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  This book lays out the best sites to see, things to do, places to eat and stay. Recognizing that families are always on the lookout for adventures that will broaden their children’s horizons, we’ve added more activities that can be enjoyed in the great outdoors to our Kidstuff and Parks and Recreation chapters. Likewise, Colonial Williamsburg offers a long list of programs designed to entertain and enlighten the entire family. It’s a selection you can review with your children as you sit down and plan your vacation. For readers well beyond childhood who remain “young at heart,” we have a list of services and activities outlined in our Retirement chapter.




  To help you decide where to rest your weary head, our Accommodations and Bed-and-Breakfasts chapters give you a choice of more than 100 places. All entries are in alphabetical order within these categories and include a pricing key. In our Restaurants chapter, eateries are listed in alphabetical order. So you don’t strain your budget, we have included an easy-to-use pricing guide.




  A detailed guide to shopping is divided geographically, working from the center of the colonial city outward,




  Our chapters highlighting attractions begin with Colonial Williamsburg. General Attractions follow, providing information on Busch Gardens theme park, Water Country USA and other destinations, from Jamestown and Yorktown to beautiful plantation houses and churches that are centuries old.




  If there’s a duffer in your party, peruse our chapter on golf for the lowdown on all of our local courses and a sampling of fees you can expect to pay. Other outdoor pursuits are explored in Parks and Recreation, which directs you to places where you can hike, bike, swim, or drop that hook, line, and sinker in and around the Williamsburg area. Our Day Trips chapter can tell you how to get to points of interest outside the Historic Triangle and what to do once you reach them.




  As in previous editions, we have dedicated considerable attention and space to Newport News and Hampton, adjacent cities on the Virginia Peninsula that are just a short jaunt east of Williamsburg on I-64. This in-depth chapter includes information on attractions, restaurants, accommodations, and shopping. In essence, it’s a microcosm of the information we give you on Williamsburg and certainly shares enough data for planning a separate vacation to this area, dubbed the Lower Peninsula.




  We have also provided special chapters on other topics of interest, including Virginia’s Indian Culture, Media, and Our Military Heritage.




  Moving to Virginia or already live here? Be sure to check out the blue-tabbed pages at the back of the book, where you will find the Living Here appendix that offers sections on relocation, retirement, education, health care and media.
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    Williamsburg claims a long and fascinating history. In its three centuries, Virginia’s former capital enjoyed both periods of great fortune and dramatic decline before reinventing itself through an unprecedented restoration process that began in the mid-1920s.




    This successful effort at re-creating Williamsburg’s past in a way it can be enjoyed in the present is what draws vast numbers of visitors to the 18th-century buildings and brick-paved streets of the city. Most find themselves moved and inspired by seeing this re-creation of early American life spread out in front of them. In town in the late ’90s to discuss his well-known documentary on Thomas Jefferson, filmmaker and historian Ken Burns called his visit to Williamsburg “the highlight of my professional life.”




    Speaking at a convention at the College of William and Mary several years ago, Pulitzer Prize–winning historian David McCullough said exploring the past is “an antidote to self-pity” because no matter how bad off we might think ourselves now, “others have had it worse.”




    Of course, we don’t think for one minute that you’re here in Williamsburg to gloat over your forefathers’ misfortunes. We do believe, however, that if you have come to town to seek a little respite from the cares and speed-of-light pace of 21st-century life, you’re in the right place.


  




  WHY WILLIAMSBURG?




  Did you ever wonder why the early colonists chose Williamsburg as the seat of government for Virginia? Believe it or not, you can thank the lowly mosquito for getting Williamsburg off the ground. When English settlers set foot on New World soil in 1607, they made their homes in Jamestown, which became the center of the Virginia Colony’s government. But Jamestown lay on a low, marshy island that was also home to a well-established (and quite nasty) population of stinging and biting insects. Some settlers, fearing island conditions could lead to epidemics and finding the current site not grand enough for the capital city of America’s largest colony, lobbied for relocation to a place called Middle Plantation, five miles inland. This settlement, which had grown up around a 17th-century palisade built as a defense against Indian attack, by 1690 was a small village composed of stores, mills, a tavern, a church, and an assortment of homes. In reality, there was nothing grand about it, but it sat on relatively high ground and had access to both the James and York Rivers via navigable creeks.




  For those who advocated moving inland, serendipity struck in the form of fire, when the Jamestown Statehouse burned for the fourth time in 1698. Thus, the basically unformed village of Middle Plantation became the locus for colonists who envisioned a capital city equal to their aspirations. The name Middle Plantation, more rural than regal, was changed to Williamsburg in honor of William III, king of England, and building began.




  The new capital was laid out in a distinctly geometrical fashion, dictated by the colonists’ current ideas about proper urban planning. The Market Square, or town commons, and a main street stretching from the Capitol building to the newly established College of William and Mary were the key structural elements of the plan. The Capitol and the college, along with Bruton Parish Church, represented stability and continuity to early settlers.




  By the mid-18th century, Williamsburg was a thriving center of commerce and government. Close to 2,000 people, half of them slaves, called the city home on the eve of the American Revolution. Tailors, carpenters, bakers, gunsmiths, wheel-wrights, merchants, clerks, and slaves all worked to form the support system for the capital city’s growing number of—what else—politicians and lawyers. While the latter two professions wielded power and enjoyed considerable prestige, there are those who would argue that the most important persons in town were the tavern keepers. Taverns were not just for drinking, after all; they were the political, social, and cultural heart of colonial life. If the walls of the Raleigh Tavern could speak, surely they would tell of the clandestine sessions held there by Virginia’s burgesses. They could also tell tales of a more scandalous and less heroic sort. Thomas Jefferson didn’t brand the town “Devilsburg” for nothing.




iIn Virginia, if you are looking for the experience of living history, you’ll find nearly every era represented at numerous special events and destinations year-round. For free brochures on African-American, Native American, and Hispanic heritage, or for information on Civil War battlefields and sites, call the Virginia tourism hotline at (800) 321-3244.




  The prominent role Williamsburg played in events leading to the Revolutionary War is well known. In 1765 Patrick Henry delivered his rousing (some said treasonous) Stamp Act speech at the House of Burgesses here. The First Continental Congress was called from here in 1774. And, for all intents and purposes, the Revolution ended a dozen miles away, with the surrender of Cornwallis to Washington on the fields of Yorktown in 1781.




  FROM RICHES TO ﻿RAGS




  But as the Revolutionary War wound down, Williamsburg’s days as a center of government were over. In 1780, shortly after Jefferson was elected to succeed Patrick Henry as Virginia’s governor, the capital was moved to Richmond.




  Jefferson, who came from the western part of what is now the state of Virginia, had long advocated moving the capital west to lessen traveling distances for officials coming from the far reaches of the colony (then stretching as far as Illinois). Richmond also was judged a safer site, in terms of both climate and military defense.




  As Richmond moved into the spotlight, Williamsburg suffered through a decline and loss of prestige and vitality. Taverns closed; public buildings fell into ruin. The number of residents dwindled to about 1,400. Shortly after the Revolution, the empty Governor’s Palace and Capitol burned. Only two institutions of note remained: the college, with enrollment greatly diminished, and the Public Hospital for the Insane. (Town wags liked to say that the only difference between the two was that the latter required some proof of improvement before letting you leave.)




  The Civil War did little to enhance Williamsburg’s fortunes. Though most of the 18th-century buildings survived, Federal troops occupied the town for three years, and the college was forced to close after its Wren Building burned. In 1862, McClellan’s Union forces battled through in their attempt to reach Richmond, the Confederate capital.




  The arrival of the railroad in 1880 revived the town a little. The C&O’s Fast Flying Virginian, also called the Cannonball Express, ran daily from its southern terminus in Newport News, through Williamsburg and on to Toledo, Ohio. (Dinner in the dining car cost less than a dollar, and that included whiskey.) New houses sprang up near the C&O depot, roads were paved, William and Mary added dorms, a library, and a gymnasium. But Williamsburg remained a quiet college burg, rather insulated, until the mid-1920s, when a Rockefeller came to town.




  BACK TO RICHES AGAIN




  Luckily for Williamsburg, Dr. W. A. R. Goodwin, rector of Bruton Parish Church, was a man of vast imagination. He saw past the shabby exteriors of the many old buildings and dreamed of restoring the town’s faded heritage. Goodwin was also a persuasive fellow and was able to interest philanthropist John D. Rockefeller Jr. in his vision of a vibrant Williamsburg. The two men teamed up and, in 1926, work on the restoration of the colonial capital began. Rockefeller not only provided funds but also personally devoted himself to the ambitious project by directing the measurements of buildings and spearheading research efforts.




iA number of U.S. presidents have visited the historic Colonial Williamsburg area, including Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, and Bill Clinton.




  Fittingly, the Raleigh Tavern was the first restored building opened to the public, in 1932. Soon the Governor’s Palace and reconstructed Capitol were ready for viewing as well. Colonial Williamsburg, repository of the American past, was well on its way to becoming the fascinating domain that it is today. Tourists arrived in small numbers at first, but after Queen Elizabeth’s visit to the Historic Area in 1957, the public began coming in droves. Hotels, motels, restaurants, and shopping centers sprang up to serve them.




  Benefiting from the ready audience Colonial Williamsburg provided, a number of nearby Historic Triangle attractions decided to put on the ritz. National Park Service properties at Jamestown and Yorktown were improved. Jamestown Settlement, adjacent to Jamestown Island, opened in 1957. Yorktown Victory Center opened in 1976. In 2009, paid attendance at the two attractions surpassed 600,000.




  Anheuser-Busch arrived in the area, first with a brewery, then with the enormously popular Busch Gardens theme park, which will celebrate its 35th anniversary in 2010. The Williamsburg Pottery Factory grew from a roadside stand into a vast and somewhat indescribable retail complex that has drawn millions of shoppers annually. By the time Water Country USA opened its doors in 1984, Williamsburg had reinvented itself again—this time as a vacation destination with something for everyone to enjoy, not just the history buffs.




  ABOUT THE ECONOMY




  Attracting tourists isn’t the only business of the Historic Triangle. Industry, commerce, and professional services have grown dramatically in the region. Regionally, the economy has long been driven by the military and related contractors—shipbuilding historically, but increasingly such high-technology fields as remote sensing and computer-driven simulations.




  In and around Williamsburg proper, Anheuser-Busch has been a key driver over the past 35 years—so the sale of the brewery to Belgian-based beer conglomerate InBev in late 2008 is still rippling through the economy.




  The brewery itself has gone through rounds of cost-cutting, but still employs around 800. It’s also responsible for spin-off jobs at suppliers such as Owens-Illinois bottle-making plant and Ball Metal Container’s can-manufacturing plant.




  The former Busch theme parks—including Busch Gardens and Water Country USA—were sold to the private-equity group Blackstone Inc. in late 2009. As of early 2010, Busch’s Kingsmill Resort was also for sale, and InBev in late 2009 announced it was discontinuing its sponsorship of the LPGA Michelob Ultra Open, held annually at Kingsmill.




  Other major local employers in and around Williamsburg include timeshare resorts such as Williamsburg Plantation; Eastern State Hospital, a state-funded mental-health facility; the College of William and Mary; and Sentara Williamsburg Regional Medical Center.




  The region’s population growth has also been a critical economic factor, especially in the areas immediately surrounding the city of Williamsburg. James City County, for example, almost doubled in population between 1990 and 2010, to nearly 70,000, and is projected to grow by another 25 percent by 2020. That has meant significant spending and jobs in construction, both of homes and commercial facilities. Jobs in those industries took a hit with the 2008–9 recession: employment in construction fell more than 10 percent, for example, particularly as the pace of home construction slowed.
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    A Williamsburg Chronology




    1683: Bruton Parish completes its first church building.




    1693: King William III and Queen Mary II grant a charter for the College of William and Mary in Virginia; bricks are laid in 1695.




    1699: The colonial capital moves from Jamestown to Williamsburg, previously called “Middle Plantation.” On June 7, 1699, the city officially is renamed Williamsburg when the General Assembly passes the act to build the statehouse.




    1715: The second Bruton Parish Church structure replaces the first.




    1765: Patrick Henry gives his Stamp Act Speech in the House of Burgesses.




    1774: The First Continental Congress meets in Williamsburg.




    1780: Thomas Jefferson becomes the elected Revolutionary Governor; the capital moves to Richmond for better security.




    1781: The “Frenchman’s Map” of the city, later used in restoration of Colonial Williamsburg, shows the city streets and structures after Lafayette’s troops help Revolutionary forces win the Battle of Yorktown.




    1862: Williamsburg falls to Federal forces that garrison at the College of William and Mary.




    1880: The C&O Railroad (now CSX) arrives in town, bringing with it some recovery from the economic damages of war and decline.




    1924–1927: The Reverend W. A. R. Goodwin obtains John D. Rockefeller Jr.’s support in restoring Williamsburg’s 18th-century heritage.




    1932: The Raleigh Tavern, Colonial Williamsburg’s first completed restoration, opens to the public. The Governor’s Palace follows in 1934.




    1957: Queen Elizabeth II tours the Historic Area; Colonial Williamsburg’s Information Center and the Jamestown Festival Park (now Jamestown Settlement) open.




    1975: Anheuser-Busch develops its Busch Gardens theme park.




    1976: Network television carries the debate between President Gerald Ford and Democratic nominee Jimmy Carter, held at William and Mary’s Phi Beta Kappa Hall.




    1983: The Summit of Industrialized Nations meets here, bringing together heads of state from the United States, Japan, France, West Germany, Italy, Great Britain, Canada, and the European Economic Community. President Ronald Reagan serves as host.




    1988: Democratic presidential candidates debate in Phi Beta Kappa Hall.




    1993: The College of William and Mary celebrates the 300th anniversary of the year it was chartered in England.




    August 1995: The College of William and Mary throws a 300th birthday party for the Christopher Wren Building, the nation’s oldest academic building in continuous use, built two years after the college was chartered.




    October 1995: Defense ministers from each of the 16 North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) nations meet in Williamsburg. It is their first meeting in the United States in four decades.




    Dec. 31, 1998: Williamsburg begins its 300th anniversary celebration at annual First Night festivities.




    1999: Williamsburg commemorates its 300th anniversary with special events throughout the year.




    2001: Colonial Williamsburg celebrates its 75th anniversary with extended hours, reduced rates, and grand reopenings of several renovated properties.




    2007: Jamestown celebrates its 400th anniversary.


  




  Still, the region’s unemployment rate has remained roughly two percentage points below the national average, largely because of the cushioning effect of military spending and other government programs. Those programs stretch far beyond building ships and maintaining military bases. For instance, the region has one of the highest concentrations of scientists and engineers in the country—and they don’t just work at shipyards. They’re also at places like NASA’s Langley Research Center in Hampton, which specializes in aeronautics, and the U.S. Department of Energy’s Jefferson Lab in Newport News, where particle accelerators and high-energy lasers gives scientists peeks at the basic nature of atoms.




  If you need to know more about the area’s economy, there are a number of useful resources. Both The Virginia Gazette and the Daily Press cover regional economic news. More broadly, the Virginia Employment Commission (www.vec.virginia.gov) has excellent economic data available (look for “Labor Marketing Information”), and the University of Virginia’s Wheldon Cooper Center is a one-stop directory for all types of in-depth private and government statistics and trends.
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    One thing to always remember around Williamsburg and most of Virginia: No road runs compass-straight. Ever. The hilly, river-crossed terrain doesn’t lend itself to it. Locals joke that some roads run the way they do because some native or settler wandered crookedly centuries ago.




    So remember that Williamsburg, Jamestown, and Yorktown are small, and roads in the heart of the localities are paved versions of the early paths of the colonists: quaint, sometimes narrow, and often congested. Give yourself plenty of time to make it to your destination at the desired hour.




    Before you can hope to find your way around, it’s essential you get a brief geography lesson.




    Williamsburg is the northwestern-most city in a region called the Virginia Peninsula. The peninsula also includes the cities of Hampton, Newport News, and Poquoson, and the counties of James City and York.




    Across the York River to the north is Gloucester County. Across the James River to the south is South Hampton Roads or Southside—the cities of Norfolk, Portsmouth, Chesapeake, Suffolk, and Virginia Beach. Taken together, the Virginia Peninsula and South Hampton Roads make up a geographic area dubbed Hampton Roads, which is also the name of the harbor at the mouth of the James River around which most of these cities are located.




    With a population of almost 1.7 million, Hampton Roads is the nation’s 35th-largest MSA, about the same size at Charlotte, North Carolina, or Austin, Texas.


  




  GETTING HERE




  By Automobile




  The Virginia Peninsula is sometimes called the World’s Largest Cul-de-Sac. People driving to the area have a limited number of routes to choose from.




  From the north or south, most visitors arrive via I-95, cutting onto I-64 near Richmond. I-64 runs like a spine down the peninsula, then crosses over to the Norfolk area via tunnel at the wide harbor where the James River meets the Chesapeake Bay.




  If you’re of a mind to ditch the interstates, two scenic alternatives come to mind: From the Washington area, take US 301 to US 17 across Virginia’s Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula. You’ll cross the York River at Gloucester Point (there’s a $2 toll, collected only from northbound vehicles). You’ll pass right by the historic Yorktown Battlefield and can connect to Williamsburg on the gorgeous Colonial National Historic Parkway.




  Another alternative from farther north: Ditch I-95 at Philadelphia and use the Delaware Turnpike and US 13 to the Chesapeake Bridge-Tunnel (touted as an engineering wonder, a series of causeways, bridges, and two tunnels that span more than 17 miles at the mouth of the bay). There’s a $12 toll each way—expensive, but often less than the aggravation of gridlock on the Washington Beltway or I-95.




  From the Richmond area, the scenic alternatives to I-64 are US Route 60, which intersects with I-295 east of Richmond. It’s two lanes each direction, divided in most places, but with frequent turnoffs and occasional traffic lights. The other choice is Route 5, the old plantation route between Williamsburg and Richmond. Protected as a Scenic Byway, Route 5 is a two-lane road through pretty countryside. It is especially picturesque during autumn and provides a cooler, tree-shaded—if slower—option during the heat of summer.




  Traveling at legal speed on any of these three highways, you are within an hour of Williamsburg from downtown Richmond. One note about speeding: Besides authorities’ usual vigilance, radar detectors are illegal in Virginia. Get caught with one and you’ll get another ticket in addition to the one for speeding.




  From the south—including the Norfolk area and Outer Banks—the main route to the peninsula is the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel, one of the most maddeningly unpredictable water crossings you’ll find anywhere. It’s free—although the toll it extracts in time can be incalculable. Rush hours (both directions, morning and afternoon, from commuters, especially to and from the nearby Norfolk Navy Base) are guaranteed to clog. Friday and Sunday afternoons in summer, too, as weekend travelers to the Outer Banks of North Carolina add to the flow. But the tunnel can jam up for almost no apparent reason at just about any time of day or night—all it takes is for one of the two lanes either direction to shut down because of a vehicle breakdown, accident, or road maintenance.




  The alternatives: The Monitor-Merrimac Bridge-Tunnel (yes, it runs roughly at the place where the famous ironclad battle occurred) is an extension of I-264, the western leg of the Hampton Roads Beltway. Once on the peninsula, stay on I-264 until it connects with I-64, then continue northwest to Williamsburg.




  The second alternate is the James River Bridge: Hop over to US 17 (either from the I-264 beltway, or from US 58 at Suffolk. Once across the bridge, continue up Mercury Boulevard to I-64.




  Perhaps the most leisurely—and memorable—route is the (free) Jamestown-Scotland ferry from Surry County. Approach Surry on State Route 31 until it ends at the James River. Ferries run roughly every half-hour during the day and evening, hourly overnight. The trip takes about 15 minutes, and deposits you at the foot of Jamestown Road. (The ferry and its fleet of four vessels is an attraction in itself. For more, see our entry in the Day Trips chapter.)




iRoute 199 helps motorists circumvent downtown traffic and makes the trip from Busch Gardens, Williamsburg, or Water Country USA to the Williamsburg Pottery Factory area in record time. The northwestern two-thirds is a limited-access highway, so drivers can exit at any number of points en route.




  By Plane




  Three commercial airports provide service to the area. All offer a choice of major airlines.




  NEWPORT NEWS/WILLIAMSBURG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT




  900 Bland Blvd., I-64, exit 255B


  (757) 877-0221


  www.nnwairport.com




  The Newport News/Williamsburg International Airport (formerly “Patrick Henry International”) is only 17 miles from the heart of Williamsburg.




  Depending on your departure point, this can be a quick, cheap entry point to the area. Service is provided by AirTran (800) 248-8726; U.S. Airways (800) 428-4322; and Delta (800-221-1212). Frontier Airlines (800) 432-1359, is scheduled to start nonstop service to and from Denver, four days a week, beginning in May 2010.




  The downside of Newport News: Other than AirTran, most of the flights into the airport are commuter planes. There are around 50 flights daily, including frequent direct service to Atlanta, Charlotte, and Philadelphia, and once- or twice-daily direct service to Boston, New York-LaGuardia and Orlando. (All other service is via connections.) A $23 million terminal expansion is scheduled to be completed in 2010.




  Once you’re on the ground, you can catch a taxi (the fare will run about $40). Several companies offer shared shuttle services for around $35 per person one way. Both options are located outside the terminal (advance reservations are recommended for the shuttles; more information is under “ground transportation” on the airport’s Web site). It’s about a 25-minute ride to Williamsburg.
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    The Williamsburg Trolley




    Parking in the Historic Area is tight. And traffic during high season around Busch Gardens, Water Country USA, and Richmond Road can be very congested. For years, one of the best amenities of staying in Colonial Williamsburg lodging was being able to leave your car behind for the day and hop on a CW bus, which circulates through and around the Historic Area, stopping at major points of interest. (Ticket holders may board at any stop.)




    In 2009, the city added trolley service to expand the public transportation options outside the historic area. The red-and-green trolleys look traditional but have modern features like bicycle racks, air-conditioning, and full wheelchair accessibility.




    The trolleys will run from Merchants Square, along Richmond Road to the Williamsburg Shopping Center and High Street (home to a movie theater and several restaurants) and then west on Monticello Avenue to the New Town area (see our Close-up in the Shopping chapter). Service will be available from 3 to 10 p.m. Mon to Thurs, 3 to 11 p.m. Fri and Sat and from noon to 8 p.m. Sun.




    A complete loop takes 30 minutes and costs 50 cents, 25 cents for seniors (exact fare only). Area middle and high school students and students of the College of William and Mary ride for free with an official school ID card. Children under 6 ride free. The trolley does not operate on Thanksgiving, Christmas, or New Year’s Day.




    Look for the round “Williamsburg Trolley” signs at several locations in New Town and High Street. The trolley stops on Richmond Road near the Williamsburg Shopping Center and the Williamsburg Hospitality House and near the Peanut Shop on Prince George Street and near Talbots in Merchants Square.




    More information about the trolley is available online at www.williamsburgtransport.com, or by calling (757) 220-5493 ext. 200, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon through Fri.


  




  Car rental companies at the airport are Avis (800) 331-1212; Budget (800) 527-0700; Enterprise (800) 261-7331; Hertz (800) 654-3131; and National (800) 227-7368.




  NORFOLK INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT




  2200 Norview Ave., I-64, exit 279


  (757) 857-3351


  www.norfolkairport.com




  Norfolk’s airport lies 40 miles southeast of Williamsburg. It has roughly 180 flights a day, including direct flights to 20 cities, and frequent service to the Northeast. Southwest Airlines’ arrival in 2001 has moderated fares to many cities.




  Against those pros, add one big con: the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel, which takes I-64 across the Hampton Roads harbor. Sometimes, it’s a free-flowing breeze. Other times—especially rush hours and weekends—it can back up for miles. Allow extra time.




  Airlines serving Norfolk International include American (800) 433-7300; Continental (800) 525-0280; Delta (800) 221-1212; Northwest (800) 225-2525 (as of press time; Northwest and Delta are in the process of merging, with all flights expected to be combined at Delta in mid-2010); Southwest (800) 435-9792; United (800) 241-6522; and U.S. Airways (800) 428-4322.




  Rental car companies have desks on the lower level of the arrivals terminal near baggage claim. On-terminal rental companies are Alamo (800) 462-5266; Avis (800) 831-2847; Budget (800) 527-0700; Dollar (800) 800-3665; Enterprise (800) 736-8227; Hertz (800) 654-3131; National (800) 227-7368; and Thrifty (800) 367-2277.




  

    [image: image] Close-up


  




  

    Colonial National Historic Parkway




    A visit to the Historic Triangle wouldn’t be complete without a leisurely drive along Colonial National ParkwayParkway, a 23-mile corridor specifically built to link the beginning and the end of the British colonial experience in America, with beautiful views of the James and York Rivers, and the rolling, wooded land between them.




    The Colonial Parkway has limited exits and no amenities, commercial advertising, or trucks. But there is wildlife—deer, squirrels, muskrats, and possums may wander across the road. The waterways you encounter are home to fish, crabs, egrets, and waterfowl. Think of it as a “linear park,” shielded from development. The drive is especially enchanting in spring, when the dogwood and redbud are blooming, and in the fall, when the hardwoods turn.




    A warning to the lead-footed: This is a federal road and the speed limits, which range from 25 mph to 45 mph, are strictly enforced. Getting a ticket means appearing in federal court, where few beat the offense. Moreover, the road is made of river gravel set in concrete. Driving much faster than 45 gets noisy.




    Points of interest are marked by numerous turnouts with informative signs. These often give historical information not covered by visits to individual sites, so the drive will complement tours of Jamestown, Williamsburg, or Yorktown. Above all, it demonstrates how history and the prosperity of the Historic Triangle are intertwined with the waterways, from colonial times to today.




    Leaving Jamestown, you’ll pass through woodlands of silver maples, river birches, pine, and spruce. The James River runs along your right. You’ll note dozens of duck blinds in the marshes and creeks. The river is a flyway for many ducks as well as Canada geese.




    Each turnout contains a historical marker. One on the Jamestown end notes the site of an early community called Archer’s Hope. All five inhabitants were among the one-quarter of Virginia’s colonists killed during the Great Indian Massacre on March 22, 1622. A little farther down the road toward Williamsburg, a marker notes the site of an early attempted settlement that actually predated Jamestown. In September 1570 a group of Spanish Jesuits landed along College Creek. They crossed the peninsula to the York River, where they established a mission. But six months later all of them, except one young boy, were wiped out during a massacre. The young boy survived in the woods until he was rescued by a relief expedition in 1572.




    After reading that marker, turn around and look across the James River. On a clear day, you may spy the “Ghost Fleet,” a collection of mothballed U.S. Navy ships (technically part of the National Defense Reserve Fleet).




    The road then turns inland (and the speed limit drops to 35) as you pass Williamsburg. Just beyond a short tunnel (you’ll pass under Duke of Gloucester Street in the heart of the historic area), you’ll see Robertson’s Windmill, dating from the 18th century, on your left. The windmill suffered a blow to its status as a landmark in 2009 when one its blades fell off and Colonial Williamsburg removed the other three, citing safety concerns. There’s a turnoff to the Colonial Williamsburg visitor center; to stay on the Colonial Parkway, bear to your right and keep going straight.




    Yorktown is 13 miles away, but there’s plenty to see before you get there. Among the historical markers: the site of a Union Army advance on Williamsburg during the Civil War; Jones Mill Pond, a favorite local fishing hole; and the sites of Ringfield and Bellfield Plantations. Once you pass over King’s Creek, the banks of the majestic York River open up before you. On the left side of the river is Gloucester County, a place full of a history all its own.




    On this side of the river, a long dock stretching into the river is the loading pier of Cheatham Annex, an ammunition supply depot for the Norfolk Naval Base. Nearby a marker that points out Werewocomoco, Powhatan’s “chiefest habitation” and the place where Captain John Smith was held captive in 1607.




    The York River, known as the Pamunkey by Virginia Indians, flows over the deepest natural channel of any in the Chesapeake Bay tributary. That’s why a little farther downriver you’ll come across another pier. This one is located adjacent to the Yorktown Naval Weapons Station, established in 1918 to support the Atlantic Fleet, home ported in nearby Norfolk. If you pull over into the Bracken’s Pond turnout, you may see large naval ships taking on supplies. If you see armed guards along the parkway, red lights on the pier, or a ship flying a red flag, you’ll know that’s the business at hand.




    Within minutes you’ll come upon a left-hand exit for Yorktown, site of the British surrender to the American Continental Army in 1781, when the American Revolution came to a close. If you choose instead to do a driving tour of the Yorktown battlefield, stay on the Colonial Parkway until it ends, which puts you right on the battlefield road.




    The best way to enjoy the parkway is to set aside a few hours to explore. Ingredients for a picnic can be gathered at The Fresh Market or the Cheese Shop in Williamsburg, or the Jamestown Pie Co. closer to the road’s southern end. You’ll find plenty of places to pull over and enjoy a waterside vista.




    NOTE: The western end of the parkway was closed in 2009 following an accident in which a barge hit a piling, seriously damaging the bridge crossing Powhatan Creek. Scheduled to reopen by summer 2010, work is running behind mostly due to uncooperative weather. From Williamsburg, the parkway remains open to traffic headed east to Yorktown and as far west as the intersection with Route 199. A marked detour utilizing Route 199 and Jamestown Road (Route 31) will guide you to Jamestown if the parkway has not yet reopened in its entirety.


  




  Ground transportation to Williamsburg from Norfolk includes several taxi services and a ground shuttle service by Airport Express (757) 963-0433 or (866) 823-4626.




  The shuttle to Williamsburg leaves every 30 minutes on the half-hour and the hour and costs $50, and $10 for additional riders. When you’re heading back to the airport, call the day before to schedule a pickup at the door of your hotel. Cab fare will run almost $100. (Check around baggage claims—you can often find someone else heading for Williamsburg to split the ride.)




  RICHMOND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT




  1 Richard East Byrd Terminal Dr.


  (804) 226-3000


  www.flyrichmond.com




  Richmond International Airport, exit 197A off I-64, is about 45 miles west of Williamsburg and offers nonstop flights to 22 destinations and connecting flights to worldwide destinations.




  The airport terminal and parking garages went through a $120 million project to replace the terminal, completed in 2007. The expansion solved a critical problem at the airport—all the gates were full, preventing low-cost carriers from entering the market and keeping airfares among the highest in the nation.




  Since the expansion, low-fare specialists like AirTran and JetBlue have started serving Richmond, and fares have moderated. The airport handles about 170 flights daily.




  

    A Word about Routes




    In Virginia, state and national highways are referred to as “routes.” So if you ask for directions to Route 5, you’ll get an answer immediately. Ask for Highway 5, and you might get a blank stare.


  




  Airlines serving Richmond International include American (800) 433-7300; Continental (800) 525-0280; Delta (800) 221-1212; JetBlue (800) 538-2583; Northwest (800) 225-2525 (note: Delta and Northwest should complete their merger in mid-2010, combining under the Delta name); United (800) 241-6522; U.S. Airways (800) 428-4322; and AirCanada (888) 247-2262.




  You’ll find the rental car companies adjacent to the baggage claim area. Companies that serve this airport include Alamo (877) 222-9075; Avis (800) 831-2847; Budget (800) 527-0700; Dollar (800) 800-3665; Enterprise (800) 261-7331; Hertz (800) 654-3131; National (800) 227-7368; and Thrifty (800) 367-2277.




  Ground transportation to Williamsburg from the Richmond airport includes several taxi services (fares to Williamsburg will run close to $100) and a ground shuttle by Groome Transportation at (800) 552-7911. The shuttle to Williamsburg leaves every hour on the hour and costs $44, or $27.50 per person for two or more. While reservations aren’t necessary if you’re traveling from the airport to Williamsburg, it is best to call a day or two in advance to make a reservation for a return trip from Williamsburg to the Richmond airport. (Round-trip service is $78 for one person if you buy it before leaving Richmond.)




iCall it a quirk: Most of the airlines at Norfolk are crammed into Terminal B. Only U.S. Airways and Southwest go out of Terminal A—so security lines there tend to be short. The other airlines? Allow extra time for long security lines, especially early in the morning.




  By Rail




  AMTRAK




  The Williamsburg Transportation Center


  468 North Boundary St.


  (757) 229-8750, (800) 872-7245


  www.amtrak.com




  Amtrak’s Northeast Regional service generally halts in Richmond, but two trains a day (three on Fridays) stretch on to Williamsburg. The Amtrak terminal, housed in what is now called the Williamsburg Transportation Center, is just three blocks from the historic district. Taxi service, provided by several companies, is available.




  Amtrak provides good connections through Washington, D.C., to all points north and west. Connections to the north and south are frequent from Richmond as well.




  Two daily westward departures serve Richmond and Washington, D.C., generally mid-morning and early afternoon (precise times change every few months).




  Advice for train travelers: The major car rental companies’ offices are some distance from the station. However, B&W Rental & Colonial Rent-A-Car Inc., a locally owned company, has an office in the Transportation Center. If you make a reservation with them, a company representative will meet your train with keys and a contract for a rental car in hand. Their services may save visitors taxi fare to hotels and an overnight wait for a car. Call (757) 220-3399 or (888) 220-9941 for specifics.




  By Bus




  GREYHOUND BUS SYSTEM




  The Williamsburg Transportation Center


  468 North Boundary St.


  (757) 229-1460




  Greyhound offers nationwide service to and from the Williamsburg area. Arrivals and departures are from the Williamsburg Transportation Center. Buses heading to major destinations such as Washington, D.C. ($40 one-way), Philadelphia ($80 one-way), and New York City ($75 one-way) leave throughout the day with as many as six departures in a 24-hour period. No reservations are required, but making an advance purchase could save you a substantial amount of money. (Advance purchase can reduce the fare to New York, for instance, to as little as $39 one way.) Passengers are asked to arrive at the station at least half an hour ahead of departure time to allow ample time to buy tickets, stow baggage, and get ready for boarding.
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    Pronunciation Guide




    The last thing newcomers need to add to their lists of things to do is to learn a foreign language. English is spoken here, and some locals may remind you it’s been spoken here longer than anywhere else in North America. (Of course, those very people are likely to have the old Virginia accent that makes “about” sound like a piece of footwear).




    Here are some names and pronunciations that date to the first meetings of Native Americans and the colonials.




    Botetourt: BOT-a-tot. Lord Botetourt was the Virginia Colony’s governor from 1768 to 1770. You’ll see his name on area streets and the occasional room or hall of a public building.




    Chickahominy River: chick-a-HOM-i-nee. This Indian word means “land of much grain.” The river is in New Kent County, and meets the James just west of Williamsburg.




    DOG Street: Students and locals use this acronym for Duke of Gloucester Street, Colonial Williamsburg’s central pedestrian thoroughfare.




    Fort Eustis: fort YOU-stess. An army base in northern Newport News. See our Newport News and Hampton and Our Military Heritage chapters for more information on this fort and its transportation museum.




    Gaol: jail. At the Publick Gaol behind the Capitol on Nicholson Street in Colonial Williamsburg, visitors can see the small, dank cells where 18th-century criminals and debtors were incarcerated. The English are to blame for the funny spelling.




    Gloucester: GLOSS-ter. This county north of the York River is named after an English city.




    Isle of Wight: Ile-of-wite. Named after an English island, this county lies south of the James River.




    Mattaponi River: mat-ta-pa-NI. The name of this York River tributary is derived from an Indian language.




    Monticello: Thomas Jefferson’s estate outside Charlottesville may be mont-a-CHEL-lo, but Monticello Road in Williamsburg should be pronounced mont-a-SELL-o.




    Norfolk: NAW-fok. Even natives sometimes disagree about the right way to say this city’s name, which is another borrowing from the British, who have a Norfolk County. No matter how you say it, be careful! The best advice probably is to say it quickly.




    Pamunkey: puh-MUN-key. An Indian tribe whose reservation is in King William County.




    Poquoson: puh-KO-sen. Derived from the Indian for “low ground” or “swamp,” this peninsula city (next to York County) is a popular suburb with the scientists and air crew from nearby Langley Air Force base and NASA Langley Research Center.




    Powhatan: POW-a-tan. This famous Indian chief, father of Pocahontas, might be surprised to see his moniker used not only on streets but also as a name for a time-share development.




    Rochambeau: row-sham-BOW. This French general was Washington’s ally at Yorktown during the Revolutionary War.




    Taliaferro: TOL-liv-er. This old Virginia family, originally Italian, saw their name anglicized. General William Booth Taliaferro was a wealthy planter and greatly aided the devastated College of William and Mary after the Civil War.




    Toano: toe-AN-oh. This town in western James City County takes its name from an Indian believed to have been a member of Powhatan’s tribe.




    Wythe: with. George Wythe signed the Declaration of Independence, was William and Mary’s first professor of law, and eventually became chancellor of Virginia. The Wythe House in Colonial Williamsburg was once his property.


  




iWhen asking for directions, don’t even try to figure out the compass directions (most locals don’t bother). Because so few roads run by the compass (and not many more actually stay straight for very long), it’s easier to have a destination in mind when you ask a local for directions: “Is that Route 60 toward the outlet center, or Route 60 toward Busch Gardens?” or “Are you looking for I-64 toward Richmond or toward Norfolk?”




  Once You’re Here




  Here’s an easy trick: Think of the region as a cross, with the Colonial Williamsburg Visitor Center at the center. The Colonial Parkway, the upright portion of the cross, has Yorktown at the top and Jamestown at the bottom. US 60, the crossing arm, has Toano, Lightfoot, and the outlets to the left and Busch Gardens to the right.




  For getting around Williamsburg on your own, it might help to orient yourself by thinking of US 60 as the spine of the city. Toward the north and west from downtown Williamsburg, US 60 is named Richmond Road, the major commercial artery. From the William and Mary campus eastward, it travels Francis Street to York Street, where it turns east and is the route to Busch Gardens. A parallel Bypass Route 60 north of the center of town features motels and restaurants and is a good route for avoiding traffic when traveling from Busch Gardens to Richmond Road locations.




  The fastest way to go around town is Route 199, which will get you from I-64 near Busch Gardens to I-64 near Lightfoot, bypassing the historic area altogether. Most of the route is limited access, restricting the number of stoplights.




  



    

      	

        ACCOMMODATIONS
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    The pineapple was the colonial symbol of hospitality, and it still signifies gracious accommodation. Today you’ll have a much easier time finding welcome here than did the British, French, and Continental armies, and later the Civil War’s Yankee soldiers. They boarded at the colonial inns and taverns in the Historic Area, the true antecedents of today’s hotels, motels, and inns. Your stay should be much more comfortable.




    The Williamsburg area offers more than 10,000 hotel and motel rooms in a wide range of prices, so you should have no difficulty finding something that suits you. If you’re coming at Christmas, however, we recommend that you make your reservations well in advance.




    A toll-free reservation service, (800) 999-4485, is operated by the Williamsburg Hotel/Motel Association and can advise you on a choice of accommodations as well as make your reservation with member properties. Most accommodations, in turn, will make dinner reservations for you, and tickets to Colonial Williamsburg and Busch Gardens can be purchased at many of the check-in desks. Or visit www.gowilliamsburg.com to explore all the options and make reservations.




    While we give you up-to-date details on amenities at the time of publication, some things can change abruptly. To ensure your satisfaction, we strongly recommend you ask about details on specifics such as ground-floor rooms, elevators, separate heating and cooling controls, mattress sizes, showers or tubs, age of the establishment, whether your four-footed family members are welcome, and availability of cable TV or Internet access when you make your reservation.




    You might also inquire about proximity to highways, or CSX railroad noise. Other considerations are distance to your local touring destination and directions from I-64 or whichever route you plan to travel.




    When making a reservation, inquire about special discounted rates for AAA members, children, senior citizens, members of the military, and government travelers. You may also want to ask about changes in pricing between in-season and out-of-season times. These periods are defined by the individual lodging, but generally in-season or peak season is from late March to November and again during the winter holiday season. Off-season months are generally January, February, and much, if not all, of March, though this can change, depending on when Easter Sunday falls. Reservations made well in advance are almost a necessity in peak season.




    The accommodations listed below accept major credit cards unless otherwise noted. And, unless we tell you differently, assume that the lodgings allow smoking and children, and that the facility is wheelchair accessible. Although it’s certainly possible to find a pet-friendly hotel or motel in the Historic Triangle, it’s not the norm. If pets are not mentioned in a hotel’s description, assume that you and your family are welcome there, but pets are not.


  




  Hotels and Motels Price Code




  Based on information available at the time of publication, we offer the following price code as a general guide, with the warning that fluctuations in price and availability, and even chain allegiance, of lodgings often occur. The figures indicate an average charge for double occupancy during peak season.




  

    $................Less than $100




    $$..................$101 to $175




    $$$................ $176 to $250




    $$$$.......... More than $250


  




  BASSETT MOTEL $




  800 York St.


  (757) 229-5175


  http://bassettmotel.com




  This motel is conveniently located within a short walk or drive from most of Williamsburg’s attractions—the Historic Area, Busch Gardens, Water County USA, etc. Eighteen ground-floor rooms offer individual heat and air-conditioning controls, and full baths. Open year-round.




  BEST WESTERN HISTORIC AREA INN $




  201 Bypass Rd.


  (757) 220-0880, (800) 446-1062


  www.bestwestern.com




  This hotel is conveniently located between the historic area and the outlet shopping district and popular with both tourists and business travelers. Continental breakfast and wireless Internet access are included in the room rate. An indoor heated pool and Jacuzzi will please the kids or offer relief at the end of a day traveling or touring. Uno’s Chicago Grill, serving pizza, seafood, and grilled meats, is adjacent, and Cracker Barrel, Dairy Queen, and Golden Corral are across the (busy) street. There are smoking rooms available, but pets are prohibited. Discounts are offered to senior citizens, military, government employees, and AAA members.




  BUDGET INN $




  800 Capitol Landing Rd.


  (757) 229-2374




  There are 23 rooms at this older but clean motel. Guests will enjoy the tree-shaded grounds and the outdoor swimming pool. Each room has cable TV. Internet access is available without an additional charge.




  CLARION HOTEL—HISTORIC DISTRICT $$




  351 York St.


  (757) 229-4100


  www.clarionwilliamsburg.com




  This hotel has 143 deluxe guest rooms, all a very short walk from the eastern end of the Historic Area. Busch Gardens and Water Country USA are within a five-minute drive.




  The well-appointed guest rooms have coffeemakers, work desks, hair dryers, irons, ironing boards, Nintendo game systems, pillow-top mattresses, voice mail, and cable television. Select rooms have down pillows, kitchen facilities with microwaves and refrigerators, safes, and sofa sleepers. Wheelchair-accessible rooms can be requested.




  Coffee, a daily newspaper, local phone calls, and wireless Internet access are included in the room rate. There is an on-site business center with a public computer and copy and fax services. After hours, guests can relax in the indoor heated pool or Jacuzzi. A billiard room, game room, fitness center, and full-service restaurant, the Bourbon Street Grille, are located on the property. Banquet and meeting rooms can accommodate up to 330 people for most business or social functions. Senior citizen and other discounts are offered. The hotel is 100 percent smoke-free.




  COLONEL WALLER MOTEL $




  917 Capitol Landing Rd.


  (757) 253-0999, (800) 368-5006




  Families like the inexpensive, all-suite configuration of this 28-room motel’s large, comfortable offerings, conveniently located near the eastern edge of the Historic Area. After supper, if you have a ticket, you can wander over to the Colonial Williamsburg Visitor Center and catch the bus into Merchants Square for an ice-cream cone or fresh-roasted Virginia peanuts. The outdoor pool will take your mind off your sore feet while you review your day’s touring. Senior citizen, AAA, and other discounts are offered, except on holidays. There are refrigerators in all the rooms.




  COMFORT INN—CENTRAL $




  2007 Richmond Rd.


  (757) 220-3888, (800) 221-2222


  www.choicehotels.com




  Located along Richmond Road’s commercial district, this budget hotel has an indoor heated swimming pool with exterior sundeck, and 127 rooms, all with complimentary wireless Internet access, cable TV, coffeemakers, hair dryers, irons, and ironing boards. Continental breakfast, weekday newspaper, and local phone calls are included in the room rate. Designated smoking rooms are available, but pets are prohibited. Pretty much whatever you feel like eating is available within walking distance—Red Lobster, Carrabas, the Fireside Chop House, and Old Mill Waffle and Pancake House are among the choices nearby. Business travelers may appreciate the availability of fax and copy services. Wheelchair-accessible rooms and whirlpool suites are also available. Military and government employees, senior citizens, and AAA members are eligible for discounts.




  COMFORT INN—HISTORIC AREA $




  706 Bypass Rd.


  (757) 229-9230, (800) 358-8003


  www.choicehotels.com




  This budget hotel lets you swim year-round with two pools, a heated indoor pool with hot tub and sauna, and an outdoor pool open during the warm summer months. There are 157 rooms, some with king-size beds and Jacuzzis. All rooms are equipped with hair dryers and cable television. Continental breakfast and wireless Internet access are included in the room rate. The building is wheelchair accessible, and there are laundry facilities for guest use. Smoking is allowed in certain rooms, but no pets. There is no restaurant on the property, but Cracker Barrel and Golden Corral are within walking distance without crossing a busy street. The location puts you 10 minutes from the Historic Area, Busch Gardens, and Prime Outlets. For business travelers, there is a copy and fax service and a meeting room which can accommodate up to 100 people. Discounts for senior citizen, AAA, and military personnel are offered




  COMFORT SUITES




  220-A Bypass Rd.


  (757) 645-4646


  www.choicehotels.com




  This brand-spanking new all-suite hotel opened in March 2010 in a location convenient to all of Williamsburg’s attractions. Every room has either two queen-size beds or a king, with a pullout sleeper sofa in the sitting room. The kitchen area offers a refrigerator and microwave. The entire building has wireless Internet, and the whole place is smoke-free. There is an indoor pool with spa and a fitness center. Daily newspapers and continental breakfast are included in your room charge. The Cracker Barrel and Golden Corral restaurants are just across the parking lot.




  COUNTRY HEARTH INN & SUITES $




  924 Capitol Landing Rd.


  (757) 229-5215, (800) 368-8383


  www.countryhearth.com




  This motel offers 58 guest rooms all with cable TV, free phone calls and wireless Internet access, wheelchair-accessible rooms, nine suites with full kitchens, a game room, an outdoor pool, guest laundry facilities, and a picnic area with grill. Continental breakfast is included in the room rate. Located in a part of the city that is not as busy as the Richmond Road corridor, the quiet here may be more attractive to some visitors. Children younger than 17 stay free with their parents. Cribs are available for infants.




  

    [image: image] Close-up


  




  

    Colonial Williamsburg Lodgings




    Lodging in one of Colonial Williamsburg’s properties offers advantages. These hotels and motels are closest to the Historic Area, so you can park upon arrival and either walk or ride the CW bus for free to get around. But the three best perks are priority for tee times, priority for dining reservations, and the convenience that anything you purchase from Colonial Williamsburg stores during your stay will be delivered free to your room.




    Guests of the Williamsburg Inn, Providence Hall, Colonial Houses, and Williamsburg Lodge can use the Spa of Colonial Williamsburg’s fitness center and pool free of charge. Check out details about the following six properties on the Internet at www.colonialwilliamsburg.com.




    Colonial Houses (136 East Francis St., at the Williamsburg Inn; 800-HISTORY; $$$–$$$$) If you’ve ever dreamt of waking up in the 18th century, staying in one of these houses is probably the closest you’ll come to wish fulfillment. The Colonial Houses offer 75 guest accommodations in 26 separate buildings, some as small as one room, and others as large as 16 rooms. Multiple rooms can be combined within a house to accommodate parties of up to 32. Scattered throughout the Historic Area, many houses overlook brick courtyards, gardens, or Duke of Gloucester Street. Furnished with authentic period reproductions and antiques, many of the houses have canopy beds, sitting rooms, or fireplaces. Guests of the Colonial Houses have recreation privileges at the Williamsburg Inn. NOTE: Inquire as early as possible about availability and about the accommodations unique to each. Many book as much as a year in advance for Christmas and Thanksgiving.




    Providence Hall Guesthouses (305 South England St.; 800-HISTORY; $$$–$$$$). Located a short walk from the main Williamsburg Inn building, these rooms offer a tranquil view of a wooded area with a pond from private patios and balconies. The interior decor is contemporary with Asian accents, for those who like a change from colonial architecture for at least part of the day. King- and queen-size beds are available.




    The Williamsburg Inn (136 East Francis St.; 800-HISTORY; $$$$). This is arguably the premier accommodation in Hampton Roads, justly proud of its pedigree as a luxury hotel. It is situated in a dignified, beautifully landscaped setting with the Historic Area and The Golden Horseshoe Golf Course on its periphery. Opened in 1937 and built to the exacting standards of John D. Rockefeller and his wife, Abby Aldrich, the Inn underwent extensive renovations in 2001. A businessman like Rockefeller would no doubt approve of the changes that brought the Inn into the 21st century—the addition of desks in each room, Internet access, larger televisions, minibars, and in-room safes. The main dining room, The Regency Room, is a four-star restaurant in its own right. Afternoon tea is served in the Terrace Room. Cocktails can be had in the Restoration Bar. Don’t leave without having your picture taken on the sweeping, spiral Queen’s Staircase, so named because Queen Elizabeth II was photographed while descending it on her way to dinner during her 1957 visit.




    The Williamsburg Lodge (310 South England St.; 800-HISTORY; $$–$$$$) The Williamsburg Lodge specializes in accommodating big groups, with 45,000 square feet of conference meeting space, two ballrooms, and 323 rooms in eight separate buildings, connected by covered, brick walkways. In addition to refurbished guest rooms in the main building, built in 1939, the Tazewell Hall offers rooms with rocking chairs on the patio or balcony and three suites with fireplaces. Four brand-new guesthouses—the Ashby and Custis houses with 30 new rooms each, and the Nicholas and Tyler houses with 38 new rooms each—have also been added to the complex. Rooms in the guesthouses featuremodern amenities such as Wi-Fi, and are decorated in “historic colors,” with furnishings inspired by folk art from the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Museum, located across the street. Guests of the Lodge have access to the fitness center at the Spa of Colonial Williamsburg, two outdoor pools, and one indoor lap pool. A business center provides a fax, computer, and printer for office needs. The Lodge restaurant, on the premises, serves cuisine with contemporary southern and Chesapeake influences.




    Woodlands Hotel and Suites (102 Visitor Center Dr.; 800-HISTORY; $–$$). This contemporary three-story facility, with brick and glass exterior, is set amid a pine forest, adjacent to the Colonial Williamsburg Visitor Center. The spacious lobby, bathed in natural light from cathedral ceiling skylights, includes a separate space for a continental breakfast buffet. For full-service dining, a family-friendly, 125-seat restaurant is located across from the lobby along the pedestrian promenade to the Visitor Center. All 204 guest rooms are accessed from interior hallways. Each has two full-size beds, a sitting area with a desk, two chairs, and a comfortable lounge chair (that converts to a single bed). The 96 suites have king-size beds, a sitting area with a queen-size sofa bed and upholstered chairs, a desk, TV, and a kitchen area with a small refrigerator, microwave, and sink.




    In the summer months, guests may enjoy an outdoor swimming pool and recreational amenities, including miniature golf, horseshoes, volleyball, badminton, table tennis, and shuffleboard. From June through August, the “Colonial Kids Club,” offers supervised activities for children ages 5 to 12, including arts and crafts, 18th-century children’s games, and visits to sites in the Historic Area. Lunch is provided. Activities vary daily.




    The Woodlands fitness center, which is located on the promenade leading to Colonial Williamsburg’s Visitor Center, provides guests the opportunity to stay in shape with free weights, tread-mill, elliptical machines, a Smith machine, and a stationary bike. Towels and bathroom services are offered on-site.


  




  COUNTRY INN & SUITES BY CARLSON WILLIAMSBURG EAST $$




  7135 Pocahontas Trail (US Route 60)


  (757) 229-6900


  www.countryinns.com




  Formerly the Park Inn, this 88-room property was renovated in 2006. Located between Busch Gardens and the Historic Area, the entire hotel is nonsmoking. Continental breakfast, wireless Internet access, and cable TV are included in the room rate. Kids can splash in an outdoor pool during warm weather. The inn is wheelchair accessible.




  COUNTRY INN & SUITES BY CARLSON WILLIAMSBURG HISTORIC AREA $$




  400 Bypass Rd.


  (757) 259-7990, (800) 456-4000


  www.countryinns.com




  This modern, 66-room hotel is a favorite for families who need a little extra space. In addition to standard guest rooms—all with country-style decor—the hotel offers a variety of suites. Kids will love the indoor pool and Jacuzzi, and their parents can check out the fitness room. The hotel also provides a free continental breakfast, free newspaper, and free wireless Internet. Each room has a television with a DVD player. For lunch or dinner, there are several restaurants within walking distance.




  CROWNE PLAZA WILLIAMSBURG HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER $$




  6945 Pocahontas Trail (US Route 60)


  (757) 220-2250, (800) 227-6963


  www.cpwilliamsburghotel.com




  Convenient to both I-64 and the Historic Area, the most interesting facet of this upscale hotel’s location is how close it was to the action 150 years ago: it sits on the site of the Civil War’s 1862 Battle of Williamsburg. With 303 guest rooms, this is one of the larger hotels in the area and a popular conference location. Visitors can gaze at an actual redoubt from the earthworks of Fort Magruder on the hotel’s grounds and examine Civil War artifacts on display in the hotel lobby. The 26,000 square feet of conference space honors the location’s role in the War Between the States with meeting rooms named Lee’s Redoubt, Grant’s Redoubt, and one that always stops first-time visitors in their tracks: Hooker’s Redoubt—named for the Union general. All guest rooms have cable TV and complimentary high-speed Internet access. You’ll also find a seasonal outdoor pool, indoor pool, fitness center, gift shop, lighted tennis courts, and two restaurants—Veranda’s, offering breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and JB’s Tavern. Room service is also available 24 hours. Smoking is permitted in some rooms but not in the public areas. The hotel has twelve ADA-accessible rooms, including four with roll-in showers. Pets under 40 pounds are welcome, with a one-time cleaning charge of $45 per stay.




  DAYS INN—CENTRAL $




  1900 Richmond Rd.


  (757) 229-6600, (800) 329-7466




  The Days Inn in Williamsburg was completely renovated in 2006, and is a short driving distance from all the major attractions. The 85 guest rooms have small refrigerators, irons and ironing boards, AM-FM clock radios, and cable TV with HBO. Wireless Internet access, local calls, and breakfast are included in the room rate. There is a business center on the property and an outdoor pool, open seasonally. Wheelchair-accessible rooms are available, as are nonsmoking rooms. There are many restaurants within walking distance, as well as Yankee Candle store and the Ripley’s Believe It or Not attraction, which is across the street.




  DAYS INN—COLONIAL DOWNTOWN $




  902 Richmond Rd.


  (757) 229-5060, (800) 743-4883


  www.showhotel.com/daysinn/2318501




  This two-story, 100-room Days Inn is very popular due to its location within walking distance of both the Historic Area and the College of William and Mary. Renovated in 2005, it has the amenities expected from this national chain—clean rooms, friendly service, cable TV, an outdoor pool, meeting rooms, and a complimentary continental breakfast. Wireless Internet access is included in the room rate. A good choice if your destination is any of the in-town attractions, it’s also only a short drive to shopping, Busch Gardens, or Water Country USA. Nonsmoking rooms and wheelchair-accessible rooms are available.




  DAYS INN—COLONIAL RESORT $




  720 Lightfoot Rd.


  (757) 220-0062, (888) 345-3470


  www.williamsburgvacations.com




  Hanging plants and wicker rockers on the front porch gives this Days Inn, closest to the outlet shopping area, an inviting country-home feel. Inside, the cozy lobby is equally inviting with a fireplace, comfy sofas, and a pot of freshly brewed coffee. This 120-room hotel features an indoor pool that opens to an outdoor sundeck. If you didn’t get enough walking during the day, there is a treadmill in the fitness center. Younger visitors may prefer the game room. This five-story inn opened in August 2000 with a meeting room, hospitality suite, and deluxe rooms with either two doubles or one king-size bed. Guests also have access to a coin-operated washer and dryer. You can sit back and watch cable TV with HBO in the evening and start your day off with a continental breakfast. High-speed Internet access throughout the building is included in the room rate.




  DAYS INN—HISTORIC AREA $–$$




  331 Bypass Rd.


  (757) 253-1166, (800) 759-1166


  www.williamsburgvacations.com




  Free coffee, tea, and cookies all day are a nice touch at this 120-room motel, just a short drive from the Historic Area, Richmond Road shopping, Busch Gardens, and Water Country USA. AARP members receive a 10 percent discount. Other amenities include small group meeting rooms, a heated outdoor pool and Jacuzzi, a game room, volleyball court, and even a cozy lobby with a fireplace. At this hotel, guests also find cable TV, wheelchair-accessible rooms, and nonsmoking rooms. Wireless Internet access is included in the room rate, and there is a business center on the property. The entire fourth floor is a penthouse with a king-size brass bed in the master bedroom. A complimentary continental breakfast is included with your stay, and several restaurants are within walking distance of the hotel, including the Gazebo, located next-door, open for breakfast and lunch.




  

    [image: image] Close-up


  




  

    Babysitting Services for Visitors




    Though Williamsburg is an exceedingly family friendly destination, there are things to do—tour the Williamsburg Winery, sample the fare at Aleworks Microbrewery, dine at the fabulous French restaurant Le Yaca—that would be more fun without your little darlings. For you and them.




    Due to liability concerns, few hotels offer to arrange babysitting services anymore, though both the Kingsmill Resort and the lodgings at Colonial Williamsburg are exceptions. (Both also offer summer day camps for kids.)




    Another option is the referral list maintained by the Child and Family Connection, a nonprofit organization. Child care providers on this agency’s babysitting list have completed criminal background checks and are certified in CPR and first aid. “Most of the people on the list are people who work in child care during the day and have to have those qualifications anyway,” said Mary Minor, the agency’s director.




    Though Minor’s agency will provide referrals, the fee is negotiated between the provider and the family seeking babysitting services.




    People relocating to Williamsburg may also find this agency helpful in finding ongoing child care. The connection has a directory of licensed, home-based care providers, day-care centers, and nanny services. The staff also maintains a resource library of books and videos pertaining to many aspects of parenting, including immunizations and health care. It offers support services to parents interested in shared care (matching up mothers of toddlers interested in trading days off), and to people interested in starting a home-based child care business. For any of the services mentioned above, call the Connection at (757) 229-7940.


  




  ECONO LODGE PARKWAY/HISTORIC AREA $




  442 Parkway Dr.


  (757) 229-7564


  www.econolodgewilliamsburgva.com




  This hotel, located within walking distance of many restaurants and close to the Historic Area, received a complete makeover in 2009, with remodeled bathrooms, new bedspreads and window treatments in guest rooms, and new carpet throughout. There is an outdoor pool, free continental breakfast and a guest laundry. Wireless Internet access is included in the room rate. Each room has cable TV, a microwave, and a refrigerator. A second Econo Lodge, located at 216 Parkway Dr., has different ownership and is open seasonally. For information on that location, call (757) 253-6450, in season.
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