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  Fishing Alabama




  Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date


  




  Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—roads are detoured, phone numbers change, facilities come under new management, etc.




  We would love to hear from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:




  The Globe Pequot Press




  Reader Response/Editorial Department




  P.O. Box 480




  Guilford, CT 06437




  Or you may e-mail us at:




  editorial@GlobePequot.com




  Thanks for your input, and happy fishing!
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  A fine misty morning makes for perfect west-central Alabama fishing conditions.
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  Preface


  




  One of the best things about writing a book is the fact that very often the writer learns much more from the field research than even the readers of the book. Such is very likely the case with this book. I have been fortunate to learn so much about my home state and the excellence and the tremendous scope of the fishing to be enjoyed here.




  I would like to assure the reader of this book that I do not present myself as the final authority on “All Things To Do with Alabama Fishing.” However, I am somebody who has spent a lifetime fishing in lots of different places, and I try to learn something new each time I go on the water. There is so much to be learned about fishing in Alabama that it would be impossible for one person to know it all, so please think of me as a fellow learner who observes and listens to those anglers who have far greater and wider knowledge, experience, and skill with fishing in this state. This book is my attempt to pass that knowledge along.




  If I have any particular advantage over the average angler in Alabama that makes it possible for me to put this book together, it must be that my full-time work as a teacher in the Alabama public schools provides me with more time to spend on the water in pursuit of information, at least during the summer seasons.




  I can’t pretend that I have exhausted all possible places and techniques for great fishing in Alabama in this book. I’ve only scratched the surface, as I have come to realize from my research. However, I have tried very hard to present as wide a view of fishing in this state, from tiny mountain streams in the far north, to the large lakes in the middle parts of the state, to the vastness and wonder of the Alabama Gulf Coast waters. No doubt I have left many great fishing places out, but perhaps that may be corrected in the future.




  It is my hope that anglers will enjoy this book, and perhaps be motivated to expand their own fishing experiences from something I have included in this book. I assure all, I have benefited very much from my work writing this book, and I hope to continue my research for many years.




  Introduction


  




  Anyone who is lucky enough to go fishing in Alabama will soon realize that he or she is in a good place. It really doesn’t matter where in the state a person may be; good fishing is not far away. Alabama’s major reservoirs and impoundments cover over a half-million acres. There are twenty-three smaller state-operated public fishing lakes scattered over the entire state. More than 77,000 miles of creeks, streams, and rivers offer fishing opportunities to anglers in Alabama. From the Appalachian Mountains and the Tennessee River Valley in the north to the swamps and bayous of the coastal south, Alabama anglers and Alabama fishing take a backseat to no one anywhere. The state is simply a great big fishing destination of world-class proportions. The hardest part of fishing in this state is selecting just what sort of fishing you want to do and where you want to do it.




  The Alabama freshwater fishery, with its wide range of bass species, offers some of the best bass fishing in the world. The Crappie Capital of the World is located in Alabama, too. Countless smaller waters and huge impoundments produce panfish and catfish in abundance. Anglers can even catch the elusive rainbow trout in Alabama waters. Quite simply, there are many places to go fishing and many kinds of fish to catch in Alabama.




  Although Alabama’s Gulf coastline is limited in size, with only about 30 miles of actual coastline, some of the best saltwater fishing in the country is found here. Two first-rate marina and dock areas, Dauphin Island and Orange Beach, offer both resident and visiting anglers easy and safe access to the Gulf. Inshore salt-water anglers and offshore people alike can expect good and even great fishing from Alabama salt waters. Alabama has just about the best and most intense artificial reef construction program in the nation, and sport fishing benefits mightily from these reefs. Everything from highway wreckage to surplus army tanks to destroyed bridge materials have been placed on the bottom of the Alabama Gulf, where it attracts and holds a wide range of gamefish. For example, Alabama is red snapper central for the entire country, and anglers come from all over the nation and the world to fish for these beautiful and delicious reef-fish. Alabama’s offshore Gulf waters produce large numbers of tuna, billfish, dolphin, and big mackerel every year.




  An angler would have to look pretty far and wide to find another place that offers homefolks and visitors alike such a diversity of fishing possibilities. Before we look at specific places and specific fish to catch, there are some general topics we need to be familiar with.




  Weather and Fishing




  The two things cannot be separated. Fishing is greatly influenced by the weather. Anyone who has fished for long knows that often when the weather is awful, the fish really bite. Anglers can’t always pick sunny, warm, pleasant days to fish. However, it’s no fun fishing when the angler is miserable from lack of proper protection. Alabama anglers, like anglers just about everywhere, must be aware of the weather going on and act accordingly.




  Because Alabama’s geography varies so widely, it is possible for the state to have cold, breezy, downright hazardous winter weather in the northern lakes and rivers while in the south and Gulf Coast, folks are fishing in shirtsleeves and shorts. Winter weather in particular can make selection of garments and protective gear quite a chore. When serious winter cold fronts blow through, Alabama anglers need serious protective garments, especially if riding in fast bass boats for extended runs. Even on the gentle Gulf Coast where it never gets very chilly for long, a cold front with wind and rain can make fishing unbearable if the angler is not prepared and dressed properly. Anglers in Alabama, especially in winter, should be dressed in layers so that clothing can be added or removed to match changing conditions.




  Regardless of the season, the entire state of Alabama receives a great deal of rain, so anglers must be prepared for wet fishing conditions. Lightweight parka-type rain jackets that can be folded up into very compact bundles and stored on the boat or in a backpack are good things to have at any time. A head-to-foot lightweight rain suit is an even better idea. A light rain shower in the heat of summer can be refreshing and nice, but a downpour with wind, lightning, and torrential rain is no fun at any time. Getting wet in cold weather can be dangerous, not to mention miserable.




  Spring weather in Alabama is often wonderful, but anglers must always keep in mind that a “Canada Clipper” cold front is always possible and that a cold wind can bring fishing to a complete halt. It seems that right around Easter nearly every year, a sharp cold front blows through and brings the spring fishing to a halt for a few days. Spring cold fronts never last long, but they can be unpleasant when they arrive. I can vividly remember shivering from the cruel north wind on a spring break trip to Lake Guntersville: I was too cold to fish because I was unprepared.




  Summer weather in Alabama has its own set of considerations. Summer days in Alabama tend to be quite hot and humid and are often punctuated with violent afternoon thunderstorms. We can work around the heat and humidity by fishing early and late when the air and water are cooler, but when thunderheads pile up and thunder begins to rumble, anglers need to be careful. Trying to ride out a thunderstorm on a large lake or river is not wise. Winds can get quite violent, and lightning and water are not good together. Trying to ride out a thunderstorm on the open Gulf is always hazardous, and things out on the Gulf can get very bad. In addition to the normal dangers of thunderstorms, Gulf storms tend to produce water spouts: open ocean tornados. These little fellows are not the sort of thing anglers want to be involved with.




  Autumn in Alabama can be grand. Along with football—we do enjoy football in this state, by the way—fishing is probably the most popular autumn activity for many, many residents and visitors. In general, autumn weather is the most settled of the year with cooler temperatures, fewer folks on the water, and fish feeding actively in preparation for winter. However, hurricanes come in the fall, and these terrible storms don’t just affect the coast. When a hurricane comes ashore in Alabama, very often it creates storm conditions the entire breadth of the state. Storms in Birmingham and even farther north can be expected from hurricanes. When a hurricane is in the Gulf and approaching Alabama’s coast, anglers should keep an eye and ear open to determine the probable path and take appropriate measures. Keep in mind that after a bad tropical storm passes, very often the finest weather of the whole year occurs, and very often fish bite very well, especially in the coastal areas.




  Safety




  Want to bring a promising fishing trip to a halt? Nothing beats a bad sunburn for putting the brakes on a fishing trip. Alabama’s summer sun is intense, and even visitors who are well-tanned from their resident sunshine get badly burned when they come to Alabama unprepared. Both resident and visiting anglers should always use sunscreen and lots of it. The higher the ultraviolet protective rating, the better. The newer spray-on sunblocks are very convenient for anglers and don’t require the angler to rub the sunscreen in the skin for protection (some sunscreens have an unpleasant taste for fish). Especially on the Gulf Coast where summer sun can be almost unbearable in the middle of the day, anglers should protect their skin. Hats, long pants in lightweight fabric, and long-sleeve shirts are all good. To our visitors on the Gulf Coast, I highly recommend timing your beach trips for early in the morning and late in the afternoon when the sun is not so brutally strong. The sun reflects off the white sand of the beaches, and it increases the probability of serious sunburn. This is no joking matter, especially for children.




  A special mention must be made about sunglasses. A long day of super-bright summer sun is very hard on the eyes, and it can be harmful to long-term vision, so a good pair of sunglasses is a must. Of course, good polarized glasses have the additional benefit of cutting water surface glare and helping an angler spot a fish before the fish spots the angler. Putting on the ’glasses should be the first thing an angler does upon waking up each morning.




  It should go without saying, but I can’t let this chance to preach go by without mentioning personal floatation devices. I know that everyone understands not having a life preserver of some kind close at hand when on a boat is dumb. However, I also know that almost every angler who has been fishing for any length of time could tell stories of bad things that almost happened—or did happen—because of missing PFDs. This is particularly true for small children. Have an appropriate floatation device for each person, have it close, and when moving in the boat, have it on. There now, that’s the sermon. (I will try to remember it myself when I’m fishing, too.)




  Anglers in Alabama, especially river and stream anglers, have another concern. Be careful of strong currents. Be aware that current flow can change quickly, especially around navigation locks and dams. Also, fishing in tailrace waters below dams requires a great deal of attention. An angler wading in downstream waters must keep a constant vigilant eye on rapidly rising water. Very strong water flows can arrive with little or no warning. When fishing in the Gulf, tides can be very strong. Anglers need to be aware of this whether they are wading from the beach or fishing from a boat in the passes. Tides and boat wakes can take a wader’s legs out from under him or her or put a small boat up on jetty rocks very quickly: Keep an eye open for what’s going on around you.




  Dangerous Critters




  Along with weather conditions that can be challenging, anglers in Alabama must be vigilant when in the presence of wildlife. Some potentially dangerous animals make their homes either near the water or in it. When we go fishing, we may also be putting ourselves in the presence of the animals. However, just a little preparation and observation in most cases will either keep us from meeting potentially dangerous critters, or at least keep the danger to a minimum.




  Bank anglers and wade anglers are at the most risk from critter encounters. Any time we go fishing from the land, we need to keep our eyes open because we’re in “their” territory. Let’s look at the most likely potentially dangerous animals we’ll meet when fishing.




  Snakes




  Face it: They’re out there, and some of them are very dangerous. Alabama is home to a wide range of snakes, and all of them orient to water at some time or other. Some poisonous snakes live in the water, so we’ve got to be aware of them. By wearing good footwear—high-topped wading boots are good—and especially watching where we step before we put our foot down, we can avoid most snake encounters.




  In Alabama the most dangerous snakes likely to be encountered when fishing are cottonmouths. These are not nice snakes. They are quite poisonous, and they are not shy. This is one snake that may or may not back up when approached by a human. I have had cottonmouths approach me—out of curiosity, I believe—but it is quite unnerving when a big, thick, ugly cottonmouth comes close. By the way, the absolute best way in the world to get up close and personal with a cottonmouth is to drop caught fish on the bank behind you so you can get right back to the fishing. Cottonmouths will come to a flopping fish like little kids come to ice cream. When you are bank fishing, put caught fish on a stringer or in an ice chest immediately. No kidding: Letting fish flop on the bank is begging for trouble.




  When fishing in thick timber, watch where you put your hands. Don’t just reach over a fallen log either on the bank or out in the water. There may be something you really don’t want to touch on the other side.




  There are rattlesnakes in Alabama, and sometimes they will be found near water. Be especially snake-aware in dry times. Snakes will go to water when there is a drought, and they may not want to move for you. Most of the time, rattlesnakes will be away from fishing areas, but if you have to hike in to a creek or river, you may come up on a rattler. The best advice when dealing with a rattlesnake is to go around and give the snake plenty of room. When going around, watch where you step. For some reason, poisonous snakes are often found in small groups, so be careful when you see one snake. There may be another close at hand.




  Finally, when dealing with snakes, keep in mind that snakebites in Alabama are almost never fatal. Please note that I didn’t say they were fun. All reports I’ve read indicate poisonous snakebites hurt very much and make the bitten person quite sick. I have never been bitten, and by being careful, I plan to keep it that way!




  Alligators




  We share our lovely state with a large number of gators. Their numbers can range from being nonexistent in the northern lakes to being found just about every 50 feet or so on the banks of the Mobile Delta. Now, it is a shock for an angler to look around and see a 12-foot alligator sharing the same part of the lake or river. Trust me on this one, it is a shock; however, gators are not genetically programmed to see two-legged creatures that are the size of humans as potential food. Anglers run into trouble with gators for basically three reasons: One, the angler gets between momma gator and her nest or babies; two, the angler runs into a gator that has learned that humans feed them; and three, perhaps most dangerous of all, the angler has a dog along. This is serious: Gators don’t see people as potential food, but Fido is a meal on paws. Every year many dogs are eaten by alligators in southern Alabama, and it’s not a good way to see a family pet die. I wouldn’t take a dog on a boat in the Mobile Delta or any of the southern Alabama rivers, and I absolutely would not take a dog on a bank fishing trip. Other than that, I really don’t worry about alligators that much, and they are pretty cool to see.




  Dangerous Saltwater Critters




  Salt water presents a whole different range of potential animal problems for anglers. There are several things in the salt water that can hurt you. Probably the most common harmful critter in salt water is the jellyfish. There are many, many kinds of jellyfish, and some are no problem at all. Just the same, if you are wade fishing on the Gulf Coast and a Portuguese man o’ war jellyfish comes in contact with you, you will discover a new meaning of pain. These terrible things hurt very much—it feels like fire—and it doesn’t rub off. Jellyfish stings seem to hurt children even more than adults. Man o’ war jellies are pretty easy to recognize; they are either purple or blue, and they float on the top of the water on what looks like an inflated purple sandwich bag. If an angler should come in contact with one—and there will be absolutely no doubt if it happens—the only thing to do is to immediately coat the stung area with unflavored meat tenderizer, just like you would put on a tough steak before cooking it. The meat tenderizer has an enzyme that neutralizes the stinging cells. I recommend all surf anglers buy and keep a small jar of meat tenderizer with them. Anglers, be aware that if you drag a fishing line against a man o’ war and get some of the stinging tentacles on the line, if you touch the line, you’ll get stung just the same as if the whole animal were there. These jellyfish are trouble, and sometimes they are thick in the water.




  Another bad character in salt water that anglers have to be aware of is the sting-ray. These fish lie on the bottom, and if someone steps right on one, the fish may or may not inflict a very bad sting with a pencil-size barb that grows on top of its tail. Generally, if the ray does sting a person, the barbed stinger goes into the bone and then breaks off; the hospital emergency room is the next stop. Everything possible should be done to eliminate angler/stingray encounters. Anglers should not pick up their feet when wade fishing, but instead should shuffle their feet along to kick the ray before a foot comes down directly on it. Most serious stings happen when an angler backs up out of deeper water into shallow water or when an angler tries to remove a hook from a stingray to release it. Don’t try to de-hook a stingray. Cut the line and let it go on its way.




  Finally, possibly the most easily overlooked potential bad guy in salt water is the common oyster. That’s right, the same guy you might have had a couple dozen of fried up and served with a few cold ones. How could an oyster hurt anyone? Well, he really can’t, but his razor-sharp shell edges can. If a barefoot angler steps on an oyster shell—and the things grow everywhere in salt water that they can find a solid base to attach to—that angler’s foot will be badly cut, and oyster cuts nearly always seem to get infected. Some very serious infections can be caused by oyster cuts. Saltwater anglers should wear good footwear, not flip-flops, when wade fishing.




  Did you notice that I haven’t talked about sharks? It’s not because they aren’t out there in the Gulf. They are, and in very great numbers, too. However, sharks are in much more danger from us than we are from them. Sharks will bite people, and when they do, it can be very bad. Most of the time, sharks just don’t want to have anything to do with humans. In fact, most shark bites occur when an angler is trying to get a shark off a hook. The best way to avoid shark bite is to simply cut the fishing line and let the shark swim away. The bigger the shark, the farther up the line it should be cut. Do not try to remove a hook from a shark; that’s chasing trouble fast. Cut the line and let it go.




  Insects




  Small critters can be the worst of all. I’m talking about bugs here. The state bird of Alabama ought to be the mosquito, because they are probably the most common flying creature in the state. Any angler anywhere in Alabama is subject to being bitten by mosquitoes. It goes without saying that anglers should use insect repellent, and in places where mosquitoes are particularly bad, anglers may have to resort to hats and headnets to keep the nasty biting things out of their eyes and noses. Long sleeves and long pants can help, but nothing seems to discourage the buzzing things for very long. I hate them.




  Ticks and chiggers can be a problem in upland and wooded parts of Alabama. They don’t seem to be nearly as thick in the southern parts of the state, and they are nonexistent on the coast. However, a hike through the woods to get to a fine bass creek in the Talladega Wilderness woods can collect an angler a fine batch of ticks. There are some pretty effective repellents on the market, and I would use them. How to get ticks and chiggers off? There are lots of ways to remove ticks, but the way I like best is to drive to the Gulf of Mexico and swim in the surf. The salt water kills them dead, and they fall off. It’s true, I promise. It works for dogs, too.




  To me, the worst of the bad small critters in Alabama are deerflies. I truly hate them. They can be found anywhere from the northern mountain lakes and streams to the beaches on the Gulf. They come in various sizes and colors—some have yellow heads and some have green—and when they bite, it hurts! I have found no good repellent, and they are too fast to slap. The only remedy I’ve found is to crank up the motor and speed away.




  So that’s about it for dangerous animals. There are bears in a few parts of Alabama, and a very few panthers, too. However, they pose no threat to anglers, and most anglers would consider themselves very lucky to get a glimpse of a wild bear or panther.




  A little bit of care and attention should keep most potentially harmful angler-critter meetings from becoming a headline on the evening news.




  Alabama Fishing Regulations




  Basically it comes down to this: If you fish in Alabama, you will need a license if you are between the ages of sixteen and sixty-four. Annual fishing licenses are good for one year from the date of purchase; the prices listed here are for 2008. Alabama makes saltwater seven-day-trip licenses for seven consecutive days from date of purchase; this is a very handy option for vacationers. The annual saltwater license for residents is $16; the seven-day trip is $6, and the disabled angler license is $1.




  For freshwater anglers, the annual license costs $9.50. By the way, the dividing line between freshwater and salt water is Interstate 10 in south Alabama. North of the interstate, you’re in freshwater. South of the interstate, it’s salt water. Combination fresh/saltwater licenses are available.




  Licenses can be obtained online or by phone. To obtain specific details, anglers should contact the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources at (888) 848-6887.




  Specific species limits and size restrictions can be obtained by contacting the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. I didn’t include specific limits for each species in this guide because these restrictions are changed by the authorities fairly often, especially in the Gulf of Mexico. Before going on a fishing trip, check online at the Outdoor Alabama Web site (www.outdooralabama.com) to obtain specific limits.




  Alabama’s Angler Recognition Program




  Alabama has a number of programs that are designed to give acknowledgment to anglers who make significant catches of gamefish—records, in other words. The state has been maintaining records since the 1950s, and the process for recording the catch of record fish is really pretty simple. In order to be accepted as a new species record, a fish that weighs more than the current record must have its weighing on certified scales witnessed by two observers, the species must be identified by a state fisheries biologist, and there must be a side-view photograph. All rules and applications are available on the Outdoor Alabama Web site.




  In addition to state records, there are also individual lake records for all four bass species (largemouth, smallmouth, spotted, and redeye). The potential record bass must meet the minimum weight requirements listed in the tables prepared by the state, have two witnesses of the weighing, be positively identified by a state biologist, and have a side-view photo. All applications for potential lake records must be returned within three months of the catch.




  Master and Trophy Angler Certifications are made to honor folks who make an outstanding catch. Specific species requirements and guidelines are provided on the Master/Trophy Angler Recognition Form, which can be found on the Outdoor Alabama Web site. Other recognitions for these anglers are provided.




  In addition to these programs, a Black Bass Grand Slam recognition is made to any angler who catches all four species of bass included in the program.




  Although these recognition programs may seem by some to be a selfish attempt to gain attention for catching fish, the information provided by anglers who participate in the programs is invaluable to the state for planning and evaluation purposes. The general information is also presented to all anglers in the annual report from the Bass Anglers Information Team (BAIT).




  Fishing Accessible to Everyone




  Not everyone fishes the same way, and some anglers need a little extra help in order to put bait before the fish. Alabama tries to make sure that all anglers have access to fishing, even if this means that special provisions must be provided. The following sites are all wheelchair accessible: Wilson Dam, Fayette County Public Fishing Lake, Cedar Lake at Slickrock Pavilion, Lamar County Public Fishing Lake, Wheeler Lake at Mallard Creek TVA Day Use Area, Madison County Public Fishing Lake, Wheeler Refuge on pier off Highway 67, and Walker County Public Fishing Lake.




  State Public Fishing Lakes




  Most anglers think of Alabama’s fishing in terms of major impoundments and rivers and even the Gulf of Mexico. In other words, BIG PLACES. However, not everyone can get to these major attractions, and to tell the truth, not everyone wants to go to these places. Many anglers seek out smaller, less crowded, lower-pressure fishing spots. The Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division has just the answer for these folks.




  Twenty-three public fishing lakes have been constructed in parts of the state where natural fishing waters are either hard to reach or just not present. All of these lakes, which range in size from 13 to 184 acres, are stocked with largemouth bass, bluegill, redear sunfish, and channel catfish. Crappie have been stocked in addition to these species in several of the public lakes. Hybrid striped bass and even rainbow trout have been stocked in certain lakes.




  Operating hours can change, but most public fishing lakes are open six or seven days each week from February to December. Many of the lakes are closed from December 1 until the end of January for maintenance and stocking. Please check specific lake managers to confirm fishing times.




  These state-operated fishing lakes are great places to take kids or older folks for easy in-easy out fishing. Also, they are great places for us to practice new fishing techniques in real-world situations. We might need a place on the water to practice our fly-casting, for example, where catching a trophy is not as important as perfecting a skill, and perhaps catching a fish while we develop a skill is still a possibility. Anyway, these are nice waters to go for a good day’s fishing. For more information, visit www.outdooralabama.com/fishing/freshwater/where/lakes.




  Locations and Contact Numbers of Public Fishing Lakes




  

    Barbour County Lake near Clayton: (334) 775-7123




    Bibb County Lake near Centreville: (205) 938-2124




    Chambers County Lake near Lafayette: (334) 864-8145




    Clay County Lake near Delta: (256) 488-0038




    Coffee County Lake near Elba: (334) 897-8212




    Crenshaw County Lake near Luverne: (334) 335-2572




    Dale County Lake near Ozark: (334) 774-0588




    Dallas County Lake near Selma: (334) 874-8804




    DeKalb County Lake near Sylvania: (256) 657-3000




    Escambia County Lake near Brewton: (251) 809-0068




    Fayette County Lake near Fayette: (205) 932-6548




    Geneva County Lakes near Enterprise: (334) 684-9434




    Lamar County Lake near Vernon: (205) 695-8640




    Lee County Lake near Opelika: (334) 749-1275




    Madison County Lake near Huntsville (trout fishing from Thanksgiving until March): (256) 776-4905




    Marion County Lake near Guin: (205) 921-7856




    Monroe County Lake near Beatrice: (251) 789-2104




    Pike County Lake near Troy: (334) 484-9610




    Walker County Lake near Jasper: (205) 221-1801




    Washington County Lake near Millry: (251) 846-2512


  




  How to Use This Guide




  I have made every effort to keep this guide as simple and easy to use as possible. I have tried to present as much information as possible about specific gamefish and places to fish for them without loading the pages down with needless words. Here’s the way this guide is designed to work.




  In the individual site descriptions, I’ve tried to represent the different regions of Alabama as fairly as I could. There are so many great places to fish here, and so many different ways to fish, some locations just had to be left out. What follows is an explanation of how each site description is organized.




  Each site description starts with a Key species section that lists the most commonly caught gamefish in that location. Following that, an Overview section includes a brief summary of the area, followed by a more detailed Description section. The fishing section goes into more detail about equipment, lures, technique, and other specifics. That is followed by a section that provides page numbers and grids that allow you to locate specific sites by referring to DeLorme’s excellent Alabama Atlas & Gazetteer (found at any bookstore). This atlas is a great resource for any angler who wishes to do a little paper exploring. A Camping section provides information to the closest facilities. Of course, preference was given to public campground and parks, but when public facilities are not present, private locations are given. Tips and cautions includes insider advice or safety warnings. Directions are given from larger cities and intersections to make driving and towing a boat easier. Most sites in this guidebook can be driven to in street vehicles; no sites that require off-road vehicles are listed. Finally, the For more information section directs anglers to sources of further information. Complete contact information for these agencies and organizations can be found in the appendix.




  Final Comments




  There are so many fine places in Alabama to fish that anglers might come to think of Alabama as having unlimited fishing and unlimited fishing locations, and therefore, no care of the water or shoreline should be needed. This is far from true. All of Alabama’s fishing water needs and deserves constant attention and diligence from anglers. For instance, anglers must be careful to not just wad up and toss old fishing line into the water or shoreline. I know, we all get in a hurry to fish and want to clear our reels so we can make the next cast, but we can’t just throw old line away. Discarded fishing line can become a death trap for wildlife. All trash looks bad, and it can be hazardous to waders and boaters. Garbage dumped into creeks and rivers is unforgivable. Anglers must be at the forefront in the struggle to keep our waters and shorelines clean.




  Apparently, Alabama is inhabited by a large tribe of yahoos who think that any stream, river, or lake exists to provide them a disposal place for their trash. It is infuriating for an angler to visit a beautiful fishing spot only to find someone has dumped several loads of trash in the creek. We anglers can do a couple of things in this situation: One, walk on past and try to ignore the mess; or two, try to pack at least a little bit of the mess away to proper disposal sites. I’d like to suggest to all of us anglers that choice number 2 is our best bet to maintain our streams and lakes in their best condition.




  Another final comment I would like to make to my fellow anglers is that we all need to try to include our younger family members in our fishing lives. Little kids have trouble being quiet. Little kids don’t really see much difference between that five-pound bass you think you can catch and a pint-size bluegill, but taking kids fishing can be some of the best time ever spent with them. I fished with all of my kids when they were small, and those trips are some of the best memories I have. Parents, remember that these same little kids who you introduce to fishing when they are small are the same people who may take you fishing when they get older. Also, I have not heard of many teenagers getting in much serious trouble while they were fishing. As a parent and a teacher for a long time, I think that if more parents took their kids fishing, there would be fewer incidents of trouble for the police to handle.
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