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Introduction

IN ORDER FOR YOU TO UNDERSTAND HOW I WROTE THESE books, I have to tell you a little about myself and how I came to the craft of fly tying.

I was raised in Oklahoma at a time when hardly anyone fly fished. Every Wednesday evening, around suppertime, a local television station broadcast a thirty-minute show dedicated to hunting and fishing—mostly deer, turkey, bass, and crappie. With respect to the fishing, almost everything revolved around using purple plastic worms or small spinner blades. I had a tackle box full of those baits, and they did catch fish.

One evening, this show featured a gentleman who caught trophy black bass using a fly rod and his very own flies. I was aware of fly fishing—I saw photographs of fly anglers in Field & Stream and the other popular outdoor magazines—but this was the first time I heard anyone explain the nuances of the sport. I was very young and only a fledgling angler, but everything he said made perfect sense to me.

A local department store with a large hunting and fishing department sponsored that television show, and at the end of the evening’s broadcast, the host said that their guest would be at the store the following weekend to tie flies and talk about fly fishing. I asked my parents to take me to meet this man, and they agreed.

I faintly remember watching this fellow tie flies. He explained how a heap of deer hair, lashed to a hook and trimmed just so, could imitate a mouse or other tiny critter that might scurry along the edge of a stream or lake, fall in, and get gobbled by a fish. He described how to cast a fly, and most importantly, how to retrieve it to encourage a bass to attack. Once again, what he said made sense. At the end of the day, my parents purchased a fly-tying kit for me, and I took the first small step in my fly-tying career.

In addition to being a devoted angler, I have always been a voracious reader. About the time I discovered fly fishing, I also lived close to a public library. I would peddle my bicycle to the library and spends hours thumbing through the small section of books devoted to hunting, fishing, and even taxidermy. I checked out each of those books over and over again. One of those volumes became important to my growing love of fly fishing.

Streamers & Bucktails: The Big Fish Flies, written by Col. Joseph D. Bates, is a classic piece of fly fishing literature. In this great book, which first appeared in 1950, Bates tells the stories of hundreds of flies and the men—and even a couple of women—who created them. From the title, you might think this is a book about how to tie flies, but it actually contains very little tying. Streamers & Bucktails is primarily a book of history, exploring the world of fly fishing through the patterns used to catch fish.

It was impossible to read Streamers & Bucktails and not dream about rivers filled with landlocked salmon, ponds full of rising trout, or tropical flats visited by leaping tarpon. In addition to the wonderful stories, Streamers & Bucktails contains hundreds of fly patterns with notes about color and material substitutions. But rather than writing a mechanical fly-tying manual, Bates brought the sport alive through his stories about flies.

I have written hundreds of articles and several books about how to tie flies, but for my own reading, I return to Streamers & Bucktails and other books like it. I fell in love with Bates’s book long before I became a proficient tier, and I still return to it for inspiration. Whether I’m looking for a good fish-catching fly to tie, want to learn more about the history of our sport, or simply want to be entertained, this type of literature fills an important place on my bookshelf.

In the 101 Favorite Flies series of books, I tell the stories of some of the very best dry flies, wet flies, nymphs, and saltwater patterns. Many of the flies are obvious choices, but many others have never appeared in print. I selected many of the patterns from my own fly boxes, but guides and other exceptional anglers offered their own favorite flies; one of my personal goals when writing a book is to explore new aspects of our sport, and I am always eager to learn what other flyfishermen use to catch fish. My thanks to all the anglers who opened their fly boxes and shared their best patterns.

This collection of more than three hundred patterns spans more than two hundred years of fly fishing. I am especially proud to include flies tied by some of the most famous anglers and pattern designers in the history of our sport: Fran Betters, George Grant, Al and Gretchen Beatty, Ed Shenk, Oliver Edwards, Warren Duncan, and many more. And, to the best of my knowledge, this is the first time a Royal Wulff—actually tied by Lee Wulff—appears in print.

If you tie flies, you will discover many tips that will improve your time at the vise. If you fish with flies, you will learn many tricks that will help you catch more fish. I think this book contains something for everyone who enjoys our great sport.

Good tying, and good fishing!
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DRY FLIES

Deciphering the Challenge of the Rising Trout

SUCCESSFULLY CASTING A DRY FLY TO A FEEDING TROUT IS the pinnacle of the fly angler’s art. The first steps are identifying what the fish is eating, selecting the correct forgery, and choosing the proper position in the river from which to cast. Even the angle of the light and potential shadows that might alarm your quarry must be considered.

You fall into rhythm with the rising trout and the flowing water. You cast the fly just ahead of the fish, and just a moment before it should return to the surface to snatch another winged morsel. You tend the line both before and after it drops to the water. The bits of feather and fur, tied to a piece of bent wire, bob with the speed of the current. You wait and watch.

If you’ve considered the problem correctly and handled your tackle properly, a slick wet nose will poke through the surface to suck in your fly. You may now consider yourself a good angler. A very accomplished fly fisher can do this repeatedly, intuitively going through the steps that lead to tugs on the end of his line.

It’s said that nymphs catch more trout and streamers fool bigger fish, but nothing beats the joy of seeing that wet nose intercept your fly from the top of the water.

This book is about dry flies. Not all dry flies, but favorite dry flies—101 flies, to be exact. I have selected some of my favorite patterns, and a group of angling friends chose some of theirs. What follows is a collection of floating flies that will catch trout anywhere.

Each entry contains a clear—and hopefully artful—photograph of the fly, a precise materials recipe, and a small story describing the pattern. Sometimes I tell the history of the fly or offer a few tying or fishing tips. Other times I discuss what the pattern imitates and give a brief lesson in streamside entomology. The material is as varied as the flies themselves.

There’s no way a small book can contain every favorite fly; in fact, I am including a few patterns that have never appeared in print. But, each fly has been chosen and tied by an experienced angler, the kind of fisherman who can intuitively decipher the challenge of the rising trout.

David Klausmeyer


CHAPTER ONE
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Matching the Hatch: Mayflies, Caddisflies, and Stoneflies

Slow-water, Blue-winged Olive
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Hook: Standard dry-fly hook, sizes 20 to 16.

Thread: Olive 8/0.

Tail: Dark pardo Coq de Leon.

Body: Stripped peacock quill, dyed olive.

Thorax: Olive Superfine dubbing.

Wing post: White Hi-Vis polypropylene yarn.

Hackle: Grizzly.

THE SLOW-WATER, BLUE-WINGED OLIVE IS EXTREMELY productive in slow-water scenarios where the trout are ultra selective. The body is very slender, and when combined with a light-wire hook, this pattern is extremely buoyant.

The parachute-style hackle on the Slow-water, Blue-winged Olive makes the fly float on the surface with the body resting in the film like a real emerger. This pattern creates a realistic-looking silhouette on the water, which is necessary when fishing for very discerning trout in slower moving sections of a stream.

Feel free to swap other colors of yarn for the wing post. Hot pink and orange are easy to track on the water—even in failing light, and the fish do not seem to notice these bright colors.
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Hovering Green Drake Emerger
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Hook: Partridge Klinkhamer hook, size 10.

Thread: Brown 6/0.

Tail: Dingy olive marabou tips.

Abdomen: Dingy olive marabou.

Rib: Extra-fine copper wire or clear monofilament.

Thorax: Peacock herl.

Wing bud: Cul de canard.

Hackle: Grizzly, dyed tan, or Cree.

Indicator: Closed-cell foam.

AS AN AUTHOR, IT’S FUN TO SHARE SOME OF YOUR OWN patterns, and this is one of mine—well, sort of. I made several changes to the classic Quigley Cripple, so many, in fact, that most fly designers would claim it as an entirely new pattern. When I look at the Hovering Green Drake Emerger, however, I still see the basic form of Bob Quigley’s famous fly, so I think of it as more of a second or third cousin. It’s different, but there is no denying the family resemblance.

The tail and feathery abdomen, which hang down in the surface film, do an admirable job of imitating a beefy green drake or Hexagenia mayfly nymph. Counter-wrap the rib over the abdomen to protect the marabou fibers. The cul de canard wing bud, full-hackle collar, and foam indicator keep the head of the fly above the water like a real emerger.

Tying the Hovering Green Drake Emerger
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1. Wrap a layer of thread on the end of the hook shank. Strip the fibers from the base of a marabou feather. Tie the bare stem to the hook using two or three loose thread wraps.
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2. Pull the marabou to form the tail of the fly. Tighten the thread to lock the marabou to the top of the hook. Tie on a piece of extra-fine copper wire.
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3. Twist the marabou into a tight rope. Wrap the twisted feather up the hook to create the abdomen of the fly. Tie off and cut the surplus marabou. Counter-wrap the wire (in the opposite direction of the marabou) to make the rib. Tie off and cut the remaining piece of wire.
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4. Tie on a small piece of cul de canard for the wing bud. Strip the excess fibers from the base of a hackle. Tie the feather to the hook.
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5. Tie on three or four strands of peacock herl. Wrap the herl on the hook to make the thorax. Tie off and clip the surplus herl. Tie a piece of closed-cell foam to the top of the fly.

[image: image]

6. Wrap the hackle collar. Tie off and cut the remaining hackle tip. Tie off and snip the thread.

Carol’s Caddis
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Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, sizes 20 to 12.

Thread: Size 6/0, color to match the body.

Body: Any dry-fly dubbing, color to match the caddisflies on your local waters.

Underwing: Light gray mallard-flank fibers, slightly longer than the hook shank.

Wing: Natural snowshoe hare foot fur.

JAY “FISHY” FULLUM DESIGNED CAROL’S CADDIS TO HONOR his favorite angling companion, his wife. (Carol Fullum was once a production fly tier, so Fishy’s flies have to be spot-on to get her approval.)

In describing the origins of this pattern, Fishy said, “I was replenishing my inventory of caddisflies when Carol took a minute to see what was coming off my vise. She retrieved her vest and checked out her supply of caddisflies. Carol said she had an idea for a simple, durable pattern that she could see on the water. While she hasn’t tied flies in many years, she definitely knows what she wants in her patterns.”

They have used Carol’s Caddis to catch trout in a dozen states. The materials always stay the same, but they change colors and sizes to match the local caddisflies. They recommend sprinkling a little powdered flotant on the fly before fishing.
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Dark Visible Dun
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Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, sizes 16 to 12.

Thread: Black 8/0.

Tail: Deer body hair.

Body: Stripped peacock quill.

Wing: White calf tail.

FLY-TIER KEITH FULSHER IS ONE OF THE LEGENDS OF FLY fishing of the last half of the twentieth century. His Thunder Creek series of streamers, designed to imitate dace, minnows, and other forms of common baitfish, was his answer to the dry-fly purists’ mantra of “match the hatch.” While well known for his unique family of streamers, Keith is always eager to fish dry flies when the trout start rising, and I was so pleased to receive a package containing two of his original surface patterns.

Keith wrote about the Dark Visible Dun for the June/July 1962 edition of The Sportsman, which was the publication of the Southern New York Fish & Game Association. (Keith included a copy of that article in the package.)

In Keith’s cover letter, he said, “Most of my dry-fly fishing was with standard patterns, but sometimes I changed them a bit. For instance, on the Royal Wulff, I always put on a white tail instead of the brown. The Dark Visible Dun has been a good fly and has served me well.”
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Yarn Wing Dun—Dark Hendrickson
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Hook: 2X-long dry-fly hook, size 16 or 14.

Thread: Brown 8/0.

Tail: Dark dun hackle fibers.

Abdomen: Brown dry-fly dubbing.

Thorax: Dark brown dry-fly dubbing.

Hackle: Brown.

Wing and head: Dark gray polypropylene yarn.

BEFORE MAKING THE YARN WING DUN, TIER GARY BORGER bends the first one-third of the hook up about twenty degrees. This makes the fly land on the water thorax first. The bend also anchors the thorax in the surface film and allows the fly to rest on the water like a real insect.

When tying the tail of the Yarn Wing Dun, first wrap a tiny ball of dubbing at the end of the hook shank. Next, tie on the tail. The hackle fibers will splay around the ball of dubbing and improve the fly’s appearance and flotation.

Check out the great-looking wing and head; Gary makes these using polypropylene yarn. It’s easy to imagine tying the wing, but you must do something to prevent it from collapsing onto the fly when fishing. Gary places a small drop of cement on the base of the wing to stiffen the fibers.

This pattern begs for variations. Swap hook sizes and colors of materials to tie imitations of almost any medium to large mayfly dun.
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Opal & Elk Caddisfly
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Hook: Tiemco TMC100, size 12 or 10.

Thread: Fifty-denier, gel-spun thread.

Body: Opal Mirage tinsel.

Rib: Fine gold wire.

Wing: Natural, dark cow elk hair.

Hackle: Dun.

THIS IS DENNIS POTTER’S TAKE ON AL TROTH’S GREAT DRY fly, the Elk-hair Caddis. According to Dennis, the opal tinsel used for the body makes this the best all-round, hackled-caddisfly imitation he has ever used. In fact, he carries no caddis imitations tied with dubbed bodies; they all have opal tinsel bodies. Dennis is so enthusiastic about this pattern that I think it’s worth tying and fishing.

Be sure to use a slightly undersized hackle when tying the Elk-hair Caddis, Potter’s Opal & Elk Caddis, and similar patterns; the fibers should be equal to or only slightly longer than the width of the hook gap.

Also, Dennis Potter has joined the growing group of tiers using gel-spun thread for making dry flies. They can apply a lot of pressure to the thread and tie durable patterns without adding a lot of bulk.
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Crowd Surfer Stone
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Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, size 8.

Thread: Orange 6/0.

Abdomen: Foam, ribbed with tying thread.

Tails: Brown goose or turkey biots.

Underwing: Tyvek.

Wing: Elk hair and white polypropylene yarn.

Thorax: Bands of orange yarn or dubbing.

Legs: Rubber legs.

THE CROWD SURFER STONE, A PATTERN SOLD BY RAINY’S, is a creation of expert fly-tier Clint Goodman.

The Crowd Surfer Stone is a brilliant, high-floating imitation of the western salmonfly. The foam abdomen makes the pattern almost unsinkable, and the rubber legs give it a great splayed appearance on the surface of the water.

The salmonfly hatch is one of the most anticipated events of the western fishing season. After living in the water for three years, the large nymphs emerge to turn into winged adults; look for the empty cases of the nymphs along the edges of the river. The adults return to the river to mate and lay eggs, and the trout eagerly feed on this smorgasbord of giant insects.

In addition to matching the salmonfly, swap colors and tie the Crowd Surfer Stone to imitate almost any large, adult stonefly.
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March Brown Emerger
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Hook: Partridge 15BN Klinkhamer, size 14.

Thread: Orange 6/0.

Tail: Three golden, pheasant-tail fibers.

Abdomen: Tannish yellow dry-fly dubbing.

Rib: Stripped center quill from a duck, primary or secondary feather.

Wing: Light dun Hi-Vis yarn.

Thorax: Tannish yellow dry-fly dubbing.

Hackle: Cree or reddish brown and grizzly mixed.

THE STRIPPED MALLARD-QUILL RIB GIVES THIS PARACHUTE March Brown a very realistic appearance. Stripping a mallard quill is easy. Hold a duck pointer or secondary feather with the good side facing up. Nick the center quill near the tip of the feather with a razor blade, creating a small tab. Next, grasp this projecting piece of quill with hackle pliers and pull straight down toward the base of the feather, unzipping the quill. If done properly, you’ll get a beautifully segmented quill.

The quill has a tendency to curl as it is stripped, so soak the stripped quill in a bowl of water, and it will straighten nicely. Spend an evening preparing stripped quills for a future tying session. Allow the soaked quills to dry and then store in a plastic sandwich bag.

Blue Dun Snowshoe
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Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, sizes 16 to 12.

Thread: Gray 8/0.

Tail: Dun snowshoe rabbit foot fur.

Body: Tying thread.

Wing: Dun snowshoe hare foot fur.

Hackle: Medium dun.

“BLUE DUN” IS A VERY OLD FLY-TYING TERM. THE DISCUSsion of exact shades of color always encourages friendly debate among tiers. With respect to blue dun, think of medium gray with a slightly bluish cast. Flip through the pages of old fly-tying books, and you’ll find many other descriptions associated with dun: light dun, medium dun, dark dun, honey dun, and more.

Snowshoe hare fur is a fascinating material. You’ll find the cured feet in fly shops in natural cream and a variety of dyed colors. The fur from the bottom of the foot is corkscrewed and holds air bubbles. These bubbles help the Blue Dun Snowshoe and similar patterns float on the surface of the water. This simple pattern is great for novice tiers looking for an easy-to-tie dry fly.

Mahogany Quill Spinner
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Hook: Tiemco TMC100, size 12.

Thread: Black 6/0.

Tail: Brown, spade-hackle fibers.

Wings: Light medium dun hen hackles.

Abdomen: Brown neck-hackle, stripped quill.

Thorax: Dark brown dry-fly dubbing.

MAHOGANY MAYFLIES (ISONYCHIA BICOLOR) ARE SOME OF the most important insects to fly fishers. Isonychia duns molt into spinners within a couple days of hatching, and when they return to mate and lay their eggs, they provide much more concentrated action than during emergence.

Isonychia bicolor mate in swarms twenty to thirty feet in the air. The females usually drop their eggs from high above the water and then fall spent on the surface; this is when they become available to the trout.

Sharon E. Wright’s Mahogany Quill Spinner is a fine mayfly imitation. She artfully uses hen-hackle tips to imitate the splayed wings of the natural insect. The stripped-quill abdomen matches the slender profile of a real, adult mayfly.

Heckel’s Tape Wing Caddis
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Hook: 2X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 20 to 14.

Thread: Size 8/0, color to match the body of the fly.

Body: Hare’s mask or rabbit dubbing.

Body hackle: Rooster dry-fly hackle.

Wing: Hen-saddle hackle on tape.

Front hackle: Rooster dry-fly hackle.

FLY-TIER BILL HECKEL CREATED THIS UNIQUE PATTERN, and it is sold commercially by the Spirit River Company.

Three things come to mind when regarding this fly.

First, select materials in colors to match the real caddisflies on your local water; black, brown, and tan are the most common. Also, tie this fly in several sizes to match any caddisflies you encounter.

Second, just like when tying an Elk-hair Caddis, the fibers of the body hackle should equal or be slightly shorter than the width of the hook gap.

And third, Heckel places a hen feather on a piece of 3M Scotch Hand Packaging Tape and then clips the wing to shape. Next, he ties the base tip of the trimmed wing to the top of the fly. A roll of tape is inexpensive, and there is enough material to create the wings for dozens of flies. The tape helps the feather hold its shape and creates a durable wing.
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Egg-laying Rusty Spinner
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Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, sizes 18 to 12.

Thread: Dark brown 6/0.

Tails: Light dun microfibbets.

Egg sac: Yellow embroidery floss.

Abdomen: Turkey biot, dyed rusty brown.

Wing: White McFlylon or polypropylene yarn.

Thorax: Mahogany brown beaver dubbing.

THIS IS OBVIOUSLY A SPINNER IMITATION, BUT WHAT IS A “rusty” mayfly?

This term usually applies to the Baetidae family of mayflies. It is one of the most prolific varieties in North American trout streams. Baetidae often have three generations per year and hatch in impressive numbers.

The genus Baetis and its species are often misidentified. Many anglers call them Baetis, especially if they’re olive in coloration. In reality, the prominent Baetis is only one of several very similar and abundant genera in the family Baetidae. Many other anglers call them Blue-winged Olives, but this name is unwittingly applied to dozens of species across several families of mayflies.

Okay, enough of the bug Latin. Suffice it to say that this pattern comes in handy when matching a large number of small mayfly spinners. These spinners, which gather in large numbers over the water, often lead to impressive feeding action from the trout. At times such as these, a spinner imitation will definitely improve your catch rate.
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Life & Death Callibaetis
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Hook: Daiichi 1100, sizes 18 to 14.

Thread: Tan 8/0.

Tail: Mayfly tails, black barred white.

Abdomen: Gray, stripped quill.

Wings: White organza.

Wing post: Orange Hi-Vis or polypropylene yarn.

Thorax: Adams gray Superfine dubbing.

Hackle: Grizzly.

AL RITT’S LIFE & DEATH CALLIBAETIS IS A FINE IMITATION of a Callibaetis spinner. The splayed wings imitate the wings of the real insect and help the pattern float on the surface. Spinner flies are often hard to track on the water, so Al added a wing post of fluorescent orange yarn; you can see this pattern under the poorest lighting conditions.

Callibaetis are part of the Baetidae family of mayflies. Although they are found throughout the United States, the largest concentrations are in the West. Look for Callibaetis in the slower sections of rivers and in ponds and lakes.

Although some Callibaetis range in hook sizes from 16 to 12, you’ll find smaller Callibaetis at higher elevations.

ParaNymph
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Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, sized to match the natural insects.

Thread: Golden olive 6/0.

Tail: Olive brown Z-Lon or a substitute.

Wing post: Fluorescent orange or lemon yellow calf-body hair.

Body: Natural hare’s mask dubbing with plenty of guard hairs.

Hackle: Grizzly.

WHEN MAKING HIS PARANYMPH, TOM BALTZ, WHO IS A right-handed tier, wraps the hackle counter clockwise using articulated hackle pliers and then ties off the feather on top of the hook shank in front of the wing post. He wraps the hackle so the concave side is facing up.

Tom also blends his own hare’s mask dubbing. He trims the hair from the ears and center of the mask, but not too much from the cheeks. He blends the fur in a food processor, or he shakes it in a jar of water and then places the material on a piece of newspaper to dry. The body of the fly, Tom says, should be spiky, not smooth.

The ParaNymph is Tom’s favorite dry fly. He uses this pattern when fishing by himself and also when guiding in Pennsylvania, and it has caught fish across North America as well as in Patagonia, New Zealand, and South Korea.
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Flight’s Fancy
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Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, sizes 16 to 12.

Thread: Black 8/0.

Tail: Brown or ginger hackle fibers.

Tip: Gold tinsel.

Wings: Light mallard quill sections.

Body: Pale yellow floss.

Rib: Gold tinsel.

Hackle: Brown or ginger.

NOT ALL FISH-CATCHING DRY FLIES ARE TIED WITH FOAM and rubber legs; the classics still catch their share of trout. Although you won’t find Flight’s Fancy in the fly boxes of many of today’s anglers, it remains an essential pattern that will work on any stream or river.

Flight’s Fancy, an English pattern, was named for a Mr. Wright, of Winchester, England, around 1885. The pattern quickly jumped the Atlantic to the United States, and in 1912, Theodore Gordon, the father of American dry-fly fishing, wrote, “Last week I renewed my acquaintance with a native-born dry-fly fisher, who never read a book upon the subject, but picked up his ideas upon the stream. He was troubled because he could get no more flies of a pattern that he had found very killing. You may imagine my surprise when he said that it was called Flight’s Fancy.”

Closed-cell foam floats forever, and rubber legs give a fly a lot of lifelike wiggling action, but nothing beats the grace and beauty of a pattern such as Flight’s Fancy. Even the name is great!
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Scuddle Muddle
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Hook: Turned-down-eye scud hook, sizes 22 to 10.

Thread: Tan 8/0.

Tag: Tying thread.

Extension fibers: Ginger hackle fibers.

Body: Ginger dry-fly dubbing.

Rib: Tying thread.

Wings: Ginger hackles.

Front hackle: Bleached elk.

Head: Clipped elk hair.

THE SCUDDLE MUDDLE IS ANOTHER OF AL AND GRETCHEN Beatty’s original patterns. While they are best known for their outstanding dry flies, the Scuddle Muddle is an emerger. The Beattys also make terrific nymphs and streamers.

I have seen different versions of the Scuddle Muddle, so even the Beattys sometimes swap materials on their flies. For example, rather than elk hair, you can tie what they call the front hackle using deer hair. They also use a variety of colors for body dubbing to make patterns that imitate almost any emerging mayfly or caddisfly. If you wish to tie an extremely small Scuddle Muddle, you can even dispense with the dubbing and dress the body with just thread.

Loop-wing Dun—Pale Morning Dun
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Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, size 16 or 14.

Thread: Gray 8/0.

Tail: Dun hackle fibers.

Abdomen: Gray dry-fly dubbing.

Rib: Brown tying thread.

Thorax: Gray dry-fly dubbing.

Hackle: Dun.

Wing: Gray polypropylene yarn.

THIS IS ANOTHER OF GARY BORGER’S GREAT PATTERNS on which he bends the first one-third of the hook up at a twenty-degree angle before tying the fly.

The looped yarn wing is a neat way to tie small- and medium-size mayfly dun imitations. This style of wing is easy to make. The fibers hold tiny air bubbles, so if the body slips beneath the water, the wing holds the fly close to the surface like an emerger or insect that has failed to emerge. A looped wing also creates a realistic silhouette and is easy to spot on the water. Try experimenting with white, orange, and pink yarn to increase the visibility of your flies. Switch back and forth, and see if the brightly colored wings put off the fish. Let me know how you do.

[image: image]

Mahogany Emerger

[image: image]

Hook: Standard dry-fly hook, sizes 20 to 12.

Thread: Dark brown 8/0.

Trailing shuck: Brown Z-lon.

Body: Stripped peacock herl, dyed brown.

Wing: Dun snowshoe hare foot fur.

Thorax: Brown Superfine dubbing

ACCORDING TO CONTRIBUTOR AARON JASPER, HIS Mahogany Emerger “is extremely durable and floats like a cork, even when presented in stream sections with turbulent surface currents.”

The snowshoe hare foot fur, which is used for creating the wing of the fly, makes the pattern extremely buoyant. The Mahogany Emerger has a natural appearance when viewed from the bottom. The trailing shuck is very sparse, like the shuck found on the real insect. The stripped peacock herl used for wrapping the abdomen creates a slender, natural-looking body.

Fish the Mahogany Emerger, and any color variations you wish to tie, in both the fast and slow sections of your favorite trout stream. This is a fine choice when the real mayflies are beginning to hatch.

[image: image]

Opal X-Caddis
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Hook: Tiemco TMC100, sizes 20 to 14.

Thread: Fifty denier, gel-spun thread.

Trailing shuck: Gold Z-lon.

Body: Opal Mirage tinsel.

Wing: Very fine deer hair.

IT’S SO REFRESHING TO ENCOUNTER A TIER WHO MAKES changes in another fellow’s pattern and doesn’t claim that he has created a new fly. Dennis Potter freely admits that his Opal X-Caddis is his take on Craig Mathews’s great X-Caddis. The addition of the opal tinsel body makes it irresistible to the trout; Dennis says this fly is “ridiculously effective.”

Both Craig and Dennis tie these flies in small hook sizes. To do this, you must use sparse amounts of materials. These patterns work well at the beginning of a caddis hatch when the natural insects are just beginning to pop through the surface film. Later in the hatch, when you see real caddisflies skating across the surface, you can switch to an Elk-hair Caddis or a Potter’s Opal & Elk.

X-Fly Modular Green Drake

[image: image]

Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, size 10.

Thread: Black 8/0.

Abdomen: Tube Bodiz premade body.

Wings: Medallion Sheeting or a similar wing material.

Hackle: Teal and grizzly.

Head: Black dubbing.

THE X-FLY MODULAR GREEN DRAKE, WHICH IS COMMERcially produced by Rainy’s, is tied using two unique fly-tying materials.

First, the abdomen, which is a Tube Bodiz, gives the pattern an amazingly lifelike appearance. Simply tie the Tube Bodiz to the hook and continue making the fly. The abdomen, which is quite sturdy, is hollow and also adds flotation to the pattern.

The wings are clear Medallion Sheeting clipped into the shape of mayfly wings. These wings add to the fly’s realism and are very durable.

The green drake is a popular summer mayfly, and you will want to stock up with imitations of this important and large insect. The X-Fly Modular Green Drake is an ideal candidate for filling that end of your fly box.

Isonychia Comparadun
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Hook: Tiemco TMC100, size 12 or 10.

Thread: Olive dun 8/0.

Tail: Dun hackle fibers.

Body: Grayish olive dry-fly dubbing, overwrapped with a stripped mallard quill.

Thorax: Grayish olive dry-fly dubbing.

Wing: Dark dun yearling elk

ON HIS HOME WATERS ON THE UPPER DELAWARE RIVER, tier Mike Romanowski says the Isonychia mayflies start hatching around the middle of May and continue until the pumpkins are ready for picking. During late spring and early summer, the “Iso’s” have a distinct olive cast, and the stripped mallard quill over olive gray dubbing creates the perfect match. The Isonychia emergence really comes into its own in July and August, when most other hatches are slim.

Mike sometimes uses fifty denier, fly-tying thread. This allows him to create a very dense yet durable wing, so this pattern floats through the riffles and pocket water where the Isonychia live and hatch. Try using the darkest stripped duck quills (black quills are the best) for completing the body on this pattern.
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Quill Gordon
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Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.

Thread: Tan 8/0.

Tail: Blue dun hackle fibers.

Body: Stripped herl from the eye of a peacock.

Wing: Wood duck flank fibers.

Hackle: Blue dun.

THE QUILL GORDON HAS BEEN WRITTEN ABOUT MANY times over the decades, but there is no way I can write a book titled 101 Favorite Dry Flies and not include this famous American pattern; it would be seeded high on any thoughtful angler’s list of important floating imitations. How to write about the Quill Gordon in a couple of short paragraphs?

Theodore Gordon, who many consider the father of American dry-fly fishing, created this pattern in the late nineteenth century. Until the creation of the Royal Wulff, it’s possible that the Quill Gordon was our most popular dry fly, and its influence has spread beyond fly fishing; there is a bed and breakfast called the Quill Gordon Inn, as well as a fictional detective named Quill Gordon.

Gordon made the body of the fly using a piece of stripped herl from a peacock eye. I might be wrong, but I don’t think you’ll find stripped peacock herl in any fly shop; you’ll have to make your own. Simply pull a piece of herl between your index finger and the nail of your thumb; the nail will strip the flue from the quill. Or, spread the herl between the thumb and index finger of one hand, and remove the flue using a common pencil eraser.

Olive Snowshoe Baetis Spinner

[image: image]

Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, size 18 or 16.

Thread: Olive 8/0.

Tail: Medium dun Microfibbets.

Abdomen: Tying thread.

Wing: Light cream or bleached snowshoe hare foot fur.

Thorax: Natural snowshoe hare foot fur.

BAETIS MAYFLIES ARE WIDESPREAD ACROSS NORTH AMERica. There are several species of Baetis, and in some locations they are one of the highlights of the fishing season. The small spinners, returning to the water to lay their eggs, can encourage surprisingly large fish to rise.

Ken Walrath used a synthetic material called Microfibbetts for the splayed tails on his Olive Snowshoe Baetis. Another product you’ll also find in your local fly shop, called simply Mayfly Tails, is an ideal substitute. Or, if you wish, you can use the bristles from a fine-fibered paintbrush.

The splayed wings imitate the appearance of a spinner mayfly lying exhausted on the water.

[image: image]

Green Drake Fan Wing

[image: image]

Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, size 6.

Thread: Olive green 8/0.

Tail: Moose-body hair.

Body: Insect green floss.

Rib: Brown floss.

Wings: Mallard-flank feathers.

Hackle: Grizzly.

WE USE SEVERAL MATERIALS TO TIE THE WINGS ON MAYFLY dun imitations; hair, yarn, and feather fibers are among the most popular ingredients. Sharon E. Wright used mallard-flank feathers to fashion the wings on her Green Drake Fan Wing, and the effect is outstanding.

Feather fan wings look great; they give a fly an appearance of realism. They also help the pattern land upright on the surface of the water; the wings catch the air like a parachute, and the fly plops down in the correct position.

Practice tying fan wings on larger flies such as the Green Drake, and work progressively smaller as you gain experience. You will be limited by the size of the feathers you can find, but you should be able to work down to about size 12.

Crystal Wing Parachute Pheasant-tail and Adams

[image: image]

Crystal Wing Parachute Pheasant-tail

Hook: Curved-shank emerger hook, sizes 18 to 14.

Thread: Black 6/0.

Tail: Three ring-necked, pheasant-tail fibers.

Abdomen: Ring-necked, pheasant-tail fibers.

Rib: Clear monofilament.

Thorax: Peacock herl.

Wing: Pearl Crystal Splash.

Hackle: Brown.

Crystal Wing Parachute Adams

Hook: Regular dry-fly hook, sizes 18 to 12.

Thread: Gray 6/0.

Tail: Moose-body hair.

Body: Adams gray fine and dry dubbing.

Wing: Pearl Crystal Splash.

Hackle: Brown and natural grizzly.

THESE TWO FLIES DEMONSTRATE THAT YOU CAN ADAPT new materials to update older patterns. Here, the folks at the Spirit River Company have tied the wings on these two common parachute flies using their product, called Crystal Splash. The trout don’t mind the change in materials, and these flies are easy to track on the water.

Look at the standard patterns you are already tying. Can you improve any of them using modern materials? Can you make changes in the bodies, wings, or other features? Don’t go crazy; just make sensible substitutions and try your new creations the next time you go fishing. This sort of experimenting is fun, and it will keep your tying fresh and exciting.

CRYSTAL WING PARACHUTE PHEASANT-TAIL

[image: image]

CRYSTAL WING PARACHUTE ADAMS

[image: image]

Struggling Green Drake
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Extended Abdomen

Base: Flymen Fishing Company Wiggle Shank.

Thread: Olive 8/0.

Tail: Moose hair.

Abdomen: Blue-winged Olive Superfine dubbing.

Rib: Hopper yellow 8/0 tying thread.

Thorax

Hook: Tiemco 2488, sizes 16 to 12.

Extended-body connection: 4X fluorocarbon tippet.

Wing: Black snowshoe hare fur from the back of the foot.

Thorax: Blue-winged Olive Superfine dubbing.

Hackle: Speckled badger or dark champagne.

THE STRUGGLING GREEN DRAKE IS AN UNUSUAL extended-body emerger imitation. Al Ritt ties the abdomen on a Wiggle Shank, a product of the innovative Flymen Fishing Company. Al then places a hook in the vise and attaches the abdomen to the shank; he leaves enough play so the abdomen moves freely. When fishing, the abdomen hangs down in the surface film while the thorax remains on the surface. The Struggling Green Drake does a fine job imitating an insect just breaking through the surface film and turning into a winged adult.

Use this design as a guide to creating imitations of other large, emerging mayflies—a Struggling Hexagenia comes to mind.

[image: image]

Harey Dun—Blue-winged Olive and Pale Morning Dun

[image: image]

Harey Dun—Blue-winged Olive

Hook: Daiichi 1100, sizes 22 to 16.

Tail: Olive Mayfly Tails.

Abdomen: Olive stripped quill.

Wing: Black snowshoe hare fur from the back of the foot.

Thorax: Blue-winged Olive Superfine dubbing.

Hackle: Grizzly, dyed olive.

Harey Dun—Pale Morning Dun

Hook: Daiichi 1100, sizes 18 to 14.

Tail: Medium dun Mayfly Tails.

Abdomen: Stripped quill, dyed pale morning dun.

Wing: Medium dun snowshoe hare fur from the back of the foot.
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