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  INTRODUCTION

  What is paracord? Well, the word paracord is a combination of two words: parachute cord. Paracord is lightweight nylon rope that is made with an inner core of strands that can be used for sewing and stitching (boil to disinfect) and is strong, lightweight, and mold/mildew resistant. The inner core adds to the overall strength of the cord. During World War II, United States’ parachutes had paracord for their suspension lines. Once the paratroopers were on the ground, they found the paracord useful in many situations. They could be used to replace broken boot straps, as clothes line for drying socks or clothes, or to secure items to a pack.

  What makes paracord so popular?

  Today, it comes in a variety of colors and specifications. The most popular paracord is called 550 paracord. What does 550 mean? This means, in theory, that a force of 550 pounds would be needed to break one strand of cord. This is what makes paracord so appealing to many people.

  Paracord bracelets, lanyards, and necklaces have been worn by mountain bikers, hikers, rock climbers, outdoor enthusiasts, preppers, and survivalists for their versatility in emergency situations. Paracord crafts can contain between 6 and 20 feet of paracord depending on the design. The paracord craft can be deployed when the need arises if equipment is broken or if the adventurer suffers an injury or needs to secure supplies.

  Paracord crafts can show support for favorite sports teams, military, law enforcement, firefighters, EMS, causes, and school spirit. Wearing a team’s colors will show everyone whom you cheer for. School organizations and sports teams have made paracord bracelets, necklaces, ID lanyards, and key fobs as affordable fund-raisers with no loss of funds to expensive, third-party fund-raiser companies.

  What can I use paracord for?

  I have personally used paracord from a bracelet I made to secure twenty 2x4s in my small SUV. I had forgotten bungee cord and was wearing a paracord bracelet at the time. It worked without any issues.

  I have also used it to replace shoestring in two pairs of winter boots: a shoestring broke in the middle of snow plowing my driveway, so I used the paracord. I have had the same paracord in my boots for nearly four years with no sign of wear. Just make sure to double knot paracord when using them as shoelaces.

  In addition, I have a young cat that likes to bite through live electrical wire. (Yikes!) So, I wrapped several lamp cords with nearly 40 feet of paracord, each with a Solomon twist braid. Luckily, this seemed to do the trick—my cat hasn’t been electrocuted recently.

  It is also the rope of choice when hanging bird feeders due to its mildew and rot resistance.

  A Bit About this Book

  I decided to write a book about paracord because most of the information on how to start a side-release buckle paracord bracelet—and other projects—is simply scattered across the Internet. This book provides anyone interested in utilizing paracord with all the information needed in one place. Instead of finding a project here and a project there, collecting printouts, and bookmarking helpful videos, you can find everything you need right here. I taught science and math for more than fourteen years. When teaching, I tried to make sure my students were shown each step and the reason for each step so they would understand and remember it. I have done the same thing when writing this book, so I hope you find it helpful and fun.

OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-Bold.otf


OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
PARACORDS!

HOW TO MAKE THE BEST BRACELETS. LANYARDS,

NIRRT

AV

|
{
i
1
H
=31
£
3
=1
1

FRVRATIRIAY

.“Hll!l_lll"lllnt; &





OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-BoldIt.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-Regular.otf


OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-It.otf


OEBPS/Images/i-1.jpg
PARACORD!





OEBPS/Images/iii-1.jpg
PARACORD!

How to Make the Best Bracelets, Lanyards, Key Chains,
Buckles, and More

Todd Mikkelsen

Skyhorse Publiching





