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Let’s Get Decorating

Welcome to The Christmas Tree Book! I am so excited that you have decided to join me on a journey to designing your best-looking Christmas tree ever! If you are reading this, it is safe to assume that you love all things Christmas, and you are in good company. Christmas is a magical season where friends, family, and loved ones gather to share old stories and make new memories around the very special heart of the holiday home—the Christmas tree. My hope is for this book to become a reference tool that you can come back to time and time again as you decorate your own Christmas tree through the years.

Throughout the book, I compare designing your tree to creating a beautiful piece of art. Just as a beautiful piece of art can anchor a room and add life and beauty to a space, a Christmas tree adds a special kind of magic to any room it graces. This book will walk you through the materials and techniques needed to bring your masterpiece to fruition. Just as there are a million different styles of art and many different creation techniques, there are also many different styles of Christmas trees and endless decorating techniques.

There is truly no wrong way to decorate a beautiful tree, and I trust that you will be able to find tips and techniques in this book that will inspire you to design your best-looking tree yet. So, whether you like a tree loaded with gilt and glitter from top to bottom or you like a simpler tree featuring special family ornaments, I encourage you to grab your copy of the Custom Christmas Tree-Decorating Checklist located in the back of this book and online at: www.findingbeautyintheeveryday.com/checklist, grab a big mug of hot cocoa, and get to planning your best-looking Christmas tree ever!
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Introducing Your Personal Tree-Decorating Elf








“I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.”

—Charles Dickens from A Christmas Carol



The Christmas season is truly the most magical time of the year, and I am here to guide you through the tips and techniques required to decorate the star of your Holiday home, the Christmas tree. So many of our Holiday festivities, favorite memories, and special times are centered around the Christmas tree, and as such, it should be given the “royal treatment” it deserves!

If you are looking for a “One-Stop Shop” on decorating a beautiful, designer-quality Christmas tree, then you have come to the right place! In the following chapters, I will guide you step by step through selecting your design, choosing a tree, maximizing your lights, and planning the exact steps and materials you need to create a custom, one-of-a-kind Christmas tree.

With the skills you gain from this book, you will be able to decorate your tree faster and with greater ease, and your end results will have your friends and family saying, “Wow!”

Before I get into all of the tips and techniques that you will implement to create your best Christmas tree ever, let me introduce myself.

My name is Cassie and I will be your personal “Tree-Decorating Elf” throughout this book. At only five feet tall, and with over ten years of professional Christmas tree-decorating experience, I am just grateful that I don’t have pointy ears or people may really start to wonder!
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I started in the Christmas business while I was still in college, majoring in Interior Design. I marched into our local design store and boldly asked for a job with no prior design experience and little education under my belt. My mentor and fellow business partner, Marty, took a risk and hired me for my first “Design” job, which was exceptionally glamorous—unpacking boxes in the stock room and cleaning the store.

From those humble beginnings I worked my way into other positions in the store and soon began helping decorate the Christmas trees during the busy Holiday season. Something clicked for me while I was decorating the trees, and I really began to throw myself into the process of designing beautiful trees with unique elements and features.

Customers soon requested my help in designing trees in their own homes with my unique touches and ideas. This experience really fueled my creativity and clarified the many styles and personalities available in the Christmas tree market. During this time, I was also attending Buyer’s Markets twice a year and taking classes from some of the top designers in the field in order to continue to hone my skills and gain new ideas.

Fast-forward a couple years, and I was given the opportunity to join with other like-minded business women, opening a year-round Christmas store! My role in the new store was tree design, and I was able to decorate, sell, and then redecorate Christmas trees all day long, all year long! I was in Christmas heaven! The Christmas store opened the door to more decorating clients, and I found myself decorating Christmas trees nonstop, from the middle of October through the middle of December.

I have now been decorating Christmas trees for over ten years and for hundreds of clients. During this journey I have picked up some valuable skills and techniques that make decorating a beautiful Christmas tree fast and easy, and the results are truly one-of-a-kind.

Several times a season, I have the opportunity to teach decorating classes on tree design. After class, I am always approached by people thanking me for the information, and they always say the same thing: “I never knew there was so much to learn about decorating my tree!” That is the motivation for this book, to help others learn the ins and outs of decorating a beautiful tree for themselves and their families.


Let’s Get Started: Stay organized and keep track of your ideas by grabbing your copy of the Tree-Decorating Checklist now!



Throughout this book I will share with you the secrets to Christmas Tree-Decorating success. I will give you step-by step instructions on how to decorate your tree, as well as, the materials necessary to create your Dream Tree. I have also included a Custom Christmas Tree-Decorating Checklist in the back of the book. I encourage you to use it to guide you on your Tree-Decorating journey.

Decorating a beautiful Christmas tree is truly creating a piece of art. A well-decorated Christmas tree results in a three-dimensional art form that your family can enjoy for the entire Holiday season. Just as an artist must gather the correct supplies and execute special techniques in order to create a beautifully finished design, so it is with decorating a beautiful tree; you need to utilize the correct materials and techniques to complete your tree design. This book is your guide for creating a Christmas tree that will have your friends and family asking, “Did YOU really decorate that?!”

In the following chapters, I am going to walk you through every step of your tree-decorating journey. To kick things off, we are going to dig into selecting your design style or theme. Then we are going to discuss how to select your perfect tree as well as some simple tips to add that extra wow factor through your lighting. We will then jump into the materials needed to create your design, and I will walk you through the correct order of application to ensure that your tree is full and lush, without looking cluttered and messy.

In the following chapters, we are going to walk through every step of the tree-decorating journey. Together, we are going to cover:


• Selecting a design style or theme.

• Choosing the perfect tree and whether to go with real or artificial.

• Lighting tips, techniques, and trade tricks for extra “wow” factor.

• Necessary materials and products to complete your look.

• The exact order to apply your decorations to your tree in order to save you time, energy, and your sanity!

• Coordinating your topper and tree base for a cohesive overall design.



The “extra-special” little touches that will make your tree really shine!

Along the way, you are going to learn some “Trade Secrets” that will give you the designer look that you long for and will allow your tree to take center stage this Holiday season. I will also include some practical tips to use many of your existing decorations in new ways so you can utilize your favorite pieces from Christmases past.

In the next chapter, we will uncover the importance of clarifying your end goal and discuss the difference between a tree style and a tree theme. Now let’s stop chit chatting and get going!


“One of the most glorious messes in the world is the mess created in the living room on Christmas Day.”

—Andy Rooney
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Defining Your Look







Now that you know a little about me, and how we are going to approach decorating our tree, it is time to get started! However, before you hang your first ornament, it is essential to begin this process by thinking about your end goal. What do you want your Christmas tree to look like when you are finished? When you have an end look or vision in place it guides all of your decisions moving forward in order to get the finished product you desire!

In this chapter, we are going to focus on clarifying the finished look for your tree. This will allow you to select the materials and techniques that will make your tree uniquely yours! So, where to begin?

Very few sculptors begin their process by sitting down at the table and taking random hacks at a chunk of marble. That would be ridiculous and a waste of perfectly good time and materials. The same is true if you begin your design process by randomly buying decorations and hanging them on your tree. The best designs begin with a plan in mind, and you need to start by researching and brainstorming what style or theme you want for your Christmas tree.


Designer Tip: You get the best finished product when you start with the end goal in mind!



You may be wondering the about difference between a Christmas tree theme and a Christmas tree style. Well, it can be a little bit confusing, so let’s break it down. A theme is usually one or two elements used together to create a unified whole.

Some examples of commonly used Christmas tree themes:


• Santas

• Snowmen

• Angels

• School Teams

• Gingerbread

• Toys

• Hobbies (such as baking, knitting, gardening, and hunting)



Themes can also be color combinations such as red and green, gold and ivory, or even magenta and lime. Any color combination can be enough to get you started on your theme. If you are considering adding a new tree to your home this year, a hobby-based themed tree is a fun option. Hobby-based themes are popular choices for decorating smaller trees in rooms such as kitchens, bedrooms, and “man caves.” Gardening, baking, knitting, hunting, skiing, and an endless list of other hobbies make for fun and memorable tree themes. Animal themes are often popular, as I have decorated many bird-themed trees over the years and even one memorable cat-themed tree with over 1,000 cat ornaments and a star topper with a little mouse dangling off of a string!


Tree Theme vs. Tree Style: “A tree theme is one or two elements repeated over and over throughout the tree. A tree style is a cohesive feeling or look that utilizes many different types of materials to create a unified whole.”



As a designer, I have the privilege of attending the largest Holiday Market on the East Coast every year, where I have seen some pretty wild themes. Envision one tree with chandeliers of all shapes and sizes wired into the branches and shining brightly. Another tree was decorated with holiday elves climbing the tree trying to get to a wine glass topper at the tippy top of the tree. One very memorable tree even had an Amazon animal theme complete with snake skin garlands! No matter what you like to collect or showcase during the holidays, you can turn it into a Christmas tree theme. The sky, or the top of your tree, is the limit!

Christmas tree styles are different from themes in that they use a variety of different elements to create an overall, unified feel or look.
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Some popular Christmas tree styles include:


• Traditional Elegance

• Winter Wonderland

• Candy Land

• Rustic Lodge

• Vintage Victorian

• Romantic Garden

• Modern/Retro

• Farmhouse/Country



Tree styles use a variety of different products to create an overall feeling or design, as opposed to a theme, where one or two common elements are repeated over and over to achieve the desired look.


Sanity Saver: Make shopping fun and stress-free by getting clear on your vision and then focusing on those key items that will help carry out your desired theme or style.



Why is this distinction important in moving forward with your Christmas tree project? Well, if you have a vision of your goal tree in mind, clarifying your theme or style will guide you on which materials to invest in to get the finished product you desire. For example, if you are going for a rustic lodge look, but purchase only bear ornaments, you have actually produced a bear-themed tree, not the rustic lodge look you desired. You will have spent money that could have been invested in smarter places, and you will be disappointed with your end result.

So, now is the time to get out your pen and paper and your favorite research materials (magazines, Pinterest, blog posts, books, etc.) and start brainstorming your tree-decorating goals. If you are really motivated, you can even create a vision board complete with samples of trees you like, elements you want to utilize, and colors that complement your décor.
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