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How to Use These CardsEach flashcard presents the French word with phonetic pronunciation on the front. The English translation is on the back, along with a photo and a translated sample sentence. Studying each word through association will help increase memory retention! You’ll also find helpful tips on word usage, including whether a phrase is formal (addressing a professor/elder) or informal (addressing a friend/family member/someone younger).The words are organized alphabetically in color-coded categories: Nouns, Verbs, Adjectives, Adverbs, Prepositions, and Tricky Words (French words that resemble English words but have different meanings). Gender is indicated for nouns, so you know which article to use: le(masculine) or la(feminine). Masculine and feminine forms are given for each adjective. Any exceptions are noted on the cards. Tip:Add -sto make an adjective plural.The four feature cards in the front of the box include a pronunciation guide, sample verb conjugations, pronouns, conjunctions, more prepositions, days, months, and numbers—all to help build a solid foundation for learning French. Frequent review is important in language learning, so study these cards repeatedly. For even better recall, say the words aloud as you read them.











Pronunciation GuideTranscriptionEnglish ExampleFrench WordSample TranscriptionaLike the oin Tom.la(la)ahah!pas(pah)ays

ayai(ay)eth

ecarle(le)ees

eeici(ee-see)eheggmère(mehr)ewf

ewlu(lew)ew-eey

ou eathuit(ew-eet)nyca

nyonmontagne(mOH-ta-ny)oals

ohôtel(o-tehl)ohoh!chose(sh-oh-z)oot

ooou(oo)ororporte(port)Tip:The French ris pronounced farther back than in English, a little like clearing your throat.











Pronunciation GuideTranscriptionEnglish ExampleFrench WordSample Transcriptionshshipchose(sh-oh-z)sski

sscesse(seh-ss)ubunbonne(bun)uhp

uddingpeux(puh)urp

urrheure(ur)yyesjoyeux(zh-wah-yuh)yayyay!payer(pay-yay)zzerozéro(zay-roh)zhmea

sureje(zhe)Nasal SoundsTranscriptionEnglish  

ExampleFrench WordSample TranscriptionUHclose to sungun(UH)OHclose to songbon(bOH)EHclose to sangpain(pEH)AHclose to throngblanc(blAH)











Verb ConjugationsHere are a few helpful French verbs in the present tense.avoir(to have)J’aiNous avonsTu asVous avez

Il/Elle aIls/Elles ont

être (to be)Je suisNous sommes

Tu esVous êtes

Il/Elle estIls/Elles sont

aller (to go)Je vaisNous allons

Tu vasVous allez

Il/Elle vaIls/Elles vont

faire (to do, to make)Je faisNous faisons

Tu faisVous faites

Il/Elle faitIls/Elles font











Verb ConjugationsRegular -er verbDrop -er and add -e, -es, -e; -ons, -ez, -entdanser (to dance)Je danseNous dansonsTu dansesVous dansezIl/Elle danseIls/Elles dansentRegular -ir verbDrop -irand add -is, -is, -it; -issons, -issez, -issentfinir(to finish)Je finisNous finissonsTu finisVous finissezIl/Elle finitIls/Elles finissentRegular -re verbDrop -reand add -s, -s, --; -ons, -ez, -entvendre(to sell)Je vendsNous vendonsTu vendsVous vendezIl/Elle vendIls/Elles vend

ent











PronounsA pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun. The subject pronouns in French are:Singularjeor j’Ituyou (informal)ilheellesheononeConjunctionsA conjunction is a word that connects words or groups of words.donc(dOHk)therefore

et(ay)and

mais(meh)but

ou(oo)or

parce que(pars-ke)because

quand(kAH)when

que(ke)that

si(see)if

Pluralnouswevousyou (or singular formal)ilsthey (masculine)ellesthey (feminine)











PrepositionsA preposition sets up a relationship between words.à(ah)to 

(à + le = au; à + les = aux)Je vais au cinéma. (I’m going to the movies.)avec(a-vehk)with

dans(dAH)in

de(de)from  (de + le = du; de + les = des)Elle vient du supermarché.  (She’s coming from the supermarket.)devant(de-vAH)in front ofentre(AH-tre)between

par(par)by, throughpour(poor)for

sur(sewr)on

Oui and NonUse Oui(wee) to say Yes.Say Non(nOH) for no.Aimez-vous le chocolat? (Do you like chocolate?)Oui, j’aime le chocolat. (Yes, I like chocolate.)Non, je n’aime pas le chocolat. (No, I don’t like chocolate.)Note:You can say Siif you’re answering a question that’s asked in the negative: N’aimez-vous pas le chocolat?(Don’t you like chocolate?) / Si, j’aime le chocolat.(Yes, I like chocolate.)
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