

  [image: image]




  


  


  





  

    Best Climbs




    Joshua Tree National Park


  




  [image: Best Climbs Joshua Tree National Park]




  [image: Beth Renn leading Southwest Corner (5.6), Headstone Rock. Photo Greg Epperson]


Beth Renn leading Southwest Corner (5.6), Headstone Rock. PHOTO GREG EPPERSON




  Best Climbs




  Joshua Tree National Park




  The Best sport and Trad Routes in the Park




  BOB GAINES




  


  





  [image: image]




  GUILFORD, CONNECTICUT




  HELENA, MONTANA




  AT IMPORTANT OF GLOBE PEQUOT PRESS




  [image: image]




  [image: image]




  Copyright © 2012 by Morris Book Publishing, LLC




  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, except as may be expressly permitted in writing from the publisher. Requests for permission should be addressed to Globe Pequot Press, Attn: Rights and Permissions Department, P.O. Box 480, Guilford, CT 06437.




  FalconGuides is an imprint of Globe Pequot Press.




  Falcon, FalconGuides, and Outfit Your Mind are registered trademarks of Morris Book Publishing, LLC.




  All interior photos by Bob Gaines unless otherwise noted




  Maps and topos by Sue Murray © Morris Book Publishing, LLC




  Project editor: David Legere




  Text design: Sheryl P. Kober




  Layout: Sue Murray




  Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data is on file.




  ISBN 978-0-7627-7019-9




  Printed in China




  10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1




  

    [image: image]




    Climbing is a sport where you may be seriously injured or die. Read this before you use this book.




    This guidebook is a compilation of unverified information gathered from many different climbers. The author cannot ensure the accuracy of any of the information in this book, including the topos and route descriptions, the difficulty ratings, and the protection ratings. These may be incorrect or misleading, as ratings of climbing difficulty and danger are always subjective and depend on the physical characteristics (for example, height), experience, technical ability, confidence, and physical fitness of the climber who supplied the rating. Additionally, climbers who achieve first ascents sometimes underrate the difficulty or danger of the climbing route. Therefore, be warned that you must exercise your own judgment on where a climbing route goes, its difficulty, and your ability to safely protect yourself from the risks of rock climbing. Examples of some of these risks are: falling due to technical difficulty or due to natural hazards such as holds breaking, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped by other climbers, hazards of weather and lightning, your own equipment failure, and failure or absence of fixed protection.




    You should not depend on any information gleaned from this book for your personal safety; your safety depends on your own good judgment, based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb a route described in this book, do not attempt it.




    The following are some ways to make your use of this book safer:




    1. Consultation: You should consult with other climbers about the difficulty and danger of a particular climb prior to attempting it. Most local climbers are glad to give advice on routes in their area; we suggest that you contact locals to confirm ratings and safety of particular routes and to obtain first-hand information about a route chosen from this book.




    2. Instruction: Most climbing areas have local climbing instructors and guides available. We recommend that you engage an instructor or guide to learn safety techniques and to become familiar with the routes and hazards of the areas described in this book. Even after you are proficient in climbing safely, occasional use of a guide is a safe way to raise your climbing standard and learn advanced techniques.




    3. Fixed Protection: Some of the routes in this book may use bolts and pitons that are permanently placed in the rock. Because of variances in the manner of placement, weathering, metal fatigue, the quality of the metal used, and many other factors, these fixed protection pieces should always be considered suspect and should always be backed up by equipment that you place yourself. Never depend on a single piece of fixed protection for your safety, because you never can tell whether it will hold weight. In some cases, fixed protection may have been removed or is now missing. However, climbers should not always add new pieces of protection unless existing protection is faulty. Existing protection can be tested by an experienced climber and its strength determined. Climbers are strongly encouraged not to add bolts and drilled pitons to a route. They need to climb the route in the style of the first ascent party (or better) or choose a route within their ability—a route to which they do not have to add additional fixed anchors.




    Be aware of the following specific potential hazards that could arise in using this book:




    1. Incorrect Descriptions of Routes: If you climb a route and you have a doubt as to where it goes, you should not continue unless you are sure that you can go that way safely. Route descriptions and topos in this book could be inaccurate or misleading.




    2. Incorrect Difficulty Rating: A route might be more difficult than the rating indicates. Do not be lulled into a false sense of security by the difficulty rating.




    3. Incorrect Protection Rating: If you climb a route and you are unable to arrange adequate protection from the risk of falling through the use of fixed pitons or bolts and by placing your own protection devices, do not assume that there is adequate protection available higher just because the route protection rating indicates the route does not have an X or an R rating. Every route is potentially an X (a fall may be deadly), due to the inherent hazards of climbing—including, for example, failure or absence of fixed protection, your own equipment’s failure, or improper use of climbing equipment.




    There are no warranties, whether expressed or implied, that this guidebook is accurate or that the information contained in it is reliable. There are no warranties of fit ness for a particular purpose or that this guide is merchantable. Your use of this book indicates your assumption of the risk that it may contain errors and is an acknowledgment of your own sole responsibility for your climbing safety.
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  Introduction




  Joshua Tree National Park is one of the world’s most popular climbing areas, offering great variety, easy access, stunning scenery, and more than 8,000 routes. Joshua Tree is the best rock climbing area in the country for favorable weather conditions during the winter months due to its Southern California high desert locale, situated just northeast of Palm Springs.




  Most of the climbs are one pitch, but several cliffs offer superb multi-pitch climbing. Virtually every conceivable type of face climbing is found on the rough quartz monzonite granite: low-angle slabs with incredible friction, steep vertical face climbing on patina edges, and overhanging jug pulls. The range of crack climbs is astonishing: finger cracks, hand and fist cracks, off-widths, and chimneys. Many climbers tape up to deal with JTree’s notoriously rough rock. Most of the climbing in Joshua Tree is traditional, requiring the leader to place gear for protection and anchors.




  The park also has a fair number of mixed routes (bolts with some gear placements) and a small percentage of bona fide sport routes.
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  Charlotte Tonnies leads Runaway (5.11b), a classic Joshua Tree face climb in the Real Hidden Valley. PHOTO GREG EPPERSON




  Joshua Tree National Park
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  How to Get to Joshua Tree




  From Los Angeles: Take I-10 or Highway 60 east to Beaumont/Banning and from there continue east on I-10 past the Palm Springs exit (Highway 111) then take Highway 62 north, then proceed up a steep canyon grade to the town of Morongo Valley. Continue on Highway 62 (now heading east) up another grade to the town of Yucca Valley. A few miles beyond Yucca Valley is the town of Joshua Tree. Turn right on Park Boulevard and proceed 5 miles to the park’s West Entrance.




  From Orange County: Take Highway 55 north to Highway 91. Take Highway 91 east to Riverside, then take Highway 60 east to Beaumont/Banning where it merges with I-10. Continue east on I-10 past the Palm Springs exit (Highway 111) then take Highway 62 north, then proceed up a steep canyon grade to the town of Morongo Valley. Continue on Highway 62 (now heading east) up another grade to the town of Yucca Valley. A few miles beyond Yucca Valley is the town of Joshua Tree. Turn right on Park Boulevard and proceed 5 miles to the park’s West Entrance.




  From San Diego: Take I-215/I-15 north to Highway 60, then head east to Beaumont/Banning where it merges with I-10. Continue east on I-10 past the Palm Springs exit (Highway 111) then take Highway 62 north, then proceed up a steep canyon grade to the town of Morongo Valley. Continue on Highway 62 (now heading east) up another grade to the town of Yucca Valley. A few miles beyond Yucca Valley is the town of Joshua Tree. Turn right on Park Boulevard and proceed 5 miles to the park’s West Entrance.




  Camping




  Campsites at Joshua Tree are beautiful but rustic, with picnic tables and fire rings at each site. A fee is charged for all campgrounds (see the park website for current fees). You must bring your own firewood, as all vegetation in the park is protected. Campfires are allowed only in the fire pits. Each campground has several outhouses. Campsites are limited to six people and two cars per site and are available on a first-come first-served basis, except for Indian Cove and Black Rock Canyon (located just a few miles south of Yucca Valley on Joshua Lane), which can be reserved by calling 800-365-2267 or online at www.recreation.gov. The first-come first-served park campgrounds fill up quickly on weekends during the peak season and holiday weeks. Remember to bring plenty of water; there is no water available inside the park, except for at Black Rock Canyon Campground, which also has flush toilets.




  

    The Desert Hot Springs Spa Hotel, located in Desert Hot Springs just north of Palm Springs, features 50 rooms overlooking a courtyard with 8 hot mineral water pools for a relaxing soak after a day’s climbing. (800) 808 7727 www.dhsspa.com
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