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  How to Use This Book




  This guide is made up of data-packed chapters that provide the kind of practical information you need to enjoy the Greater Charleston area. The early chapters of this book are generally focused on tourism, history, and attractions. This information is useful to visitors (and residents alike) who want to know more about the city and the surrounding area. Starting with Relocation, the latter chapters are especially helpful to newcomers who have decided to make the Lowcountry their permanent home.




  If you are planning a visit or move to Charleston, surf the chapters to make contacts ahead of time. If you are already here or on your way to the city, flip to the Getting Here, Getting Around section of the Welcome to Greater Charleston chapter to determine the best route to your desired destinations, or flip to our Accommodations chapter for information on lodging. And if you have arrived and are carrying the book around as a reference tool, just zip to a particular chapter to find the best or closest restaurants, entertainment, recreation, shopping, and attractions. The index at the back of the book can help you pinpoint a specific subject or place quickly and easily.




  Up front, we’ve provided area maps to help you get your bearings here in the Lowcountry. We give you brief vital statistics, Insiders’ Tips (indicated by i ) and sidebars for quick insights, and more lengthy Close-ups with information that is particularly interesting, unusual, and distinctly Charlestonian.
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  You’ll also find listings accompanied by the ★ symbol—these are our top picks for attractions, restaurants, accommodations, and everything in between that you shouldn’t miss while you’re in the area. You want the best this region has to offer? Go with our Insiders’ Choice.




  The chapter called Kids is offered as a collection of some of our favorite ways to show your children a healthy good time. It is a subjective overview of venues and activities that have afforded us hours of fun with children we know.




  You will notice that throughout the guide we refer to four main general areas—downtown Charleston, east of the Cooper (River), west of the Ashley (River), and the western islands. Downtown includes the Peninsula and the area slightly north; east of the Cooper includes Mount Pleasant, Sullivan’s Island, and Isle of Palms; west of the Ashley refers to the area just across the Ashley River bridges. The western islands are James, Johns, Folly, Kiawah, and Seabrook.




  Within chapters such as Dining, Entertainment, and Accommodations, expect to find geographical subcategories for your convenience. Further, Shopping is organized to benefit two broad categories of readers. We start with a rundown for tourists and visitors who want to explore the major shopping venues downtown. We organize the shopping opportunities by merchandise categories.




  Moving to the Charleston area or already live here? Be sure to check out the Living Here appendix that offers sections on relocation, retirement, and media.




  Whether you’re a visitor to Charleston or you’ve chosen to live here, we hope this guide proves helpful in many ways.
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WELCOME TO Greater Charleston





  Welcome to Greater Charleston, where three South Carolina counties—Charleston, Berkeley, and Dorchester—blend together and create the scenic backdrop for a unique and wonderful lifestyle.




  This is a land of history, the home of Revolutionary statesmen. This is a city of gallantry, glory, folly, and pain—where democracy was nurtured and secession proclaimed. This is where, very early on, beauty was deemed as important as survival, whatever the cost. Pride was encouraged. Families were sacrosanct, and God was dutifully acknowledged in mind and matter.




  The sociopolitical passions and turbulent economies that made Charleston such a fascinating place 200 years ago are still very much with us today. Only now the canvas is larger, the paintbrush wider, and Charleston’s colorful story just gets bolder as the years go by.




  One of the reasons Charleston seems so timeless has to do with geography. The historic Peninsula (the heart of Charleston’s identity) is bound by two rivers, the Ashley and the Cooper. Despite whatever else those rivers have meant to Charleston and its people over time, the waters effectively impounded the 18th-century city. This watery restraint forced all real growth and change northward—pushing it upward, spilling it over onto neighboring lands. Even today, neighborhoods that were built “east Cooper” or “west Ashley” always carry the unspoken phrase “of the Peninsula” and bear indirect witness to the old city’s powerful presence.




  The natural containment of the Ashley and Cooper Rivers (effectively protecting the Peninsula from change) had an accomplice in the Lowcountry itself. The southeastern third of South Carolina is physically low, close to sea level, prone to swampland, marsh, and innumerable shallow creeks and streams. The land was hostile toward early settlers and planters, and it was costly to railroad builders and almost every other developer. It didn’t welcome growth, and it resists change to this day.




  In many ways Charleston was isolated and remained something of a cultural island while America pushed westward into its destiny. Charleston and its captive Peninsula effectively stayed behind, surrounded by its many coastal distractions.




  As it has for eons, the endless marsh seems to change color every day. Unspoiled beaches can be caught playing tag with a restless (occasionally punishing) sea. Charlestonians know that not far away they can find dark and mysterious swamps that, in certain moonlight, whisper primordial secrets in the native tongue of an ancient higher power.




  If this is isolation, then it’s splendid isolation. This is the Lowcountry: a place, a people, a unique perspective on the world.




  Is it any wonder we love living here?.




  AREA OVERVIEW




  Year after year, Charleston has been recognized in popular tourist magazines as one of the top 10 domestic travel destinations. In 2012 Conde Nast Traveler brought international attention naming Charleston as the world’s number-one destination. It’s also been proclaimed by etiquette guru Marjabelle Young Stewart as the “most mannerly” city in America. We hope that will turn out to be your experience as well.




  Here’s an overview of Charleston and the surrounding area. This chapter is arranged in the geographical order used throughout this book and offers some information that will provide a peek at what’s here now to see and enjoy.




  Charleston.




  Exactly 758 miles from New York City, 585 miles from Miami, and almost 2,500 miles from Los Angeles, Charleston remains an undeniably livable city for those fortunate enough to call it home. It’s a city of unhurried grace and distinct Southern charm, blessed with an uncanny number of historic structures, many of which have been transformed into handsome offices, restaurants, stores, and homes.




  Charleston is the second-largest city in South Carolina (Greenville takes first place). The city’s 2010 Census Bureau count was 120,083. In 2012, that estimate had jumped to 125,583. The city’s Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area encompasses three counties: Charleston, Berkeley, and Dorchester. This is sometimes called the “Tri-County Area” or the “Trident Area,” and in 2010, the population of this area totaled 664,607. By 2012, the estimated total was 697,439.




  Charleston has a warm climate. In January the average temperature is 50 degrees; in July, it’s 82 It’s prudent to note that summertime temperatures can peak above the 100-degree mark, and the humidity, which is considerable in the Lowcountry during any season, makes the hot seem hotter and the cold colder. Spring in Charleston, however, more than compensates for any discomfort during the other seasons. Many consider it the best time of year in the area; days are warm, nights barely chilled, and the whole world appears to be dripping in wisteria vines and azalea blossoms.
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  The Charleston economy continues to be sound and growing. The economic activity is most evident in the vast, newly connected lands of Daniel Island and Cainhoy. Just to the east and north of peninsular Charleston, these areas were annexed in 1991 to the city of Charleston. Daniel Island, which is 4,500 acres, is now being developed as a planned, environmentally sensitive community (See the Relocation chapter.)




  In 2012 the South Carolina State Ports Authority (SPA) handled more than $63.6 billion in cargo through the Charleston customs facility. As the eighth-largest cargo port in the nation (and still the fourth-largest container port on the East Coast), the port directly and indirectly provides over 260,800 jobs with an economic impact of $45 billion each year.




  Throughout its history, Charleston has stood as the cultural capital of the South. The performing arts are well represented here, with a symphony orchestra, community theater groups, and several dance companies. The Gibbes Museum of Art and a growing number of independent art galleries display the city’s impressive appreciation for the visual arts. The abundant examples of architectural preservation, showing the city’s long-standing heritage of building excellence and craftsmanship, also bear witness to this aesthetic awareness.




  Mount Pleasant.




  Anyone who crosses the Cooper River via the Ravenel Bridge into Mount Pleasant will never forget the journey. Directly across the Cooper River from Charleston, Mount Pleasant dates its founding to 1680. The original heart of Mount Pleasant is the area known as the Old Village. It is designated a National Register Historic District, with its gracious homes from both the colonial and antebellum periods. Today, the city carefully preserves its rich heritage and small-town appeal. The 2010 Census count for Mount Pleasant was 67,843 (a 42.5 percent jump from the 2000 Census figures). Estimates for 2012 were 71,875.
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  The population numbers for this thriving community certainly qualify it as a “city.” But, as the name implies, the “town” of Mount Pleasant is an apt description for the state of mind and the attitude of the businesses you’ll find there. Although it serves as a major bedroom community to the Charleston Peninsula, it’s still a viable community unto itself.




  The days when Mount Pleasant residents were dependent on the Peninsula for primary shopping, dining, and entertainment venues are gone. Mount Pleasant’s $40 million Towne Centre is clear proof of that, with its 15 separate buildings housing about 65 tenants within 425,000 square feet of upscale shopping space.




  Patriots Point, the world’s largest naval and maritime museum complex, is Mount Pleasant’s biggest attraction. It is dominated by the aircraft carrier Yorktown, World War II’s famous “Fighting Lady.” You can also board tour boats at Patriots Point to visit Fort Sumter National Monument, where the Civil War began. (See the Attractions and Tours chapters.)




  Adjacent to Patriots Point is Patriots Point Links, one of the area’s most popular public golf courses. The 18-hole, par 72 layout provides spectacular views of Charleston Harbor and the Peninsula’s skyline (See the Golf chapter.) The Mount Pleasant Visitor Center at 99 Harry J. Hallman Jr. Blvd. off Coleman Boulevard is a good place to start when exploring Mount Pleasant.




  Sullivan’s Island.




  South of Mount Pleasant and across the Intracoastal Waterway, Sullivan’s Island is one of Mount Pleasant’s three true barrier islands (Isle of Palms and the private island of Dewees are the other two). Access to the island is via the Ben Sawyer Causeway (SR 703) from Mount Pleasant or via the Isle of Palms Connector (SR 517) through the Isle of Palms.




  Largely a quiet, residential island of old and new beach houses, the island’s estimated population in 2012 was 1,791. There is also a smattering of charming 19th-century “summer homes” that have somehow managed to survive the hurricanes and changing fashions of vacation architecture. The few restaurants and pubs on the island are crowded along Middle Street and create something of a strip for strollers who might want to “pub hop” during the evening hours.




  Sullivan’s Island is the site of old Fort Moultrie and its accompanying interpretation center, which is operated by the National Park Service. There you can trace the fort’s history from the American Revolution through World War II. (See Forts in the Attractions chapter.)




  Another interesting by-product of Sullivan’s Island’s military days is the fine old row of quarters (not far from the lighthouse) that date back to World War I. Still standing at attention along a quiet side street is a handsome line of large frame houses that once served as “officers’ row” for the garrison at Fort Moultrie. Now private homes, these former examples of elite military housing speak eloquently of another time from the island’s (and our country’s) past.




  Isle of Palms.




  Over the years, the Isle of Palms has grown increasingly popular as a resort and residential island. In 2012, the estimated population was 4,133. But when you throw in the seasonal renters and the day visitors, the island can host thousands of additional people on any given summer day. Its proximity to Charleston is one of the reasons; its 6 miles of wide, sparkling beach are another attraction.




  Those who are here for the short term can enjoy a wide range of accommodations from one end of the island to the other. The island also has a full complement of shops, restaurants, goods, and services to make life very comfortable.




  World-famous Wild Dunes Resort, at the northeast end of the island, offers fine restaurants, conference facilities, a fitness center, multiple tennis courts, and two championship Tom Fazio–designed golf courses. Wild Dunes is a busy destination all year long. (See the Relocation and Accommodations chapters.) The Wild Dunes Yacht Harbor is one of the finest marinas on the Eastern Seaboard. Maybe best of all, Wild Dunes is still only 15 miles from downtown Charleston, offering visitors the chance to enjoy the best of both worlds.




  North Charleston.




  North Charleston, incorporated only in 1972, is geographically the third-largest city in South Carolina, with an estimated population of 110,861. Its reputation as the hub of the Lowcountry is justified; it’s clearly the business and transportation center for the lower half of the state. The international airport and the Amtrak station are here. Also, I-26 and the Mark Clark Expressway (I-526) make getting anywhere in the Lowcountry a snap. (See the Getting Here, Getting Around section in this chapter.)




  Once known as the location of Charleston’s huge naval facility, North Charleston has outgrown that economic dependency. One of the city’s main attractions is the Charleston Area Convention Center Complex, which includes the 14,000-seat Coliseum and the 2,250-seat Performing Arts Center. These state-of-the-art venues draw crowds from all over the area and host a wide variety of events ranging from Broadway shows to major rock concerts and ice shows. The Coliseum is also the home of the South Carolina Stingrays, our local ice hockey team.




  Not only does the area have more than 6,000 hotel rooms, but the rates are also generally lower than those found elsewhere in the Lowcountry (especially downtown Charleston). This makes North Charleston a favorite haunt for business types and convention travelers. If you’re arriving via I-26, you may want to stop at the North Charleston Visitor Center just across from the Coliseum.




  Berkeley County.




  In the 1980s, Berkeley County, just north of Charleston County, was the fastest-growing county in all of South Carolina. The boom came when major new industrial concerns invested more than $1.7 billion in the county economy.




  The greatest concentration of population and residential and commercial development has been in the southern portion of the county near Moncks Corner. Berkeley’s central town, however, remains Goose Creek. Other county towns include Hanahan and St. Stephen. Total population of these towns is more than 68,000, according to recent estimates.




  Currently, industrial development is concentrated along US 52 north of Goose Creek and on the island formed by the Cooper River and the Black River and its tributary branches. The major Berkeley County employers are Naval Weapons Station Charleston and Nucor Steel.




  Much of the northern portion of Berkeley County is still productive, cultivated farmland. Most of the eastern portion of the county and large areas of the west remain as beautiful pine forests—one of the county’s most distinctive features.




  Dorchester County.




  Dorchester’s $127 million in economic development in recent years largely came from the expansion of existing industries. The major employers in Dorchester County include the Robert Bosch Corp. (antilock braking systems) and Showa Denko Carbon, Inc. (graphite electrodes for the steel industry). Although St. George, with its estimated 2012 population of 2,127, is the county seat, the part of Dorchester County currently seeing the greatest amount of economic growth is Summerville. With a 2012 estimated population of 44,719, the town’s healthy mix of retail, commercial, and tourist-related businesses, along with light manufacturing concerns, seems to be attracting both newcomers and business investors.




  

    

      Charleston Index




      • Population:




      City of Charleston: 134,875 (in 2017)




      Metro Area: 761,000 (in 2017)




      South Carolina: 5,024,369 (in 2017)




      • Area (square miles):




      City of Charleston: 88.14 square miles




      Business district: 7.6 square miles




      South Carolina: 31,113 square miles




      • Nickname/Motto: “The Holy City”




      • Translation of Latin motto from the city’s official seal: Aedes Mora Juraque Curat, “She guards her buildings, her customs, and her laws.”




      • Average temperatures: Jan: 50˚F, July: 82˚F




      • Average rainfall: 51 inches per year




      • City/state founded:




      First English colony of Carolina founded: 1670




      Officially separated as Royal Colony of South Carolina: 1729




      Incorporated as City of Charleston: 1783




      • South Carolina’s major cities: Columbia (state capital), Charleston, Florence, Georgetown, Greenville, Hilton Head, Mount Pleasant, Myrtle Beach, North Charleston, Spartanburg, Sumter




      • Major colleges/universities: Charleston Southern University, College of Charleston/University of Charleston, The Citadel, Trident Technical College, Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston School of Law




      • Important dates in history:




      1670 Founding of Charles Towne colony




      1680 Colony moved to safer location on peninsula




      1719 Revolt leading to establishment of South Carolina as province of British Crown




      1783 Newly liberated city changes name to “Charleston”




      1822 Denmark Vesey slave uprising




      1861 Outbreak of War between the States




      1886 The Great Earthquake




      1904 Construction of US Navy Yard




      1977 Debut of Spoleto Festival USA




      1989 Devastation by Hurricane Hugo




      • Major area employers: Medical University of South Carolina, Joint Base Charleston, Charleston County School District, Roper St. Francis Healthcare, Berkeley County School District, JEM Restaurant Group, Trident Health System, Dorchester County School District II, Boeing South Carolina, Walmart




      • Major airports/interstates: Charleston International Airport; I-26; I-526; Public transportation: CARTA (bus system); DASH (downtown area shuttle)




      • Military bases: Charleston Air Force Base (437th Airlift Wing) and 315th Airlift Wing (Reserves); US Coast Guard Group Charleston Station; Naval Weapons Station Charleston




      • Driving laws: Right turn on red permitted; seatbelts must be worn at all times in moving vehicle; headlights must be on when wipers are used; speed limit on state highways is 55 mph; speed limit on interstates is 70 mph in designated limited-access areas.




      • Alcohol laws: Legal drinking age is 21 years; blood-alcohol content of .08 percent or higher is DUI in South Carolina, but lower percentages can also be designated DUI at arresting officer’s discretion.




      • Daily newspaper: The Post and Courier; daily circulation, 85,037; Sunday, 93,577




      • Sales tax: 8.5 percent city/state sales tax (1 percent sales tax discount for citizens age 85 and over), 14.5 percent city/state accommodations tax


    


  




  West Ashley




  The City of Charleston annexed its first West Ashley tract in 1960, and the area has been growing ever since. The population figure for this area is more than 75,000 according to recent estimates.




  West Ashley is a patchwork of old and new neighborhoods and businesses that line the major traffic arteries (US 17 S. and SR 61). Many of the older neighborhoods have graceful old live oaks and spacious, well-tended lawns. And please note, the local residents don’t live in West Ashley or at West Ashley, they simply “live West Ashley.”




  West Ashley is home to Charles Towne Landing State Historic Site, a nature/historic theme park on the site of the original English settlement. It also claims the beautiful Ashley River Road, which leads to Drayton Hall, Magnolia Gardens, and Middleton Place (see Historic Plantations in the Attractions chapter). You’ll find Charleston’s largest shopping center—Citadel Mall, with well over 100 tenants—in West Ashley. The area also has the “Automile,” a strip of new and used car dealerships along Savannah Highway (US 17 S.) and one of the major engines of the local economy.




  By far, the largest employer West Ashley (you’ll get used to saying it that way) is Bon Secours–St. Francis Hospital. This huge, 32-acre medical complex added 875 new jobs to the area economy, and many other spin-off businesses have followed suit.




  James Island & Johns Island




  Geographically, James Island, which lies due west of the Charleston Peninsula, is less rural than Johns Island. It is essentially a bedroom community for Charleston, with many shopping strips scattered along the main roads of Maybank Highway and Folly Road.




  What remains of James Island’s rural character may be threatened by the easy access now made possible by the James Island Expressway (SR 30). This increasingly busy roadway connecting the island to the Peninsula is fueling rapid development—especially along Folly Road toward Folly Beach. The remaining tracts of farmland are likely victims of rising land values and are prime targets for real estate developers.




  While Johns Island may be still agricultural in appearance, change is in the air. A recent study showed that Johns Island was home to more than half of the nearly 2,000 people employed on the resort islands of Kiawah and Seabrook (plus most of the 400 more who work there during the busy season). After the opening of The Sanctuary, Kiawah’s hotel and spa, the number of James and Johns Island employees jumped considerably.




  Folly Beach




  This eccentric and diverse beach town likes to call itself “the edge of America.” Only 10 minutes from historic Charleston, this is a tourist’s world—one where there’s plenty to see and do.




  First of all, there’s the beach—Folly’s claim to fame. It runs almost 6 miles along the Atlantic side of the island. Folly has had serious erosion problems in the past. Periodically the beach is “renourished” by mechanically pumping millions of cubic yards of sand back onto the shore. But there’s always plenty of sand, sun, fun, and (yes) folly to go around.




  The island has a year-round estimated population of 2,617. But the population swells enormously on any summer day, when the hordes of beach lovers, young and old, come out to play. Employment opportunities are almost exclusively limited to the tourist trade.




  Crabbing, sunning, surfing, swimming, surf fishing, biking, waterskiing, and sailing are going on nearly year-round. You name it, Folly Beach has it. Folly touts its 1,000-foot fishing pier, complete with snack bar, tackle shop, and full-service seafood restaurant. The pier is reminiscent of the old days when beach pavilions were all the rage for dance bands and swing music. Although there are walk-throughs along the beach that lead from Arctic and Ashley Avenues to the surf for day visitors, it’s best to go to the west end of the island and visit Folly Beach County Park. Admission is $7 a vehicle ($10 on summer weekends), but once you’re inside, you’ve got restrooms, showers, drinking water, limited parking, and probably the best open vistas on the island.




  You’ll find many reasonable short-term accommodations at Folly Beach. There are also seasonal rentals and a lot of interesting full-time residents on the island. It is Charleston’s truly original beach playground. (See the Accommodations chapter.)




  Kiawah Island




  Only 26 miles from Charleston is Kiawah Island, renowned for its natural beauty and environmentally responsible development. The endless acres of marsh, the 10 miles of pristine Atlantic beach, the thick forests, and abundant wildlife are only the beginning. Among all this are championship golf, first-rate tennis, exclusive shopping, and fine dining. Like the beach itself, the opportunities for enjoyment here go on and on.




  Golfers have a selection of courses to play. They can choose from Turtle Point by Jack Nicklaus, Cougar Point by Gary Player, Tom Fazio’s Osprey Point, and the famed Ocean Course by Pete Dye (site of the memorable 1991 Ryder Cup). (See the Golf chapter for more details.) In November 1997, the Ocean Course hosted the 43rd World Cup of Golf with teams from 32 nations competing. Televised in more than 80 countries, this was the world’s most-watched golf tournament to date. In fall 2003, the World Cup returned with 24 nations participating in this much-heralded international golf championship. More excitement returned with the Senior PGA Championship in 2007. The latest major event was the PGA Championship in 2012. Also on Kiawah, tennis buffs have two complete tennis centers with fully staffed pro shops and extensive instructional facilities.




  The island’s accommodations are all outstanding. Some guests prefer being pampered at The Sanctuary, the island’s hotel and convention facility with luxury spa, which opened in 2004. Others prefer the privacy of furnished villas or cottages conveniently scattered around the island. Bear in mind that Kiawah Island is a private community with access limited to property owners, guests of the resort, or designated rental agencies. Full-time residents number 1,626, according to the 2010 census. But seasonal visitors swell this number to more than 7,000. Public access to the beach is available at Beachwalker County Park at the west end of the island. (See the Relocation, Accommodations, and Golf chapters.) For more about Kiawah, start at the Kiawah Island Visitor Center at 22 Beachwalker Dr., open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon through Fri.




  Seabrook Island




  Seabrook Island is on the Atlantic shore just 22 miles south of Charleston. It is unique in that it is totally private and completely owned by its residents. Entry to the island is controlled by a security gate for the privacy of residents and guests. The beauty of the island is striking. Visitors can enjoy 3.5 miles of unspoiled beach along the Atlantic and the banks of the Edisto River, which flows into the ocean at Seabrook.




  The Club at Seabrook offers championship golf courses: Crooked Oaks, designed by Robert Trent Jones Sr., and Ocean Winds, designed by Willard Byrd. (See the Golf chapter.) A beach club, a tennis center, and a beautiful Island House Club with restaurants, bar lounges, and a golf pro shop are here. Also unique to Seabrook is its equestrian center.




  The island has more than 450 villas available for rent as well as more than 1,700 permanent residents whose homes are situated along the beach, marshes, lakes, and golf courses.




  Bohicket Marina, just outside the Seabrook Island gate, is a superb marina with dockominiums plus an attractive shopping area. About 60 rental slips are available for all sizes of motor cruisers and sailboats. Boat rentals and charters for deep-sea fishing, crabbing, shrimping, or exploring the miles of ocean creeks are also available. (See the Boating & Water Sports chapter.)




  GETTING HERE, GETTING AROUND




  Visitors to the Trident area who arrive via different modes of transportation are faced with challenges unique to each form. For instance, if you drive, fly, ride the bus, or take the train, how are you going to negotiate the trip into town or—worse yet—out to the fringes? Say you come in on a yacht, or you are a passenger on a cruise ship. What next?




  We’ve answered these questions individually, and the headings identify each transportation mode.




  Getting Here by Auto




  Thankfully, travel accompanied by GPS has simplified directions into and around Charleston by car. Or local area maps show the major routes for entering the Charleston area such as I-26, I-526, US 52, US 78, US 17 N., US 17 S., and SR 61 (see our maps) With heavy seasonal traffic (in spring, as many as half a million visitors come to Charleston by car), seemingly constant road and bridge work, and a peculiar system of one-way city streets, getting around Charleston is not always simple on first try. A new DASH route serving this area makes a continuous loop from the visitor center around King, Broad, East Bay, Market, and Meeting Streets and, best of all, is free.




  

    i




    Beware! Many Charleston streets and alleys are one way. With so many interesting distractions vying for your attention, it’s easy to miss the signs. So keep a lookout and be careful.


  




  Also, parking is always a problem. The city has made strides toward managing the situation to the benefit of both residents and tourists, with restricted parking hours in residential neighborhoods and parking garages for public use. Metered parking spaces are limited but convenient when you can find them. To avoid costly tickets, a parking garage is your safest bet (see City & County Parking Facilities later in this chapter).
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      Take a Number




      Bombarded by highway designations that seem to be blurring into one another? Confused by well-meaning Lowcountry direction givers who throw out numbers faster than a lottery-ball machine? Take heart! Below is a brief listing of highways and connectors that are often referred to by locals without the state or US prefixes.




      For cross-referencing ease and your information, please note these numbers, with a few of their local incarnations: US 17 N. (the Crosstown, the Bypass, Johnnie Dodds Boulevard, Georgetown Highway)




      US 17 S. (Savannah Highway)




      US 52 (Rivers Avenue)




      US 78 (Summerville Highway)




      SR 7 (Sam Rittenberg Boulevard, Cosgrove Avenue)




      SR 30 (James Island Expressway)




      SR 517 (Isle of Palms Connector)




      SR 700 (Maybank Highway)




      SR 703 (Coleman, Ben Sawyer, Jasper, and Palm Boulevards)




      SR 61 (St Andrews Boulevard, Ashley River Road)




      SR 171 (Folly Road)




      I-526 (Mark Clark Expressway)




      Remember, don’t be afraid to ask for specifics. When true Insiders are pressed for directions, they can almost always find a way to shepherd you from point A to point B.


    


  




  Getting Here by Air




  Charleston is more accessible than ever by air. The Trident area boasts a full-service international airport with major carriers taking off and touching down throughout the day. Major national rental car agencies service the airport, limousine and shuttle services are available, and the terminal has a 1,200-space covered parking garage, plus additional surface parking on-site.




  There are also four Lowcountry locations serving the needs of private pilots; one is an auxiliary service of the Charleston International Airport. All are reasonably convenient to the downtown area, and specific amenities are noted below.




  Major Airport Service




  CHARLESTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, 5500 International Blvd., North Charleston; (843) 767-1100, (843) 767-7009; chs-airport.com. This 280,000-square-foot facility has 10 gates, all served by covered loading bridges. The walking distance from the terminal entrance to the remotest aircraft gate is only about 800 feet. The international area and customs service inspection area have 25,000 square feet of space and process international passengers quickly. Currently, the airport is undergoing phased renovations to add an additional baggage carousel and five new gates along with other improvements. If you’re interested in business opportunities at Charleston International Airport, contact the Aviation Authority Development Office at (843) 767-7000 or visit chs-airport.com




  Flight Information




  Major airlines serving the Trident’s international flight facility include American, (800) 433-7300 (reservations), (800) 535-5225 (baggage); Delta, (800) 221-1212 (reservations), (800) 325-8224 (baggage); JetBlue, (800) 538-2583 (reservations), (866) 538-5438 (baggage); Southwest Airlines, (800) 435-9792 (reservations and baggage); and United, (800) 241-6522 (reservations), (800) 335-2247 (baggage.)




  The number to call if you want to check an arrival time for an incoming flight is (843) 767-7009. Checking before leaving for the airport can save time and frustration. The airport’s information desk always has the most updated flight schedule data available.




  Rental Cars/Parking




  Chances are your preferred rental car service has an airport outlet in Charleston. The five national companies that serve the airport are Avis, (800) 331-1212 or (843) 767-7031; Budget, (800) 527-0700 or (843) 767-7051; Enterprise, (800) 261-7331 or (843) 767-4557; Hertz, (800) 654-3131 or (843) 767-4550; and National, (800) 227-7368 or (843) 767-3078.




  The terminal parking facility offers 1,200 covered spaces for a fee of $15 per day. A surface lot slightly farther away from the terminal offers additional parking at $8 per day. Thirty minutes of parking in both areas is free. A free cell phone waiting area is available for persons picking up travelers who call once they have exited the terminal. A valet parking service is available from 5 a.m. to 1 a.m. (or until the last flight arrives) 7 days a week for $15 per day and can be reached at (843) 767-0990.




  Getting to the Airport




  As a simple rule of thumb, plan on allowing at least a half hour to get to the airport if you’re driving from downtown Charleston. Allow even more time during rush hours or on busy holiday travel dates. You may want to call ahead and get time allowances for security procedures.




  Take I-26 west (toward Columbia) Exit off I-26 at exit 212-B marked Airport and I-526 Savannah. Continue approximately a mile on I-526 (toward Savannah), and exit at the Montague Avenue exit. A sign will also read Trident Research Authority, Coliseum, and Airport. Turn right at the light (at the exit to International Boulevard), and continue approximately 1.5 miles to the terminal.




  If you are driving south toward the city on I-26, take the Mark Clark Expressway (I-526) exit. The airport exit off this highway is clearly marked, and you’ll again head into the terminal area via International Boulevard.




  For local residents and those who need ground transportation to the airport from downtown or other locations, there’s a central phone number through the Charleston Aviation Authority that will redirect your call to the next available option. Call (800) 750-1311 or (843) 607-5456 for this airport limousine/taxi pick-up information.




  Another option for transportation both to and from the airport to the visitor center at Meeting and Mary Streets downtown is to catch route 11 “Dorchester/Airport” on the CARTA bus system (see “Public Transportation” later in the chapter). For schedules check out ridecarta.com.




  Taxi, Limo & Shuttle Service from the Airport




  Several Charleston area hotels, motels, and bed-and-breakfast inns offer shuttle service to and from the airport. Check with your reservation agent, your inn’s concierge, or your hotel for specific details. Near the baggage carousel, you’ll find a lighted courtesy board showing several of the area’s better hotels, motels, and bed-and-breakfast inns. The attached phone offers speed-dial service to those places offering airport pick-up service.




  If you’re left to your own resources for transportation into the city, you have a couple of options. Outside the baggage claim area, across the pick-up zone, is a small booth offering taxi and limo (van) rides to Lowcountry destinations. Various cab companies, as a service of the Aviation Authority, take turns picking up fares from this booth. Here’s the gist: If you are in a great hurry, a taxi will take you immediately at a metered rate of $2.52 a mile for the first two passengers. Additional passengers will pay $14 each. The average ride from the airport to a downtown hotel will be around $29 to $34. If you’re willing to wait about 15 minutes, you can catch a shuttle (really a van) with several other passengers at a much-discounted rate of $14 per person.




  

    i




    One way to avoid the somewhat pricey long-term parking fees at Charleston International Airport is to use one of the off-site parking facilities nearby that can deliver you to the front door of the airport in time for your flight and safely store your car while you’re gone. Upon return, just call their shuttle for a quick ride to the lot, where your car will be ready and waiting for you. One of the best options is Park & Go, at 3621 West Montague Ave. Call (843) 302-2288, (866) 727-5275, or visit park-go.com for rates and information.


  




  Passengers heading to the nearby Charleston Air Force Base can catch an immediate taxi for around $14. A trip for one or two to Kiawah or Seabrook by taxi is about $73 or $75, respectively, for the 30-mile journey. Those heading for Wild Dunes can expect to pay about $59. Other approximate fares are available on charleston-arrives.com. If you want private limousine service and make reservations in advance, you can choose from a number of limousine companies available in the Lowcountry. (See the “Limousines” listing later in this chapter.)




  Private Plane Service




  Greater Charleston offers four options for private pilots, all convenient and uncongested.




  ATLANTIC AVIATION (NORTH CHARLESTON), 6060 South Aviation Ave., North Charleston; (843) 746-7600; atlanticaviation.com. Just across the runway from the Charleston Air Force Base, off Aviation Avenue at Charleston International Airport, Atlantic Aviation’s terminal and service facility offer two runways (7,000 feet and 9,001 feet), nine instrument approaches, and 24-hour all-weather service. This is your best choice if you want to land a private plane in close proximity to downtown. Both jet fuel and AV gas are available. Customers not buying fuel are charged nightly tie-down fees and should call for rates and facilities. Atlantic Aviation also offers a wide range of services—from rental cars to limousines to dinner reservations and catering arrangements.




  ATLANTIC AVIATION (JOHNS ISLAND) AT CHARLESTON EXECUTIVE AIRPORT, 2742 Fort Trenholm Rd., Johns Island; (843) 559-2401; iflychs.com/JZI/. Private pilots wanting access closest to Kiawah and Seabrook will most likely want to choose Atlantic Aviation’s airport on Johns Island, 12 miles south of the city Charleston County and the Federal Aviation Administration spent $2.3 million on this facility in 2005, upgrading its landing strips, enlarging its jet park area, and planning for future expansion. It presently offers two runways, 5,350 by 100-feet and 4,313 by 150-feet. The facility offers jet fuel and 100 LL gas. For customers not buying gas, handling fees are charged so contact them for details. There is also a pilot’s lounge with a snooze room and showers. Rental cars are available on the premises, and limited limousine service to Kiawah and Seabrook is offered. Travelers heading for The Sanctuary on Kiawah may call the hotel for transportation to the island. Operating hours are 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.




  MOUNT PLEASANT REGIONAL AIRPORT, 700 Faison Rd., Mount Pleasant; (843) 884-8837; iflychs.com/LRO/. Private pilots have access to the East Cooper area (including Wild Dunes) via the Mount Pleasant Regional Airport in Mount Pleasant. Managed by Atlantic Aviation, this facility offers a 3,700-foot runway, tie-downs, jet fuel, and AV gas service. Rental cars are available on the premises through Enterprise. The office and terminal are open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Helicopters are accommodated on site.




  PELICAN AVIATION, 890 Greyback Rd., Summerville; (843) 851-0970. This facility for private pilots flying into the Summerville area and Berkeley County has a 3,700-foot runway. It offers airplane detailing, general maintenance, and flight training, plus jet fuel and AV gas. Tie-downs are $5 per night (with first night waived with purchase of fuel). The office and terminal are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through the winter and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. after Apr 1.




  Getting Here by Other Methods




  By Bus or Train




  If you are arriving or departing by bus, the Greyhound Terminal, 3610 Dorchester Rd., is in North Charleston and a routine stop for cabs. Call (800) 231-2222 or (843) 744-4247 or visit greyhound.com for rates and schedules.




  The Amtrak Train Station, 4565 Gaynor Ave., (843) 744-8263 or (800) 872-7245, amtrak.com, is also in the north area. Amtrak runs on the CSX Railroad lines, and there are two northbound and two southbound stops each day. Call for ticket prices and train schedules.




  [image: City of Charleston Downtown Parking Garage Locations]




  

    

      City & County Parking Facilities




      Here’s the general rule for most city-owned and county-owned parking facilities: It’s $1 per half hour. The all-day rate is $16 in city garages. The overnight rate (where offered) is $16 with a hotel registration, and the monthly rate (where available) is $125. City garages near hotel facilities may be slightly higher. Call (843) 805-3232 for any inquiries about monthly parking and rates. In any case, unless your accommodation provides off-street parking or you want to feed a hungry meter, these parking options may turn out to be your only choices:




      • Aquarium Garage, 24 Calhoun St., 1,093 spaces




      • Camden Exchange Garage, 35 John St., between John and Hutson Streets off Meeting Street, 308 spaces




      • Charleston Place Garage, 85 Hasell St., between Meeting and King Streets, 404 spaces




      • Concord-Cumberland Garage, 1 Cumberland St., corner of Concord and Cumberland Streets, 624 spaces




      • Cumberland-Meeting Garage, 90 Cumberland St., between Meeting and Church Steets, 958 spaces




      • East Bay–Prioleau Garage, 25 Prioleau St., between Mid-Atlantic and South Atlantic Streets, 339 spaces




      • Gaillard Municipal Auditorium Garage, 32 Alexander St., off Calhoun Street and Alexander, 596 spaces




      • King-Queen Garage, off Queen Street, corner of King and Queen Streets, 427 spaces




      • Majestic Square Garage, Market and Archdale Streets, behind Saks Fifth Avenue, 366 spaces




      • Marion Square Garage, 399 King St., just north of the Francis Marion Hotel, 308 spaces Continued on next page




      • Market and Horlbeck Lot, 131 Market St., in the block between Market and Horlbeck Streets, 118 spaces




      • Queen Street Garage, 93 Queen St., 323 spaces




      • 34 St. Phillip Street Garage, 34 St Phillip St., 598 spaces




      • Visitor Center Garage, 63 Mary St., 723 spaces




      • Visitor Center Lot, 375 Meeting St., adjacent to the Charleston Visitor Reception and Transportation Center, 62 spaces




      • Wentworth-St. Philip Garage, 81 Wentworth St., 235 spaces


    


  




  By Boat




  There is a growing leisure craft and passenger ship industry in Charleston.




  Cruise ships dock at the passenger terminal off Concord Street in the historic district. In the daytime, walking there is fine if you have the time and the stamina, but we endorse travel by cabs or limousines at night for safety and convenience. (See the listings for taxis and limousines following.)




  Private yachts moor (pending availability) at any of several marinas in the Trident area. (See the Boating & Water Sports chapter for more information.) Cabs or rental cars are the best solution for ground transportation unless you are docked at the City Marina, which is centrally located on the Peninsula near popular destinations and on the DASH route. (See more on the DASH system under “Public Transportation,” following.) The nearby Ashley Marina has easy access via walkway to the City Marina and connecting DASH routes.




  

    

      Charleston Water Taxi




      It’s hard to go far in Charleston without crossing over water, but here’s another option—the Charleston Water Taxi. This water taxi service runs every hour from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. (more limited hours during the winter) between the Charleston Maritime Center near Aquarium Wharf or the Waterfront Park/Market Street downtown and the Charleston Harbor Resort & Marina or Patriots Point in Mount Pleasant. Tickets are $10 for an all-day pass; children under 3 are free. What a fun way to catch a harbor boat ride and have a spectacular view of the Ravenel Bridge! Call (843) 330-2989, or visit charlestonwatertaxi.com for more details.


    


  




  GETTING AROUND THE LOWCOUNTRY




  Taxis, Limos & Rental Cars




  Taxis can be scarce here in the Lowcountry, especially at odd hours. Because of that, savvy travelers needing cabs should keep a list of taxi phone numbers in their purse or wallet. The more popular solution is to rent a car from one of the nationally recognized car rental companies, all of which are represented in the area.




  Limousines, it seems, are more loosely defined. A limousine can be anything from a stretch Caddy to an airport van. What follows is a list of taxi, limousine services, and rental car options.




  Taxis




  To get around by taxi, here are some possibilities:




  Cabby of Charleston: (843) 763-1603




  Charleston Green Taxi: (843) 819-0846




  JCW Taxi Services: (843) 452-1100




  Limousines




  Some limousine services available include:




  AAA A-1 Airport Shuttle & Limo Service: (843) 834-1998




  Above and Beyond Limousine Service: (843) 402-0600, (800) 755-8667




  Carey Limousine: (843) 744-8900, (800) 336-4646




  Charleston Downtown Limo: (843) 723-1111




  Rental Cars




  Rental car agencies abound. Companies servicing the area include:




  Avis Rent-A-Car: (843) 577-9705, (800) 831-2847




  Budget: (843) 577-5195, (800) 221-8822




  Dollar Rental Car: (843) 767-1130, (800) 800-4000




  Enterprise Rent-A-Car: (843) 723-6215, (888) 305-8051




  Hertz Rent-A-Car: (843) 573-2147, (800) 654-3131




  National Car Rental: (843) 552-3415, (877) 222-9058




  Thrifty Car Rental: (843) 552-1400, (800) 847-4389




  Public Transportation




  Public bus transportation in the area is a great way to circumvent the city’s automobile congestion and parking woes altogether. This service is provided in the Lowcountry by the Charleston Area Rural Transportation Authority (CARTA). Under CARTA’s auspices is the Downtown Area Shuttle (DASH), a separate system generally dedicated to the transportation needs of tourists in the downtown area and historic district. Together, CARTA and DASH operate more than 20 routes linking downtown, West Ashley, Mount Pleasant, and North Charleston.




  While the green DASH trolleys are not considered tour vehicles per se, their turn-of-the-20th-century “antique” trolley look is clearly an eye-catcher—and it’s one way to quickly identify a DASH vehicle from the more modern-looking (yellow and green) CARTA buses that operate in the metro area. DASH trolleys and metro CARTA buses stop at designated shelters, benches, and trolley signs located throughout the city. For safety reasons, drivers are not allowed to pick up passengers at locations other than the designated color-coded stops.




  One-way and all-day CARTA and DASH passes are available on board the vehicles. You are expected to have exact change. One-way fare is $1.75, although those with a senior-citizen or Medicare card can ride for 85 cents each way Mon through Fri from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or after 6 p.m. and all day Sat and Sun Disabled riders pay 50 cents. An all-day pass is $6. Transfers are 30 cents. Inside the Visitor Reception and Transportation Center you can buy a 10-ride pass for $14 or 40 rides for $49. A 31-day pass is sold for $50. A student pass is $70. Children under 6 can ride for free when accompanied by a paying adult. Police, guide, signal, and service dogs are the only animals allowed on board.




  

    

      Take a Load Off




      If you just need to scoot around downtown and you’re tired of hoofing it, you can summon one of the handy rickshaws that orbit the Market area in the evenings. The three-wheeled (bicycle-like) wonders pedal about the streets starting at 9 a.m. until 2 a.m. 7 days a week. All are “driven” by strongwinded college kids who know the city and the bicycle rules of safety. You can hail one anywhere you see it, or you can call the dispatch number at (843) 723-5685, and one will pedal to your location (approximate response time: 5 minutes). Rates are $5.50 one way (for about a 10-minute ride). More information is at charlestonrickshaw.net.


    


  




  Call (843) 724-7420, or visit ride carta com for more information.




  Bicycling




  If you plan on spending time on the Peninsula or out on the beaches, why not park the car and consider renting a bicycle by the hour or day? Now you can even put your bike on a CARTA bus (with their new front-loading bike racks) and enjoy the convenience of public transportation. For in-town and Mount Pleasant service, we recommend The Bicycle and Outdoor Shoppe, thebicycleshoppecharleston.com, which offers two locations: 280 Meeting St., (843) 722-8168, and 1539 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Mount Pleasant, (843) 884-7433. These folks rent single-speed adult cruisers and hybrids. Also serving Kiawah and Seabrook Islands is Island Bike and Surf Shop, islandbikeandsurf.com, 3665 Bohicket Rd., Johns Island, (843) 768-1158. Another option is Mike’s Bikes, mikesbikescharleston.com, 709 Coleman Blvd., Mount Pleasant, (843) 884-5884, or on James Island at 808 Folly Rd., (843) 795-3322. For delivery and 3-day or weekly rental to most of the islands, try Carolina Bike and Beach, carolinabikeandbeach.com, (843) 747-BIKE.




  History




  With cultural roots as deep and colorful as the surrounding blue-green waters, Charleston is a rich mixture of early English, Scottish, Irish, French, Spanish, German, Swiss, Santo Domingan, African, Native American, and Caribbean influences.




  While each of these cultures left its mark on the city in a unique way, no influence was stronger than that of the British Archaeologists tell us countless generations of Native Americans lived on and around the land now called Charleston before the first permanent English settlers arrived, but little remains of their occupation outside of the archaeological record in the ground itself. The first English settlers, arriving in the spring of 1670, were adventurers coming to lands granted by King Charles II to eight lords proprietors, who claimed ownership of the “Carolinas”—presumably extending from the Atlantic to the shores of the Pacific.




  EARLY HISTORY




  As the settlers navigated into what is now Charleston Harbor, they passed enormous mounds of bleached, white oyster shells at the tip of a peninsula where two rivers met and named the area Oyster Point Seeking higher ground, the colonists sailed farther up one river to a high bank they called Albemarle Point and established the first crude encampment there They dutifully named the new settlement Charles Towne for King Charles II The two rivers, called the Kiawah and Etiwan by local tribes, were renamed the Ashley and Cooper, respectively, in honor of one of the lords proprietors, Anthony Ashley Cooper, Lord Shaftesbury The original settlement area is now a South Carolina state park called Charles Towne Landing State Historic Site (See the Attractions and Kids chapters) A decade later, because of their need for protection, the Charles Towne colonists were drawn back to the Oyster Point peninsula between the two rivers—clearly a more defensible location Here, the foundations of what is now Charleston were first laid




  By 1719, the colonists were tired of being exploited by the proprietary government, and friction ensued This resulted in the colonists coming under even more discipline from the English crown, which meant forced allegiance to a series of appointed royal governors This troublesome governmental entity stayed in place for the colonists until the American Revolution.




  In 1725 the British sent over a plan for the new settlement called the “Grand Modell,” intending to guide the development of 600 prime acres on the peninsula into a proper town Amazingly, traces of that early English plan are still evident in the plat of today’s Charleston Peninsula.




  Owing to the great success of this busy English port and its merchant-planter aristocracy, the town soon became a small city To many, the 18th century will always be Charleston’s golden age Early travelers to this thriving colonial port took back to Europe impressive stories about Charles Towne’s elegant architecture, wealthy citizenry, and sophisticated lifestyle Indeed, during these heady, pre-Revolutionary years, rice and indigo from the plantations were sent out to eager markets all over the world. In exchange, hundreds of boatloads of enslaved Africans were brought to Charleston to ensure a cheap labor force to work the land. In stark contrast to this grim exchange, the arts flourished, and Charles Towne was considered the brightest jewel in England’s colonial crown.




  [image: Map showing the rivers and harbor during the Siege of Charleston, printed from the Atlas of the battles of the American Revolution (1845)]




  Many of the seeds of the American Revolution found fertile ground here in the Carolina Lowcountry. Political passions ran high, and once war broke out, there were many high-profile Charlestonians deeply involved on both sides of the issue. Actually, the first decisive American victory during the Revolution occurred at the Battle of Fort Sullivan just outside the city. However, at first the war didn’t go well. For a while, Charleston fell to the British, and during this time the city suffered the first of its two unseemly “enemy occupations.”




  Newly liberated after the war, the city became incorporated in 1783 and adopted a new, shortened name: Charleston As the 19th century dawned, the young city of Charleston experienced an incredible building boom. Today you can still see an extraordinary number of Adam-style buildings from this remarkable period. Among them are the Joseph Manigault House at 350 Meeting St., built in 1803, and the Nathaniel Russell House at 51 Meeting St., built in 1808. (See the House Museums section of the Attractions chapter.)




  As cotton and tobacco were added to the plantation products earning handsome profits in the international marketplace, and even more money flowed into its thriving port, Charleston continued to grow. By the early 19th century, Charleston’s flourishing middle class of merchant-tradesmen offered services and locally manufactured goods from small, street-front shops. Many of these shops were clustered along what is now King Street.
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    It was (once) all about rice. . . . In the 18th and early 19th centuries, this Lowcountry land and its waters spawned a rich, romantic, fragile culture largely based on a single cash crop—rice. Any real understanding of the Lowcountry and its ethic includes an appreciation for rice and the major role it played in the development of the area.


  




  Some traders sold simple things such as household necessities and fresh produce brought in on wagons from outlying gardens. Others were true artisans in their own right and produced work such as early Charleston-made silver pieces and locally crafted furniture that are highly prized on the antiques market today This flourishing “wagon trade” on upper King Street preceded the retail stores that make up the present shopping district.




  

    [image: image]




    Meet You at “The Four Corners of Law”




    The intersection of Meeting and Broad Streets is affectionately known in Charleston as “The Four Corners of Law.” The old line (mostly used these days by carriage drivers and walking tour guides) is meant to imply that you can do literally everything legally required in life right here at this one important Charleston intersection. On the first corner you can get your mail (at the oldest operating post office building in South Carolina). On the second corner you can get married (at St. Michael’s Church, built in 1761 and the place where the visiting George Washington once worshiped). On the third corner you can pay your taxes (at the Charleston County Courthouse). And on the fourth corner—if necessary—you can get divorced (at Charleston’s City Hall, built in 1801). This phrase thinly disguises the notorious Charlestonian belief that, indeed, this intersection is the center of the universe. The tongue-in-cheek attitude ranks right up there next to the other one-liner that graciously allows, “The Ashley and Cooper Rivers come together at Charleston to form the Atlantic Ocean.”
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