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  Santa Monica Mountains




  The Santa Monica Mountains are a 50-mile-long range that parallels the coastline in Southern California, dividing the Pacific coast from the interior valleys. The mountains stretch from the Hollywood Hills in Los Angeles to Point Mugu at the Pacific Ocean, sloping into the Oxnard Plain in Ventura County. As the range travels northwest from Los Angeles to Point Mugu, the urban areas gradually get replaced by thousands of acres of undeveloped land.




  The Santa Monica Range reaches a width of ten miles at its broadest and covers 200,000 acres. The altitude across most of the range is from 1,000–2,000 feet, although the highest peaks reach just over 3,000 feet. The southern half of the range divides the San Fernando Valley from the Los Angeles Basin, while the northern half of the mountains divides the Conejo Valley from Malibu and Santa Monica Bay.




  Most of the range is located within the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area, the largest urban national park in the world. The parkland, which covers 150,000 acres, is a patchwork of land managed by more than twenty federal, state and municipal parks, including the National Park Service, Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, California State Parks, and numerous county and municipal agencies.




  The Santa Monica Mountains have four centerpiece parks that anchor the major trail systems: Griffith Park, the nation’s largest municipal park, covers 4,300 acres on the east end of the range. Topanga State Park, at 11,000 acres, is the largest park within city limits. The 7,000-acre Malibu Creek State Park is located near the middle of the range. Point Mugu State Park stretches across 16,000 acres on the western tip of the mountain range.




  The Santa Monica Mountains are well-known for being the backdrop to Hollywood, Beverly Hills, and Malibu. Since the earliest days of Hollywood, the mountains have been used in making films (especially westerns). Paramount and Twentieth Century Fox even owned “movie ranches.” The television and motion picture industry continues to film in these mountains.




  A great route to experience the Santa Monica Mountains is the Mulholland Scenic Corridor. The road was built in the 1920s “to take Angelinos from the city to the ocean.” The corridor runs 50 miles along the mountain crest, from Griffith Park to Leo Carrillo State Beach at Sequit Point. The automobile route is comprised of Mulholland Drive (from Hollywood to the 405 Freeway) and Mulholland Highway (the western rural portion). An 11 -mile unpaved stretch known as Dirt Mulholland (open only to pedestrians, equestrians, and cyclists) lies between the two sections. From the corridor are panoramic vistas of the ocean, access to the steep canyons and rocky ridges of the mountains, and views of the cities on both sides of the range.




  




  This hiking guide includes 125 hikes throughout the mountain range. The 69-mile Backbone Trail, which runs along the crest, is completely covered in an additional section of 13 day hikes. A variety of hikes accommodates every level of hiking, from short strolls along boardwalks to all-day coast-to-peak hikes. Highlights include fantastic sandstone landscapes, cool retreats along stream-fed canyons, gorges, waterfalls, coastal bluffs, filming locations, historic sites, and numerous 360- degree overlooks. Several hikes are found in Los Angeles’ Griffith Park, including a hike up to the famous “HOLLYWOOD” sign.




  A map on the following page shows the main access roads to all of the hikes. The Santa Monica Range generally lies between Highway 1(Pacific Coast Highway) and Highway 101 (Ventura Freeway). Major arteries that connect the two highways are Topanga Canyon Boulevard, Malibu Canyon Road/Las Virgenes Road, and Kanan Dume Road/Kanan Road. The roads follow along Topanga Canyon and Malibu Canyon, water ways which have cut gorges hundreds of feet deep en route to the Pacific. The western half of the mountain range contains a network of canyons that run south to the ocean, with rolling hills, live oak woodlands, and rocky peaks. The west end of the range is the most remote, least developed, and most dramatic, with secluded gorges, sycamore-lined streams, native grasslands, and the highest peaks.




  All of these hikes can be completed within a day. A quick glance at the summaries will allow you to choose a hike that is appropriate to your ability and intentions. Wear supportive, comfortable hiking shoes and layered clothing. Take along hats, sunscreen, sunglasses, drinking water, snacks, and appropriate outerwear. Ticks may be prolific and poison oak flourishes in the canyons and shady moist areas. Exercise caution by using insect repellent and staying on the trails.




  Use good judgement about your capabilities—reference the hiking statistics for an approximation of difficulty and allow extra time for exploration.
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  ATTRACTIONS and ACTIVITIES




  FACILITIES




  athletic facilities • soccer • swimming • tennis • golf picnicking • horseback riding • camping • hiking • jogging




  AUTRY NATIONAL CENTER




  4700 Western Heritage Drive • (323) 667-2000




  BICYCLE RENTAL




  4730 Crystal Springs Drive at ranger station • (323) 653-4099




  BIRD SANTUARY




  2900 N. Vermont Avenue • (323) 666-5046




  FERNDELL NATURE MUSEUM • WESTERN CANYON




  5375 Red Oak Drive • (323) 666-5046 (Hike 9)




  GREEK THEATER




  2700 N. Vermont Avenue • (323) 665-1 927




  GRIFFITH PARK MERRY -Go-ROUND




  between the Los Angeles Zoo and the Los Feliz park entrance (323) 665-3051




  GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY




  2800 E. Observatory Road • (323) 664-1191 (Hikes 9 and 10)




  GRIFFITH PARK SOUTHERN RAILROAD




  Corner Los Feliz/Riverside Drive • (323) 664-6788




  HOLLYWOOD SIGN




  Views of the historic Los Angeles landmark can be gained from many hiking trails in the Park as well as the Griffith Observatory (Hike 13)




  L.A. EQUESTRIAN CENTER




  480 Riverside Drive • (323) 840-9063




  L.A. LIVE STEAMERS




  5200 Zoo Dr • (323) 662-5874




  L.A. ZOO




  5333 Zoo Drive • (323) 666-4650




  PONY RIDES




  Corner Los Feliz/Riverside Drive • (323) 664-3266




  STATUARY




  Statues are found throughout Griffith Park




  SYMPHONY IN THE GLEN




  Free concert program has been based in Griffith Park at the Old Zoo Picnic Area • www.symphonyintheglen.org




  TRAVEL TOWN




  5200 Zoo Drive • (323) 662-5874




  




  Griffith Park




  Griffith Park is an emerald gem in the midst of the Los Angeles metropolis. The 4,21 7-acre park (equal to five square miles) is the largest municipal park in the United States. It is nearly three times the size of New York City’s Central Park. This rugged urban wilderness contains ridges and peaks with overlooks, secluded canyons, creeks, springs, and gardens. Large portions of the park remain virtually unchanged from its original natural state. The mountains and steep interior canyons of Griffith Park, as well as the adjacent Hollywood Hills, are largely undeveloped and offer a natural haven for humans and animals.




  Griffith Park lies on the easternmost tip of the Santa Monica Mountains. It is surrounded by the cities of Burbank, Hollywood, Glendale, and Los Angeles. To the east, the park faces the Verdugo Mountains and San Gabriel Mountains. The preserved parkland is bound along its borders by major thoroughfares as well as the Los Angeles River.




  Colonel Griffith J. Griffith donated over 3,000 acres to create this parkland in 1896. Griffith was a Welsh immigrant who made his fortune in gold and silver mining speculation. He deeded the land as a Christmas gift to the people of Los Angeles as “a place of rest and relaxation for the masses.” Additional land acquisitions since this time have expanded the park to 4,21 7 acres.




  A 56-mile network of hiking and equestrian trails weaves across the semi-arid foothills, chaparral-cloaked hills, oak groves, and wooded glens. The trail system combines single-track footpaths, unpaved fire roads, and paved (but gated) roads. The park’s elevation ranges from 384 feet to 1,625 feet at the summit of Mount Hollywood. From the trails are some of the best views of the Los Angeles basin.




  Numerous attractions are located with the park, in addition to the Griffith Observatory and Greek Theater (see Attractions and Activities). The next 13 hikes include some of these points of interest, including the historic merry-go-round, the Old Zoo, Mount Hollywood, Amir’s Garden, Ferndell Park, the Bronson Caves, and the HOLLYWOOD sign (arguably the best-known site within the park). For a complete list of events and attractions, go to the observatory (2800 East Observatory Road) or the visitor center (4730 Crystal Springs Drive).




  Note: Leashed dogs are allowed on all the trails within the park.
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1. Beacon Hill Loop





  GRIFFITH PARK: Los Angeles




  

    Hiking distance: 5-mile double loop




    Hiking time: 3 hours




    Configuration: double loop with spur to Beacon Hill summit




    Elevation gain: 650 feet




    Exposure: exposed hills with short sections of shade




    Difficulty: moderate




    Dogs: allowed




    Maps: U.S.G.S. Burbank and Hollywood • Map and Guide of Griffith Park




    Hileman’s Recreational & Geological Map of Griffith Park


  




  Beacon Hill is the easternmost summit of the 50-mile-long Santa Monica Mountain Range. An illuminated beacon once resided on the top of Beacon Hill, warning aircraft of the mountains next to the Glendale Grand Central Airport, the main airport for Los Angeles and Hollywood during the 191 0s and 1920s. From Beacon Hill you can see it all—from the Pacific Ocean, across the Los Angeles Basin, and to the San Gabriel Valley and Mountains.




  Beacon Hill is located in Griffith Park in Los Angeles, the largest municipal park in the United States. This hike begins near the park’s historic 1926 merry-go-round, then climbs up Fern Canyon en route to the 1,001-foot summit. The trail forms a large loop around the base of Beacon Hill along the southeast corner ofGriffith Park. An additional one-mile loop leads to Vista View Point, which offers a bird’s-eye view of Hollywood and the Griffith Park Observatory.




  To the trailhead




  Go to the intersection of Los Feliz Boule vard and Crystal Springs Drive in Hollywood in the southeast area of Griffith Park. (To arrive at this intersection from the Golden State Freeway/I-5, take the Los Feliz Boulevard Exit. Drive west a short distance to Crystal Springs Drive.) Drive 1.3 miles north on Crystal Springs Drive tothe merry-go-round turnoff on the left. Turn left and park in the first parking lot.




  From Highway 134/Ventura Freeway in Burbank, take the Victory Boulevard exit. Drive south to a T-junction with Zoo Drive. Turn left on Zoo Drive and continue 2.1 miles to the merry-go-round turnoff on the right. (En route, Zoo Drive becomes Griffith Park Drive.) Turn right and park in the first parking lot.




  The hike




  From the parking lot, walk back to the entrance road and the vehicle gate. The Lower Beacon Trail, our return route, is directly across the road. Walk 75 yards to the right on the paved road to the Fern Canyon Nature Trail on the left (Hike 2). Continue on the paved road for 55 yards (straight ahead) to a second junction. Leave the paved road and veer left on the Fern Canyon Trail, a dirt road. Pass two junctions on the right that form a loop through the Old Zoo (Hike 3). Pass a side path on the left that descends into Fern Canyon and the amphitheater. Steadily climb the west canyon wall, following the curvature of the mountains. Cross over to the east slope of Fern Canyon, reaching the 5-Points junction on a ridge overlooking the San Gabriel Valley and Los Angeles at one mile. Straight ahead is the Coolidge Trail, our return route. The two trails to the right form the smaller one-mile loop.




  For now, bear left on a spur trail to the summit of Beacon Hill. Walk east along the eucalyptus-lined ridge at a near-level grade. Make a short but steep ascent to the rounded, 1,001-foot summit at 1.25 miles. Below is the Golden State (I-5) Freeway and theLos Angeles River. To the east and north are Glendale, Eagle Rock, Burbank, the Verdugo Mountains, and the San Gabriel Mountains. To the south and west are downtown Los Angeles and the entire Los Angeles basin to Palos Verdes.




  Return to the 5-Points junction. To add a one-mile loop to the hike, take the second trail to the right. Traverse the mountain westward, perched on the steep slope. Climb to Vista Del Valle Drive, at the head of Fern Canyon and directly across from Vista View Point. The overlook offers more sweeping views of Hollywood, Los Angeles, and the Griffith Park Observatory. Across the road is the Hogback Trail and Riverside Trail (Hike 8). Follow the path to the left, above and parallel to Vista Del Valle Drive. The path joins the road along a U-bend in Vista Del Valle Drive. Pick up the posted trail on the outside bend. Descend east, completing the loop at 5-Points junction.




  To continue on the large loop, take the Coolidge Trail to the right, descending on the south-facing slope. As the path nears the Marty Tregnan Golf Academy, look north to a great view of Beacon Hill. Descend to a trail split at the southeast corner of Griffith Park. The right fork drops down to Crystal Springs Drive. Veer left on the Lower Beacon Trail, skirting the east flank of Beacon Hill above the freeway on the undulating path. Curve left (west) and climb to northern park views. Descend to the park road, directly across from the trailhead parking area. [image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]
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2. Fern Canyon Nature Trail





  GRIFFITH PARK: Los Angeles




  

    Hiking distance: 0.6-mile loop




    Hiking time: 0.5 hours




    Configuration: loop with spur to amphitheater




    Elevation gain: 150 feet




    Exposure: a mix of exposed slopes and forested canyon




    Difficulty: easy




    Dogs: allowed




    Maps: U.S.G.S. Burbank • Map and Guide of Griffith Park


    Hileman’s Recreational & Geological Map of Griffith Park


  




  The Fern Canyon Nature Trail, near the eastern terminus of the Santa Monica Mountains, takes you through a forested canyon on a looping trail in Griffith Park. The self-guided nature trail meanders through dense pockets of streamside vegetation and winds through shady groves of oak, sycamore, black walnut, willow, toyon, and cedar. The path crosses a footbridge over the stream to an amphitheater. This quiet refuge on the lower slope of Fern Canyon is located minutes from the park’s merry-go-round and the Old Zoo Park.




  To the trailhead




  Go to the intersection of Los Feliz Boule vard and Crystal SpringsDrive in Hollywood in the southeast area of Griffith Park. (To arrive at this intersection from the Golden State Freeway/I-5, take the Los Feliz Boulevard Exit. Drive west a short distance to Crystal Springs Drive.) Drive north on Crystal Springs Drive for 1.3 miles to the merry-go-round turnoff on the left. Turn left and park in the first parking lot.




  From Highway 134/Ventura Freeway in Burbank, take the Victory Boulevard exit. Drive south to a T-junction with Zoo Drive. Turn left on Zoo Drive and continue 2.1 miles to the merry-go- round turnoff on the right. (En route, Zoo Drive becomes CrystalSprings Drive.) Turn right and park in the first parking lot.




  The hike




  From the parking lot, walk back to the entrance road and the vehicle gate. The Lower Beacon Trail is directly across the road. Walk 75 yards to the right on the paved road to the Fern Canyon Nature Trail on the left. Bear left and walk into the mouth of the canyon to a Y-fork. Begin the loop to the right, staying on the main trail along the east (left) side of the stream. Twenty yards from the first junction is a second trail split. The left fork climbs up and over a hill, reconnecting with the main trail a short distance ahead. Pass another junction (the return route), and cross a footbridge over the stream to the Fern Canyon Amphitheater. From the amphitheater, steps lead up the hill to the right and connect with the Fern Canyon Trail (Hike 1).




  Retrace your steps back to the upper-most junction, and now take the footpath to the right. Climb over the hill and descend into the adjoining canyon. Continue down canyon, completing the loop. Head right for a short distance back to the entrance road. [image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]
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3. Bee Rock and Old Zoo Park





  GRIFFITH PARK: Los Angeles




  

    Hiking distance: 2.2-mile loop




    Hiking time: 1.5 hours




    Configuration: loop with spur to Bee Rock




    Elevation gain: 600 feet




    Exposure: mostly exposed with sections of shade




    Difficulty: easy with moderate ascent to Bee Rock




    Dogs: allowed




    Maps: U.S.G.S. Burbank • Map and Guide of Griffith Park


    Hileman’s Recreational & Geological Map of Griffith Park


  




  Bee Rock is a large, cavernous sandstone outcropping that is naturally sculpted into the shape of a beehive near the center of Griffith Park. From atop the 1,056-foot rock formation are impressive views across the massive park. The hike returns through the Old Los Angeles Zoo, which was converted into a park after the new zoo was built. The Old Los Angeles Zoo operated from 191 2 through 1965 at this location before moving to the current location two miles north. The historic enclosures, walls, and grottoes, built in the 1930s to house the animals, are still intact. The trail winds past the abandoned animal cages with an eerie animal ghost town atmosphere. The trails are on the old walking paths and expansive lawns. This hike begins at the at the merry-go-round and follows a dirt road that circles the back side of the Old Zoo to Bee Rock, then returns through the Old Zoo.




  To the trailhead




  Go to the intersection of Los Feliz Boulevard and Crystal Springs Drive in Hollywood in the southeast area of Griffith Park. (To arrive at this intersection from the Golden State Freeway/I-5, take the Los Feliz Boulevard exit. Drive west a short distance to Crystal Springs Drive.) Drive 1.3 miles north on Crystal Springs Drive to the merry-go-round turnoff on the left. Turn left and park in thefirst parking lot.




  From Highway 134/Ventura Freeway in Burbank, take the Victory Boulevard exit. Drive south to a T-junction with Zoo Drive. Turn left on Zoo Drive and continue 2.1 miles to the merry-go-round turnoff on the right. (En route, Zoo Drive becomes Crystal Springs Drive.) Turn right and park in the first parking lot.
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  The hike




  From the parking lot, walk back to the entrance road and the vehicle gate. The Lower Beacon Trail is directly across the road. Walk 75 yards to the right on the paved road to the Fern CanyonNature Trail on the left (Hike 2). Continue on the paved road for 55 yards (straight ahead) to a second junction. Leave the paved road and veer left on the Fern Canyon Trail, a dirt road. Walk 80 yards to a Y-fork. Begin the loop to the left, staying on the Fern Canyon Trail for 60 yards to a junction with the Old Zoo Trail. The left fork (straight ahead) leads to Beacon Hill (Hike 1). Instead, veer right on the Old Zoo Trail and head uphill into the trees. Skirt the back (west) side of the Old Zoo as prominent Bee Rock comes into view at a half mile. Gently descend into the shade of pines and oaks. On a horseshoe right bend is seasonal Spring Creek and a rock grotto. Cross over the stream to an unsigned trail on the right, our return route.




  For now, continue straight ahead and descend to a 4-way junction at 0.7 miles. The right fork descends to the Old Zoo Picnic Area. The Mineral Wells Trail continues straight ahead, then curves right. For this hike, take the Bee Rock Trail to the left, and traverse the south canyon slope with scattered oaks. The road/trail curves left and ends by a footpath. Bear left on the path and weave uphill at a steeper grade. Head generally south on thesteep, narrow trail. Concrete steps lead up to the perch atop Bee Rock. From the fenced 1,056-foot summit are great vistas of the San Gabriel Mountains and the San Fernando Valley.




  Return to the unsigned path at Spring Canyon. Descend to the left along the left side of the waterway to a paved path, part of the Old Zoo pathway. Go to the right, passing old cell-like cages built in the 1930s that once housed the animals. On the left are expansive lawns. At 100 yards is a junction. The main trail (straight head) weaves downhill, passing abandoned rock animal habitats and returning to the parking lots by the merry-go-round. Take the narrower paved path to the right. Wind along the contours of the hillside, passing more animal cages. Parallel the Old Zoo Trail, completing the loop at the Fern Canyon Trail. Retrace your steps back to the trailhead parking lot. [image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]




  




  
4. Mount Hollywood from Old Zoo Picnic Area





  GRIFFITH PARK: Los Angeles




  

    Hiking distance: 4.5 miles round trip




    Hiking time: 2.5 hours




    Configuration: out-and-back




    Elevation gain: 1,175 feet




    Exposure: exposed hills




    Difficulty: moderately strenuous




    Dogs: allowed




    Maps: U.S.G.S. Burbank • Map and Guide of Griffith Park


    Hileman’s Recreational & Geological Map of Griffith Park


  




  Mount Hollywood, the highest peak in Griffith Park, sits at an elevation of 1,625 feet. The overlook atop the flattened summit looks down on the Griffith Park Observatory and across Hollywood and Los Angeles. The views span from the Pacific Ocean across the eastern San Fernando Valley. It is the most popular lookout in the park. Several routes lead up to Mount Hollywood. The most travelled route begins at the observatory and climbs north to the summit (Hike 10). This hike accesses Mount Hollywood from the opposite direction, beginning at the Old Zoo Picnic Area. The trail climbs the mountain via the Bill Eckert (East) Trail, a dirtfire road. It is named for Bill Eckert, a park ranger, hiking guide, Griffith Park historian, and self-taught botanist.




  To the trailhead




  Go to the intersection of Los Feliz Boulevard and Crystal Springs Drive in Hollywood in the southeast area of Griffith Park. (To arrive at this intersection from the Golden State Freeway/I-5, take the Los Feliz Boulevard exit. Drive west a short distance to Crystal Springs Drive.) Drive 1.5 miles north on Crystal Springs Drive to Griffith Park Drive—just past the merry-go-round—and turn left. Drive a quarter mile to the Old Zoo Picnic Area on the left. Turn left and go 0.2 miles to the parking spaces on the left.




  From Highway 134/Ventura Freeway in Burbank, take the Victory Boulevard exit. Drive south to a T-junction with Zoo Drive. Turn left on Zoo Drive and continue 1.9 miles to Griffith Park Drive on the right. (En route, Zoo Drive becomes Crystal Springs Drive.) Turn right and go a quarter mile to the Old Zoo Picnic Area on the left. Turn left and go 0.2 miles to the parking spaces on the left.




  The hike




  Walk up the paved road towards towering Bee Rock, the cavern ous sandstone formation. Pass the open gate to a left bend in the road at 0.2 miles. Leave the road and walk through the trail gate to an unpaved fire road and a junction. The trail straight ahead leads to Bee Rock (Hike 3). The Old Zoo Trail goes left and leads to Fern Canyon.




  For this hike, bear right on the Mineral Wells Trail, and walk 50 yards to the posted Bill Eckert Trail on the left. Bear left and head up the slope along the north wall of the ravine, with a great view of Bee Rock across the canyon. At the second switchback is a bench at an overlook of Burbank, Glendale, the Verdugo Mountains, and the San Gabriel Mountains. The path levels out and follows the chaparral-covered contours of the hillside. Pass two water tanks on the right while overlooking the Wilson and Harding Golf Courses. Continue weaving up the hill to a view into the canyon of the Griffith Park Boys Camp on the right. At 1.8 miles, the trail ends at a junction with Vista Del Valle Drive, an old paved road. The left fork descends to Bee Rock, Glendale Peak,and Beacon Hill.




  Bear right and walk 200 yards to a trail on the left as the road bends sharply to the right. Take the wide footpath, wending uphill to a trail split. Veer left and continue uphill along the northeast slope of Mount Bell. Cross a narrow ridge, with views of Los Angeles, the San Fernando Valley, and the San Gabriel Valley, to a 4-way junction. The East Ridge (Hogback) Trail goes to the left, leading to Dante’s View and Glendale Peak. The 3-Mile Trail goes to the right, leading to Mount Hollywood Drive. For this hike, walk straight ahead to 1,625-foot Mount Hollywood, the highest point in the park. From the summit is a classic view of the Griffith Park Observatory, Hollywood, downtown Los Angeles, and the surrounding mountains. Return by retracing your steps. [image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]
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5. Amir’s Garden





  GRIFFITH PARK: Los Angeles




  

    Hiking distance: 1.5 miles round trip




    Hiking time: 1 hour




    Configuration: out-and-back with interconnected pathways in garden




    Elevation gain: 300 feet




    Exposure: exposed hills with shaded pockets




    Difficulty: easy




    Dogs: allowed




    Maps: U.S.G.S. Burbank • Map and Guide of Griffith Park


    Hileman’s Recreational & Geological Map of Griffith Park


  




  Amir’s Garden is a beautifully landscaped garden with rock-lined paths, benches, and picnic tables on layered terraces in Griffith Park. The nearly five-acre oasis contains several species of trees (including pines, palm, eucalyptus, jacaranda, and pepper), ferns, ice plants, geraniums, rose bushes, yucca, and a wide variety of succulents. A network of trails and stairways lead through the lush, shaded grove. The garden was once a barren hillside. Amir Dialameh, a Persian immigrant, created, designed, planted, nurtured, and maintained this idyllic landscape as a labor of love from 1971 until his death in 2003. The garden is currently cared for by volunteers. This hike begins at the Mineral Wells Picnic Area and climbs the hillside to the tranquil garden.




  To the trailhead




  Go to the intersection of Los Feliz Boulevard and Crystal Springs Drive in Hollywood in the southeast area of Griffith Park. (To arrive at this intersection from the Golden State Freeway/I-5, take the Los Feliz Boulevard exit. Drive west a short distance to Crystal Springs Drive.) Drive 1.5 miles north on Crystal Springs Drive to Griffith Park Drive—just past the merry-go-round—and turn left. Drive 1.3 miles to the Mineral Wells Picnic Area and park alongside the road.




  From Highway 134/Ventura Freeway in Burbank, take the Vic tory Boulevard exit. Drive south to a T-junction with Zoo Drive. Turn right and drive 2.3 miles to the Mineral Wells Picnic Area. (En route, Zoo Drive becomes Griffith Park Drive.) Park along the road.




  The hike




  At the trailhead is a 3-way junction. The Mineral Wells Trail heads left and right, connecting the Bill Eckert Trail by the Old Zoo with Mount Hollywood Drive. For this hike, bear right and immediatelygo left onto the unsigned North Trail. Switchback to the left and curve around a water tank to views of Burbank, Glendale, the Verdugo Mountains, and the majestic San Gabriel Mountains. At a half mile is a trail split. The North Trail continues to the right. Bear left into Amir’s Garden, the lush oasis on the southeast mountain slope. Explore along your own route as the garden paths zigzag across the hillside. Stroll to overlooks and benches among the landscaped grounds. Return along the same route.




  To extend the hike, continue up the hill on the North Trail, leading to Mount Bell and Mount Hollywood (Hike 6). [image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]
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6. Mount Bell from Mineral Wells Picnic Area





  GRIFFITH PARK: Los Angeles




  

    Hiking distance: 4.2-miles round trip




    Hiking time: 2.5 hours




    Configuration: out-and-back with loop; side-trip to Amir’s Garden




    Elevation gain: 900 feet




    Exposure: exposed hills




    Difficulty: moderate




    Dogs: allowed




    Maps: U.S.G.S. Burbank • Map and Guide of Griffith Park


    Hileman’s Recreational & Geological Map of Griffith Park


  




  Mount Bell sits in the geographic center of Griffith Park at an elevation of 1,582 feet. It is less than a half mile north of Mount Hollywood, the highest peak in the park. This hike begins at the Mineral Wells Picnic Area and climbs high into the park’s back-country to Mount Bell. The trail circles the summit, offering spectacular vistas in every direction. En route, the trail visits Amir’s Garden, a 5-acre hillside oasis.




  To the trailhead




  Go to the intersection of Los Feliz Boulevard and Crystal Springs Drive in Hollywood in the southeast area of Griffith Park. (Toarrive at this intersection from the Golden State Freeway/I-5, take the Los Feliz Boulevard exit. Drive west a short distance to Crystal Springs Drive.) Drive 1.5 miles north on Crystal Springs Drive to Griffith Park Drive—just past the merry-go-round—and turn left. Drive 1.3 miles to the Mineral Wells Picnic Area and park alongside the road.




  From Highway 134/Ventura Freeway in Burbank, take the Forest Lawn Drive exit. Turn right and drive one block to Zoo Drive. Turn left and go 0.2 miles to Griffith Park Drive. Turn right and continue 1.4 miles to the signed Mineral Wells Picnic Area. Park alongside the road.
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  The hike




  At the trailhead is a 3-way junction. The Mineral Wells Trail heads left and right, connecting the Bill Eckert Trail by the Old Zoo with Mount Hollywood Drive. For this hike, bear right and immediatelygo left onto the unsigned North Trail. Switchback to the left and curve around a water tank to views of Burbank, Glendale, the Verdugo Mountains, and the majestic San Gabriel Mountains. At a half mile is a trail split. The North Trail continues to the right. First, detour left into Amir’s Garden, a lush oasis on the southeast mountain slope.




  After exploring the garden, return to the North Trail and continue uphill. Follow the ridge overlooking the Griffith Park Boys Camp (in the canyon to the left) to a T-junction by a water tank. The right fork leads to an irrigated, terraced hillside, part of the Toyon Canyon Restoration Project. Go to the left, curving around the right side of the water tank. Walk 100 yards to an unmarked junction at one mile. The Toyon Trail, a footpath, goes to the right and heads downhill (Hike 7). Stay on the fire road to the left, now the Mount Hollywood Trail. Head south and climb to Vista Del Valle Drive as views open up across the San Fernando Valley. Walk 30 yards to the left on the paved road, and pick up the trail on the right. Traverse the slope above Vista Del Valle Drive, passing rock formations and admiring the far-reaching vistas, to a trailfork by power poles at 1.5 miles.




  Begin the loop sharply to the right on the north flank of Mount Bell. Climb across the north face of Mount Bell to a T-junction. A view spans across Los Angeles, extending from the towering buildings of Hollywood, Century City, and Westwood to the Pacific Ocean. The right fork leads to Mount Hollywood Drive. Bear left and cross the south side of Mount Bell above Brush Canyon. Walk beyond Mount Bell to an overlook by a spring on the right, and drop down to another junction. The right fork leads to Mount Hollywood, which can be seen ahead, and Dante’s View. Go to the left and descend to a trail on the right that leads to Bee Rock and the Old Zoo (Hike 3). Walk straight ahead and continue downhill, completing the loop. Return by retracing your steps. [image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]




  




  
7. Mineral Wells–Toyon Trail Loop





  GRIFFITH PARK: Los Angeles




  

    Hiking distance: 2.7-mile loop




    Hiking time: 1.5 hours




    Configuration: loop with side-trip to Amir’s Garden




    Elevation gain: 500 feet




    Exposure: mostly exposed hills with shaded areas




    Difficulty: easy to moderate




    Dogs: allowed




    Maps: U.S.G.S. Burbank • Map and Guide of Griffith Park


    Hileman’s Recreational & Geological Map of Griffith Park


  




  This loop hike circles Toyon Canyon in the upper end of Griffith Park. From 1957 through 1985, Toyon Canyon (originally called Mineral Wells Canyon) was the site of the Toyon Landfill, a controversial refuse site. It is now being restored as a landscaped green space. The hike incorporates a mix of footpaths and fire roads (including the North Trail, Toyon Trail, and Mineral Wells Trail) to form a loop. This hike begins at the Mineral Wells Picnic Area, winds through forested canyons, and offers magnificent vistas across Griffith Park from the canyon-top ridges.




  To the trailhead




  Go to the intersection of Los Feliz Boulevard and Crystal SpringsDrive in Hollywood in the southeast area of Griffith Park. (To arrive at this intersection from the Golden State Freeway/I-5, take the Los Feliz Boulevard exit. Drive west a short distance to Crystal Springs Drive.) Drive 1.5 miles north on Crystal Springs Drive to Griffith Park Drive (just past the merry-go-round) and turn left. Drive 1.3 miles to the Mineral Wells Picnic Area and park alongside the road.




  From Highway 134/Ventura Freeway in Burbank, take the Forest Lawn Drive exit. Turn right and drive one block to Zoo Drive. Turn left and go 0.2 miles to Griffith Park Drive. Turn right and continue1.4 miles to the signed Mineral Wells Picnic Area. Park alongside the road.




  The hike




  At the trailhead is a 3-way junction. The Mineral Wells Trail heads left and right, connecting the Bill Eckert Trail by the Old Zoo with Mount Hollywood Drive. For this hike, bear right and immediatelygo left onto the unsigned North Trail. Switchback to the left and curve around a water tank to views of Burbank, Glendale, the Verdugo Mountains, and the majestic San Gabriel Mountains. At a half mile is a trail split. The North Trail continues to the right. For a short detour, head left into Amir’s Garden, a lush oasis on the southeast mountain slope.




  Return to the North Trail and continue uphill. Follow the ridge overlooking the Griffith Park Boys Camp (in the canyon to the left) to a T-junction by a water tank. The right fork leads to the terraced hillside of the Toyon Canyon Restoration Project. Go to the left, curving around the right side of the water tank. Walk 100 yards to an unmarked junction at one mile. The Mount Hollywood Trail continues straight ahead up the hill (Hike 6).




  For this hike, veer right on the Toyon Trail, a footpath. Descend between Royce’s Canyon on the left and Toyon Canyon on the right, dropping down to paved Mount Hollywood Drive. Stay on the dirt path, parallel to the road. As Mount Hollywood Drive makes a horseshoe left bend, continue straight on the footpath past eucalyptus, oak, and pine groves. Cross a utility road andtake the signed bridle trail. Top a rise to a vista across the entire San Fernando Valley. At a fork, stay on the Toyon Trail to the right. Stroll along the toyon-covered hillside, and descend among pines, oaks, and bay laurel to a junction at 2 miles. The left fork leads 150 feet to gated Mount Hollywood Drive at Zoo Drive. Go to the right on the Mineral Wells Trail. Steadily loose elevation, following the old paved road for 200 yards. Stay to the left, picking up the dirt trail again. Cross a concrete spillway and meander through the forest above Mineral Wells Picnic Area, completing the loop at the trailhead. [image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]
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