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INTRODUCTION

We like to think that America is the epitome of normal. An entire nation of blue jeans, family-friendly minivans, and weekend barbecues. Sure we may indulge in the occasional deep-fried stick of butter, but for the most part nothing strange or out of the ordinary ever happens in the good ol’ U.S. of A. But deep down we all know this couldn’t be further from the truth.

In reality, America may very well be the weirdest place on earth. Which is pretty impressive, considering the competition from places like North Korea, Outer Mongolia, and France.

Through countless hours of research, I managed to uncover everything from a museum in Maryland devoted entirely to feminine hygiene products to a six-foot-tall man eating chicken in New York City (the hyphen placement is important there). And that was just the tip of the iceberg.

No matter where you are in this country, you are just a few miles from a plethora of oddities. You can indulge in jellied moose nose in Alaska or munch on deep-fried bull testicles in Colorado. You can visit haunted lighthouses, cemeteries, cruise ships, and space shuttle launch pads from coast to coast. If you should happen to find yourself in Alliance, Nebraska, there’s even a scale replica of Stonehenge built out of classic American cars.

It’s easy to write off these quirky tourist traps and strange delicacies as indulgences only fit for the weirdest of the weird of our countrymen, but you really are missing out on a lot if you don’t give them a chance. Thankfully you don’t need to crisscross the continent to experience all the strangeness this country has to offer. With this book you can do it all from the comfort of your couch (or, more likely, your toilet).

So dive right in and embrace the wonderful world of the weird. Just don’t blame me if, when you’ve turned the last page, you’re too terrified to leave your house.






CHAPTER 1

 Got a Permit for That Flamethrower?
 Obscure American Laws to Embrace


For the land of the free, we certainly spend a lot of time telling our citizens what they can and can’t do. We are all aware of the important laws—don’t drive too fast, resist the urge to strangle your neighbor—but what does the law say about hunting buffalo with a machine gun while driving down a California highway?

Some of the laws in this chapter may seem strange, obscure, or downright ridiculous, but keep in mind: There are no unnecessary laws. At some point, somewhere, somebody did something stupid enough that a new law needed to be written to determine his fate.

Due to an amendment to the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) passed in 1965 that added “sexual deviation” as a medical ground for denying prospective immigrants entry into the United States, scores of open homosexuals were denied entry into the country. This practice continued until the U.S. Congress passed the Immigration Act of 1990, which withdrew the phrase “sexual deviation” from the INA. ‘Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free… But please leave your gay uncle at home.’
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›Tracy J. Davis, “Opening the Doors of Immigration: Sexual Orientation and Asylum in the United States,” American University Washington College of Law, www.wcl.american.edu.



Due to a number of hepatitis cases linked to tattoo parlors in New York in 1961, the city placed a ban on tatooing that would not be lifted until thirty-six years later in 1997. ‘What am I supposed to do? Just tell my mom I love her?’


›Randy Kennedy, “Cappuccino with Your Tattoo? Try That on a Sailor,” The New York Times, July 27, 1997, www.nytimes.com.



Most American children reach adulthood at the age of eighteen, but kids in Nebraska have to wait a little longer. The state doesn’t recognize the age of majority for residents until they reach nineteen.

A word of advice for Nebraskan children: Stay a kid as long as humanly possible.


›Nancy Hicks, “Age of Majority in Nebraska Could Change for Some Purposes,” Lincoln Journal Star, January 20, 2010, www.journalstar.com.



Thirsty Pennsylvanians may not purchase more than two packages of beer at the same time, unless they do so from a designated beer distributor. And now we know where Captain Buzz Killington calls home.


›“Pennsylvania,” Dumblaws.com, www.dumblaws.com.



Residents of Waco, Texas, are forbidden from eating bananas and tossing the peels into the street. Lawmakers feared horses could slip on the peels and injure themselves. Anyone who has ever played Mario Kart knows you can tap B to prevent a slide out.


›Sheryl Lindsell-Roberts, K. R. Hobbie, Ted LeValliant, and Marcel Theroux, Wacky Laws, Weird Decisions & Strange Statutes (Main Street, 2004), 10.




Drug dealers in Tennessee are required to submit tax forms to account for their illicit wares. Anonymously, of course. Are crack pipes deductible?



›“Unauthorized Substances Tax,” Tennessee Government, www.tn.gov.



The California Board of Equalization once ruled that bartenders in the state could not be held responsible for misjudging the age of midgets. Aren’t children just midgets without IDs?


›Bruce Felton, Mark Fowler, The Best, Worst, & Most Unusual: Noteworthy Achievements, Events, Feats & Blunders of Every Conceivable Kind (Galahad, 2004), 286.



To deal with the overwhelming homeless population in New York City, the city will pay for a one-way ticket to anywhere in the world if the individual can verify that a relative will be there to take them in. The program costs the city $500,000 a year. As an alternative solution, I offered to walk the streets and yell, “Get a job” at every bum I saw. I would only charge $50,000 a year for this service. The city disrespectfully declined.


›Julie Bosman, “City Aids Homeless with One-Way Tickets Home, The New York Times, July 28, 2009, www.nytimes.com.




In 1874, Albert Packer became the first man in the United States to be convicted of cannibalism. Well, at least he wasn’t wasteful.



›Varla Ventura, Book of the Bizarre: Freaky Facts and Strange Stories (Red Wheel, 2008).



An individual who has participated in a duel is ineligible for governorship in Pennsylvania. Based on what I know of the state, I’m surprised the opposite isn’t the case.


›“United States Weird Laws,” LawGuru, www.lawguru.com.



Facing a debt crisis in 2011, Topeka, Kansas, took a controversial approach to saving money. The city repealed its domestic violence laws so citizens wouldn’t have to pay for the trials.

Beats having a bake sale …


›Colleen Curry, “Topeka Repeals Domestic Violence Law,” ABC News, October 12, 2011, www.abcnews.go.com.



Oregon and Louisiana do not require a unanimous guilty verdict to convict a defendant of a crime. Because hung juries are for suckers.


›“Jury Voting Requirements to Return a Verdict,” Lawyers.com, www.lawyers.com.



California sheepherders are exempt from the state’s hourly minimum wage laws. Instead, they must be compensated monthly at a rate no less than $1,422.52 per month. Because it’s hard to convince sheep to take care of themselves from 5:01 p.m. until 8:59 a.m.


›“Minimum Wage,” California Department of Industrial Relations, www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/faq_minimumwage.htm.




While it is illegal for convicted felons to vote in many states, there is no law barring them from running for presidential office. Being a criminal is almost a prerequisite for the presidency.




›Patt Morrison, “Felons Make Lineup for State’s Presidential Primary,” Los Angeles Times, January 5, 2004, www.latimes.com.



Despite popular opinion, Title 14, Section 1211 of the Code of Federal Regulations did not make it illegal for Americans to have contact with extraterrestrials or their vehicles. Instead, the law was enacted just before the Apollo 11 mission to make it legal for the government to quarantine the astronauts should they become contaminated with an alien virus during the walk on the moon. Bonus Fact: The law was repealed in 1991.


›“E.T. Make Bail,” Snopes, www.snopes.com.



Although women were not granted the right to vote until 1920, state laws in New Jersey allowed women to vote as early as 1776, a right they frequently exercised until 1807 when the state restricted voting to white men. Close call. Nearly ruined the “armpit of the nation” reputation.


›“Stories From the Revolution,” National Park Service, www.nps.gov.



In November 2011, Michigan passed anti-bullying legislation that contained a controversial clause exempting disparaging remarks based on “sincerely held religious beliefs or moral conviction.” The bill passed, but the clause was later removed. But officer, it says “Johnny has bitch tits” right here in Matthew 4:7.


›Marilisa Kinney Sachteleben, “Michigan House Removes ‘Religion Clause’ from Anti-Bullying Legislation,” Yahoo! News, November 12, 2011, www.news.yahoo.com.
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In 1998, the city of Wilson, North Carolina, outlawed the keeping of upholstered furniture on front porches, on the basis that the practice was unsightly and tacky. Confederate flags are cool though.


›Rick Bragg, “Comfort vs. Style in Town Clash on Porches,” The New York Times, January 2, 1998, www.nytimes.com.



In the city of Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, a police officer who suspects the occupants of a vehicle are having sex must honk or flash his or her lights and wait for a period of three minutes before approaching the car. Creepily eating popcorn during those three minutes is optional.


›“Idaho,” Dumblaws.com, www.dumblaws.com.



It is illegal to sell human breast milk for the purposes of consumption in the state of California. Don’t worry; you can still give it to friends as a gift.


›“Health and Safety Code Section 1647–1648,” Official California Legislative Information, www.leginfo.ca.gov.



Despite a California law requiring new car owners to obtain license plates within six months, Apple CEO Steve Jobs managed to drive around for years without them. His secret? He simply swapped his current car for a new one every six months. Don’t hate the player, hate the game.


›Alex Heath, “Why Steve Jobs’ Mercedes Never Had a License Plate,” Cult of Mac, October 26, 2011, www.cultofmac.com.




It is illegal in certain areas of Maine to step out of a plane while it is in the air. Fairly difficult to enforce once they’re out though.



›Sheryl Lindsell-Roberts, K. R. Hobbie, Ted LeValliant, and Marcel Theroux, Wacky Laws, Weird Decisions & Strange Statutes (Main Street, 2004), 8.



After noticing an increasing number of students embracing in the hallways, school officials in Hillsdale, New Jersey, imposed a “three-second hugging” rule in 2009. According to them, they worried the constant displays of affection could clog hallways. Finally, a worthy sequel to Footloose?


›Sarah Kershaw, “For Teenagers, Hello Means ‘How About a Hug?’” The New York Times, May 27, 2009, www.nytimes.com.



Peyote is considered an illegal substance in all fifty states. However, Native Americans are permitted to use it during religious ceremonies. For the small price of a few centuries of oppression, you too can legally get high on peyote.


›42 U.S.C. § 1996a. “Traditional Indian Religious Use of Peyote,” Cornell University Law School, www.law.cornell.edu.




Only ten states in the United States have laws banning the ownership and use of a flamethrower. God, I love this country.




›Robert Evans, “7 Items You Won’t Believe Are Actually Legal,” Cracked, February 2, 2009, www.cracked.com.



The penalty for eating nuts on a public bus in Charleston, South Carolina, can be as much as $500 and sixty days in jail. Hear, hear! If you want to eat nuts, get your own goddamned bus.


›Sheryl Lindsell-Roberts, K. R. Hobbie, Ted LeValliant, and Marcel Theroux, Wacky Laws, Weird Decisions & Strange Statutes (Main Street, 2004), 13.




Until 2009, there was no law in Rhode Island preventing minors from dancing at strip clubs. Giggity.



›Amanda Milkovits, “Minors in R.I. Can Be Strippers,” The Providence Journal, July 21, 2009, www.projo.com.



The Expatriation Act of 1907 declared that any American woman who married a foreign national thereby forfeited her citizenship. His accent doesn’t seem so sexy now, does it?


›“Landmarks in Immigration History,” Digital History, www.digitalhistory.uh.edu.



Hawaii is the only state that does not permit the sport of falconry. How can they prove you are falconing? Perhaps an eagle just happened to land on your wrist and put a hood over its own head.


›“Getting Started,” American Falconry, www.americanfalconry.com.



In Kentucky, it is illegal to carry a concealed weapon that is more than six feet long. How you might go about concealing it is anybody’s guess.
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›Jan Payne, The World’s Best Book: The Spookiest, Smelliest, Wildest, Oldest, Weirdest, Brainiest, and Funniest Facts (Running Press Kids, 2009).



The record for fastest confirmed speeding ticket belongs to Samuel Armstrong Tilley of Stillwater, Minnesota. While riding a Honda 1000 motorcycle, Tilley rocketed to 205 mph before police promptly pulled him over. Human stupidity will always transcend limits.


›“Minnesota Trooper Writes 205 mph Speeding Ticket,” USA Today, September 21, 2004, www.usatoday.com.




Bearing an “obscene and indecent tattoo’ can bar you from admission to the U.S. Navy. I Mom is only offensive if you really mean it.



›Noel Botham, The Mega Book of Useless Information (John Blake, 2009), 261.



In the state of California, it is illegal to be in possession of “broad-tipped indelible markers” (read: permanent markers) in public. The law is in place to curb graffiti and other acts of vandalism. Humming is permitted, but only if you do so softly on the third Tuesday of each month.


›Cezary Jan Strusiewicz, “6 Laws You’ve Broken Without Even Realizing It,” Cracked, September 26, 2011, www.cracked.com.




Due to the efforts of the Committee to End Pay Toilets in America, Chicago banned pay toilets in 1974. I owe the committee so much.



›Bruce Felton, Mark Fowler, The Best, Worst, & Most Unusual: Noteworthy Achievements, Events, Feats & Blunders of Every Conceivable Kind (Galahad, 2004), 262.



The first drug law in America was enacted in San Francisco to prohibit the use of opium in Chinese opium dens. The drug was perfectly legal everywhere else in the city. I was unaware the danger of drugs was location based.


›Jill Harness, “Little Known Facts About American History,” Neatorama, February 25, 2010, www.neatorama.com.



When he realized how few of his fellow legislators took the time to thoroughly read proposed bills, Texas Representative Tom Moore Jr. introduced a bill honoring Albert DeSalvo (a.k.a. The Boston Strangler) for his work in population control. The resolution passed unanimously. I’m not sure which possibility is scarier: That they didn’t read it, or that they read it and agreed wholeheartedly.


›Leland Gregory, Stupid History: Tales of Stupidity, Strangeness, and Mythconceptions Throughout the Ages (Andrews McMeel, 2007), 27.



It is illegal to cut off a chicken’s head in Columbus, Georgia. But only on Sundays. If a zombie chicken is terrorizing your family, you don’t have time to check the day.


›“Stupid Laws In Georgia,” Stupidlaws.com, www.stupidlaws.com.



Children working in the entertainment industry are exempt from many child labor laws. Some states will issue work papers to an infant as young as fifteen days old. If kids don’t want to work, they shouldn’t eat so much.


›Dane Sherwood, Sandy Wood, and Kara Kovalchik, The Pocket Idiot’s Guide to Not So Useless Facts (Penguin Group, 2006).



In Los Angeles, California, it is illegal to poke a turkey for sale in a meat market in order to determine its degree of tenderness. If they know a better way, I’d love to hear it.


›Sheryl Lindsell-Roberts, K. R. Hobbie, Ted LeValliant, and Marcel Theroux, Wacky Laws, Weird Decisions & Strange Statutes (Main Street, 2004), 27.



There are currently no federal laws requiring state-run detention facilities to report the death of an inmate. If you can’t trust corrupt prison guards, who can you trust?


›Hannah Levintova, “Tracking Prison Deaths Is Tougher Than You’d Think,” Mother Jones, August 9, 2011, www.motherjones.com.



In 1979, pieces of NASA’s Skylab space station landed in Australia. The United States was fined $400 for littering but never paid. If you want the money, you’ll have to come off your island and get it, Kangaroo Jack.


›“The Discovernator,” Discovery Channel, www.news.discovery.com.



Although almost universally ignored by the general population, the Metric Conversion Act of 1975 declared the metric system the preferred method for measurements in this country. If you measure in meters, the communists win.


›Sophia Dembling, “Losing the Battle By Inches,” Chicago Tribune, October 15, 2006, www.chicagotribune.com.




Residents of Maine who live in log cabins are exempt from property tax. In related news, woodpeckers are astonishingly difficult to kill.



›Erin Barrett and Jack Mingo, Random Kinds Of Factness: 1001 (or So) Absolutely True Tidbits About (Mostly) Everything (Conari Press, 2005), 3.



When Montana instituted daytime speed limits on its interstate highways, the number of fatal car accidents increased by 111 percent. Irony is a dish best served at 110 mph while text messaging and shaving.


›Chad Dornsife, “Montana: No Speed Limit Safety Paradox,” National Motorists Association, May 10, 2011, www.motorists.org.



It is against the law in Minnesota to hang both male and female underwear from the same drying line. Is it still considered female underwear if I’m the one who wears it?


›Pustak Mahal, 501 Astonishing Facts (Pustak Mahal, January 30, 2010).




Sunshine is lawfully guaranteed to the citizens of California. It is impossible to describe how obnoxious this is.



›Noel Botham, The Mega Book of Useless Information (John Blake, 2009), 245.



Individuals who pump their own gas in New Jersey face a fine of up to $250 for a first offense and $500 for subsequent offenses. Just think of the gas station attendant as your temporary servant.


›Cathy Pelekakis, “New Jersey Gasoline Laws,” eHow, December 1, 2010, www.ehow.com.
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Residents of Virginia are legally permitted to consume alcohol the day before their twenty-first birthday. Just wait the extra day. Your liver will appreciate it.


›Frequently Asked Questions, Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, www.abc.virginia.gov.



Living people cannot appear on postage stamps. It discourages mail-in campaigns, but encourages suicides.



›Noel Botham, The Mega Book of Useless Information (John Blake, 2009), 261.




It is unlawful in the state of Ohio to arrest someone for a misdemeanor offense on the Fourth of July. Keep in mind that they can still taze the hell out of you.




›Tim O’Brian, “Let Freedom (and Strange July 4th Facts) Ring! Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Chronicles Independence Day Oddities, Such as When the Liberty Bell ‘Really’ Rang For the First Time!,” Ripley’s Newsroom, June 13, 2011, www.ripleysnewsroom.com.



Liquor stores in Louisiana may not sell milk. Keeps out the milk junkies.



›“United States Weird Laws,” LawGuru, www.lawguru.com.



Between 2006 and 2007, nearly 250,000 students were subjected to corporal punishment in public schools.To be fair, most of them were asking for it.


›M. J. Stephey, “Corporal Punishment in U.S. Schools,” Time, August 12, 2009, www.time.com.



Although a husband or wife cannot be forced to bear witness against their spouse, there is no such law to protect siblings. As such, it is possible that one conjoined twin could be called upon to provide testimony against the other. Kind of tough to plead ignorance there.


›Daniel Engber, “If a Siamese Twin Commits Murder, Does His Brother Get Punished, Too?’, Slate, January 5, 2010, www.slate.com.



Prisons in Wisconsin may not serve artificial butter to inmates. Life behind bars is bad enough without margarine.



›“United States Weird Laws,” LawGuru, www.lawguru.com.



To circumvent laws banning the sale of ice cream on Sundays, ice cream vendors in Ohio put fruit on top to disguise the frozen treat below, giving rise to the ice cream sundae. Necessity is the mother of deliciousness.


›“53 Crazy Laws,” Random History, www.facts.randomhistory.com/.



Until 2005, the United States banned the importation of Sichuan peppers—a small pod casing that causes numbness in the mouth—into the country. Normally I frown on government intervention when it comes to my stomach, but I appreciate their attempt to save me from myself.


›Florence Fabricant, “Sichuan’s Signature Is Now Legal Again,” The New York Times, July 27, 2005, www.nytimes.com.



According to the United States government, the flag represents a living country and is itself considered a living thing. So yes, if you start sewing one and give up halfway through, that is an abortion.


›4 U.S.C. § 8 “Respect for Flag,” Cornell University Law School, www.law.cornell.edu.



The only time it is permissible to fly the American flag upside down is when you are doing so to indicate you are in a state of distress. Or when you really want to get beaten up by patriotic rednecks.


›Steve Berges, Founding Fathers Fun Facts: And Other U.S. Trivia (American Liberty Press, 2010), 31.




Corporal punishment is legal in schools in twenty U.S. states. And there’s a paddling in it for anyone who objects.



›M. J. Stephey, “Corporal Punishment in U.S. Schools,” Time, August 12, 2009, www.time.com.



Before Prohibition, New York City sported 15,000 legal saloons. Before the end of Prohibition, there were more than 30,000 illegal ones. Always bet on vice.


›Ian Lendler, Alcoholica Esoterica: A Collection of Useful and Useless Information As It Relates to the History and Consumption of All Manner of Booze (Penguin, 2005). 229.



In Willowdale, Oregon, it is illegal for men to talk dirty to their wives during intercourse. Or after.



›“Top 10 WTF? US Sex Laws,” College Times, www.collegetimes.us.



It is illegal to mail pornography, pork products, or any artifacts deemed objectionable to the Islamic faith to members of the U.S. military operating oversees. Seems like there’s an opening for a bacon smuggling ring if you are up to the challenge.


›“APO/FPO/DPO Guidelines & Restrictions,” United States Postal Service, www.usps.com.




Only thirty-two U.S. states have laws prohibiting sex with animals. Land of the free indeed.




›Jennifer Sullivan, “Enumclaw-Area Animal-Sex Case Investigated,” The Seattle Times, July 15, 2005, www.seattletimes.com.



Although rarely invoked, a Frankenstein veto occurs when a governor vetoes certain words in a bill to create a new bill not previously passed by legislators. For example, Wisconsin governor Jim Doyle once condensed a 272-word passage into a twenty-word sentence that took $427 million from the transportation budget and gave it to public schools. So Congress, please never, ever, include the words “unlimited,” “monkey,” and “butlers” in a single bill.


›Monica Davey, “Wisconsin Voters Excise Editing From Governor’s Veto Powers,” The New York Times, April 3, 2008, www.nytimes.com.




It is illegal in Zion, Illinois, to give a lit cigar to a pet. Otherwise they’d never learn to do it themselves.



›Sheila De La Rosa, The Encyclopedia of Weird (Torkids, 2005), 91.



It is strictly forbidden for business owners or individuals in the state of Kentucky to sell, purchase, own, or trade a duck that has been dyed blue. So if you want to see a blue duck, you’ll just have to draw your own.


›“Blue Ducks—A Kentucky Law,” Stupid Laws & Dumb State Laws, www.lawsome.net.




It is illegal to plough a field in North Carolina with an elephant. Or a fat person wearing an elephant costume.



›Noel Botham, The World’s Greatest Book of Useless Information (John Blake, 2005), 202.



Those caught throwing snowballs in Provo, Utah, can be subject to a fine of $50. Remember, kids, it’s not technically a snowball if there’s a rock in the middle.


›“Utah,” Dumblaws.com, www.dumblaws.com.




Pedestrians in Alaska may not intentionally avoid stepping on the cracks while walking on paved sidewalks. Sorry, Mom.



›“Stupid Laws In Alaska,” Stupidlaws.com, www.stupidlaws.com.



Unless the target is a whale, in California it is illegal to shoot any animal from a moving vehicle. Sweet. My bazooka enthusiasts’ whale-hunting excursion is still a green light.


›“United States Weird Laws,” LawGuru, www.lawguru.com.



[image: JPG]


In Mississippi, it is illegal to teach someone else about the concept of polygamy. That’s something we each must discover for ourselves.



›“Mississippi,” Dumblaws.com, www.dumblaws.com.



Before Jimmy Carter signed H.R. 1337 in 1978, it was illegal to brew your own beer at home. The government should never limit the ways I can (and do) abuse my own body.


›“History of Homebrewing,” American Homebrewers Association, www.homebrewersassociation.org.



Technically, Photoshopping a picture of a child’s head onto the body of a pornographic film star could be considered child pornography in the United States. The reverse isn’t illegal, just creepy.


›18 U.S.C. § 2256. “Definitions for Chapter,” Cornell University Law School, www.law.cornell.edu.




In Nevada, the lead vehicle of a funeral procession is permitted to run red lights. The passenger is already dead anyway.



›“Right-Of-Way of Funeral Processions,” Connecticut General Assembly, March 12, 2004, www.cga.ct.gov.



New Jersey residents who have been convicted of driving while intoxicated are no longer eligible to apply for personalized license plates. They can pry my Jovi4eva plate from my cold dead hands.


›“New Jersey,” Dumblaws.com, www.dumblaws.com.




Residents of Kentucky must bathe at least once a year. They can make you bathe, but they can’t make you use soap.



›Ian Harrison, Take Me to Your Leader (Dorling Kindersley Ltd., 2007), 135.
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While exiting the theater after his performance in The Passion in 1879, actor James O’Neil was arrested by San Francisco police for impersonating Jesus, a violation of city ordinances at the time. Remember, it’s not an impersonation if you believe it’s real.


›Greg Williamson, “Jesus Arrested! San Francisco, April 17, 1879,” Found San Francisco, www.foundsf.org.



In Texas, it is illegal to shoot buffalo from the second floor of a hotel. This is literally the only law in Texas.



›“Stupid Laws In Texas,” Stupidlaws.com, www.stupidlaws.com.



During prohibition, there were several loopholes that allowed thirsty Americans to obtain alcohol legally. For example, doctors were permitted to fill one hundred prescriptions for medicinal whiskey every three months. Finally, proof that booze is good for me.


›Ian Lendler, Alcoholica Esoterica: A Collection of Useful and Useless Information As It Relates to the History and Consumption of All Manner of Booze (Penguin, 2005), 227.



After a thirteen-year-old boy was stabbed with a comb in Alabama, the state officially made it illegal to walk around with a comb concealed in one’s pocket. This is why we can’t have nice things.


›Ian Harrison, Take Me to Your Leader (Dorling Kindersley Ltd., 2007), 135.



As of 2011, there were nineteen states in the United States that allowed first cousins to marry. At the same time, only five states allowed members of the same sex to marry. Yet my pet turtle and I must hide our love in shame. Disgusting.


›“Cousin Marriage vs. Gay Marriage,” The Advocate, June 1, 2011, www.advocate.com.




Treason is the only crime mentioned by name in the Constitution. Treason is a horrible crime that should be punishable by death. Except for that one time against the British.




›Erin Barrett and Jack Mingo, Random Kinds Of Factness: 1001 (or So) Absolutely True Tidbits About (Mostly) Everything (Conari Press, 2005), 6.



In the 1840s, lawmakers in Connecticut banned nine-pin bowling due to excessive gambling on the sport. To circumvent the law, players simply added a tenth pin, an element that is now a mainstay of the game. Too bad that strategy rarely works: Possessing an ounce of pot is illegal you say? Well I’ve got ten ounces. Now what, suckers?


›Arkady Leokum and K. R. Hobbie, The Little Giant Book of Weird & Wacky Facts (Sterling Publishing Company, 2005), 177.




The city of Urbana, Illinois, explicitly forbids monsters from entering the corporate limits. Too late.



›Noel Botham, The Mega Book of Useless Information (John Blake, 2009), 246.



In 2011 San Francisco proposed legislation that would make it illegal to sit down on a public bench or other form of public seating while naked without first laying down a towel or other protective barrier. The only current restriction for nudity in the city is that the individual must not be aroused. Unless it’s a magic towel that lets me unsee the nudist, I don’t see the point.


›Rachel Gordon, “Dear Nudists: Please Cover Up, the Seat at Least,” San Francisco Chronicle, September, 7, 2011, www.sfgate.com.



In Kentucky, you may not marry the same person more than three times. Unless of course they promise they’ve really changed this time.


›“53 Crazy Laws,” Random History, www.facts.randomhistory.com.



Fisherman in Wyoming are prohibited from using firearms as a means of catching fish. Unless the fish are also armed, to give them a sporting chance.


›“Stupid Laws In Wyoming,” Stupidlaws.com, www.stupidlaws.com.




Adults in Indiana may not consume beer in the presence of children. Unless they are willing to share.



›Sheryl Lindsell-Roberts, K. R. Hobbie, Ted LeValliant, and Marcel Theroux, Wacky Laws, Weird Decisions & Strange Statutes (Main Street, 2004), 25.
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In 1838 Missouri Governor Lilburn Boggs issued Executive Order 44, an edict that called for the immediate eviction of any and all Mormons in the state. The order was not officially rescinded until 1976. “Unsolicited relocation” sounds way better than “eviction.’


›R. Scott Lloyd, “Former Missouri Governor Honored for Rescinding Mormon ‘Extermination Order,” Deserert News, May 31, 2010, www.deseretnews.com.



In 1919, Nebraska enacted a law that made it illegal to teach any subject in a language other than English. The law was deemed unconstitutional and repealed several years later. We don’t take kindly to foreigners in our country we in no way stole from the natives.


›Austine Cline, “Decision: Meyer v. Nebraska (1923),” About.com, www.about.com.



Adultery is punishable with a $10 fine in Maryland. Worth it.



›Tim Murphy, “Map: Is Adultery Illegal,” Mother Jones, November 29, 2011, www.motherjones.com.



In 2011, California Governor Jerry Brown passed a bill that made it mandatory for public schools to include the contributions of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender individuals in their social studies curriculum. Yet somehow the universe has yet to unravel.


›Judy Lin, “California Gay History Law: Jerry Brown Signs Landmark Bill,” The Huffington Post, July 14, 2011, www.huffingtonpost.com.



It is illegal to buy or sell a Medal of Honor. Although you can still win it in that claw arcade game.



›“Civil War Ames Sword & Scabbard,” Antiques Roadshow, www.pbs.org.
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First cousins may marry in Utah, but only if both parties are more than sixty-five years old. They mean individually, not combined. Trust me, I tried.


›“53 Crazy Laws,” Random History, www.facts.randomhistory.com.








CHAPTER 2

 From Michael Jackson’s Pet Chimp to New Mexico’s Lesbian Lizards
 Animal Oddities to Astound


Australia may have the grotesque lovechild of a duck and a beaver known as the platypus, but America is no slouch when it comes to strange wildlife. If you want to see a mole with a starfish where its face should be, or a worm that literally melts when you remove it from its icy home, you need look no further than next door.

Over the course of thirty years, Professor Con Slobodchikoff of Northern Arizona University discovered that prairie dogs have developed an intricate language to warn one another against predators. Through various calls, they can differentiate between a coyote and a domestic dog as well as describe individual humans based on the color of their clothing.

‘Hey guys, here comes the sad human with the red tape recorder and no friends again.’
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