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  Preface

  We educators know that what makes the difference in the learning journey of the children in our classrooms is quality teaching. We also know from the research what quality teaching looks and sounds like. Quality educators go where the research on the pedagogy of “best practices” leads them.

  Through a meta-analysis of studies on instructional strategies, Marzano, Pickering, and Pollock (2001) have identified nine families of strategies that significantly increase student achievement. The results of this meta-analysis point educators to a proven pedagogy with teacher-tested, tried-and-true techniques that work to increase student achievement through cognitive and cooperative efforts.

  Framework for Quality

  Nine Best Practices That Make the Difference presents research-based instructional ideas that encompass an essential repertoire for beginning and developing teachers as they become skilled professionals. The skills are organized in a “framework for quality” that includes observable skills in four instructional areas: Creating an Environment for Learning, Teaching the Standards of Learning, Structuring Interactions with Learning, and Reflecting about the Learning.

  If caring professionals know what works and what makes the difference in the learning journey of every child, they must not only examine but also embrace these ideas in their K-12 classrooms. If, in fact, these best practices are the proven practice of effective instruction, they do, indeed, provide a rich yet manageable mandate for the teaching and learning processes.

  Best Practices That Make the Difference

  The strategies in the nine families are not unknowns to most teachers. Readers might want to check off in Figure Preface.1 those they have used in the past. The rest of the book examines each family in more detail.
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  Figure Preface. 1.
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  Dedication

  To Michael Henry Pete, new teacher extraordinaire


  About This Nutshell Book

  All Nutshell books, including this one, are designed with the teacher in mind. Nutshell books are meant to be an informal conversation between authors and teachers that briefly visits, or revisits, ideas about teaching and learning. They are intended to spark teachers’ thinking as they question the ideas presented with their usual pragmatic query, “How can I use this tomorrow?” The ideas are presented in a user-friendly way that translates educational theory into sound classroom practices.

  In this book, each family of strategies begins with a list of its strategies and a visual family icon. These two elements set the stage for the discussion of individual strategies. Although there are nine families of best practices framed by the research, there are actually 20 strategies discussed in detail. Each of the 20 strategies is addressed using three elements: A Story to Tell, Things You Need to Know, and A Tiny Transfer to Try.

  Each strategy is introduced by title and is accompanied by the family icon. Then, in the first section, A Story to Tell, a story illustrates the essence of the strategy in folksy, everyday language. Telling a story for each strategy is motivated by this short proverb:

  Tell me a fact and I’ll learn.

  Tell me the truth and I’ll believe.

  But, tell me a story and it will

  live in my heart forever.

  In addition, along the margin of the story, we give a list of synonyms for the strategy to help readers pinpoint the concept.

  In the second section, Things You Need to Know, two questions—What’s It All About? and Why Bother?—help unpack the strategy by defining and describing it, presenting a few examples, and discussing its implications for the K-12 classroom.

  Finally, in the third section, A Tiny Transfer to Try, teachers find a practical application that they may use immediately in their classrooms. The Tiny Transfer is meant to solidify the concept and prime a teacher’s pump by showing a way to start implementing what has been learned.

  We hope these ideas are just the beginning of the conversation. The real discussion continues as knowing teachers move along this practical path of professional investigation. Enjoy!


  Family of Strategies: Finding Similarities and Differences (1SD)
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        Comparing and Contrasting

        Classifying

        Metaphors

        Analogies
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  A Story to Tell

  “The Mustang has the ‘five on the floor’ gear box that I want. It’s in my price range, and they have it on the lot. On the other hand, the Firebird has the leather interior, the larger trunk space, and I love the color.”

  “Do I tell the truth, which is gonna get me in big trouble, or do I avoid the conversation and delay the inevitable?”

  
    Synonyms–Comparing and Contrasting

    similar and different

    alike and different

    ying and yang

    matching and not matching

    same and different

    aligned and not aligned

  

  Life is full of decisions—big and little ones. These decisions require careful consideration that often involves comparing and contrasting various elements. Finding similarities and differences is a skill that can be practiced and learned.

  Things You Need to Know

  What’s It All About?

  Comparing and contrasting is an analysis skill of finding similarities and differences. You compare the attributes that are alike, but contrast the ones that are different. Comparing and contrasting is like shopping: both require careful consideration, both involve looking at similarities and differences, and both often result in a final judgment.

  
    Comparing and contrasting is like shopping.

  

  To analyze by comparing and contrasting is to find how things are the same or different. When comparing and contrasting, two patterns often emerge: the ab-ab pattern and the aaa-bbb pattern.

  In comparing and contrasting the two characters of the boy and the man in the novel The Old Man and the Sea, the ab-ab pattern calls for comments about one character, followed immediately by parallel comments about the other character. For example, “The boy cared deeply about his old friend. The old man cared as deeply about his young friend.” Using the aaa-bbb pattern, there might be a full paragraph about the characteristics of the boy, followed by another paragraph about the various attributes of the old man. For example,

  “The boy admires the old man’s knowledge of the sea and he listens ever so intently to everything said. The young one wants to learn to be a great fisherman, just like his friend and mentor.

  The old man, on the other hand, loves the company of his young friend and enjoys his role as the wise old sage. He knows this youngster has what it takes to become a great fisherman. He tries to show him the ropes as only he knows them.”

  Why Bother?

  Implications for students are numerous. They need to know how to analyze—how to take an idea apart to look at its inner core. In doing analysis exercises, students find similarities and differences as they learn to think critically.

  
    [Students] need to know how to analyze.

  

  A Tiny Transfer to Try

  One Stop Shop

  Set up participants in pairs. Using the idea of two kinds of shopping (traditional in-store shopping and non-traditional on-line shopping), practice writing the two narrative patterns of comparing and contrasting: pattern ab-ab and pattern aaa-bbb. Partner A uses the ab-ab pattern to compare and contrast one characteristic at a time, while partner B uses the aaa-bbb pattern first to describe one type of shopping fully, and then to describe the other type. Compare the two patterns: ab-ab with aaa-bbb. Share your paragraphs. Compare and contrast how the two patterns are alike and different. Discuss which might be easier or harder, in your opinion for your students.
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