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First for Piet and Margie, and now for Emma and Aidan



Cast of Characters


Miss Mallard: World-famous ducktective

El Ducko: A famous artist

Alfredo: A Doge’s Palace guard

Enrico: A Doge’s Palace officer

Gino: A gondolier who takes Miss Mallard around Venice’s canals



What’s in Miss Mallard’s Bag?


Miss Mallard has many detective tools she brings with her on her adventures around the world.

In her knitting bag she usually has:

• Newspaper clippings

• Knitting needles and yarn

• A magnifying glass

• A flashlight

• A mirror

• A travel guide

• Chocolates for her nephew
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Art Theft!
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Miss Mallard, the world-famous ducktective, was at the opera festival in Venice when the Italian police asked for her help. A priceless masterpiece had been stolen from the Doge’s Palace.

Miss Mallard hurried across the Piazza San Marco—one of the most beautiful squares in the world—to the entrance of the palace. When she got there, a pigeon handed her a note and said, “A duck wearing a mask told me to give this to you.”

Miss Mallard read the note. It said: “NEVER FEAR, EL DUCKO IS NEAR!”

“That’s nice to know,” said Miss Mallard, quacking with delight.

Once inside, Miss Mallard met the police and palace officers. Alfredo, a palace guard, carried Miss Mallard’s knitting bag, which contained her detective tools and clipping file.
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They all went upstairs to a heavy locked door. Alfredo held the knitting bag awkwardly with his right wing. And then he began unlocking the door with his left.

“This is where the theft occurred,” said Enrico, a palace officer. “We locked the door to keep tourists out until after your investigation.”
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