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Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date





Every effort has been made by the authors and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.


We welcome your comments concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart, and we’ll also make certain to share them with the authors. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


The Globe Pequot Press


Reader Response/Editorial Department


P.O. Box 480


Guilford, CT 06437


Or you may e-mail us at:


editorial@GlobePequot.com


Thanks for your input, and happy angling!
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Introduction to Absaroka-Beartooth Country





The line spun off my reel as the largest golden trout I ever hooked made his last run for the depths of the cold, clear waters of Lightning Lake. I had caught numerous smaller goldens in the little outlet lake, but never one like this. For years I’d studied this brilliantly colored wonder of the mountains, weighing, measuring, trapping, and stripping eggs for seeding other Montana waters. Finally, during the twilight hours of a beautiful day, it was my turn to outwit a large male golden trout. The evening was cool and the snowcapped mountains caught lingering evening light. Mixed emotions gathered about me: Why had he taken the poorly constructed ant imitation I was retrieving across the rocky lake bottom? It was true I wanted this fish, yet I felt sickened that a goal was about to end. But then, I had earned it. Who else had spent the years I had studying fish and their habitat in the Absaroka-Beartooth Mountains? Still, it didn’t seem right. Had he eluded me yet another day, my goal would have been prolonged.


The scene couldn’t have been better. How fortunate I had been . . . the mountains I had crossed, the thrill of a close encounter, a slip on a seemingly endless snowfield fanning downward around an occasional lichen-covered outcrop of granite as it disappeared from view. The nights I huddled close to my campfire, drying clothing soaked by a spectacular mountain storm. The ache of muscles straining under a load too heavy for common sense. A coyote running wildly through a blue-bell meadow with a mountain lion methodically putting the fear of death into the wild dog’s desperation. The spectacular stone arches, domes, glaciers, careening waterfalls, and shimmering lakes I beheld. Yes, I was indeed a fortunate person.


The force of the rod’s steady resistance to the heavy fish woke me to the reality of the moment. The battle was swinging toward my advantage, but the fading evening light was on the side of the fish. It would take quick, precise action to beach him and finalize the victory. No doubt a fish his size could easily dislodge the small #14 hook, particularly during the wild struggle that was sure to occur anytime the fish approached the shallow shoreline.


Memories of becoming obsessed with surveying every lake—952 of them—in my management area of the Absaroka-Beartooth Mountains of Montana flooded my mind. The work started slowly with a survey of 20 lakes in 1967 and 50 or so in 1968. Then it started rolling, methods improved, and the number of “completed” marks struck across my tattered maps increased yearly. After shedding the feeling that the goal was beyond reach, my fever intensified. As the effort neared completion, the list of lakes surveyed each year approached 250. Lakes at the 5,000- to 6,000-foot elevation were visited in June and as the waters opened at loftier heights, I went after them with a backpack loaded with an echo sounder, a boat, nets, and an assortment of biological gear. In the process, I surveyed the highest lake in the state of Montana (at 11,200 feet above sea level) and the most elevated lake harboring fish (at 10,870 feet).


After completion of the Absaroka-Beartooth lake survey, I examined the lakes of the Crazy Mountains and then returned to the lofty Beartooths. A new goal emerged. Round two was aimed at optimizing the fishery by distributing fish of various species to barren waters and securing the welfare of certain threatened species. But more than anything, I believed that mountain lakes were capable of producing larger fish.


A sudden jerk of the rod again awakened me. In spite of the spectacular golden trout’s reluctance, his tired body approached a rod’s length from defeat. After disagreeing violently with the landing site I had chosen, the great fish turned heavily on his side. The hook held, the battle was won.


Fishing the Beartooths includes lakes from the Clarks Fork side of the Beartooths on the east to the Absaroka Mountains bordering the Yellowstone River on the west. It also extends from the Beartooth Face on the north to the Clarks Fork River in Wyoming on the south and includes the 20 lakes in the Crazy Mountains that currently have fish populations. Thirty lakes in this alpine setting are fishless. The Crazy Mountains are north of the Yellowstone River, approximately 20 miles northeast of Livingston, Montana.


The country offers a variety of fishing opportunities. Cutthroat trout 18 inches and larger are scattered throughout the Montana real estate. Brook and smaller cutthroat trout are also readily available. A number of lakes support grayling rainbow, golden, brown, and lake trout. A look through this book should assist you in locating a variety of fishing adventures.


Names of backcountry localities are curious. Some have persisted over the years, others fade away. The Absaroka-Beartooth Mountains are full of names of interesting pioneers, geographic descriptions, someone’s wife, or a special meaning to someone, somewhere. They will probably change in times to come. I did a lot of snooping around in my effort to learn Beartooth history and, more often than not, a reason for a name became apparent. For the purposes of this guide, I attempted to use historic names first. Other names I became aware of are listed in parentheses. A great number of lakes were assigned names during the lake surveys conducted by both Montana and Wyoming Fisheries Divisions. These names were merely a means of identification and record keeping for large numbers of fishable lakes. Without handles, management was in a state of disorder, fish were planted in unintended waters, and records were a mess. For your purposes, call them anything you like. Nameless lakes, mountains, and streams belong to wilderness.


The goal of this guide is to assist you in planning a good outing and a memorable experience. Enjoy the country, respect it, and treat it kindly. It’s great country and fascinating fishing.


How to Use the Guide


The Absaroka-Beartooth area map provides orientation to the drainage boundaries used to distinguish the following ten chapters of alpine lake descriptions.


Code maps accompanying each chapter provide numerical designations of the lakes in the text. The maps included in this book are not intended to be used as the sole reference for those planning to visit the Absaroka-Beartooth lakes listed here. The area is rugged and can be confusing even to experienced hikers. Rather, these maps are only provided as general locators. For more accurate, more detailed descriptions of terrain, trails, facilities, regulations, and distances, consult the complete USDA Forest Service maps themselves or topographic maps available from the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).


The lakes in each drainage were assigned numbers, generally beginning with those on the lower left-hand side of each drainage map and proceeding in a clockwise direction around each tributary stream, ending at the lower elevation lakes on the right-hand side. The Wyoming portion of the Clarks Forks River (chapter 8) is an exception to this scheme. Numbers begin on the lower right (southeast) and proceed in a counterclockwise direction to the left of the drainage map (northwest).


Those who browse through the lake descriptions and wish to locate a particular lake can refer back to the appropriate number on the chapter code map or use the legal land description.


Finding a Lake


Townships are located by a numbered grid of north-south range lines and east-west township lines. The block of land within the township consists of 36 sections totaling 640 acres. Most descriptions break townships into four 160-acre quarters: northeast, northwest, southeast, and southwest. Further subdivisions, the quarter-quarter sections, refine the location to a 40-acre plot, then to 10 acres, and finally to 2.5 acres.


This guide, however, uses a modification reducing the lengthy quarter section method to a simple lettering system. The 160-acre subdivisions of each 640-acre section are designated as A, B, C, and D, in a counterclockwise direction beginning with A in the northeast quadrant. For example, a lake in the northwest quarter of the northeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Township 8 N, Range 16 W, Section 16, would reduce to T8N, R16W, S.16 DAB. To be more precise simply requires further reductions of “B” by continued counterclockwise A, B, C, and D lettered quarters. Lake locations take the simplest description. If lake boundaries are shared by a number of quadrants, the most-descriptive one is used.




[image: image]




Understanding the Species and Stocking Information


You’ll find something new in this revision of Fishing the Beartooths. New categories have been added to each lake description, featuring the latest available information on status and abundance of fish species found in each lake as well as past and future stocking schedules. This information is based on the latest data from Montana Fish Wildlife & Parks and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.


In the line labeled “Species,” you’ll find three pieces of information. The first tells you what species is/are found in the lake. The second tells you how abundant each species is. And the third tells you if that species is stocked in that particular body of water or if it reproduces there naturally.


For example, in the entry “Species: EB / C / SS,” you can see that this lake is populated with brook trout, that brook trout are common here, and that they reproduce here naturally (i.e., they are not stocked).


Species are represented by the following abbreviations:


CT—cutthroat trout


EB—brook trout


RB—rainbow trout


GT—golden trout


GR—Arctic grayling


LL—brown trout


LT—lake trout


YCT—Yellowstone cutthroat trout


WL—walleye


SP—splake


NA—not available


Abundance information is represented by the following abbreviations:


A—abundant


C—common


R—rare


NA—not available


Stocking/naturally reproducing information is represented by the following abbreviations:


SS—self-sustaining


ST—stocked


NA—not available


If a lake contains only self-sustaining populations, no stocking information will appear. If a lake is stocked, you’ll again find three pieces of information on a line labeled “Stocking.” The first tells you which species is stocked. The second tells you the year of the most recent stocking. And the third tells you the year of the next scheduled stocking.


For example, in the entry “Stocking: CT / 08 / 12,” you know that cutthroat trout were stocked in 2008 and are scheduled to be stocked again in 2012.


Variations: “NA” means that the lake probably will not be stocked again or it was a one-time experimental plant. When fisheries managers are not sure of a fishery’s status, or if a special species of fish will be available, a “?” will appear in the stocking schedule. For the latest information on fishing in any of the lakes mentioned in this book, contact your regional Fish, Wildlife & Parks office.


Fishing Tips


For those of you looking to increase your chances of a successful angling experience in alpine country, I offer the following suggestions: First of all, be prepared for the greatest of angling challenges. Fish can be extremely wary and have humbled many an angler in crystal-clear mountain waters. Even lakes harboring large numbers of small brook trout sometimes become stubbornly unproductive. The old tale of fish hungry enough to take a bare hook is just that, an “old tale.”


The biggest handicap for the alpine angler is weather. Surprisingly, the bright, sunny, hot days are the most troublesome. Fishing usually improves at the day’s extremes, both early and late. During still, warm days, use the shadows cast by mountain ridges.


The best combination is a warm day with enough breeze to agitate the lake surface. This combination generates the best of both worlds: emergent insects and less than optimum external visibility for the fish. More severe weather slows insect hatches and sometimes promotes aggressive feeding behavior.


Consider mild wind a friend of alpine anglers. Use the prevailing wind to gain an advantageous position. Winds tend to windrow aquatic and terrestrial organisms to windward shores. Needless to say, concentrations of food attract concentrations of fish.


As a rule, winds blow downmountain in the evening and upmountain in the morning, in response to changing air temperatures and air density. Inclement weather, though, overrules daily patterns. Take advantage of it.


If you’re a bait fisherman, the old standby is the earthworm. I personally find fish eggs superior bait. Fresh skein eggs, sprinkled with a borax or red Jell-O mix and stored in the freezer, make excellent bait. Fishing cluster eggs works best if the eggs are lifted slightly off the lake bottom. A small fluorescent float near the hook does the job. I suggest a setup of the type in the following diagram.


Slice small clusters of treated eggs, attach to hook, and slip a loop over eggs to secure. Fish the eggs on the rocks or gravels along deeper shorelines.


A variety of terminal tackle works well with a spinning rod. I found that lures work best in lakes with larger brook or lake trout. Otherwise, lures are generally a poor choice. A spinning rod also provides an effective means of fishing a fly. A teardrop casting float preceding 5 feet of fine leader and a small fly makes an excellent trout weapon. A fast retrieve usually reduces the need to sharply set the hook, typical of conventional fly-fishing technique.
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Fly fishing produces the most consistent means of enticing alpine trout. Cutthroat and rainbow trout are particularly vulnerable. Most fly casters have a fly box full of feathered creations, most of which repel alpine fish. The avid fly fisherman knows his choice flies. I personally find the simplest brown and gray hackle patterns most effective. For variation and adaptation to specific situations, fish a Carey Special in meadow-type lakes. Fish it near the bottom with a sinking line, using a slow retrieve and a short sporadic jerk every 10 seconds.


A gray or green shrimp pattern on a size 10 or 12 hook imitates the scud called Gammarus. The freshwater shrimp imitation should be no longer than ¾ inch and is most effective where the real critters actually occur. They are fished deep along the shoreline with jerky retrieves. Imitate the real ones that skip quickly between hiding areas. Usually they inhabit weed beds and cobble beaches near weed beds.


The green midge pupa on size 14, 16, or 18 hook cast with 9 to 12 feet of leader is super during midsummer. Present the fly well ahead of cruising fish. When the fish is 5 feet away, give the fly a single twitch to imitate the pupa’s transformation to an adult midge.


Buff-colored caddis flies flipped on the surface of an inlet stream are hunted by cutthroat and are even more deadly for rainbow. Real ones flutter a lot on the water surface, making considerable commotion. I rarely use caddis flies on quiet water. If I do, I try to imitate their habit of diving off shoreline brush, hitting the water hard. This is an excellent fly for stream fishing.


The ant, both brown and black, is a great underwater lure. Actual stomach analysis of alpine fish shows brown ants a common food item in late August and September. The ant is a real easy pattern to tie: I use a fine wire hook of size 12. The shank is wrapped with light brown thread to build up the body. Rib the fly with yellow thread. A short, brown hackle is optional. Shine up the body with head cement. I fish ants under the surface along windward shores.


More important than the selection of flies is the manner of presentation and the quality of leader. Learn to hunt alpine cutthroat. They cruise the shorelines, usually in small groups. An effective fly presentation requires little lakeward casting distance. Fish parallel to the shore. Drape flies over rocks or use a dropper fly and tease fish to break water.


A raft or float tube can be effective in slough water with unstable or brushy shorelines. They are miserable to carry but handy for cruising shores. One great bonus of the life raft is the relief it offers fragile shorelines. Increased human traffic has trampled permanent paths around vegetated shorelines, and float fishing diminishes the pressure.
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Planning Your Trip


To those adventurous persons planning an extended trip through the Beartooths or northern Absarokas, I offer the following: Have a plan and plot a course that’s realistic, and let someone know your intentions. A sketch of your proposed route and a dated listing of your companions’ names eliminates a lot of confusion and concern. If you are a nonresident, leave your destination plans with the USDA Forest Service Ranger Station in Red Lodge, Cody, Big Timber, Bozeman, or Gardiner. Don’t forget to let them know of your return upon completion of your journey.


Planning your hike depends to a large extent on your objectives. Lots of folks intend to climb one or more of the numerous mountain peaks. Others like to cross a segment of the range, while some go strictly to hit a number of fishing opportunities. A number of inquiries regarding the location of fishable lakes were received by the author from those seeking fishing opportunities while en route to accomplishing a primary objective other than fishing. In other words, where can a meal of fish be found that would be a welcome culinary break from a freeze-dried diet and lighten the load? In this case, this book’s listings of fishless lakes as well as lakes with fish should be scrutinized. Remember, however, that lakes with fish don’t always guarantee a meal of fish.
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Be realistic about choosing your routes. Study USGS quadrangle maps. Those areas riddled with tight contour intervals are usually impassable. You may find a couloir that allows ascending or descending access past a vertical slope, but take care! You may become rimrocked. If you do choose a dead end, don’t let your tired body influence your mind to take unnecessary chances. When traveling up or down a steep coulee, keep your party together to avoid the danger of a careening rock dislodged by your buddy farther uphill.


How long will it take me to go from here to there? That, of course, is difficult to answer and depends on your abilities, conditioning, and objectives. If you’re a nonresident living at elevations considerably lower than the 8,000 to 11,000 feet common in the Absaroka and Beartooth Ranges, be realistic. Even well-conditioned bodies need some adjustment at higher elevations. Temporary headaches, nausea, hyperthermia, and a general listlessness may be common until your body adapts. Don’t push it: Plan an enjoyable, doable trip.


There are those who can put a lunch in a small day pack and travel the 33 miles from East Rosebud Lake to the trailhead near Cooke City in a long day. But such an itinerary is not advisable with a heavy pack unless you’re going for physical punishment. Distance traveled per day depends on the weather, the terrain, and you. For the average family backpacker, I suggest you plan no more than 10 miles a day on trail systems and quite a bit less if you depart from major trails. Even those enjoyable plateau areas, though nicely suited to cross-country travel, are at elevations high enough to pull at body reserves. Extended travel across plateau zones is temporary at best, as most of the fishing and protected camping areas require a substantial elevation change.


In planning your trip, allow enough time to enjoy your stay. Travel the speed of the slowest member of the party. Leave notice of your intentions, and travel routes that are realistic and safe for the ability of all your companions.


Camping Hints


Respect both the land and other campers. Take the time to choose a site that is not going to be impacted and scarred by your presence. Keep abreast of Forest Service regulations: Their intent is to minimize land use abuses. When traveling main trail areas, it is probably best to use established camps rather than create new sites. The impact of camping can be minimized by choosing sites with healthy, well-established vegetation or heavy, armored soils. It’s pretty difficult to leave any trace of your camp if you choose a rock to camp on.


If you need a campfire, carefully excavate topsoil and vegetation for replacement upon departure. A pleasant fire can be enjoyed and left without a trace if properly constructed. Locating a small fire for maximum efficiency takes into account wind direction and a site enhancing heat radiation. A fire exposed to open wind provides little heat, while protective cover often allows recycling of the fire’s warmth. A nylon tent fly can be just the ticket to reflect heat for extra enjoyment. Downfall timber is usually plentiful in these areas, thus eliminating the need for packing a saw or an ax.


The big disadvantage to camping in heavy-use areas is the lack of fuel. Probably the most disgusting aspect of these camps is the appearance of sawed-off tree branches. A small propane stove is mighty handy and sure is a blessing to the landscape. Sometimes these propane units are temperamental during very cold weather, but if you warm the tank in your clothing or bedroll, it will usually fire right up. The same problem occurs with propane cigarette lighters in cold weather. I prefer stick matches. A waterproof container for stick matches can prevent a lot of grief. I carry them in a number of locations in my clothing and in my pack. Avoid carrying a bundle in the pocket of tight-fitting pants. I witnessed a nasty sulfurous burn on my son’s leg from such a practice.


An ideal camp would be located near fuel, drinking water, and protective shelter. Don’t take this advice lightly: A good camp selection could save your life during adverse weather. Campsite selection is most critical during the shorter days from September through the winter months.


Bears are rarely encountered in the high country. Where their presence is obvious, be sure to keep your food away from your sleeping quarters.


A good camp habit worthy of a dose of attention is keeping an organized camp. Knowing the whereabouts of your gear and being able to find it the next morning makes life much nicer. It is not unusual to wake up to a cold morning with a blanket of snow. A misplaced coffeepot, stove, or fork buried somewhere under the snow is not a good way to start the day.


Be cognizant of other campers’ territory. Part of the reason people go to the backcountry is to get away from it all. A camp spot sort of temporarily claims a piece of real estate, and invasion of that space probably won’t be appreciated. The area between a camp and the lakeshore or stream is particularly regarded as off limits.


A conflict to be avoided involves dogs. There’s nothing like puffing over the crest of a steep hill to find a snarling canine threatening your presence. If you take a pet, make sure you have it under control.
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Rock Creek Drainage





If you’re looking for a good conditioner trail—one that doesn’t tear you apart but still gets you to some beautiful country—I’d suggest two of the three branches of what mountain men called the Rocky Fork. Just out of Red Lodge, beginning at Camp Bots Sots, is Forest Trail #1. This well-maintained trail begins at 7,863 feet in elevation and winds along the West Fork of Rock Creek past two scenic waterfalls to the foot of 9,600-foot Sundance Pass.


The trail parallels Quinnebaugh Meadows, a photographer’s fantasy, where meadow and stream are backdropped by alpine grandeur. A climb north of the trail locates you in a position to view the mountain for which the Beartooths were named. Three side trips offer fishing opportunities at Lake Mary, Dude Lake, Senal Lake, and a group of five fishable lakes surrounding Ship Lake.


Another fine summer or winter cross-country excursion follows Lake Fork Trail #1, with the option of a round-trip over Sundance Pass and back to the trail-head by the route described above. Broadwater, Lost, and Keyser Brown Lakes are easily accessible from the trail. An unimproved foot trail branches off to spectacular Black Canyon Lake. This is one fine fishing spot if the cutts are in the mood. The two Rock Lakes and September Morn also provide fishing opportunities.


The forest road up the main fork of Rock Creek takes travelers to the Glacier–Moon Lake trailhead. The gradient here is more taxing, but distances are shorter and numerous fish species await.


That portion of the Rock Creek drainage within the forest boundaries includes 196 square miles of Custer and 15 square miles of Shoshone National Forests. Ninety-one lakes are scattered in this country: 63 in Montana, 26 in Wyoming, and 2 shared by both states. All but seven lakes are in the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness area. Frosty Lake, at 11,020 feet above sea level, is the highest of the named lakes; however, two unnamed fishless waters occur at 11,180 and 11,110 feet. Wild Bill Lake, at 6,719 feet, is the lowest.


Lakes range from 0.6 to 176.7 surface acres and add up to a total of 1,092.4 acres of lake water. Glacier Lake is the largest but not the deepest. That honor belongs to Sliderock Lake on Hell Roaring Plateau. Would you believe it is 245 feet deep? Black Canyon plunges to 185 feet, Glacier to 180, Emerald to 150, and Marker has a 115-foot hole.


Early exploits of O. J. Salo, Al Croonquist, Melvin E. Martin, Wild Bill Kurtzer, Ben Greenough, and employees of the state of Montana have filled each niche capable of harboring fish. The watershed has 20 lakes with brook trout, 1 with mixed populations of brook and rainbow, 8 with mixes of brook and cutthroat, 17 with various sizes of cutthroat trout, and 1 lake stocked with rainbow trout—for a total of 47 fishable lakes and meadows. The remaining 44 lakes are fishless and have little or no potential as future fisheries.
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Let’s take a look at the specifics of individual lakes. Remember to use the code map and numbering system to help you locate each lake. Only those lakes with fish, a fish history, or potential fisheries are described. All others are listed only for your reference. The number in parentheses expresses the number of lakes in the group.


1. Highline Trail Lakes (10) (fishless)


Location: T58N, R104W, S. 23


Elevation: 10,000+ feet


Area: 20 acres total


Maximum depth: 15 feet


Near the headwater of Wyoming Creek on the south end of Line Creek Plateau are a group of lakes called the Highland Trail lakes. They are in Wyoming, about 0.75 mile south of the Montana-Wyoming state line. Only the largest and deepest of the 10 lakes supports fish, and this population may be temporary. The lake will remain a fishery only if stocked by Wyoming Game and Fish on a periodic basis. The last sighting of numerous small cutthroat trout was in 1982. Wyoming Game and Fish would be happy to let you know when or if the lake was last stocked with fish.


2. Frozen Lake (fishless)


3. Greenough Lake


Location: T9S, R19E, S. 7, 8


Elevation: 7,280 feet


Area: 0.8 acre


Maximum depth: 9.5 feet


Species: RB / A / ST
               EB / R / SS


Stocking: RB / 96 / 97
                 4X year


This small lake, named for the Greenough family, famous rodeo greats, is located about 0.5 mile from the Greenough Campground along Rock Creek. The original Greenough Lake was a small, spring-fed puddle containing a few brook trout. In 1965 the Forest Service constructed a dam and created the lake as it is today. Because of easy access and proximity to public campgrounds, many campers, kids, and even grown-ups enjoy an outing at Greenough.


Catchable-size rainbow trout are stocked four times per year, and most are captured soon after planting. Greenough Lake is one of six Montana lakes in the Rock Creek drainage not located inside the Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness boundary.


4, 5, 6 & 6a. Twin and Unnamed Lakes in the Twin Lakes Cirque (7)


Location: T58N, R104W, S. 21, 28


Elevation: 9,970–10,000 feet


Area: 31.1 acres; 44.3 acres; 5.1 acres; 12.7 acres; all others, 9.1 acres total, respectively


Maximum depth: 55 feet; 75 feet; 14 feet; 98 feet; all others, 1–8 feet, respectively


Species: EB / A / SS


The Twin Lakes are located in a scenic glacial cirque near the Montana-Wyoming state line: They are visible to the west of the Beartooth Highway (U.S. Highway 212) on the Beartooth Plateau. The lakes drain to Rock Creek Canyon via Chain Creek. The four largest lakes contain brook trout. These fish were originally stocked by O. J. Salo of Red Lodge, Montana. Ben Greenough, also from Red Lodge, was the capable packer and assistant. They secured the fish from the Bozeman National Fish Hatchery in 1924 and placed them in Lower Twin Lake. Two years later, Salo reported that he caught nine fish, 2.5 to 3.0 pounds each—excellent growth but not uncommon when a small population is stocked in a food-laden, fishless lake.


Upstream migration and possible transplants by fishermen probably account for the fish now occupying the upper lakes. I haven’t seen any fish in these lakes as large as O. J. saw in 1926; nonetheless, darn good fishing can be expereinced both summer and winter for nice-size brookies.


6b. Mirror Lake (fishless)


6c. Quint Lake (fishless)


6d. Unnamed Lake (fishless)


7. Little Glacier Lake


Location: T58N, R105W, S. 15-WYO; T9S, R18E, S. 32-MT


Elevation: 9,812 feet


Area: 11 acres


Maximum depth: 30 feet


Species: EB / A / SS
               CT/migrants


Some people might call Little Glacier part of Glacier Lake because only a small man-made barrier partially restricts fish movement from one lake to the other. The fish populations between these waters do differ, however. Little Glacier has an abundance of small brook trout that average 9.4 inches and 0.30 pound, not big but fun angling and good eating. Glacier, on the other hand, has lots of larger fish. During spring runoff, no barrier exists between the lakes, and fish from Little Glacier can add to Glacier’s fish population.
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