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  Yuck and his friends were playing football in the park. Yuck dribbled the ball around a dog poo then passed it to Little Eric who volleyed it to Schoolie Julie who back-heeled

  it to Tom Bum who chipped it to Fartin Martin who scissor-kicked it to Tall Paul who headed it to Clip-Clop Chloe who chipped it to Ben Bong who booted it to Kate the Skate who crossed it to Megan

  the Mouth who ran towards goal...




  Frank the Tank was in goal. “No one scores past me!” he said waving his arms.




  Megan the Mouth hesitated, unsure which way he’d dive.




  Yuck raced up the pitch. “Over here, Megan!” he called.




  Megan the Mouth passed the ball to Yuck, and he did a POWER STRIKE, blasting it as hard as he could. As he shot, a cloud of stinky cheesy gas puffed from his football boot.
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  “Phwoargh!” Frank the Tank said, smelling the pong. He covered his nose with his hands, and the ball shot straight past him blasting right through the net.




  “Goal!” everyone cheered.




  “Nice shot, Yuck,” Little Eric said. “If we play as good as this next weekend, we’ll definitely win the cup.”




  They were practising for next weekend’s Cup Final between Yuck’s All Stars and Hooray United. It was to be the biggest match of the year and Yuck was the All Star’s star player

  and captain.




  Frank the Tank wafted his hands to clear the stinky air. “Hooray United don’t stand a chance against your stinky boots, Yuck!”




  Yuck smiled. His football boots were mouldy and muddy and stank of toe cheese – and that’s just how he liked them. They were his lucky boots and had scored the winning goal in every

  game this season.




  Yuck saw the football rolling across the park from his POWER STRIKE. His sister, Polly Princess, and her friend, Juicy Lucy, were playing on the swings. He saw Polly dash to the ball and pick it

  up.




  “Can we have it back, please?” Yuck called, running over.




  Polly threw the ball into the duck pond. “Oops, I seem to have dropped it,” she said.




  “Hey, that’s our team ball!” Yuck told her.




  While Little Eric and Schoolie Julie ran to the pond to retrieve the ball, Yuck stood nose-to-nose with Polly. “There was no need for that,” he said to her.




  “You and your silly football team are just a bunch of losers,” Polly sneered.
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  Little Eric and Schoolie Julie rushed over with the ball. They were wet and covered in pondweed.




  “Did you have to do that, Polly?” Schoolie Julie asked. “We’re trying to practise.”




  Polly eyed Schoolie Julie from head to toe and sniggered. “Practising to be swamp monsters by the looks of it.”




  “Actually, we’re practising for the Cup Final,” Little Eric said proudly. “We’re going to win the trophy.”




  Polly’s eyes widened. “What trophy?” she asked.




  

    

      [image: ]


    


  




  “The Cup Final trophy,” Yuck told her. “The biggest trophy of all.”




  Yuck turned his back on Polly and walked away with Little Eric and Schoolie Julie.




  Polly ran after them. “Yuck, please can I play in the Cup Final too?” she asked.




  “Thanks, Polly, but we’ve already got enough players,” Yuck replied.




  “I could play instead of Schoolie Julie,” Polly said, pushing Schoolie Julie to the ground.
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  Schoolie Julie got to her feet and wiped the mud from her knees. “I’m not giving my place to a bully,” she said to Polly.




  “Yeah, Polly, find your own team to play with,” Little Eric added.




  Polly stomped off across the park, and Juicy Lucy ran from the swings to join her.




  “How come you want to play in the Cup Final, Polly?” Juicy Lucy asked. “You don’t even like football.”




  “You heard what they said: the winning team gets a trophy.”




  “So?”




  “So I LOVE trophies,” Polly said. “I want it for myself.” She glanced past the trees to the far side of the park where another football team was practising. “Hmm...

  and I think I know a way to get it.”




  Polly and Lucy ran across the park towards the other team. They were wearing gold-and-white-striped shirts. It was Hooray United, the team that Yuck’s All Stars would be playing in the Cup

  Final.




  “Coo-ee, I’m here,” Polly called to them.




  Hooray United’s players looked over. “Who are you?” they asked.




  Polly smiled. “I’m your new captain.”
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