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Introduction


Mothers are the glue that holds our hearts together.


From the second your children are born, you are their greatest advocate, most sympathetic friend, and greatest ally. Your unconditional love is with your children all the time—and it appears in many forms. A hug, a text, a batch of their favorite cookies . . . no one’s love is quite like a mom’s.


In these quotes, you will find love, appreciation, and praise. You’ll find humor and joy. You may also find heartbreak and even anger. Through the pages of this book, bits and pieces of thousands of human emotions swirl around, and there stands Mom at the center of it all. After all, a mother is “a hurricane in its perfect power,” as Maya Angelou says.


If there’s one common thread among these quotes, it is gratitude. Behind everything from Mark Twain’s crafty witticisms to NBA star Kevin Durant’s basketball analogies to J.K. Rowling’s beautifully woven web of love and magic, there is one echo: “Thank you, Mom, for everything that you are.”


It’s the one job where, the better you are, the more surely you won’t be needed in the long run.


Barbara Kingsolver, writer


Yes, Mother . . . I can see you are flawed. You have not hidden it. That is your greatest gift to me.


Alice Walker, writer, poet, and activist


The walks and talks we have with our two-year-olds in red boots have a great deal to do with the values they will cherish as adults.


Edith F. Hunter, writer


Love as powerful as your mother’s for you leaves its own mark . . . to have been loved so deeply . . . will give us some protection forever.


J.K. Rowling, writer


Advice to mothers: Take off your earrings, your ring, your precious family heirloom, and give them to [your daughter], along with your love and trust. Trust and love are wonderful, but don’t forget the earrings.


Estée Lauder, businesswoman


I remember my mother’s prayers and they have always followed me. They have clung to me all my life.


Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of the United States


Over the years, I learned so much from mom. She taught me about the importance of home and history and family and tradition. She also taught me that aging need not mean narrowing the scope of your activities and interests or a diminution of the great pleasures to be had in the everyday.


Martha Stewart, businesswoman


Being a mother, as far as I can tell, is a constantly evolving process of adapting to the needs of your child while also changing and growing as a person in your own right.


Deborah Insel, writer
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My mother was the one constant in my life. When I think about my mom raising me alone when she was 20, and working and paying the bills, and, you know, trying to pursue your own dreams, I think is a feat that is unmatched.


Barack Obama, 44th President of the United States


My mother was the source from which I derived the guiding principles of my life.


John Wesley, theologian


Acceptance, tolerance, bravery, compassion. These are all the things my mom taught me.


Lady Gaga, musician


I am all the time talking about you, and bragging, to one person or another. I am like the Ancient Mariner, who had a tale in his heart he must unfold to all. I am always button-holing somebody and saying, “Someday you must meet my mother.” And then I am off. And nothing stops me till the waiters close up the café. I do love you so much, my mother. . . . If I didn’t keep calling you mother, anybody reading this would think I was writing to my sweetheart. And he would be quite right.


Edna St. Vincent Millay, poet and playwright


She drove me to ballet class . . . and she took me to every audition. She’d be proud of me if I was still sitting in that seat or if I was watching from home. She believes in me and that’s why this [award] is for her. She’s a wonderful mother.


Elisabeth Moss, actress


If the whole world were put into one scale, and my mother in the other, the whole world would kick the beam.


Henry Bickersteth, Lord Langdale, English law reformer


I’ve never been this exhausted. No matter how much I played, I knew that in soccer I’d get one day off a week, I’d get some weeks off once in a while. Here, they don’t care. They don’t care if it’s a holiday. Sleep in—what’s that?


Mia Hamm, professional soccer player


It seems to me that my mother was the most splendid woman
I ever knew. . . . I have met a lot of people knocking around the world since, but I have never met a more thoroughly refined woman than my mother. If I have amounted to anything, it will be due to her.


Charlie Chaplin, actor, director, and composer


I am very protective. I just want to make sure that she can have a healthy, safe, normal life . . . in the back of my mind, she’s my priority. And life is completely different now. I feel really, really just lucky that I can still do what I love, and now have a way bigger meaning. And that’s to be her mother.


Beyoncé, musician


Whatever beauty or poetry is to be found in my little book is owing to your interest in and encouragement of all my efforts from the first to the last; and if ever I do anything to be proud of, my greatest happiness will be that I can thank you for that, as I may do for all the good there is in me; and I shall be content to write if it gives you pleasure.


Louisa May Alcott, writer, in a letter to her mother


Motherhood is tough. If you just want a wonderful little creature to love, you can get a puppy.


Barbara Walters, writer and journalist


[My mother] gave me the example of the completely dedicated life. In my father this was translated into action, and in my mother into silence. We all live from what woman has taught us of the sublime.


Pope Paul VI


My mother taught me how to love. My mom is the most loving person I know.


Channing Tatum, actor


Motherhood is priced


Of God, at price no man may dare


To lessen or misunderstand.


Helen Hunt Jackson, writer and activist


The fastest way to break the cycle of perfectionism and become a fearless mother is to give up the idea of doing it perfectly—indeed to embrace uncertainty and imperfection.


Arianna Huffington, businesswoman


You are like an everlasting friendship. You are like a secret almost too wonderful to keep. You are like the beginning, end, and everything in between. You are like a spring shower. You are like the sun shining on me and keeping me warm. You are like a wild flower in the meadow. You are like a very knowledgeable volume of encyclopedias. You are like you and I love you.


Laurel O. Hoye, poet, age eight, to her mother


Motherhood was the great equalizer for me; I started to identify with everybody.


Annie Lennox, musician


I . . . have another cup of coffee with
 my mother. We get along very well, veterans of a guerrilla war we never understood.


Joan Didion, writer


And (cue music swell) motherhood turned out to be the most meaningful thing I’ve ever done with my life. Really.


Nia Vardalos, actress


A mother is a mother still, the holiest thing alive.


Samuel Taylor Coleridge, poet


I am aglow with the rapture of the revelation that she is the most beautiful thing in the whole world, my mother.


Adele Wiseman, writer


There were times when, in middle school and junior high, I didn’t have a lot of friends. But my mom was always my friend. Always.


Taylor Swift, musician


By no amount of agile exercising of a wistful imagination could my mother have been called lenient. Generous she was; indulgent, never. Kind, yes; permissive, never. In her world, people she accepted paddled their own canoes, pulled their own weight, put their own shoulders to their own plows and pushed like hell.


Maya Angelou, poet


My mother had a great deal of trouble with me but I think she enjoyed it.


Mark Twain, writer


My mother phones daily to ask, “Did you just try to reach me?” When I reply, “No,” she adds, “So if you’re not too busy, call me while I’m still alive,” and hangs up.


Erma Bombeck, humorist


One day my mother called me . . . and she said, “Forty-nine million Americans saw you on television tonight. One of them is the father of my future grandchild, but he’s never going to call you because you wore your glasses.”


Lesley Stahl, journalist


Motherhood: All love begins and ends there.


Robert Browning, poet


Even if I say my mother was mean, I still love her and anyhow she wasn’t that mean. I exaggerate everything I fear.


Anne Sexton, poet, to her daughter


The phrase “working mother” is redundant.


Jane Sellman, writer


Whatever success comes to me seems incomplete because you are so often not at my side to be glad with me.


Helen Keller, writer and activist, in a letter to her mother


Motherhood definitely took the focus off of my work. And I didn’t mind.



OEBPS/nav.xhtml






Contents









		

Cover

   



  		

Title Page

   



		

Copyright Page

   



		

Introduction

   



		

Sources

   











Guide





		Cover



		Contents



		Start of content















OEBPS/images/logo-adams.gif





OEBPS/images/188I102751_-420695_100.jpg





OEBPS/images/188I-157752_-430065_50.jpg
I can imagine

no heroism greater






