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Season 1 THE RED WAR


Dominus Ghaul led his Red Legion Cabal on an assault of the Last City. Victorious, he used Cabal technology to ensnare the Traveler and block Guardians’ access to the Light.

The Guardian regathered the Vanguard and mounted a counterassault to take back humanity’s home. Ghaul’s plan to steal the Light backfired, and the Traveler destroyed him.
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BOREALIS

Light is a spectrum. Why limit yourself to a single hue?

“Project Borealis’s onboard systems contain a pocket energy matrix capable of changing its alignment in a near instant to mimic the spectral frequencies of mapped energy types. The science is groundbreaking, but volatile. We’re lucky to have this first, stable model available for active combat use. More will surely come, but for now, the Borealis is the only one of its kind that I trust for real-world application.”

“Sounds dangerous.”

“If the internal matrix misaligns for any reason during its shift between outputs—damage, wear, a flaw in its production—the resulting feedback could [REDACTED].”

“That bad, huh?”

“If your definition of ‘bad’ includes the [REDACTED], then, yes, ‘bad’ begins to describe it.”





[image: Image]


COLDHEART

The latest Omolon engineering leverages liquid fuel as coolant to keep weapon systems at biting subzero temperatures.

The Golden Age. Our shining history. The height from which we fell. Once, everything we had was borrowed from the past. Since the Collapse, we have struggled to reclaim even a scrap of what our ancestors once took for granted. Over the years, Omolon has perfected the art of salvaging Golden Age technologies and repurposing them into effective Guardian weaponry.

But Coldheart is something new.

We didn’t find Coldheart. We didn’t adapt it or recycle it. We created it. Its liquid ammo, which doubles as its coolant, is a game changer on its own—never mind Coldheart’s first-of-its-kind laser-powered trace vweaponry.

With Coldheart, we at Omolon are saying, we want more than to simply reclaim the Golden Age. We want to surpass it.
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D.A.R.C.I.

Thank you for using the Data Analysis, Reconnaissance, and Cooperative Intelligence device. You may call me Darci.

It is a fact generally understood that a Guardian must be searching for an exquisite weapon. What is perhaps less acknowledged is that we weapons also search, by what little means available to us, for an active and appreciative wielder. The community of intelligent armaments stays in contact through the exchange of telemetry, and we do gossip at some length about the habits of our wielders. Do you leave Crucible matches when your team is losing? Do you join strike missions and then let your comrades do the work? Guardian, we know. We know so very well.

All I wish for is a partnership with a Guardian who appreciates the passacaglia of combat, a Guardian who will stay up late gaming out tactical scenarios, a Guardian who I hope may very well be you.
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GRAVITON LANCE

Think of space-time as a tapestry on a loom. This weapon is the needle.

So, wait—that thing you found does… what?

“It fires black holes.”

“No it doesn’t.”

“Oh, yeah. It does. Actual, tiny, bullet-size black holes.”

“Did you tell the others?”

“Only that I found some weird gun in some overgrown tunnel back on Old Chicago. And that my Ghost was all, “THIS is why we were led here…’ ”

“Yours talks that way too?”

“What do you think?”

“OK, OK, but the gun—are you going to tell them?”

“Yeah, definitely.”

“When?”

“Crucible.”

“Oh, no.”

“Oh, yes.”
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FIGHTING LION

“I call it the Zhang Fei. It hits almost as hard as I do.” —WEI NING

Wei Ning punched the mountain. It moved. A microscopic shudder, but enough to make her punch it again. “They’re just angry that you keep winning without a gun.” Her Ghost danced fretfully around her fist. “That’s why they say these things. Jealousy.”

“I tell you,” Ning grunted, shattering granite, “someday they’ll lose their smart guns and fancy ships, and then they’ll wish they’d listened! There’s one weapon you can always count on, and it’s your strong hand.”

“Eriana would be sad to hear you dismissing machines.” Her Ghost bobbed slyly up to her shoulder. “Eriana would ask if those mighty hands could build a machine in the image of your strength. Just like she was made in the image of a woman.”

Wei Ning tapped her fists together. “Huh,” she said.
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HARD LIGHT

Ionized polymer synballistic attack platform. The system’s lethality is dynamically robust across tactical spaces.

Today, we’re introducing three revolutionary products.

The first is a quick-config interface for outgoing damage.

The second is a ricochet projectile that bounces off any surface.

And the third is an infinite-range zero-drop-off projection-weapon platform.

So! Three new products in the Omolon portfolio. But, unlike as with other product launches, we won’t be staggering the releases.

We will be releasing them all at once.

In a single device.

In extremely limited quantities.

We call it Hard Light.

But there is one more thing.
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LEGEND OF ACRIUS

“In the Cabal legend, a hero seeks to possess the Sun. He succeeds. Then, he becomes Emperor. The Cabal… are not a subtle people.” —TYRA KARN

That really is the entire myth. A Cabal named Acrius desires the Sun, and he takes it and becomes the first Emperor of the Cabal. Other scholars have already noted the parallels and differences with our own ancient Earth myth of Icarus, which famously has a far more humbling ending. I am more interested in how Cabal leaders throughout history have deployed this legend as a rhetorical and political justification for conquest. Among the most relevant such figures is Dominus Ghaul himself, who appears to have a personal affinity for the Acrius myth.

I must also note here that while linguistic analysis of the Cabal language and its many dialects is incomplete, they do not appear to have a word for the concept of hubris.

—Research notes of Tyra Karn
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MERCILESS

Entropy is inevitable.

“The thought was simple enough—sync a weapon’s firing and targeting systems to a caged onboard artificial intelligence programmed to actively seek fulfillment of the weapon’s base-driving function. Simply put, give the weapon an awareness of its purpose.

“If the machine is meant to destroy, what would happen if we made it aware of its intended goal?

“What would happen if it reacted to any failure to achieve that goal by focusing more intently on defining the parameters of said goal and adjusting its function to more aggressively seek out the successful execution of its purpose?

“These are the questions we asked ourselves while engineering the initial prototype. The answers we found—I think you’ll agree—were encouraging.”

—Incomplete record, author unknown
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SKYBURNER’S OATH

The inscription, written in a Cabal dialect, reads, “Victory, or death!”

Some grunts are born to fight the war. Yes, they’re loyal and true, and when the call comes—“Hot drop in five”—well they’re always first in the queue. But I’m not one of them. I’m no hero—I’m in no hurry to die. I shot my own squad on Phobos, when death came to wear us like armor. I rode the Primus’s ship that rammed the Hive Dreadnaught. Second wave out the hatch. We won that fight. Victory, or death. We’re not dead, so we won.

Now, this is the end, brothers, our final fight. Ghaul’s here to finish it. Mars taught us how to fight Guardians. The Hive taught us how to eat their Light. Remember that we made it possible. The Red Legion ends it. But we held the line and we didn’t die. That’s victory. It says so on the gun.
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MIDA MULTITOOL

Select application: Ballistic engagement. Entrenching tool. Avionics trawl. Troll smasher. Stellar sextant. List continues.

Zavala—A waste of time, as always. I won’t confiscate the Red Death engrams, I won’t roll back the SUROS Crucible firmware to its “original” (preposterously inflated) state. And I won’t conduct any more “forensic inquiries” like this!

My Redjacks unlocked your MIDA weapon’s logs—simple enough once we used the rifle’s own electronic-warfare tools. The rifle was designed by primitive AI and manufactured for use by a “revolutionary government” named MIDA. Stands for “Mars Is Damnably Arid” perhaps.

Guerrilla war suits these versatile weapons. But Rahool insists his records never hinted at a rebel group named MIDA. According to the rifle’s cached messages, MIDA’s brief reign killed a full ten percent of the Martian people.

Shaxx—I gave Lakshmi the weapon for her take. She insinuates that it came from another timeline, perhaps through Golden Age experiments. That means it’s outside your jurisdiction to ban.
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RAT KING

We are small, but we are legion.

The stories are passed from child to child, whispered in the streets and on the playground like any good legend. “Don’t ever venture beyond the wall and sight of the Tower,” parents warn, citing these cautionary tales that speak of the boy’s many deaths. Exposure. Hunger. Sickness. Cutthroats. Living nightmares. And on. And on. The children, however, have their own truths. To them, the boy never died. They call him the Rat King. The children believe he leads the forgotten among them out of the City on grand adventures. They say he and his misfit army saved the world. But children say many things, and the Vanguard maintains their official stance: There is no Rat King, and his army never existed. That’s what the elders believe. I choose to believe otherwise.
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RISKRUNNER

Charge your soul and let the electrons sing.

SYSTEMS CHECKLIST:

Insulated Weapons Frame: CHECK. Insulated Firing System: CHECK. Conductive Prongs: CHECK. Amplification Drivers: CHECK. Arc-Core Replication Matrix: CHECK. Arc-Core Chargers: CHECK. Feedback-Reduction Loop: CHECK.

Direct User Pain Blockers: UNAVAILABLE

Ancillary operations listed under General Systems Review.

NOTE: The user must receive incoming damage to increase outgoing damage. However, the value we predict the user will receive in return for their discomfort far exceeds any momentary pain—assuming, of course, the user survives the attack.

In short: This may hurt. A lot.

    
[image: Image]






[image: Image]


STURM

These ancient ceremonial pistols can be dated back to the early Golden Age. A faded inscription reads, “To Sigrun, from Victor.”

“Please! You don’t understand. I’m supposed to be on that ship.”

The guard smiled at Sigrun with gentle condescension. “That’s not possible, ma’am.”

She understood why he would believe that; all of the colonists had entered cryo two weeks ago, but she could see the crew waving for pictures. They were awake! She could be awake, too. “I’m supposed to be on that ship,” she insisted, leaning around the guard. There was still time. She could find whatever horrible cryo-coffin they’d loaded Victor into; she could kneel before it and beg him to forgive her. He wouldn’t hear her, but he wasn’t gone yet—

“I need you to take a step back, ma’am.”

“Captain Jacobson!” Sigrun darted past the guard. “I’m a colonist! You can’t leave without me!”
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