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To the victims






PART ONE AN AMERICAN CATASTROPHE







A SUMMER OF INSURRECTIONS

On May 25, 2020, the death of a black American in the custody of Minneapolis police led to one of the greatest eruptions of lawlessness and violence in American history. The violence was provoked by a disturbing video that recorded the last breaths of George Floyd, a Minneapolis citizen who expired with a policeman’s knee pressed firmly on the side of his neck for more than nine minutes.1 The principal organizer of the protest was a group called Black Lives Matter (BLM), which for seven years had been conducting similar demonstrations against what it called the “systemic racism” and brutality of a “white supremacist” society that targeted black Americans like George Floyd.

The protests and riots that followed Floyd’s death were so large and destructive, involved so many Americans, and involved such powerful elements of the nation’s culture as to reshape its political alignments, affect a presidential election, and inspire the largest exodus from America’s cities ever recorded. An earthquake in the nation’s human landscape had altered its political and social fault lines for good.

Studies by Princeton University and the Wisconsin-based “Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project” revealed that during the first 103 days of the unrest, there were 633 violent protests in approximately 220 locations across the United States, including 48 of the 50 largest American cities, and 74 of the top 100. Black Lives Matter activists were involved in about 95 percent of those violent and destructive incidents.2 According to the studies, there were also approximately 11,400 so-called “peaceful protests”—which advanced the same Black Lives Matter indictment of America as a systemically racist society—at more than 2,400 distinct locations nationwide.3

During the riots, Black Lives Matter leaders issued no condemnations of the violence—in direct contrast to the Civil Rights Movement leaders of the 1960s, who insisted on the principle of non-violence and whose demonstrations were not accompanied by attacks on police and the destruction of local businesses. The peaceful protests associated with Black Lives Matter were staged during the daytime and then regularly morphed into riots under cover of night.4 By illegally blocking traffic on major roadways, the daytime protests created an atmosphere of lawlessness that not only was dangerous in itself but also contributed to the violence that followed.5 These facts make it difficult to regard the “peaceful protests” as distinct and separate from the violence, rather than as fraternal accessories to it.

The insurrectionary nature of the Black Lives Matter protests was captured in the principal slogan used by both demonstrators and rioters: “No Justice, No Peace!” This could easily be seen as a thinly veiled threat: “Submit to our views and meet our demands, or face destructive chaos.” The chant “No Justice, No Peace!” accompanied by such large-scale violence made clear that the remedy envisaged was not—and could not be—a reform within existing institutions. To make the changes necessary to secure “justice,” the system must be dismantled first, and then “reimagined,” to use the in-vogue radical verb. The message was clear: the only acceptable solutions were extreme measures. Only a revolutionary force outside the “system” could fix it, even though the systems in cities like Minneapolis and all the other major centers of the violence were entirely controlled by liberal Democrats who had endorsed the Black Lives Matter movement. Apparently, those liberals shared the goals of the radicals but lacked the spine to achieve them.

Six years earlier, Black Lives Matter had instigated similar riots over a similar arrest in Ferguson, Missouri. The principal differences between the civil violence in Ferguson and Minneapolis were scope and scale. The Ferguson street battles, arsons, and lootings were mainly confined to one city and lasted roughly one month. But in the intervening years, Black Lives Matter had grown in number and capability to the point where it could now threaten civil order on a national scale. Its increased power was fueled by tens of millions of dollars donated by tax-exempt foundations; major American companies like Apple, Microsoft, and Amazon; and wealthy individuals on the political left, such as George Soros and LeBron James.6

During the 2020 sieges, hundreds of millions of additional dollars in donations from corporate America and celebrities in entertainment and sports flowed into the war chest of Black Lives Matter, making it the most powerful radical movement in American history. Thanks to its increased resources, the wave of Black Lives Matter riots engulfed hundreds of municipalities and brought several major cities, including Minneapolis, Portland, Seattle, and New York, to their knees.

The night after George Floyd’s death, thousands of angry demonstrators took to the streets and began a war that would continue throughout the summer and beyond. As in the Ferguson riots, the primary targets were the forces of law and order. It was an insurrectionary movement, directly challenging the civil authority.

Sometime after 6:00 p.m. on the night after George Floyd’s death, rioters in Minneapolis vandalized the local police headquarters, spray-painting squad cars and hurling rocks and other projectiles at law-enforcement officers.7 At the same time Black Lives Matter operatives organized demonstrations and riots in five other U.S. cities, with participants chanting the names of black Americans whom they portrayed as civil rights martyrs who allegedly had been killed merely because they were black, by police officers who were presumed to be white.8

In direct refutation of the central claim of Black Lives Matter—that rampant “white supremacy” in America had led to George Floyd’s murder—the actions of the arresting police officers were universally condemned across the country. The spectacle of a black man’s life slipping away on camera was horrifying to Americans, both black and white. Police chiefs and police unions across the country were as outraged as everyone else about what had happened to George Floyd, describing the incident as “not acceptable,” “deeply disturbing,” and “absolutely reprehensible.”9 These condemnations came in advance of any autopsy report or formal investigation. Not a single voice was raised in defense of the police, despite the absence of any investigation into the facts. The officers involved were stigmatized as “murderers” and immediately fired from their jobs. Within a few days, the lead officer in the incident was formally indicted for murder and manslaughter while the other three were charged with abetting those crimes.10

The consensus over the Floyd killing raised unsettling questions. How could there be “systemic racism” throughout America’s criminal justice system if the condemnation was so universal? Many police departments, including Minneapolis’s, were headed by blacks. Why were violent demonstrations and threats of “No Justice, No Peace” the only solutions capable of addressing the death of George Floyd if it was so unanimously deplored? In the prevailing atmosphere of outrage, these questions were never asked. Instead, bowing to the political demands of the rioters, the Minneapolis authorities—all Democrats and supporters of Black Lives Matter—ordered their police department not to suppress the violence of what were, in fact, vigilantes, and therefore not to fulfill their oaths of office to ensure civil order and peace.

The Riots

With police standing by or in retreat, some two thousand rioters burned down the Minneapolis Third Precinct police station. It was actually surrendered to the rioters by the Democrat authorities, as the mayor of Minneapolis, Jacob Frey, explicitly ordered his officers to evacuate the station.11 As the officers fled, the rioters hurled bottles, rocks, concrete blocks, and other debris at them without fear of reprisal. When the officers got into their cruisers to flee the scene, they had to crash through the parking-lot gate which had been padlocked by protesters in an attempt to trap them in a confined space where they would have been easy targets for further attacks.12

More ominously, this easy victory for the rioters became an inspiration to radicals in other cities to do the same. The attacks on police marked the beginning of sustained violent assaults that left in their wake the kind of devastation familiar in war zones. During the next several weeks, looters and arsonists destroyed nearly 1,500 businesses in Minneapolis and its twin city, St. Paul, alone.13 Within a month, the total damage sustained by Minnesota came to more than $500 million.14

Many of the destroyed businesses were local shops that served poorer communities. The life savings and investments of the ordinary citizens who owned them were destroyed overnight. One handicapped black woman wept bitterly as she said, “These people did this for no reason…. This is ridiculous. These people are tearing up our livelihood. This was the only place I could go to shop, and now I don’t have anywhere to go….”15

Black-owned businesses that had been thriving in the Trump economy were suddenly wiped out by violent mobs that shattered the dreams of hardworking entrepreneurs as recklessly as they had smashed the windowpanes of their storefronts. Eli Aswan had immigrated to the U.S. from Tanzania and opened a small car dealership in Minneapolis. On the morning of May 27, Aswan went to his dealership and found that the building had been vandalized, his vehicles had been destroyed, and looters had made off with many thousands of dollars in car titles and equipment. “They cleaned out everything,” he lamented. “It’s really, really sad.”16

On June 6, twelve days after George Floyd’s death, half a million people turned out for Black Lives Matter protests in nearly 550 cities and towns across the United States.17 By June 9, those demonstrations had spread to more than 2,000 locales in all 50 U.S. states.18 As spring gave way to summer, in city after city the rioters defaced both public and private property, smashed windows, looted stores, set vehicles and buildings ablaze, desecrated or toppled civic monuments and statues, attacked citizens who opposed them, assaulted police officers trying to stop them, and turned large urban areas into war zones where no one was safe.

By June 3, at least 200 cities had imposed curfews in an effort to quell the mayhem. More than 30 states had activated 62,000 National Guardsmen to help restore order. Law enforcement personnel were among the primary targets of the protesters. By June 8, two policemen had been killed in the nationwide riots, while more than 700 officers in 25 states had been injured, along with 60 Secret Service agents and 40 U.S. Park Police. Fifteen civilians had already died in the riots.19

One of the more poignant victims was David Dorn, a seventy-seven-year-old African-American retired police captain who was fatally shot on June 2 by a man who was looting a St. Louis pawn shop where Dorn was employed as a security guard. On the night of Dorn’s death, four active-duty police officers in St. Louis were also shot, while many others were attacked with rocks and fireworks, and fifty-five businesses were burglarized, vandalized, or burned.20

By the end of June, at least 14,000 protesters and rioters in more than four dozen separate cities had been arrested. So vast was the property damage they had caused, that in terms of losses due to theft, fire, vandalism, and other forms of destruction, the riots triggered by George Floyd’s death were projected to be the costliest sustained acts of civil disorder in American history.21

Divisions over the Mayhem

Because the Democrat Party had long since formally endorsed Black Lives Matter and considered the organization its political ally, leading Democrats and their advocates in the national media sought to minimize the destruction, claiming that the protests were “mostly peaceful” expressions of a right protected by the First Amendment. An article in Catholic World Report summed up their reaction:


The elites in the mainstream press are at great pains these days to assure us that the violence and mayhem we are witnessing in our country is really only a small by-product of protests which, in the main, are “mostly peaceful.” Protesters gather in Portland and attempt to burn down a federal building—with federal employees still in the building—yet, the protest was “mostly peaceful.” A few thousand folks burn a police precinct in Seattle and take over a section of the city for weeks. The life’s work of the business owners in the area is destroyed, mayhem reigns within the “autonomous zone,” a 19-year old is even murdered, yet, the protest was “mostly peaceful.” In Wisconsin a state senator is beaten up. Innocent motorists are surrounded and terrorized on city streets. Each morning we wake up to news of cities burning, our emergency rooms clogged with the injured, even dead bodies being hauled to funeral homes, and, yet, we should ignore all this since the protests are, according to our secular press, “mostly peaceful.”22



Here is how the New York Times described the mayhem: “The vast majority of protesters in Minneapolis, like others around the country, marched peacefully, and some tried to intervene to stop the destruction.” But even the violence, the Times explained, could be seen as “an understandable response to years of injustice at the hands of the Minneapolis police, an explosion of anger that activists had warned was coming if the city did not reform law enforcement.”23

The eagerness of Democrat partisans in the media to downplay the violence in Democrat cities was dramatized with almost comic clarity in a CNN segment in which correspondent Omar Jimenez reported from Kenosha, Wisconsin, which had been under siege for days. While a massive arson fire was visible in the background of his screen shot, Jimenez said, “What you’re seeing is one of multiple locations that have been burning in Kenosha, Wisconsin, over the course of the night…. [T]hese images came in stark contrast to what we saw over the course of the daytime hours in Kenosha and into the early evening, which were largely peaceful demonstrations in the face of law enforcement.” While fires engulfed buildings in the distance, a chyron at the bottom of the television screen read: “Fiery but mostly peaceful protests after police shooting.”24

A Seminal Clash in Washington, D.C.

The contrast between a media sympathetic to the rioters, and the Trump administration, which was calling for law and order, reached a climax following a presidential address on June 1, 2020. Speaking from the White House Rose Garden, Trump condemned the nationwide riots as “acts of domestic terror” and urged governors to use as many National Guard troops as necessary to stop the violence.25

Following his speech, Trump’s plan was to walk from the White House across the street to St. John’s Episcopal Church, a historic building commonly known as the “Church of Presidents.” The night before, “protesters” had vandalized the church and set it on fire. Trump had demanded a greater law-enforcement presence in the vicinity of the White House, but the Democrat mayor, Muriel Bowser, was a supporter of the rioters and refused to order it. As a result, the White House was being guarded by U.S. Park Police, the Secret Service, and some D.C. police.26

The night Trump spoke, the protesters had again massed in nearby Lafayette Square, broken police barriers, and hurled a variety of projectiles, including fireworks and flares, at the officers as they pressed towards the fence protecting the White House.27 Alarmed by the violence, the U.S. Park Police decided to clear the area and put up new fencing. A year later, a report from the inspector general of the Department of the Interior established that this was in fact a decision of the Park Police—not President Trump.28 The police were concerned about the safety of the park and the White House. Trump decided to turn their decision into a teaching moment about public safety and civility. Accompanied by members of his cabinet, Trump was able to cross the street to the church and pose for photographers. It was a stark reminder to Democrat governors and mayors of their responsibilities as civic officials charged with protecting their citizens. When the president reached the sidewalk in front of St. John’s, he held up a Bible. It was an obvious symbol of his often-expressed concern for religious liberty as the foundation of all America’s liberties, and of his often-repeated reminder that America’s motto is “In God We Trust.”

The media’s response to this gesture was to mock the president for dispersing “peaceful protesters” in order to have a “photo op”—what a Washington Post opinion columnist called an “ugly Bible stunt.”29 Trump was even accused of having infringed on the rights of the mob. As a headline in the New York Times put it, “Protesters Dispersed with Tear Gas So Trump Could Pose at Church.”30 Former presidential candidate Hillary Clinton tweeted, “Tonight the President of the United States used the American military to shoot peaceful protestors with rubber bullets & tear gas them. For a photo op. This is a horrifying use of presidential power against our own citizens.”31 (This from a woman whose husband, twenty-five years earlier, had unleashed a government tank attack on the Branch Davidian religious compound in Waco, Texas, incinerating seventy-six men, women, and children—mostly children.) There was no evidence that either tear gas or rubber bullets were used on the D.C. mob, or that the American military was present. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi made up for the deficiency by calling the Park Police and Secret Service officers Nazis: “The use of stormtroopers under the guise of law and order is a tactic that is not appropriate to our country in any way.”32

Gregory T. Monahan, acting chief of the U.S. Park Police, challenged the claims of the president’s opponents. According to Monahan, (a) the area had been filled with many “violent protestors” who were “throwing projectiles including bricks, frozen water bottles and caustic liquids”; (b) “intelligence had revealed calls for violence against the police”; and (c) “officers [had] found caches of glass bottles, baseball bats, and metal poles hidden along the street.”33

“To curtail the violence that was underway,” Monahan explained,


the U.S. Park Police, following established policy, issued three warnings over a loudspeaker to alert demonstrators… to evacuate the area. Horse mounted patrol, Civil Disturbance Units and additional personnel were used to clear the area. As many of the protestors became more combative, continued to throw projectiles, and attempted to grab officers’ weapons, officers then employed the use of smoke canisters and pepper balls. No tear gas was used by U.S. Park Police officers or other assisting law enforcement partners to close the area at Lafayette Square.34



In this Washington stand-off, the battle lines of the national conflict were clearly drawn. Four days later, on June 5, Mayor Bowser had the Department of Public Works paint the words “Black Lives Matter” in thirty-five-foot yellow capital letters on 16th Street just north of Lafayette Square, an area that had long been known as President’s Park, and named it “Black Lives Matter Plaza.” It was a clear gesture of support for the insurrectionists and contempt for the president. The new “Black Lives Matter Plaza” also featured a large painted street mural of the flag of Washington, D.C. The following night, activists removed the three stars from the mural, replaced them with the words “Black Lives Matter,” and also added the words “Defund the Police.”35

In announcing the renaming of President’s Park, Mayor Bowser tweeted, “Breonna Taylor on your birthday, let us stand with determination.”36 Taylor was one of the victims that Black Lives Matter claimed had been murdered by police. In a subsequent press conference, Bowser, who is black, explained, “There are people who are craving to be heard and to be seen and to have their humanity recognized. We had the opportunity to send that message loud and clear on a very important street in our city.”37

Black Lives Matter regarded the riots, the violence, and even the looting as positive achievements. During an August 10 rally, for example, Ariel Atkins, a leading organizer for Chicago Black Lives Matter, defended the widespread looting in her city as a form of “reparations,” explaining, “I don’t care if somebody decides to loot a Gucci’s or a Macy’s or a Nike because that makes sure that that person eats. That makes sure that that person has clothes. That’s a reparation. Anything they want to take, take it because these businesses have insurance.”38 When asked how she would respond to critics who claimed that the violence was undermining the Black Lives Matter movement’s ability to win the hearts and minds of the American public, Atkins replied, “I think that those [critics] are forgetting the way that history has ever worked. The way that history has worked, the way that we’ve ever gotten wins, has never been through peaceful protests alone, and I will say with quotes, ‘peaceful protests.’ Winning has come through revolts. Winning has come through riots…. The only people that can undermine our movement are the police, our oppressors, and then us when we don’t believe in the people that we’re fighting with…. I don’t undermine my movement.”39

Atkins’s “history” is totally detached from reality. Martin Luther King Jr. would turn over in his grave at Atkins’s dismissal of the greatest, most successful, and most peaceful protest movement in American history.

Cancelling the Critics

Despite the destruction and lawlessness of the riots, they continued to enjoy the support of the Democrat Party and its constituencies. In June, Stephen Colbert interviewed Senator Kamala Harris. “I know there are protests still happening in major cities across the United States, I’m just not seeing the reporting on it that I had for the first few weeks,” Colbert said. “That’s right,” Harris replied. “But they’re not gonna stop. They’re not gonna stop, and this is a movement, I’m telling you.”40

Ten weeks into the riots, Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley tweeted, “You know, there needs to be unrest in the streets for as long as there’s unrest in our lives.”41 No dissent was forthcoming from her Democrat colleagues.

In June 2020, New York Times opinion page editor and liberal James Bennet resigned from a twenty-year career under pressure from staffers at the paper. His sin? Publishing an op-ed by a United States senator, Tom Cotton, which favored invoking the Insurrection Act and deploying the U.S. military in cities where police were unable to prevent the riots.42

Bennet was followed by Philadelphia Inquirer executive editor Stan Wischnowski, who was forced to resign over an architecture column headline that read, “Buildings Matter, Too,” which was published after the rioters had ravaged many downtown buildings in his city.43

When sports announcer Grant Napear tweeted the phrase “All Lives Matter” on May 31, he was fired from his radio show and resigned in shame from his job as the voice of the Sacramento Kings basketball team. In an embarrassing but not atypical apology, Napear confessed to being “not as educated on Black Lives Matter as I thought…. I had no idea that when I said ‘All Lives Matter,’ that it was counter to what Black Lives Matter is trying to get across….” Then he said, “I’m in pain. I’m 60 years old and I still have a lot to learn.”44

Professor Gordon Klein, who had been teaching at UCLA’s Anderson School of Management since 1981, was put through the wringer in June after he rejected a student’s emailed request that a final exam be postponed for blacks in his class because of the alleged trauma that George Floyd’s death had caused them. In his response to that student, Klein wrote: “Thanks for your suggestion… that I give black students special treatment, given the tragedy in Minnesota. Do you know the names of the classmates that are black? How can I identify them since we’ve been having online classes only? Are there any students that may be of mixed parentage, such as half black–half Asian? What do you suggest I do with respect to them? A full concession or just half?… One last thing strikes me: Remember that Martin Luther King famously said that people should not be evaluated based on the ‘color of their skin.’ Do you think that your request would run afoul of Martin Luther King’s admonition?”45

Klein’s sarcasm triggered his critics. In response, UCLA senior Preet Bains started a Change.org petition asking the university to fire the professor “for his extremely insensitive, dismissive, and woefully racist response to his students’ request for empathy and compassion during a time of civil unrest.” Before long, some eighteen thousand people had signed the petition, and Klein was placed on involuntary administrative leave.46

Democrats and the Riots

Nearly every major city victimized by riots during the spring and summer of 2020 was governed—and governed almost exclusively—by Democrats. The destruction visited on their inhabitants was made possible by ineffectual officials who were openly sympathetic to the rioters and refused to perform the principal task of government: to ensure the safety of citizens and their property. The political leaders placed limits on the actions their police forces could take to control the violence and also rejected the president’s repeated offers to dispatch military personnel who would have quickly restored order. President Eisenhower sent federal troops to Little Rock to integrate the schools in 1957; President Kennedy deployed the military to Mississippi to integrate the schools in 1962; President George H. W. Bush called out four thousand army and marine troops to quell the 1992 Los Angeles riots.47 But Trump’s offers were rejected by Democrats and even members of the joint chiefs of staff as “dictatorial,” “unconstitutional,” and “dangerous.”

A trio of left-wing cities—Seattle, Portland, and New York—were hit particularly hard by the protests. In early June, a mob led by Black Lives Matter activists and the violent Marxist-Anarchist militia known as Antifa—which is an essential military component of the Black Lives Matter movement—took over the East Precinct of the Seattle Police Department. The mob also occupied Seattle City Hall and announced the establishment of a “liberated” area called CHAZ (an acronym for Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone), which soon was renamed CHOP (Capitol Hill Organized Protest). Drawing a parallel between CHOP and the Occupy Wall Street protests of 2011, which were also lawless, violent, and anti-capitalist, one Seattle observer described the scene in these words: “They bar media from entering and screen people coming in. They are walking around fully armed. Talking about making their own currency and making their own flag…. This is just like the Occupy movement. Soon we will have feces and drugs everywhere and people getting assaulted and raped in the encampments.” One police officer who had been previously stationed at the East Precinct reported that those in charge of CHOP were “shaking down businesses for $500 for protection.”48

Seattle’s Democrat mayor Jenny Durkan turned a blind eye to the illegal “occupation,” the extortion, and the general lawlessness. Citing the “food trucks, spaghetti potlucks, teach-ins, and movies” present in the zone as quaint indicators of bon homie, she hailed CHOP as a place whose “block party atmosphere” heralded a potential “summer of love.” Durkan tweeted a defense of the occupation, describing it as nothing more than “a peaceful expression of our community’s collective grief and their desire to build a better world.”49

The CHOP occupiers issued a series of transparently racist ultimatums titled, “The Demands of the Collective Black Voices at Free Capitol Hill to the Government of Seattle, Washington.” The demands included the “abolition” of the Seattle police force and “100% of [its] funding”; “a retrial of all People of Color currently serving a prison sentence for violent crime, by a jury of their [nonwhite] peers in their community”; “the abolition of imprisonment… especially… youth prisons and privately-owned, for-profit prisons”; “free college” for “people of color” in Washington state as “a form of reparations for the treatment of Black people in this state and country”; and the hiring, by hospitals and care facilities in Seattle, of “black doctors and nurses specifically to help care for black patients.”50

Much like the Occupy encampments of 2011, CHOP quickly degenerated into a quagmire of graffiti, decaying garbage, drug and alcohol abuse, and violent crime. At about 2:30 a.m. on June 20, a crowd inside CHOP blocked police from reaching two shooting victims—one of whom, a nineteen-year-old male, later died, while the other was hospitalized with serious injuries.51 Nine days later in the same autonomous zone, a black sixteen-year-old was fatally gunned down and a fourteen-year-old was shot and critically wounded.52 Finally the protesters, unhappy that the mayor wasn’t going far enough in her support for them, defiled her home with graffiti. This was a bridge too far. Mayor Durkan responded by issuing an executive order designating the encampment an unlawful assembly, and in one day it was dismantled by police.53 Inadvertently, this showed how directly responsible Democrat mayors across the country were for enabling the riots.


The Siege of Portland

If one American city could be described as the epicenter of the insurrections, it was Portland. Every night for four months, criminal mobs ranging from hundreds to thousands attacked Portland’s downtown area, firing explosives and wielding machetes, terrorizing its inhabitants, setting fire to its hall of justice, smashing public monuments, and calling for the abolition of the United States.

Portland’s long nightmare began at about 9:00 p.m. on Friday, May 29, when protesters marched down Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, chanting, “Black Lives Matter,” “No Justice, No Peace,” and “I Can’t Breathe.” Soon, many of the protesters began vandalizing businesses along the boulevard, shattering windows and spraying graffiti on buildings over an area of approximately twenty city blocks. Without the slightest regard for human life, one protester recklessly fired his gun at a passing car. The bullet grazed one of the people inside the vehicle.54

When the demonstrators reached the downtown area, they broke into the Multnomah County Justice Center and started a fire. Other arsonists lit additional fires throughout downtown Portland, torching dumpsters, trash cans, pallets, and automobiles. Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler declared a state of emergency, enacted a citywide overnight curfew, and publicly condemned the violence. But even as he took these actions, he signaled his sympathy for the anti-police sentiments of Black Lives Matter: “I can’t stand by and watch our city be destroyed, buildings set aflame. I won’t. But nor will I stand silent as men like George Floyd are murdered by the very institutions that are supposed to protect and serve them.”55

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security described the protesters who descended on Portland as “violent anarchists” who repeatedly blocked traffic, engaged in arson, destroyed and stole private property, and attacked police officers with fireworks, aerial mortars, laser beams capable of causing permanent eye damage, and various projectiles including glass bottles, rocks, golf balls, ball bearings, metal railroad spikes, plastic eggs filled with paint, and balloons filled with feces. During one protest, a man smashed an officer in the head with a hammer.56

The mayor’s brave words were not backed by actions effective to protect public safety and put an end to the riots. Between May 29 and August 22, the Portland Police Bureau formally declared a riot on eighteen separate occasions, including nine times in August alone.57 This chaos had disastrous and potentially deadly consequences that spread far beyond the areas directly hit by the rioters. During the overnight hours of August 15–16, for example, more than sixty 911 emergency calls went unanswered because the city’s police officers had to direct all of their attention to the riots downtown.58

On the night of August 16, a group of black protesters mobbed a pickup truck on a Portland street and dragged the white driver out of the vehicle, pushed him to the ground, and surrounded him as he pleaded for mercy. Before long, one of the crowd members ran toward the unsuspecting victim from behind and kicked him with full force on the side of his face, instantly knocking him out. “What the fuck is you talkin’ about, nigger!” the assailant screamed as the victim’s head hit the ground and bled profusely while other protesters rifled through the man’s truck in search of items they could steal. Meanwhile, other protesters repeatedly taunted the unconscious man. A male shouted at the victim, “Black lives matter, nigger!” And a woman screamed, “Get your bitch ass up!”59

During a protest on the night of August 29, a male Antifa member shot and killed a counter-protester, Aaron Danielson, who was wearing a hat with the name of the pro-Trump organization Patriot Prayer. When he first noticed Danielson, the gunman said, “Hey! Hey, we got one right here! We got a Trumper right here!”—and then shot him. Later that night, a female Antifa member using a bullhorn to address a large crowd of Antifa and Black Lives Matter protesters said, to cheers and laughter from the mob, “I just got word that the person who died was a Patriot Prayer Trump person. He was a fucking Nazi! Our community held its own and took out the trash. I am not going to shed any tears over a Nazi…. I am not sad that a fucking fascist died tonight…. Our community can hold its own without the police. We can take out the trash on our own.”60

In July, Portland’s mayor, who is also the city’s police commissioner, joined Black Lives Matter protesters in the streets, where he publicly pledged to support their demands to rein in the police: “We call 911 way too often for a police response, when often times what’s needed is an EMT [or] a health professional.”61 But the mayor’s effort to appease the mob failed to insulate him from the protesters’ ever-smoldering aggression and rage. On the night of August 31, which was Wheeler’s birthday, more than two hundred protesters marched on the condominium building where the mayor’s $840,000 residential unit was located, demanding his resignation. To the tune of the “Happy Birthday” song, they sang “Happy Tear Gas to You,”—a reference to the Portland Police Bureau’s use of irritant gases to disperse protesters. The mob also shattered windows in the building, set fires inside the lobby, looted nearby stores, and set furniture ablaze in the streets. Wheeler was so shaken by the experience that he announced that he would soon be moving to a new residence.62

Even under these humiliating circumstances, Wheeler tried to bargain for the good will of his tormenters. On September 10, after more than one hundred consecutive nights of violent protests had reduced his once-beautiful city to a disaster area, the mayor announced he was directing the Portland Police Bureau to stop using tear gas for crowd-control purposes. Such a measure, he said, would help him fulfill his “obligation to create change” and achieve “justice for black people and all people of color.”63

New York Chaos

In New York, as in Portland, the mayhem began in earnest on May 29, when more than five hundred protesters demonstrated around the 88th Police Precinct while others attempted to break into the 79th Precinct in Bedford-Stuyvesant, hurling bricks, bottles, and other projectiles at the police.64 The following day, thousands of people attended various protests around the city. By the end of the day, thirty-three police officers had been injured and forty-seven police vehicles had been damaged or destroyed.65 On June 1, The Gothamist described the effects of looting in Manhattan’s SoHo neighborhood, where the violence had been particularly pronounced:


Shattered glass, bare mannequins, and flaming dumpsters littered the streets of SoHo in the early morning hours on Monday, as another night of tumultuous protests against police violence ripped through New York City, giving way to widespread looting in one of the city’s wealthiest neighborhoods. Bloomingdales, Chanel, Gucci, Coach, Supreme, and Louis Vuitton were among the retailers picked clean by 3 A.M., their previously boarded-up windows cast aside on the sidewalk. Groups of young people sprinted through the streets carrying sneakers and luxury items, as an army of officers bashed the windows of vehicles believed to be hauling stolen merchandise.66



On June 2, The Gothamist ran a similar report describing “groups of looters” who had “surged through much of Manhattan, jumping into and out of smashed storefronts with duffle bags. The atmosphere on the ground was one of disbelief as teenagers found themselves able to fill their bags without opposition.” Meanwhile, nearly seven hundred looters and arsonists were arrested in the Bronx, where two police officers were struck and injured by automobiles in hit-and-run incidents.67

Between May 29 and June 9, an estimated 450 businesses in New York City were looted or damaged by rioters and arsonists.68 The costs of the property damages were estimated to be in the “tens of millions” of dollars.69 By the end of July, at least 303 police vehicles had been destroyed citywide.70 By the end of September more than 470 officers had been injured.71

One of the most remarkable facts about the riots in New York City is that so few of the violent perpetrators faced any consequences for their actions. This was because more than a year earlier, in March 2019, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, with the enthusiastic approval of New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio, had signed into law a criminal-justice reform measure that allowed most criminal suspects charged with misdemeanors and nonviolent felonies to walk free without having to post bail. Consequently, during the riots of 2020, most of those who participated in property destruction were immune from incarceration.72 As the New York Post explained, “Right now, anyone arrested for looting gets rapidly released, with no need to post bail to avoid jail until trial…. [The imposition of bail] requires that the use of a ‘dangerous instrument’ be part of the alleged crime. And the ruling from the state’s top court is clear: Someone has to be on the other side of the window when you throw a brick through it. If no one’s there, it’s not a weapon, and jail/bail is off the table.”73

Mayor de Blasio had long praised Black Lives Matter for awakening white Americans to the “implicit bias” that allegedly prevented them from understanding that “young men of color live in fear all of the time.”74 In June, following the example set by D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, de Blasio announced that the city would paint the words “Black Lives Matter” onto the pavement of Fifth Avenue directly in front of Trump Tower. “It’s an important message to the nation, and, obviously, we want the president to hear it because he has never shown respect for those three words,” the mayor said. In a photo op, de Blasio actually helped paint the words on the street, as did his wife and racial demagogue Al Sharpton.75

In a July 9 CNN interview, de Blasio said that because “this is a historic moment of change,” he would permit Black Lives Matter protesters to continue marching through the streets of the city while all other large events—traditional parades and festivals—would be cancelled at least through September because of the COVID-19 pandemic.76

Defund the Police

The anti-police rhetoric of political figures such as Mayors Bill de Blasio, Jenny Durkan, and Ted Wheeler helped fuel the climate of extreme hostility toward law-enforcement officers. Central to creating this toxic environment was Black Lives Matter’s call for “a national defunding of police” founded on the premise that “as long as we continue to pump money into our corrupt criminal justice system at the expense of housing, health, and education investments—we [blacks] will never be truly safe.”77 Black Lives Matter co-founder Patrisse Cullors explained that “it’s not possible for the entity of law enforcement to be a compassionate, caring governmental agency in black communities.”78

Democrat leaders across urban America jumped on board the “Defund the Police” bandwagon. On June 26, Minneapolis city council members voted unanimously to “dismantle” the Minneapolis Police Department and replace it with an alternative entity relying heavily on social workers and emergency medical technicians.79 In late June, New York’s Mayor de Blasio reported that his city council had decided to shift more than $1 billion in annual funding out of the New York Police Department.80 At least eleven more cities voted to defund their police departments to varying degrees. Police budgets were cut by $27 million in Portland, $150 million in Los Angeles, $150 million in Austin, $120 million in San Francisco, and $4 million in Seattle.81

Just hours after the Seattle City Council voted on its cuts, a dispirited police chief announced her resignation. Carmen Best was the first African-American police chief in Seattle’s history. The budget cut meant she would have to fire a hundred recently hired officers, about 40 percent of whom were non-white. “We have 800,000 calls for service every year,” she stated. “If you just lop off, even 100 officers, that’s going to be highly detrimental to a department that wasn’t staffed enough to deal with the calls we did have.”82


Crime Wave


The various “Defund the Police” initiatives sent a message to police officers across the United States that they were on their own, that the political leaders under whom they served did not have their backs, and that their careers, pensions, and lives were now in a precarious position. They responded by taking defensive measures, specifically by deciding to be less proactive in apprehending lawbreakers.83 The defunding coupled with police officers’ decisions to be less proactive led to sharply increased violent crime rates nationwide. On August 2, the Wall Street Journal reported that among the 50 largest cities in the United States, “homicides were up 24 percent” since the start of the year. “In all,” the Journal added, “36 of the 50 cities studied saw homicide rise at double-digit rates, representing all regions of the country.”84

Violence reached particularly disturbing levels in Chicago, which suffered through its bloodiest spring and summer in decades. On May 31, a Sunday, eighteen homicides were committed citywide, shattering Chicago’s previous one-day record of thirteen, which had been set twenty-nine years earlier. Over the course of that same weekend, Chicago police responded to at least seventy-three incidents in which ninety-two people were shot, including twenty-seven who died. “I don’t even know how to put it into context,” said Max Kapustin, the senior research director at the University of Chicago Crime Lab. “It’s beyond anything that we’ve ever seen before.”85 During the month of July, the number of shootings and murders in Chicago were 90 percent and 139 percent higher, respectively, than the corresponding figures for the same period in 2019, making it the city’s most violent month in twenty-eight years.86

Other cities, including New York, were turned into war zones too. In the first full month of post–George Floyd rallies and riots, the number of daylight shootings—a sign of brazen gang violence—more than tripled across the city.87 Between June 1 and June 30, there was a 130 percent increase in the number of shooting incidents, a 30 percent spike in murders, a 118 percent rise in burglaries, and a 51 percent increase in auto thefts.88 June was New York’s bloodiest month in a quarter of a century. The NYPD’s chief of department, Terence Monahan, blamed the trends largely on the fact that “the animosity towards police has been absolutely unbelievable.”89

Though a large percentage of the victims of these shootings were black, none were memorialized by Black Lives Matter because, in almost every instance, they were shot by other blacks. Their black lives, quite simply, were irrelevant to Black Lives Matter.

The violence from coast to coast continued at stratospheric levels throughout the rest of the year. In early February 2021, the National Commission on COVID-19 and Criminal Justice issued a report finding that homicide rates in 2020 had exceeded the corresponding 2019 levels in 29 of 34 cities that were studied, and that they had risen by an average of 30 percent in those 34 cities. The 30 percent figure represented the largest single-year percentage change on record and, according to the report, corresponded to an additional 1,268 homicides in the 34 cities (as compared to their 2019 homicide totals).90

Civilians were not the only ones to suffer from the heightened violence across America. Police were its targets as well. In just 114 days between May 25 (the date of George Floyd’s death) and September 16, two dozen officers nationwide were killed in the line of duty by gunfire or various other forms of assault.91

The virulent hate directed at law enforcement—coupled with the fact that numerous Democrat mayors were sympathetic to the attacks on police—caused widespread demoralization in police departments. In New York City, large numbers of officers decided that it was time to leave. Between May 25 and July 3, some 503 NYPD police officers filed for retirement—a 75 percent increase over the 287 who had filed for retirement during the same time period in 2019.92

Police in Washington, D.C., were similarly dispirited, as evidenced by a June press release in which the city’s Metropolitan Police Union reported that 71 percent of the members it had surveyed were considering leaving the department.93

In Minneapolis, where it all began, the Democrat city council voted unanimously on June 12 to approve a measure to disband the city’s police department and replace it with what a Forbes news report described as “a community-led public safety system.”94 On July 21, the New York Times reported that nearly two hundred officers in Minneapolis—roughly one-fifth of the city’s police force—had officially filed paperwork to leave their jobs, citing post-traumatic stress.95

An Anti-American Meme

One of the hallmarks of Black Lives Matter rioters that emerged clearly during the protests of 2020 was their uncompromising hatred for the country they lived in. In an August protest in Kenosha, chants of “Kill the Police” were accompanied by shouts of “Death to America!”96 On August 30, hundreds of protesters also chanted “Death to America” as they marched through the streets of Oakland, California, threw projectiles at police officers, lit fires, smashed windows, and vandalized buildings.97

July 4th is the nation’s holiday, celebrating its birth as a people dedicated to the proposition that all human beings are created equal and have a God-given, unalienable right to liberty. America inherited slavery from the British and abolished it within a little over one generation, at the cost of 350,000 mainly white Union lives—a fact that gets no recognition from Black Lives Matter partisans.

Colin Kaepernick, a former National Football League quarterback, is one of the most prominent supporters of the organization and its cause. Kaepernick was raised by white parents after his black father abandoned him and his white birth mother. On July 4, Kaepernick posted an online video showing images of the Ku Klux Klan, police brutality, slavery, and lynchings. Above the video he had written the following caption: “Black ppl have been dehumanized, brutalized, criminalized + terrorized by America for centuries, & are expected to join your commemoration of ‘independence,’ while you enslaved our ancestors. We reject your celebration of white supremacy & look forward to liberation for all.”98 Actually, America did not enslave Kaepernick’s ancestors. Black African slavers did that and sold them at auctions to British slavers who brought them to America. White Americans, within a short time historically speaking, freed Kaepernick’s ancestors.

Kaepernick’s historical illiteracy frames the whole Black Lives Matter narrative. It is useful to remind ourselves of the facts. As African American scholar Thomas Sowell explains,


[a] cliche that has come into vogue is that slavery is “America’s original sin.”… Today the moral horror of slavery is so widely condemned that it is hard to realize that there were thousands of years when slavery was practiced around the world by people of virtually every race.

Neither Africans, Asians, Polynesians, nor the indigenous peoples of the Western Hemisphere saw anything wrong with slavery, even after small segments of British and American societies began to condemn slavery as morally wrong in the 18th century.

What was special about America was not that it had slavery, which existed all over the world, but that Americans were among the very few peoples who began to question the morality of holding human beings in bondage. That was not yet a majority view among Americans in the 18th century, but it was not even a serious minority view in non-Western societies at that time.

Then how did slavery end? We know how it ended in the United States—at a cost of one life lost in the Civil War for every six slaves freed. But that is not how it ended elsewhere. What happened in the rest of the world was that all of Western civilization eventually turned against slavery in the 19th century. This meant the end of slavery in European empires around the world, usually over the bitter opposition of non-Western peoples. But the West happened to be militarily dominant at the time.99



During the run-up to the July 4th holiday, Black Lives Matter’s overt and unapologetic America-hatred came into even sharper focus when scores of statues and monuments in more than thirty different states and the District of Columbia were vandalized and toppled to the ground. The protesters claimed that the monuments were racist and offensive to nonwhite people. Some of the statues were taken down at the order of city officials who were intimidated by raucous protests and threats of violence into removing them from the public square.100

On June 1 in Montgomery, Alabama, a statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee was knocked off its base.101 That same day in Birmingham, a statue of Charles Linn, a city founder who served in the Confederate navy, was toppled to the ground.102 On June 10, a statue of Christopher Columbus was decapitated in Boston.103 The same day, another statue of Columbus was toppled at the state capitol in St. Paul, Minnesota.104 On June 13, a statue of Confederate President Jefferson Davis was removed from the rotunda of the capitol building in Frankfort, Kentucky, on the order of city authorities.105

The targets were by no means limited to Confederates and the discoverer of America. On June 18, a crowd of protesters in Portland set fire to the head of a statue of George Washington before pulling it to the ground with ropes. The statue was spray-painted with the messages “BLM,” “Genocidal Colonist,” “You’re on Native Lands,” “Big Floyd” (a reference to the late George Floyd), and “1619” (the year in which allegedly the first African slaves were brought to North America).106 Those Africans were actually indentured servants, like the majority of the Virginia labor force, which was mainly white.

On June 19, protesters in San Francisco toppled a statue of Francis Scott Key, author of “The Star-Spangled Banner.”107 On June 21, New York Mayor Bill de Blasio announced that the bronze statue of Theodore Roosevelt on horseback, flanked by a Native American and an African, would be removed from the position it had occupied near the entrance to the American Museum of Natural History for eighty years.108 Roosevelt had invited the former slave Booker T. Washington to dine with him and his family at the White House, in a milestone event in the struggle for equal rights.109

On June 22, Black Lives Matter leader Shaun King demanded that religious statues showing a light-skinned Jesus be toppled to the ground because they represented “a form of white supremacy.”110 On June 30, the Boston Art Commission voted to remove from the city’s Park Square a replica of Thomas Ball’s 1876 “Emancipation Memorial”—a statue depicting President Abraham Lincoln freeing a black slave.111 The original statue in Washington, D.C., had been donated by liberated black slaves.112 During the July 4th weekend, a Rochester, New York, statue of the famed abolitionist and former slave Frederick Douglass was ripped from its base and thrown into a gorge, an action that showed that the vandals were motivated by contempt for America rather than any concern for black lives or racial justice.113

Capturing the Culture

As the protests and riots gathered steam, a large number of celebrities in the fields of sports, entertainment, and the arts stepped forward to declare their support. Former baseball star Alex Rodriguez and actress Jennifer Lopez joined a rally in Los Angeles at which they carried homemade signs that read, “#EnoughIsEnough” and “Let’s Get Loud for Black Lives Matter.” On Instagram, Rodriguez lamented “the senseless way George Floyd was killed in Minneapolis and… the many brutal, unnecessary, ugly murders that came before him.” Other cultural luminaries to declare their solidarity with Black Lives Matter included Beyoncé, Jane Fonda, Madonna, Trevor Noah, Rihanna, Keke Palmer, Jamie Foxx, Adam Lambert, Gigi and Bella Hadid, Ariana Grande, Harry Styles, Blake Lively, Ryan Reynolds, and Drake.114

“Even though I will never know the pain and suffering [blacks] have endured, or what it feels like to try to survive in a world plagued by systemic racism,” said Kim Kardashian, speaking for many, “I know I can use my own voice to help amplify those voices that have been muffled for too long.”115

Five of the Black Lives Matter martyrs not only had thousands of people “say their names,” but were the subjects of flattering films: Eric Garner, Michael Brown, Freddie Gray, Breonna Taylor, and Sandra Bland.

The extent to which Black Lives Matter had gained the support of America’s popular culture was highlighted by the decision of Major League Baseball that its teams would be permitted to stencil “BLM” or “United for Change” on the back of the pitching mounds in each of their respective stadiums. Players would also have the option to wear either of those slogans on T-shirts, wristbands, or patches affixed to their uniforms.116

The National Basketball Association announced that it would paint, in huge letters, the words “Black Lives Matter” on all the courts used for upcoming games. Moreover, the league and its players’ union agreed on an array of “social justice messages” that the athletes could wear, instead of their names, on the backs of their jerseys. In addition to “Black Lives Matter,” the approved slogans included, “I Can’t Breathe,” “Say Their Names,” “Enough,” and “How Many More?” The messages included not-so-subtle suggestions that whites are racists: “See Us,” “Hear Us,” “Respect Us,” “Love Us,” “Anti-Racist,” and “Justice Now.” Some urged political activism: “Vote,” “Liberation,” and “Sí Se Puede” (Spanish for “Yes We Can,” a slogan with a long history as a rallying cry for Latino leftists).117

The National Football League embraced the Black Lives Matter agenda as well. In a June 2020 statement, NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said that “the protests around the country are emblematic of the centuries of silence, inequality, and oppression of Black players, coaches, fans, and staff.” The following month, the NFL announced that the song “Lift Every Voice and Sing”—often described as the black national anthem—would be played prior to “The Star-Spangled Banner” before every opening-week game of its upcoming season. The end zones on the field would bear the words “End Racism” and “It Takes All of Us.” Players would be permitted, for the first time ever, to place on their helmets political and “social justice” messages—including the names or initials of alleged black victims of racist violence.118

It was estimated that during the first six weeks following George Floyd’s death between 15 and 26 million people participated in the various demonstrations from coast to coast, prompting the New York Times to run this headline on July 3, 2020: “Black Lives Matter May Be the Largest Movement in U.S. History.”119
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