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This book is dedicated to all Tribe fans

Young or old

Diehard or casual

Hopeful or pessimistic

Far and near


Introduction

Trivia—unimportant matters: trivial facts or details; also singular in construction: a quizzing game involving obscure facts—Merriam-Webster Dictionary.

Merriam-Webster penned the ideal definition of the word trivia. It is believed that it first came to be used in 1920. Of course, it was sixty years later with the creation of Trivial Pursuit that “trivia” became a national phenomenon. You saw trivia contests everywhere: magazines, newspapers, radio call-in shows, classrooms, college campuses. It was a new way to prove how knowledgeable one was.

The world of sports, with its players, teams, games, statistics, and stadiums, lends itself as the perfect vehicle for trivia. As much as sports is a part of the lives of so many, most would agree that compared to everyday life, the facts or details regarding sports are indeed “unimportant matters” as Merriam-Webster suggest. But the importance of trivia is certainly subjective.

And, of course, it’s not an obscure fact if you know the answer to the question. Everybody has their own level of retention. I would guess that of the following questions, I knew the answers to about eighty of them. I am no trivia expert, but being a Tribe fan for over forty years, you hear bits and pieces of Indians and baseball history. Although my ego always goes up if I am watching Jeopardy and one of the categories is baseball. I run the table. Now give me something like US Presidents, and I will struggle.

I remember driving to work one day not so long ago, and the classic rock station I was listening to had a trivia contest in which the prize was a pair of tickets to an Indians game. The question was, “In the song ‘Paradise by the Dashboard Light’ by Meat Loaf, who was the baseball announcer that was providing the play-by-play sequence?’” As I was driving along, I was screaming at my radio “Phil Rizzuto! Phil Rizzuto!” The first caller obviously phoned in without knowing the answer, and he quickly hung up. The second caller had jumped the gun as well and was stumped by the question. With time running out, he blurted out “Herb Score.” Herb Score? I just could not picture the well-mannered Score spending a day in a recording studio with Meat Loaf, not to mention talking as fast as Rizzuto does in his part of the song. To me, this is a perfect example of trivia.

As I went through the various resources looking for possible questions, my goal was to find a variety that spanned the last century or so of Cleveland baseball. I included questions about the postseason, All-Star Games, historic individual accomplishments, award recipients, trades, Hall of Famers, and, of course, the obscure.

You will notice that the questions are divided into four sections: Rookie, Starting Lineup, All-Star, and Hall of Fame. The easiest questions begin at the Rookie Level and are intended to get a bit more complex as you make your way through the book. The question and answers are designed to challenge and inform you. Most of the questions have comprehensive answers that contain informative data.

I hope you enjoy this journey through Tribe history. In spite of the franchise’s lack of world championships and some rather dreary decades, there have been many memorable moments.

It is my pleasure to present it to you.

Roll Tribe!!

Joseph Wancho

Westlake, Ohio
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ROOKIE LEVEL


ROOKIE LEVEL

(Answers begin on page 7)

1. Which Cleveland Indians players have been selected as American League Rookie of the Year by both the Baseball Writers’ Association of America and The Sporting News?

2. Who was the Cleveland Naps player that was born in Bedford, Ohio, batted a career .313, and was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1963?

3. The Cleveland Indians have had only one player who was named Most Valuable Player of an All-Star Game. Who was he?

4. The Cleveland Indians have had four pitchers who have been selected as an American League Cy Young Award winner. Who are these four pitchers?

5. Who is the all-time club leader in home runs, walks, and strikeouts for the Indians?

6. On June 10, 1959, which Tribe slugger hit four home runs in one game at Baltimore’s Memorial Stadium?

7. Which National League player had two home runs in the 1981 All-Star Game held at Cleveland Stadium?

8. Which Indians player hit two home runs in the same inning, one from each side of the plate? He was the first to do it in major-league history.

9. The only pitcher in major league history to win 500 or more games won his 500th in a Cleveland uniform. It happened on July 19, 1910, at American League Park in Washington. Who was this all-time great?

10. Beginning in 1983, the Baseball Writers’ Association of America has selected a Manager of the Year for each league. Two Cleveland Indians managers have been chosen for this honor. Who are the two skippers in this exclusive club?

11. In Game Six of the 1997 American League Championship Series, which Cleveland Indians player homered in the top of the 11th inning at Camden Yards to eventually give the Indians a 1–0 victory over the Orioles and the pennant?

12. Which Cleveland Indian has been selected for the most Gold Glove Awards in team history?

13. Which Cleveland Indians player was selected to the most All-Star Games in team history?

14. On August 5, 2001, at Jacobs Field, the Cleveland Indians came back from a 12-run deficit to defeat which team?

15. On July 1, 2016, the Cleveland Indians set a then-franchise record by winning 14 games in a row. The game, which was played at the Rogers Centre, went 19 innings as the Tribe beat Toronto, 2–1. Which player smacked a home run in the top of the 19th inning?

16. Not counting #42 that was retired to honor Jackie Robinson, the Cleveland Indians have honored seven players by retiring their uniform number. Who are these seven immortals?

17. Babe Ruth made his major-league debut on July 11, 1914, against the Cleveland Naps at Fenway Park. Who was the first Cleveland batter Ruth faced and who later went on to become one of the first broadcasters in the big leagues?

18. Cleveland general manager Frank Lane and Detroit GM Bill DeWitt swapped managers on August 3, 1960. Who were the two field managers involved in the deal?

19. Which Cleveland Indian was the first African American player to hit a home run in a World Series?

20. On May 15, 1981, Len Barker threw a perfect game, defeating the Toronto Blue Jays, 3–0. Which member of the Blue Jays left the major leagues after that season and pursued a basketball career in the NBA?

21. What Cleveland slugger is the only player in major-league history to hit at least 50 home runs and 50 doubles in the same season?

22. What is the only defensive position that Cleveland has never had a Gold Glove winner?

23. During their 2016 postseason run, which Cleveland Indian had the most home runs with four?

24. On August 16, 1920, the Cleveland Indians suffered a tragic loss when shortstop Ray Chapman was hit in the head by the Yankees’ Carl Mays. Chapman died hours later from the impact of the baseball fracturing his skull. Who was the player that stepped into the shortstop position that season and subsequently was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1977?

25. On July 24, 1911, a charity game was held at League Park with the proceeds being turned over to the family of what Cleveland pitcher, who passed away at the age of thirty-one from tubercular meningitis on April 14, 1911?


ROOKIE LEVEL — ANSWERS

1. Cleveland has had four players so honored as the league’s top rookie. The quartet includes Herb Score (1955), Chris Chambliss (1971), Joe Charboneau (1980), and Sandy Alomar Jr. (1990).

Herb Score burst onto the scene after being named Minor League Player of the Year by The Sporting News in 1954. The tall left-hander posted a 22–5 record for the Indianapolis Indians of the American Association. He set a league record of 330 strikeouts over 251 innings. Score added a changeup to pair with his lethal fastball when he arrived in Cleveland in 1955, and he set a new record for strikeouts among rookie pitchers with 245. The previous mark of 227 was set by the Phillies’ Grover Cleveland Alexander in 1911. His overall record was 16–10 with a 2.85 ERA. He was named to the AL All-Star team by Indians manager Al Lopez. In his typical self-deprecating manner, Score said “I was surprised being chosen for The Sporting News rookie award. I thought of several others who were more deserving. I guess I got it because of my strikeout record.” Dwight Gooden of the New York Mets would shatter Score’s rookie mark by posting 276 strikeouts in 1984.

In only his fourth start of his big-league career on May 1, 1955, Score struck out 16 batters in a 2–1 victory over the Red Sox. Score became the tenth pitcher to strike out 16 or more batters since 1900. This performance by Score was the second game of a doubleheader. In the opener, Bob Feller defeated Boston by a score of 2–0. It was the 12th one-hitter that Feller threw in his incomparable career.

[image: image]

Herb Score’s career was cut short by a batted ball that struck his right eye on May 7, 1957. He returned to pitching but was never the same. After his playing career, Score was a Tribe broadcaster, first on TV, then radio from 1964 to 1997. According to broadcast partner Joe Tait, “Herb Score has probably watched more bad baseball than anyone in the history of the game.”

Courtesy of Cleveland Public Library/Photograph Collection.

Chris Chambliss was selected by Cleveland with the first overall pick in the January 1970 amateur draft. Chambliss reported to Wichita of the American Association and was named the league’s Rookie of the Year after leading the circuit with a .342 batting average in 1970. Ken Harrelson was the Tribe’s starting first baseman in 1971, attempting to come back from a leg injury the previous season. Chambliss was returned to Wichita when he suffered a right thigh muscle injury in spring training. At Wichita, Chambliss was involved in a collision at home plate. After further examination, the muscle was diagnosed as being ruptured. He returned to Cleveland for rehab, eventually joining the Indians on May 17. Chambliss made his major-league debut on May 28 and promptly got a hit in 14 of his first 16 games. Harrelson retired shortly thereafter. For the year, Chambliss batted .275 with nine home runs and 48 RBIs. He had 114 hits in 111 games. In 404 games in a Tribe uniform, Chambliss batted .282 with 26 home runs and 152 RBIs.

Chambliss played for 17 years in the major leagues. He made stops in Cleveland, with the New York Yankees, and with Atlanta. He was part of three pennant winners with the Yankees and two world championships. He won the Gold Glove in 1978 for his excellent fielding ability at first base.

After being drafted by Philadelphia in 1976, Joe Charboneau was dealt to Cleveland in 1978. He batted a league-leading .352 at Class AA Chattanooga of the Southern League in 1979. In 1980, Charboneau became a folk hero of sorts in Cleveland for his home runs and the bizarre stories he would tell. Charboneau admitted that many of the tales that he spoke of were fabrications or just not true. He was given the nickname “Super Joe,” and on one night in particular, he lived up to the moniker. On June 28, 1980, Charboneau smashed a solo home run off New York’s Tom Underwood. The baseball kept rising and rising until it reached the third deck at Yankee Stadium. Although the Indians lost, 11–10, that evening, the legend grew. “I remember it like it was yesterday,” Charboneau recounted years later. “As I was going around second base, I looked up to where the ball landed and thought to myself that I’d probably never hit another ball like that again. And I never did.”

Comparisons between Charboneau and Rocky Colavito began to be the talk at corner bars. For the year, Charboneau batted .289 with 23 home runs and 87 RBIs. Unfortunately, a back injury the following year curtailed Charboneau’s career. He only hit six more home runs after his rookie season. His final game in the majors was on June 1, 1982.

Sandy Alomar Jr. comes from a baseball family. His father, Sandy Sr., was a 15-year veteran in the major leagues, primarily as an infielder. Sandy’s brother Roberto was one of the elite second baseman in major-league history. Roberto’s 17-year career ended with two world championships, 12 All-Star Games, 10 Gold Gloves, and election into the Hall of Fame in 2011.

Sandy followed his brother by signing with the San Diego Padres. He was named The Sporting News Minor League Player of the Year in both 1988 and 1989. But Alomar was a catcher, and the Padres already had an established backstop in Benito Santiago. On December 6, 1989, Alomar was traded with Carlos Baerga and Chris James to Cleveland for Joe Carter. Alomar was given the starting job and batted .290 with nine home runs and 66 RBIs. He was selected as the AL starting catcher for the 1990 All-Star Game at Wrigley Field in Chicago. He was also the recipient of the Gold Glove.

Like his father and brother, Alomar had a long career. He played mostly for Cleveland and the Chicago White Sox in his 20-year career, which included six All-Star Games.

2. Elmer Flick is the pride of Bedford, Ohio, a southeastern suburb of Cleveland. Flick was playing semipro ball for Dayton in the Interstate League in 1897 when Philadelphia Phillies manager George Stallings spotted him. Stallings signed Flick to a contract for the 1898 season, and he was a member of the Phillies for four years. In 1900, Flick batted .367 and led the circuit with 110 RBIs.

In 1902, he jumped to the Philadelphia Athletics of the AL and subsequently joined Cleveland. He led the league in triples three consecutive years (1905–07) and in stolen bases (1904, 1906). His batting average of .308 led the loop in 1905. Flick’s last season with the Naps and in the big leagues was 1910. A gastrointestinal illness cut his career short. In 13 seasons, he batted .313, stole 330 bases, and scored 950 runs. In 1907, Detroit offered to trade Ty Cobb straight up for Flick, but Cleveland refused any overtures.

Flick was selected by the Veteran’s Committee for enshrinement into the Hall of Fame in 1963. His career was forgotten by many, but when Cobb passed away in 1961, the stories about the potential Cobb-Flick trade surfaced. It caused many to take another look as to what kind of career Flick actually had.

On September 25, 2013, the city of Bedford honored Flick with a ceremony and the unveiling of a bronze statue of Flick in its town square. The two-hour ceremony was attended by representatives of the Cleveland Indians, including Mike Hargrove, Len Barker, Joe Charboneau, and front office executive Bob DiBiasio.

3. As of 2017, Sandy Alomar Jr. is the only Indians player to be named MVP of the midsummer classic. On July 8, 1997, the 68th All-Star Game was held at Jacobs Field in Cleveland. The game was uncharacteristically low-scoring, as the AL and NL battled to a 1–1 tie heading into the bottom of the seventh inning. Each run came as the result of a solo home run as Seattle’s Edgar Martínez and Atlanta’s Javy López went yard.

Bernie Williams of the New York Yankees walked with one out and went to second base on a wild pitch by Shawn Estes of San Francisco. Alomar stepped to the plate and sent a 2-2 offering from Estes to the bleachers in left field. The blast was the final margin of victory for the AL, 3–1. “I felt like I was flying,” said Alomar. “I’ve never run the bases so fast on a home run.”

It was quite a year for Alomar. The veteran backstop started the season in fine fashion, as he slugged a home run in five consecutive games from April 4-8. He owned the second-longest hitting streak in franchise history, 30 games, from May 25 through July 6. Alomar batted .422 during the streak. “It’s been a remarkable run for him,” said the Twins’ Paul Molitor. “To be able to have the mind-set to call a game [as catcher] and still be able to do that . . .”

It was Alomar’s fifth All-Star Game appearance in his career. “This is a dream I don’t want to wake up from,” said Alomar. “You probably only get one chance to play an All-Star Game in your home stadium.” He was the first player to be honored with the ASG MVP in his home park.

4. As of 2017, Gaylord Perry, CC Sabathia, Cliff Lee, and Corey Kluber are the four Cleveland pitchers who have been honored as the American League’s finest hurler. Kluber is the only Cleveland pitcher to win the award twice.

Former baseball commissioner Ford Frick is credited with establishing the Cy Young Award to honor baseball’s greatest hurler, Cy Young. The first recipient was named in 1956, one year after Young had passed away. The award was initially awarded to the top pitcher in the major leagues. But after Frick retired in 1965, the decision was made to honor the top pitcher in each league beginning with the 1967 season.

Gaylord Perry won the award in 1972, his first season in the American League. Perry was traded from San Francisco to Cleveland along with shortstop Frank Duffy for pitcher Sam McDowell. Perry posted a 24–16 record with a 1.92 ERA. His 24 wins tied Wilbur Wood of Chicago for the league best, while he led the circuit in complete games with 29. His ERA ranked second, and he was third in strikeouts with 234. He was especially tough on opposing teams in May (6–1, 1.61 ERA), July (5–1, 1.07), and September (4–2, 1.04).

Perry received nine first place votes and 64 total points. He edged out Wood, who received seven first place votes and 58 total points. “The guy I owe this award to the most is [Cleveland catcher] Ray Fosse,” said Perry. “He kept pushing me in games where I didn’t have good stuff. I’d have to compare Fosse with Tom Haller, my catcher with the Giants. And I have great respect for Haller.”

The only month that Perry hit a rough patch was in August (2–6, 3.83). “That was when I was shaking off Ray’s signs,” said Perry. “If you get away from the pattern he sets up for you, that’s when you get your ears pinned back. You look for early showers.”

Jim Perry, Gaylord’s older brother, won the Cy Young award in 1970 as a member of the Minnesota Twins. They are the only brother duo to each win the award. In 1978, Gaylord won the award again while he was a member of the San Diego Padres (21–6, 2.73 ERA). He is one of only five pitchers in major-league history to win the award in each league (Pedro Martínez, Roger Clemens, Roy Halladay, and Max Scherzer are the others).

CC Sabathia was the second Indians pitcher to win the Cy Young Award. Sabathia went 19–7 with a 3.21 ERA in 2007. He received 19 first-place votes for a total of 119 total points. Boston’s Josh Beckett was the runner-up with eight first-place votes and 86 points overall. “It means a lot,” said Sabathia. “I hadn’t really had a chance to sit down and think about it yet. You guys know how I am about numbers and thinking about individual awards. It feels good right now. I can’t really put it into words, but I’m sure later on tonight when I have a chance to sit down with my family and think about it, I’ll have some words for it. But right now, I’m just happy that it happened this year.”

Sabathia was selected by Cleveland with their first pick in the first round (20th overall) of the 1998 amateur draft. He made his major-league debut in 2001 and went 17–5. He was named American League Rookie Pitcher of the Year by The Sporting News in 2001. In eight years with Cleveland, Sabathia was 106–71 with a 3.83 ERA. He totaled 1,265 strikeouts.

The big lefty was traded to Milwaukee in 2008 (his contract year) as the Indians were losing and looking to rebuild their roster. Sabathia (11–2, 1.65 ERA) led the Brewers to their first playoff appearance since 1982.

In the offseason, Sabathia signed with the New York Yankees. He led the American League in wins in 2009 (19) and 2010 (21). In 2009, the Yankees won the World Series, defeating the Philadelphia Phillies in six games.

Cliff Lee made it two years in a row that a Cy Young Award winner wore an Indians uniform. With Sabathia on the trading block, Lee became the top starter and responded with a 22–3 record and a 2.54 ERA. Lee led the AL in wins and ERA. It was the first time an Indians pitcher won 20 or more games in a season since Gaylord Perry won 21 in 1974.

Lee was selected by Montreal in the fourth round of the amateur draft on June 5, 2000. He was traded along with Grady Sizemore, Brandon Phillips, and Lee Stevens to Cleveland for pitchers Bartolo Colón and Tim Drew on June 27, 2002.

He made his major-league debut the same year. He posted an 18–5 record in 2005 and 14–11 in 2006, but Lee couldn’t keep his spot in the rotation in 2007. He was demoted to Class AAA Buffalo of the International League.

Lee won his first six decisions in 2008 and won eight consecutive games from August 4 to September 12. The Indians dealt him at the 2009 trade deadline as they had with Sabathia the previous season. Lee went to Philadelphia and pitched well for the Phillies, going 7–4 with a 3.39 ERA. Philadelphia won the National League pennant, and the Phillies faced the Yankees in the World Series. The Game One matchup featured CC Sabathia vs. Cliff Lee. The Phillies won by a score of 6–1, but the Yankees won the series in six games. Lee won both games for the Phillies.

Lee retired in 2014, having also pitched for Seattle and Texas. In 13 seasons, Lee was 143–91 with a 3.52 ERA. In eight seasons with Cleveland, Lee’s record was 83–48 with a 4.01 ERA and 826 strikeouts.

Corey Kluber was the Tribe’s fourth recipient of the Cy Young Award. He captured the honor in 2014 after posting an 18–9 record with a 2.44 ERA and 269 strikeouts. He received 17 first-place votes and 169 total points while runner-up Félix Hernández of Seattle tallied 13 first-place votes and 159 points. “I wasn’t expecting it,” said Kluber. “I definitely thought Félix was going to win. He had such a great year. To me, I guess I just assumed that who he is and how good of a year he had and all that kind of stuff would get him more votes . . . . I’m very appreciative of it. Obviously, I think it’s one of those things where I would’ve been in no position to have any kind of argument if he would’ve won.”

Kluber was again recognized as the AL Cy Young Award recipient in 2017. He was voted first on twenty-eight of thirty ballots. Kluber was 18–4 with a 2.25 ERA and 265 strikeouts. His ERA was the lowest in the major leagues.

San Diego drafted Kluber in the fourth round in 2007. Cleveland acquired Kluber on July 31, 2010, as part of a three-way deal with San Diego and St. Louis.

He made his major-league debut in 2011, but he did not become part of the Tribe rotation until 2013. Kluber responded with an 11–5 record and an ERA of 3.85. Justin Masterson was designated as the ace of the Indians staff in 2014. But he faltered badly and was traded to the Cardinals. Kluber took over the number one spot in the rotation and won the Cy Young Award.

Kluber led the AL in losses in 2015 with 16. Still, he pitched well enough to finish with a 3.49 ERA. He rebounded with a superb 2016 season. He went 18–9 with a 3.14 ERA. The Indians returned to the postseason, and Kluber posted a 4–1 record, including two wins in the World Series. He has totaled at least 227 strikeouts in each season from 2014 to 2017.

5. Jim Thome is the career leader in all three categories for the Cleveland Indians. Thome accumulated 337 home runs, 1,008 walks, and 1,400 strikeouts in 1,399 games played.

Cleveland drafted the Peoria, Illinois native in the 13th round in 1989. Thome made his major-league debut in 1991 and became the starting third baseman in 1994. When Cleveland acquired Matt Williams from San Francisco in November of 1996, Thome was moved to first base, where he was a mainstay for the next six seasons.

Thome was a fan favorite for his down-to-earth and unassuming personality. His home runs were not cheap ones, as they were often tape measure clouts. The left-handed power hitter would often show his strength by going the opposite way with his line drives. He was more than a home run hitter, as he hit over .270 in seven different seasons with the Indians.

Thome was an integral part of the Indians’ pennant-winning teams in 1995 and 1997. He hit 17 home runs in six postseasons with Cleveland. In addition, Thome totaled 928 runs, 1,353 hits, 263 doubles, 937 RBIs, and batted .287 while with Cleveland.

In 2002, Thome was the recipient of the Roberto Clemente Award. The annual award that honors the Pittsburgh Pirates great is presented “to recognize a player who combines outstanding skill on the field with devoted work in the community.” It was further testament to Thome’s popularity in Cleveland.

In 2003, Thome signed on with Philadelphia and led the National League in home runs (47) and strikeouts (182). He returned to the American League in 2006 to play for the Chicago White Sox, his hometown team. For the rest of his career, because of injuries, Thome was relegated to the role of designated hitter.

On August 15, 2011, at Detroit’s Comerica Park, Thome smashed his 599th and 600th career home runs while a member of the Minnesota Twins. He became the eighth person to achieve the monumental feat and the first player in major-league history to hit both homers in the same game. It was fitting that Thome hit the historic blast against the Tigers, as he had hit more home runs against Detroit (66) than any other club in his 22-year career.

“It’s an unbelievable night. You dream about it, but when it happens, it’s kind of surreal,” said Thome. “You envision, is it ever going to happen? You don’t know. At forty years old, approaching forty-one, you don’t know. I never tried to take it for granted.” Ten days later, he was sold to the Indians and finished his career in 2012 with the Phillies and Orioles.

OEBPS/Images/titlepage.jpg
SO YOU THINK
YOU’RE A

CLEVELAND

INDIANS
FAN?

STARS, STATS, RECORDS,
AND MEMORIES FOR
TRUE DIEHARDS

JOSEPH WANCHO

B

ol





OEBPS/Images/Herb_Score.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frontcover.jpg
SO YOU THINK YOU’RE A

CLEVELAND

INDIANS
p— Y { | | S —

—

STARS, STATS, RECORDS,
AND MEMORIES
FOR TRUE DIEHARDS

__ JOSEPH WANCHO





