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      “It is to secure our rights that we resort to government at all.”

      –Thomas Jefferson

    


    Chapter One


    THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE


    Over the past 250 years, a lot has changed in America. The United States has grown bigger. Modern inventions, wars, and twenty-first century ideas have changed the way we think.


    But some things haven’t changed. At the center of the United States are very important ideas. They shaped the country when it was born. And they continue to shape it today.


    You can find many of these ideas in the documents that people wrote when the United States was very young. The Declaration of Independence is one of them.


    WHAT IS THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE?


    A long time ago, the United States used to be thirteen different colonies. These colonies were run by Great Britain. They didn’t have their own government.


    
      Colonies are groups of people living in a different land but still belonging to their home country.

    


    Many people were unhappy with Great Britain. They didn’t like how it was running the colonies.


    At first, people just wanted to fix the relationship between Great Britain and the colonies. They didn’t want the colonies to actually become their own country.


    But then things changed. In 1776, colonists and British soldiers fought a couple of battles at Lexington and Concord in Massachusetts.


    During this time, a group of men were meeting together. They called themselves the Continental Congress. There were people from each colony in the group. Together, they talked about what to do.


    Pretty soon people realized that the colonies would have to declare independence. They would form their own country.


    The Congress asked Thomas Jefferson to prepare a formal argument for independence. The group of men would send it to Great Britain. They would also read it to the colonists. It would be called the Declaration of Independence.


    
      Independence is another word for freedom–the ability to make decisions without anyone telling you what to do.


      A declaration is a statement of something.
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      Thomas Jefferson

    


    IDEAS


    Thomas Jefferson represented Virginia in the Continental Congress. He was young and smart. The other representatives knew he was a good writer.


    
      DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE FAST FACTS


      Who wrote the Declaration?


      Thomas Jefferson


      When was it signed?


      July 4, 1776
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