear witness to His

 Permanence, Eternity, and Oneness. This is because along with the alternation of day and night, seasons and years, beautiful beings are renewed, and fine creatures are replaced as they “set” while their likes “rise.” All of this testifies to the existence of an Eternally Beautiful One Who

 continuously manifests Himself, and to His Permanence and Oneness. 

    






    The disappearance of causes and their effects, along with the succession of

 years and centuries and their being followed by their likes, testify that

 causes and their effects are created for subtle purposes. All of those fine beings coming in successively are creatures of the All-Majestic, All-Gracious, and Beautiful One, all of Whose Names are beautiful and holy. Such

 activity testifies that they are His changing works, moving mirrors, and

 successive stamps and seals. 

    






    Thirteenth ray 






    LOOK, O FRIEND! Without exception, everything points in the tongue of its essential

 helplessness to its Creator’s necessary existence. In the general order of creation, each element has a tongue to express its functions and tasks.

 These tongues, despite each element’s helplessness, indicate their Creator’s Oneness. Everything testifies in two ways to the Creator’s necessary Existence and Unity. In every living being, there are two signs of His Oneness and absolute

 independence of creation. Through the Qur’an’s 

    enlightenment, I have seen that each part of creation testifies to the Necessarily Existent Being, the One and Eternally-Besought-of-All, in around 55

 tongues, which I described briefly in Qatra (The Drop).16
 






    Fourteenth ray 






    Know, O friend, that just as creatures testify to the All-Glorious One’s necessary existence and Oneness, so do they testify to His Attributes of Majesty, Beauty, and Perfection; the perfection of His Essence; and the fact that His Being,

 Essential “Qualities,” Attributes, Names, and acts have no defect or deficiency. 

    






    A work’s perfection points to the act’s perfection. The act’s perfection points to the title’s perfection. The title’s perfection points to the attribute’s perfection. The attribute’s perfection points to the being’s essential capacity or indispensable quality. The being’s perfection of the essential or indispensable quality points to the being’s perfection. A palace’s perfect structure and decoration manifests the perfection of the engineer’s work. The work’s perfection shows the title’s perfection, meaning that the engineer is skillful, expert, and capable. The

 title’s perfection displays the perfection of 

    the engineer’s qualities (the engineer is knowledgeable, intelligent, capable, and efficient). The perfection of the qualities displays these essential

 capacities (the engineer has fully realized his or her superior capacities and

 distinguished potential). The capacities’ perfection  reveals one’s perfection as an engineer. 

    






    Similarly, the perfection of the works we observe in the universe bears witness

 to the perfection of the activity behind them, which, in turn, bears witness to

 the perfection of the titles of the one doing the work. The titles’ perfection testifies to the qualities’ or attributes’ perfection, for names or titles issue from attributes. The attributes’ perfection reveals the perfection of the essential capacities, which are the

 attributes’ sources. The essential capacities’ perfection testifies to the All-Glorious Being’s perfection. Actually, compared to His glorious Perfection and majestic Beauty, all perfection or beauty in the universe is only a dim or vague shadow. 

    






    In conclusion: 






    •	Causes or causality veil the operation of Divine Power.  

    






    •	Belief in God’s Unity has two degrees: superficial belief and firm conviction.  

    






    •	Life is an argument for God’s Unity.  

    






    •	If the One God created everything, everything becomes easy. If nature or material causes created everything, everything becomes extremely difficult.  

    






    •	Everything points to itself only as a “letter,” while pointing to its Maker in many respects and manifesting its Maker’s titles.  

    






    •	Spring displays countless examples of the Resurrection.  

    






    •	The universal interconnectedness of everything for great purposes points to the

 One Creator and Director.  

    






    •	The Provider’s love for and knowledge of everything is shown by how He takes care of them.  

    






    •	Every species and element testify that it belongs to the One Who owns

 everything.  

    






    •	Attributing innumerably multiple things to many sources results an equal number

 of difficulties.  

    






    •	Creatures’ testify to the Necessarily Existent Being’s necessary existence via their existence. They bear witness to His Permanence, Eternity, and Oneness via their disappearance, along with the causes of their existence,

 and via their being followed by new ones.  

    






    •	Everything points, in the tongue of its essential helplessness, to its Creator’s necessary existence.  






    •	The perfection of what we see in the universe testifies to the All-Glorious

 Being’s perfection.

    










13	God Almighty should be considered from five perspectives. One is His Essence as Divine Being (Zat in Islamic terminology). Only He can know His Essence. A Prophetic Tradition says: “Do not reflect on God’s Essence; instead, reflect on His works and acts.” God has no partners, likes and resemblance, as pointed to by the verse: There is nothing like or compared  unto Him. The second perspective is His Essential, “Innate” Qualities as being God, which are the Attributes’ source. The third perspective is His Attributes, which are of three kinds: Essential Attributes (e.g., Existence, Having No Beginning, Eternal

 Permanence, Being Unlike the Created, Self-Subsistence); Positive Attributes (e.g., Life, Knowledge, Power, Speech, Will, Hearing, Seeing, Creating); and innumerable “Negative” Attributes, summed up as “God is absolutely free from any defect and shortcoming.”
 

    

      The Attributes are the sources of the Names: Life gives rise to the All-Living, Knowledge to the All-Knowing, and Power to the All-Powerful. About 1,000 of God’s many Names are known to us. The Names are the sources of the Acts: giving life

 has its source in the All-Living, and knowing everything down to the smallest

 originates in the All-Knowing. God is “known” by His acts, Names, and Attributes. Whatever exists in the universe, in the

 material and immaterial worlds, is the result of the Names’ and Attributes’ manifestations: Universal and individual provision points to His Name the

 All-Providing, and the All-Healing is the source of remedies and patient

 recovery. Philosophy has its source in Wisdom, and so on. The acts, Names, and Attributes are the “links” between God and the created, or the “reflectors” with which to have knowledge of God. 


    

   Although we try to know or recognize God by His acts, Names, and Attributes, we must not think of Him in the terms associating likeness or comparison unto Him,

 for there is nothing resembling Him. He is absolutely One, Single, and totally

 different from all that exists or has the potential to exist. In this sense,

 His Oneness is not in terms of number. He also has Unity and relations with the created. To have some knowledge of Him through His acts, Names, and Attributes, some comparisons are

 permissible. This is pointed to in the verse: 

    For God is the highest comparison. The writer’s using the Sun as a unit of comparison to understand God’s acts, Names, and Attributes should be considered from this perspective. (Tr.)

 




14	Unity and Oneness denote two different meanings. Unity means God’s manifesting all His Names throughout the universe or on any part of it. Oneness means God’s concentrating all or some of His Names on a single entity, which causes

 differentiation among species and individuals.






   15	The Qur’an declares: I shall not allow to go to waste the deed of any doer among you, whether be a

 male or female: you are one from the other (3:195). It is clear that Islam does not discriminate between men and women in

 religious responsibility. Each gender shares most of the responsibilities, but

 each one has certain responsibilities that are particular to it. The Qur’an usually uses the masculine form of address, for this is one of Arabic’s characteristics. In almost every language, the masculine form is used for a

 group comprising both men and women, like the English word mankind, which

 includes both men and women. So, brotherhood also includes sisterhood, and,

 since the believers comprise both male and female believers, the believers are

 brothers and sisters. However, in order to maintain the original text and avoid repetition, usually we do not mention the feminine forms in translation. (Tr.) 

 




16	Qatra is included here as the fourth treatise of this book.
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    The Second Treatise 






    Droplets from the ocean of the Prophet’s knowledge
 

    






    A NOTE: Many things make our Lord known to us. The three greatest and most universal

 are: 

    






    •	The universe, some signs of which [concerning our Lord’s Existence and Unity] have been discussed already. 






    •	The Seal of the Prophets, upon him be peace and blessings, our Lord’s greatest sign and key to His hidden treasures.  

    






    •	The Qur’an, which interprets the Book of the Universe and is God’s argument against creatures. 

    






    WE SHOULD RECOGNIZE THE SECOND SIGN, PROPHET MUHAMMAD, as an articulate, indisputable “argument” [for our Lord], and then listen to what he says.17 From the ocean of knowledge of this sign, we shall mention a few droplets. 

    






    First droplet 






    KNOW, O FRIEND, that Prophet Muhammad, this indisputable, articulate argument for our Lord,

 has a universal personality. He can be described in the following terms: 

    






    As his person is universal in nature, Earth is his mosque, Mecca his place of worship, and Madina his pulpit. He leads all believers, who stand behind him in rows and follow his

 words on the principles of happiness [in both worlds]. The chief of all Prophets, he removes the lies and slurs leveled against them by their own people and

 affirms them and the essentials of their religions within Islam. The master of

 all saints, he guides and educates them via the light of his Messengership. He is the “pivot” around which turns a circle formed of the Prophets, the good, the truthful, and the righteous, who recite God’s Names and agree on his Message. 

    






    Muhammad is a luminous tree growing on the firm, healthy, and lively roots of the previous Prophets and the heavenly principles they preached. This tree shoots out green, fresh branches yielding the fine “fruit” of saints distinguished with knowledge of God. Whatever he claimed is confirmed by all Prophets based on their miracles, and by all saints based on their good or marvelous

 works. All his affirmations bear the seals of all perfected people. If one

 hears him declaring there is no god but God, thereby affirming Divine Unity, one will hear the same declaration from the past and the future, from the illustrious shining “suns” and stars of humanity reciting God’s Names in His circle. Despite their different approaches and temperaments, they agree with all of his affirmations, as if saying in unison: “You declare and speak the truth.”
 

    






    How can one object to what has been affirmed by innumerable witnesses, whose miracles and marvelous good works display their pure characters

 and truthfulness? 

    






    Second droplet 






    KNOW, O FRIEND, that this illustrious person, who affirms Divine Unity and guides humanity to it, is confirmed by Prophethood and sainthood. Billions of people have agreed upon this for 14 centuries. Earlier revealed Scriptures (the Torah, the Gospels, the Psalms, etc.) predicted his coming and confirm his Prophethood. He is confirmed by marvels that, prior to his Prophethood, either he worked or that took place in connection with him. It is also reported through reliable channels that his coming was predicted. 

    






    He is affirmed by the hundreds of miracles he worked: splitting the moon; abundant water flowing from his fingers; trees moving in answer to his

 call; the coming of rain upon his prayer; satisfying many hungry people with very little food through his blessing;

 understanding the languages of rocks, trees, lizards, gazelles, camels, and

 wolves, and so on. All of these were narrated by truthful Traditionists and

 historians. He is also confirmed by the Islamic law, which enables people to find happiness in both worlds. You already have seen the rays from its “sun” diffusing happiness. If your eyes and heart are open, this will be enough for you. 

    






    Third droplet  






    KNOW, O FRIEND, that his very person or character proves his Prophethood. Like the Sun [showing itself through its light, heat, and other

 manifestations], all of the praiseworthy virtues concentrated in his person, as

 well as the merits and excellences he displayed while fulfilling his mission,

 confirm his Prophethood. Further proofs are his firm belief (demonstrated by his austere life), great awe of God, righteousness, and

 matchless servanthood to his Lord. The Prophet’s complete submission to God, to which his life tes

    tifies; the perfection of his earnestness, firmness, and courage; and his utmost certainty in his movements shown by his full confidence in his cause all confirm him. Just as green leaves, bright blossoms, and fresh fruits bear

 witness to a tree’s vigor, the Prophet’s full adherence to his cause and following it in total certainty and strictness confirm him in his claim. 

    






    Fourth droplet 






    KNOW, O FRIEND, that time and space greatly influence human reasoning and thought. So, let’s free ourselves of these constraints and travel back in time to the Arabian peninsula during the Age of Happiness. Putting on the clothes of that time, we will visit the “Axis of the Sphere of Divine Messengership” at work.  

    






    Open your eyes and look carefully. What catches our eyes first is an

 extraordinary man excelling all others in good looks and good conduct. He has a

 revealed book, and speaks in an extraordinarily concise and wise way while

 addressing creation, humanity, jinn, and all other creatures. 

    






    What strange things he speaks about: a very important affair, a very awesome

 tiding. He removes the veil from the universe’s creation, explains why it was created, and answers the questions that occupy the mind of every conscious being: Who am I? Where do I come from? What is my purpose or final destination? 

    






    Fifth droplet 






    Look at this man. See how he disseminates the truth with such light that our night is changed into daytime, our winter into spring.

 It is as if the universe changed form so that its vexed, distressful face

 became cheerful and smiling. 

    






    If we do not look at the universe according to the light [of the truth] that he brought, it seems full of sorrow, its living creatures like strangers and mutual enemies, and its inanimate objects like frightening corpses. We see animals and human beings as orphans weeping at the pain of death and separation. The world’s movements, changes, alterations, decorations, and adornments seem like meaningless playthings of chance. Our helplessness is a continuous source of trouble, and our poverty renders us powerless. Human reason or intellect continually upset us with sorrows of the past and anxieties of the future, causing us to be the lowest and most wretched of animals. 

    






    Now look at the universe with his light and observe it through the telescope of

 Islam. See how its appearance has changed. It is no longer a house of mourning,

 but a mosque in which all beings praise and thank the Creator and reflect [on

 His works]. Creatures that formerly seemed like strangers and mutual enemies

 have become friends, brothers, and sisters. Inanimate objects, seen as

 terrifying corpses, have become like amiable living beings fulfilling certain

 important functions. In the tongue of those functions or tasks, they articulate

 their Creator’s signs. 

    






    Living beings who were like orphans weeping with pain and complaints now appear

 as reciting the Creator’s Names throughout their lives and thanking him for discharging them from their

 duties (death). The universe’s movements, changes, and alterations are no longer subject to chance, but messages from the Creator’s rulership or mastership, “pages” on which He writes His signs of creation and rules of the universe, and mirrors in which His Names are reflected. In sum, the universe is a book of Divine Wisdom. 

    






    Now look at the past, that great tomb of darkness. See how it has been illuminated with the suns of Prophets and stars of saints. Look at the future, the darkest of nights. See how it has been illuminated with the Qur’an’s light and appears as gardens of Paradise. 

    






    Now look at people and see how they progressed from being helpless, destitute,

 and degraded animals to the rank of Divine caliphate on Earth. They have progressed through the

 force of their weakness, the power of their helplessness, the motive of their poverty, the incentive of their destitution, the strength of their servanthood, the light of their heart, and the splendor of their intellect. Then look how the reasons for their descent (helplessness, poverty and weakness) have become the reasons for their ascension due to their being enlightened by the light brought by that luminous person:

 Prophet Muhammad. 

    






    Without his presence, the universe and everything in it (including humanity) would have been rendered worthless and meaningless. Had it not been for that wonderful, superior person who makes known the universe and

 its Creator, this beautiful universe would not have existed, for we could not have understood its meaning. How truthful is He Whose words are true, and for Whom is the kingdom of creation, in His declaration: But for you, I would not have created the worlds. 

    






    Sixth droplet 






    Look at and listen to him. He speaks of eternal happiness and brings good tidings of it. He unveils infinite mercy and calls everyone to it. He proclaims the beauties of Divine rule and upbringing, and reveals the secrets of

 the Divine Names’ treasuries. 

    






    Look at him from the viewpoint of his mission: He is the proof and lamp of the truth, the Sun of guidance, and the means of happiness. Look at him from the viewpoint of his person: He is the epitome of the

 All-Merciful’s love [of His creatures], the embodiment of the Lord’s mercy upon them, the honor of humanity, and the most radiant and illustrious fruit of

 the Tree of Creation. Now look at him and see how the light of Islam has

 reached the East and the West with the speed of lightning, how one-fourth of

 humanity has accepted the gift of his guidance wholeheartedly. 

    






    Given this, can the carnal self and Satan argue, with reason and without sophistry, against these affirmations, especially against the

 foundation of his affirmations: There is no god but God?
 






    Seventh droplet 






    What stimulates him? Sacred power. Consider his accomplishments in that desert

 full of savage people who adhered fanatically to their customs, tribalism, and hostility. They were so hard-hearted that they buried their daughters alive without remorse or grief. How did he remove such things from

 them so quickly and equip them with high, laudable virtues? How did he make

 them teachers of humanity and masters of civilized peoples? Not by power and

 terror, as do most rulers, but by conquering hearts and minds; subjugating spirits and egos; and becoming the beloved of hearts, the teacher of reason, the educator of selfhood, and the ruler of spirits. 

    






    Eighth droplet 






    It is very difficult even for a powerful, determined ruler or government to

 remove an established bad habit from a small community. The Prophet removed

 many established bad habits from vast communities of people who adhered

 fanatically to their customs and traditions, with a small force, little effort,

 and very quickly. Moreover, he replaced them with praiseworthy virtues and

 exalted merits. Look at ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab [a leading person of pre-Islamic Mecca] before and after his conversion to Islam—after his 

    conversion, the seed of virtue in his character became a “tall, excellent tree” [of most laudable merits].  






    Almost all of the Prophet’s accomplishments are extraordinary. Whoever denies this should go to the Arabian peninsula today and see what they

 can accomplish there. Let them take a hundred philosophers [psychologists and sociologists], and see if they can accomplish in 100 years even one-hundredth of what the Prophet accomplished in a year. 






    Ninth droplet 






    A basic understanding of human nature shows that people cannot lie easily about something that will embarrass them if

 they are caught. Even if it concerns an insignificant matter and is told to a small group, it is still hard. If they can lie comfortably

 without blushing or shame, they are compulsive liars, a trait that will be

 publicized by their enemies. Given this, how can someone, especially one famed

 for his trustworthiness and truthfulness and who carries the greatest

 responsibility, lie about the most important and 

    greatest mission before humanity until the Last Day? How could he lie before people who hate him and are just waiting to expose him?  

    






    When the Prophet speaks, he has no fear of his opponents and neither hesitates nor is anxious. Rather, he speaks with absolute sincerity and enthusiasm, and in a way that confounds his enemies’ reason, arguments, and attitudes. How could he have lied and deceived people concerning his mission?

 No! [Whatever he says] is but a Revelation revealed (53:4). 






    Truth is free and independent of deception, and the eye that sees the truth is not deceived. Therefore the Prophet’s path is true, and he did not deceive others, just as his truth-perceiving eyes could not be deceived by illusions. 

    






    Tenth droplet 






    Listen to his words that inform and warn people of awesome events. He speaks about matters that captivate hearts and inspire minds to reflect, and

 brings humanity good tidings [of a happy future in this world and the Hereafter]. 

    






    Many people would give almost anything to know the reality of things and events. If someone told you that a person had come from the moon

 or Jupiter and was saying very interesting things and foretelling the future, would you not give almost anything to find out what he was saying? It is very strange, then, that while you probably would do so in this case, you do not

 care what the Prophet says, despite the fact that the people of truth and expert knowledge (namely, Prophets, truthful and truth-seeking scholars, and saints) confirm him and agree on what he has said and predicted. He speaks about

 the acts of a Monarch in Whose kingdom the moon is no more than a fly circling a moth that, in turn, circles a lamp He has lit in one of the thousands of mansions He has prepared for His guests. He speaks of a world full of

 wonders and marvels, about a revolution so unusual and extraordinary that if Earth exploded and its mountains flew like clouds, this would not be equal in strangeness to one-thousandth of that revolution.  
 

    






    When the Sun is folded up, and when the stars fall, losing their luster, and

 when the mountains are moved, and when camels 10-months pregnant are abandoned,

 and when the wild beasts are herded together, and when the seas are set

 boiling, and when souls are reunited, and when the girl-child that was buried

 alive is asked for what sin she was slain, and the records of all people’s deeds are laid open, and when heaven is torn away, and when Hell is set blazing, and when Paradise is brought near—then every soul will know what it has prepared. (81:1-14) 

    






    When the sky is cleft asunder, and when the planets are dispersed, and when the

 oceans are poured forth, and when the graves are overturned, each soul will know what it has sent forward and what it has kept back. (82:1-5) 

    






    When Earth is shaken with its earthquake and Earth yields up its burdens, and

 humanity asks: “What is the matter with it?” That day it will proclaim its tidings because your Lord inspired it. That day

 all people will come forth in scattered groups to be shown their deeds. Whoever

 does good an atom’s weight will see it then. And whoever does ill an atom’s weight will see it then. (99:1-8) 

    






    The Clatterer! What is the Clatterer? Would that you knew what the Clatterer is!

 A day when humanity will become like scattered moths, and mountains will become

 like carded wool. Then, as for those whose scales are heavy [with good deeds],

 they will be in a pleasing life. But as for those whose scales are light, the

 bottomless pit will be their home. What will convey to you what that is like!

 It is raging Fire. (101:1-11) 

    






    He gives tidings of a future, compared to which this world’s future is like a drop from a mirage of water as compared to a limitless ocean. He brings good tidings of contentment, compared to which worldly contentment is but a flash of lightning as compared to an ever-shining Sun. 

    






    Beneath the veil of this universe of wonders are extraordinary events totally

 beyond what we are used to. We can learn of such events only if an

 extraordinary person sees them and tells us about them. We see what he does and

 how he lives, and conclude that he witnesses them and thus either warns us or

 brings us good tidings [of the happy future awaiting us beyond them]. He tells us what pleases the Lord of the Worlds, what He wants us to do, about some awesome affairs we cannot escape, and about some strange

 realities we will face and without which happiness is impossible. 

    






    Can they really be blind and deaf to such truth and realities? How can people not care about such an extraordinary person? 

    






    Eleventh droplet  






    KNOW, O FRIEND, that this man, known to us by his most sublime character and recognized by the

 world for his matchless accomplishments, who is an articulate and truthful

 argument for God’s Oneness and a most true evidence of His Unity, is a decisive argument and definite proof of eternal happiness. Through his call and guidance, he shows us how to gain eternal happiness, the creation of which he caused through his prayer and servanthood.  






    Look at him leading the most comprehensive prayer in front of the peninsula’s inhabitants, in front of the world’s inhabitants. Look again. All virtuous descendants of Adam, from the beginning until the end of time, stand in rows behind him and follow

 him. All down the centuries they follow him in worship and say “Amen” to his supplications. Be attentive to what he does and says, for he prays out of a deep, comprehensive, and mighty need. The world, the heavens, and all creatures accompany him and say in the tongues of their behavior and

 dispositions: “Yes, O Lord, accept his prayer. We ask what he asks of You, together with everything we have—our eyes, ears, tongues, hands, legs, hearts, minds, and so on. As the manifestations of Your Names, we ask of You whatever He asks.” 
 






    Look at his manners and see how he supplicates in utmost consciousness of his poverty before his Lord, in a most ardent desire and deep sorrow. He stirs the universe to tears, and it participates in his prayer. What does he ask for? The realization of a purpose that, if not realized, will reduce us and all creatures to a state without

 value or meaning. If this purpose is realized, however, all creatures will attain their rank of perfection

 according to their capacity.  

    






    See how he supplicates with such a deep yearning for help and such a moving

 request for mercy that the Divine Throne of Universal Rule and the heavens are moved to pity and love and say: “Amen, O God, Amen.” To whom does he address his request for the realization of his purpose? To the All-Powerful, All-Hearing, All-Munificent, All-Knowing, All-Seeing, and

 All-Compassionate One, Who hears everything’s most secret supplication and then satisfies it. He sees whatever any of His creatures desire, and enables them to realize their desire in a way they had not considered. He gives freely and shows compassion in such a wise, orderly, and regular way that one cannot doubt that such

 training, raising, and sustenance is the work of One All-Hearing, All-Knowing, All-Seeing, and All-Wise. 

    






    Twelfth droplet  






    How extraordinary! What does he ask for, this man who stands with all the Prophets behind him and, raising his hand toward God’s  Supreme Throne, offers a supplication to which humanity and jinn say “Amen”? We know by his acts that he is the honor of humanity, the pride of all beings,

 and the unique one of creation. He intercedes with God [for all beings] for the

 sake of all Divine Names manifested in the “mirrors” of beings. He asks for eternal existence, meeting with God, Paradise, and God’s pleasure. Eternal happiness is necessitated (among other reasons) by Divine Mercy, Favor, Wisdom, and Justice, as well as God’s Beautiful Names, almost all of which demand the existence of the other world.

 But even if it were not so, one prayer of the Prophet would suffice for his Lord’s creating Paradise for him and his followers, just as with each spring He builds for us Paradise-like gardens decorated with the miracles of His art. Just as his mission of Messengership caused the creation of this world for trial and worship, so the prayer he makes as a requirement and dimension of his servanthood would cause the construction of the other world for reward and punishment. 

    






    The universe’s matchless beauty is so perfect that it prompted the famous theologian Imam al-Ghazzali18 to say: “It is not possible for a creation more beautiful than the present one to come into existence.” Can such extraordinary order and harmony, all-inclusive mercy and faultless artistry, and matchless beauty be combined and marred with ugliness, injustice, and confusion? 

    






    The most insignificant petition is heard and answered most attentively. Would it

 not be an act of supreme ugliness (injustice) to be deaf to the loudest voice

 making a supplication for the greatest need, and not to accept the best request made with the most beautiful desire and longing? God is absolutely free of such ugliness, and the universe’s faultless beauty does not allow it. 

    






    Thirteenth droplet 






    O FELLOW TRAVELER, do you need to see more? Do you want to acquire complete knowledge of the Prophet? Even if we stayed in the Arabian peninsula for 100 years we

 still could not comprehend fully even one dimension of his mission and

 accomplishments. Let us return and, traveling through forward in time, see how

 each century “flourished” [with his Message] and to what extent it benefited from that Age of Happiness. 

    






    While doing so, we see that innumerable “flowers” opened in the “Sun” of that Age of Happiness, and that through the light of guidance he diffused, each century yielded thousands of illustrious fruits, such as Abu Hanifa,19 al-Shaifi‘i,20 Abu Yazid al-Bistami,21 Junayd al-Baghdadi,22 Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani,23 Imam al-Ghazzali, Muhiy al-Din ibn al-‘Arabi,24 Abu al-Hasan al-Shadhili,25 Shah Naqshband,26 and Imam Rabbani.27
 






    Let’s postpone our observations to call God’s peace and blessings upon that illustrious, miracle-working being, namely our master Muhammad: 

    






    O God, bestow peace and blessings on that illustrious being, on whom the wise

 Qur’an was sent down from the Supreme Throne of God by the All-Merciful,

 All-Compassionate. He is our master Muhammad, upon him be peace and uncountable

 blessings to the number of the good deeds of his Ummah. 

    






    Peace be upon him whose Messengership was predicted in the Torah, the Gospels, the Psalms, and other Divine Scriptures. His Prophethood was prophesied by miraculous events before his Prophethood, by seers among the jinn, humanity, and saints. By his gesture the moon split in half. He is our master

 and lord Muhammad, upon him be peace and uncountable blessings to the number of the breaths of his Ummah.  






    Peace and blessings be upon him whose call trees answered, at whose prayer rain came speedily, and whom the cloud shaded from heat. Hundreds of people

 were satisfied with a gallon of his food, and water flowed abundantly from his

 fingers. God made the lizard, the gazelle, the wolf, the camel, the mountain,

 the rock, and the tree speak to him [and he understood them]. He ascended as

 far as the seventh heaven and the Supreme Throne of God, and his eyes did not

 swerve. He is our master and intercessor Muhammad, upon him be peace and

 uncountable blessings to the number of the letters of the Qur’an’s words that have had forms by the All-Merciful’s leave in the “mirrors” of air molecules while being recited by reciters from the first day of its revelation until the end of time.  

    






    O God, for the sake of every blessing and peace called upon him, forgive us and

 have mercy on us. Amen, amen, amen. 

    






    The arguments for his Prophethood are uncountable. We related several in The Nineteenth Word and The Nineteenth Letter. The miracles manifested through him number one thousand. Moreover the Qur’an, whose approximately 40 miraculous aspects we explained in The Twenty-fifth Word, also testifies to his Prophethood, as do the universe and all its signs.28
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