







[image: image]

 


Debriefing Agent Zero

An Essay from Chuck Klosterman IV

Chuck Klosterman

Scribner
New York  London  Toronto  Sydney

 

[image: image]
SCRIBNER
A Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.
1230 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020
www.SimonandSchuster.com

This essay was previously published in the book Chuck Klosterman IV copyright © 2006, 2007 by Chuck Klosterman

All rights reserved, including the right to reproduce this book or portions thereof in any form whatsoever. For information address Scribner Subsidiary Rights Department, 1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020.

First Scribner ebook edition September 2010

SCRIBNER and design are registered trademarks of The Gale Group, Inc., used under license by Simon & Schuster, Inc., the publisher of this work.

For information about special discounts for bulk purchases, please contact Simon & Schuster Special Sales at 1-866-506-1949 or business@simonandschuster.com.

The Simon & Schuster Speakers Bureau can bring authors to your live event. For more information or to book an event contact the Simon & Schuster Speakers Bureau at 1-866-248-3049 or visit our website at www.simonspeakers.com.

Manufactured in the United States of America

ISBN 978-1-4516-2110-5

Reprinted with permission from The New York Times Magazine.



DEBRIEFING AGENT ZERO

It has been written (by me, in fact) that the core problem with interviewing athletes is that they rarely say interesting things. Gilbert Arenas is a glaring exception to that rule; he seems to say interesting things almost exclusively. If you’re profiling someone like Tiger Woods or Peyton Manning, it’s almost to the reporter’s advantage not to interview the subject—very often, the quotes they’ll deliver consciously mitigate whatever seems significant about their greatness. They aspire to be amorphous, colorless, and impossible to define. But Arenas is the opposite; when he finally called me on the telephone, it was the best (and easiest) five-minute interview I’ve ever conducted. I wish I could have spoken with him longer.
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