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How to Use This Book


This is the perfect ACT prep book for the overextended high-schooler with a hyperactive lifestyle. ACT for Busy Students Fifth Edition crunches Kaplan’s years of test-prep know-how into a book that’s fast, easy to read, and effective.


Here’s how. Studying for the ACT is pretty straightforward:


• You learn overall test-taking skills and strategies.


• You learn Reading and English skills and strategies.


• You learn Math and Science skills and strategies.


• You learn the optional Writing skills and strategies.


• You apply these skills and strategies on a full-length practice ACT.


ACT for Busy Students Fifth Edition teaches the most important skills and strategies in 15 super organized steps. Each Busy step helps you:


• Know the details of each ACT subject test


• Learn the specific skills that help you with that subject test


• Master Kaplan’s proven strategies for answering ACT questions on that subject test


ACT for Busy Students Fifth Edition covers general ACT information and strategies. Each step covers its subject in detail. At the end of the book is a timed, full-length practice ACT. Take it, score it, and you’re ready for the real deal.


Okay, you’re busy, so let’s start.









Customized ACT Study Schedules


Kaplan understands that super busy students like you need to maximize your time and fit your studies into an already crowded schedule. To help you plan, we’ve created four customized study schedules, depending on how much time you have before test day. Use one of these schedules to make the most of your time, or use the blank schedule provided to create your own.


If You Only Have Six Weeks to Test Day


Though it’s a good idea to begin preparing for the ACT as early as possible, if you only have six weeks to study, here’s the schedule for you.








	Days before the ACT

	What to Study






	42 Days before the ACT

	Read Step One: Introduction to the ACT. This will be your introduction to the ACT. Learning about the ACT is one of the most important things you can do when you are getting ready for test day.






	41 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Two: The Subject Tests. Here you will learn more about each of the subject tests that make up the ACT.






	40 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Three: General Test-Taking Strategies. These will apply to every part of the test, so you should focus on these early on.






	39 Days before the ACT

	Take a day off. You’re just getting warmed up in your ACT preparation.






	38 Days before the ACT

	Move on to Part 2. Read Step Four: English Question Types and Strategies. Start with a review of the Kaplan Three-Step Method for ACT English and learn about a few of the kinds of English questions you will see on test day.






	37 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Five: Twelve Classic Grammar Errors. You will have the chance to practice some questions and will learn about some classic grammar errors.






	36 Days before the ACT

	If there is anything that you didn’t understand in Part 2, go back and study it today.






	35 Days before the ACT

	Take a day off. Let your mind and body recover.






	
34 Days before the ACT

	Jump back into the ACT groove with Part 3: The ACT Math Test. Read Step Six: Math Question Types and Strategies. You’ll learn both the Kaplan Three-Step Method for ACT and Kaplan’s Two-Pass Plan for ACT Math.






	33 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Seven: Calculator Techniques. Remember, you can use a calculator on ACT math.






	32 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Eight: Algebra, Coordinate Geometry, Percents, and Averages. Review the question samples.






	31 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Nine: Geometry.






	30 Days before the ACT

	Turn to the Busy Resources and read the first 50 of the 100 Essential Math Concepts. Make sure you’re clear on all of these concepts.






	29 Days before the ACT

	Read the second 50 of the 100 Essential Math Concepts. Make sure you’re clear on all of these concepts.






	28 Days before the ACT

	Take a day off. Let your mind and body recover.






	27 Days before the ACT

	Now you’re ready to tackle ACT Reading. Read Step Ten: Reading Skills.






	26 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Eleven: Reading Question Types and Strategies.






	25 Days before the ACT

	Because you might be tested on vocabulary in context, read Building Your Vocabulary in the Busy Resources.






	24 Days before the ACT

	Read the Word Roots List in the Busy Resources.






	23 Days before the Act

	Take a day off. Let your mind and body recover.






	22 Days before the ACT

	It’s time for ACT Science. Read Step Twelve: Science Skills and Strategies to learn the Kaplan Three-Step Method for ACT Science.






	21 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Thirteen: Experiment Questions to familiarize yourself with Experiment questions.






	20 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Fourteen: The Conflicting Viewpoints Passage. You should complete the practice passage found in this step.






	19 Days before the ACT

	With less than three weeks left until the test, it’s time to forge ahead and read Step Fifteen: Writing Skills and Strategies. This step will prepare you for the optional ACT Writing test.






	
18 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review one of the steps you feel you haven’t mastered yet.






	17 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review one of the steps you feel you haven’t mastered yet.






	16 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review one of the steps you feel you haven’t mastered yet.






	15 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review the Busy Summaries in the Busy Resources. This resource synthesizes all the information from this book into a condensed review you can complete in under an hour.






	14 Days before the ACT

	Take the full-length practice test in Part 7. Use the answer key to calculate a raw score.






	13 Days before the ACT

	Read the answer explanations for every question on the practice test. Be sure to read the explanations not only for questions you got wrong, but also for questions you got right. Kaplan’s detailed answer explanations include strategies and tips for answering similar questions on test day.






	12 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review Part 1: Preparing for the ACT.






	11 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review Part 2: The ACT English Test.






	10 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review Steps Six and Seven.






	9 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review Steps Eight and Nine.






	8 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review the 100 Essential Math Concepts.






	7 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review Steps Ten and Eleven.






	6 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review Building Your Vocabulary and the Word Root List.






	5 Days before the ACT

	Read Stress Management in the Busy Resources.






	4 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review Steps Twelve through Fourteen.






	3 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review Step Fifteen.






	
1 Day before the Test

	Early in the day, go back and review the Busy Summaries in the Busy Resources section. After that, do nothing. Resist the temptation to cram. Put together everything you will need for test day.






	Test Day

	Go into the test room confident that you are well prepared and ace the ACT!









If You Only Have Four Weeks to Test Day


A month is not a lot of time, but this schedule makes the best use of the time you do have before test day.








	Days before the ACT

	What to Study






	28 Days before the ACT

	Read Step One: Introduction to the ACT and Step Two: The Subject Tests. This will be your introduction to the ACT. Learning about the ACT is one of the most important things you can do when you are getting ready for test day.






	27 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Three: General Test-Taking Strategies. These will apply to every part of the test, so you should focus on these early on.






	26 Days before the ACT

	Take a day off. You’re just getting warmed up in your ACT preparation.






	25 Days before the ACT

	Move on to Part 2. Read Step Four: English Question Types and Strategies. Start with a review of the Kaplan Three-Step Method for ACT English and learn about a few of the kinds of English questions you will see on test day.






	24 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Five: Twelve Classic Grammar Errors. You will have the chance to practice some questions and will learn about some classic grammar errors.






	23 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Six: Math Question Types and Strategies. You’ll learn both the Kaplan Three-Step Method for ACT Math and Kaplan’s Two-Pass Plan for ACT Math.






	22 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Seven: Calculator Techniques. Remember, you can use a calculator on ACT math.






	21 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Eight: Algebra, Coordinate Geometry, Percents, and Averages. Review the question samples.






	20 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Nine: Geometry.






	
19 Days before the ACT

	Turn to the Busy Resources and read the 100 Essential Math Concepts. Make sure you’re clear on all of these concepts.






	18 Days before the ACT

	Take a day off. Don’t burn out on your ACT preparation.






	17 Days before the ACT

	Now you’re ready to tackle ACT Reading. Read Step Ten: Reading Skills.






	16 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Eleven: Reading Question Types and Strategies.






	15 Days before the ACT

	Because you might be tested on vocabulary in context, read the Busy Resources: Building Your Vocabulary and Word Root List.






	14 Days before the ACT

	It’s time for ACT Science. Read Step Twelve: Science Skills and Strategies to learn the Kaplan Five-Step Method for ACT Science.






	13 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Thirteen: Experiment Questions to familiarize yourself with Experiment questions.






	12 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Fourteen: The Conflicting Viewpoints Passage. You should complete the practice passage found in this step.






	11 Days before the ACT

	Read Step Fifteen: Writing Skills and Strategies. This step will prepare you for the optional ACT Writing test.






	10 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review one of the steps you feel you haven’t mastered yet.






	9 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review one of the steps you feel you haven’t mastered yet.






	8 Days before the ACT

	Read Stress Management in the Busy Resources.






	7 Days before the ACT

	Take the full-length practice test in Part 7. Use the answer key to calculate a raw score.






	6 Days before the ACT

	Read the answer explanations for every question on the practice test. Be sure to read the explanations not only for questions you got wrong, but also for questions you got right. Kaplan’s detailed answer explanations include strategies and tips for answering similar questions on test day.






	5 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review one of the steps you feel you haven’t mastered yet.






	4 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review one of the steps you feel you haven’t mastered yet.






	
3 Days before the ACT

	Go back and review one of the steps you feel you haven’t mastered yet.






	1 Day before the Test

	Early in the day, go back and review the Busy Summaries in the Busy Resources. After that, do nothing. Resist the temptation to cram. Put together everything you will need for test day.






	Test Day

	Go into the test room confident that you are well prepared and ace the ACT!









If You Only Have Two Weeks to Test Day


Make the most of your time by following this schedule to prepare for test day.








	Days before the ACT

	What to Study






	14 Days before the ACT

	Read Part 1: Preparing for the ACT.






	13 Days before the ACT

	Read Part 2: The ACT English Test.






	12 Days before the ACT

	Read Part 3: The ACT Math Test.






	11 Days before the ACT

	Read the 100 Essential Math Concepts in the Busy Resources.






	10 Days before the ACT

	Read Part 4: The ACT Reading Test.






	9 Days before the ACT

	Read Building Your Vocabulary and the Word Root List in the Busy Resources.






	8 Days before the ACT

	Read Part 5: The ACT Science Test.






	7 Days before the ACT

	Read Part 6: The ACT Writing Test







	6 Days before the ACT

	Pick one of the parts (English, Math, Reading, Science, Writing) that you feel the weakest in and review that part until your confidence improves.






	5 Days before the ACT

	Take the full-length practice test in Part 7. Use the answer key to calculate a raw score. Read the answer explanations for every question on the practice test. Be sure to read the explanations not only for questions you got wrong, but also for questions you got right. Kaplan’s detailed answer explanations include strategies and tips for answering similar questions on test day.






	
4 Days before the ACT

	Pick one of the parts (English, Math, Reading, Science, Writing) that you feel the weakest in and review that part until your confidence improves.






	3 Days before the ACT

	Pick one of the parts (English, Math, Reading, Science, Writing) that you feel the weakest in and review that part until your confidence improves.






	1 Day before the Test

	Early in the day, go back and review the Busy Summaries in the Busy Resources. After that, do nothing. Resist the temptation to cram. Put together everything you will need for test day.






	Test Day

	Go into the test room confident that you are prepared to take the ACT!









If You Only Have One Week to Test Day


You’ll have to give it everything you’ve got in order to prepare, but this is the best way to get as much as you can get done before you take the ACT.








	Days before the ACT

	What to Study






	7 Days before the ACT

	Read Part 1: Preparing for the ACT.






	6 Days before the ACT

	Take the full-length practice test in Part 7. Use the answer key to calculate a raw score. Read the answer explanations for every question on the practice test. Be sure to read the explanations not only for questions you got wrong, but also for questions you got right. Kaplan’s detailed answer explanations include strategies and tips for answering similar questions on test day.






	5 Days before the ACT

	Pick one of the parts (English, Math, Reading, Science, Writing) that you feel the weakest in and review that part until your confidence improves.






	4 Days before the ACT

	Pick one of the parts (English, Math, Reading, Science, Writing) that you feel the weakest in and review that part until your confidence improves.






	3 Days before the ACT

	Pick one of the parts (English, Math, Reading, Science, Writing) that you feel the weakest in and review that part until your confidence improves.






	1 Day before the Test

	Early in the day, go back and review the Busy Summaries in the Busy Resources section. After that, do nothing. Resist the temptation to cram. Put together everything you will need for test day.






	Test Day

	Go into the test room confident that you are prepared to take the ACT!















Part 1

Preparing for the ACT





Step One

Introduction to the ACT

STEP 1 PREVIEW

Introduction

•The Test Format

•The Test Strategies

•The Concepts Tested

What Is the ACT?

What Is the ACT Writing Test?

How Is the ACT Scored?

How Many ACT Scores Will You Get?

How Do Colleges Use Your ACT Scores?

Should You Guess on the ACT?

Can You Retake the Test?

INTRODUCTION

You’ve probably heard rumors to the effect that the ACT is a tough exam. Well, the rumors are true. Nevertheless, just because this is a challenging test, does not mean you can’t earn a great score. If you follow the steps in this book, you’ll have done more preparation for the ACT than most other people sitting with you on test day. You’ll learn three things that will enable you to take control of the ACT: the test format, test strategies, and the concepts tested.

The Test Format

The ACT is very predictable. You’d think the test makers would get bored after a while, but they don’t. The same kinds of questions, testing the same skills and concepts, appear every time the ACT is given.

Because the test specifications rarely change, you should know in advance what to expect on every subject test. Just a little familiarity with the directions and common question types can make an enormous difference.

The Test Strategies

The ACT isn’t a normal exam. Normal exams test mostly your memory. But the ACT tests problem-solving skills as well as memory, and it does so in a standardized test format. That makes the test highly vulnerable to test-smart strategies and techniques.

Most students miss a lot of ACT questions for no good reason. They see a tough-looking question, say to themselves, “Uh-oh, I don’t remember how to do that,” and start to gnaw on their No. 2 pencils.

But many ACT questions can be answered without complete knowledge of the material being tested. Often, all you need to do to succeed is to think strategically and creatively.

The Concepts Tested

The ACT is designed to test skills and concepts learned in high school and needed for college. Familiarity with the test, coupled with smart test-taking strategies, will take you only so far. For your best score, you need to sharpen the skills and knowledge that the ACT rewards.

The good news is that most ACT content is pretty basic. You’ve probably already learned in high school most of what the ACT expects you to know. But you may need help remembering.

In short, follow these three principles:

•Learn the test format.

•Learn test strategies.

•Learn the concepts tested.

If you do, you’ll find yourself in full command of your ACT test-taking experience.

WHAT IS THE ACT?

Okay, let’s start with the basics. The ACT is a three-hour exam (two hours and 55 minutes, to be precise) taken by high school juniors and seniors for admission to college. It’s a test of problem-solving skills—which means that you can improve your performance by preparing for it.

All students who take the ACT complete four subject tests: English, Math, Reading, and Science. All four subject tests are designed primarily to test skills rather than knowledge, though some knowledge is required—particularly in English, for which knowledge of grammar and writing mechanics is important, and in Math, for which you need to know the basic math concepts taught in a regular high school curriculum.

The ACT:

•Is about three hours long

•Includes a short break (between the second and third subtests)

•Consists of a total of 215 scored questions

•Has four subject tests:

—English (45 minutes, 75 questions)

—Math (60 minutes, 60 questions)

—Reading (35 minutes, 40 questions)

—Science (35 minutes, 40 questions)

•Includes an optional Writing test:

—Writing (40 minutes, 1 essay question)

WHAT IS THE ACT WRITING TEST?

The ACT Writing test is a 40-minute, optional section of the ACT that measures your writing skills. Colleges and universities have the option to make the Writing test a requirement for admission or to use the results to determine course placement. Students who are applying to college can decide whether to take the Writing test based on the requirements of the schools to which they plan to apply. For this optional test, students write an essay in response to a prompt that asks them to take a stand on an issue. The ACT Assessment plus Writing takes approximately three hours and 40 minutes to complete. You must decide when you sign up to take the ACT whether or not you will be taking the Writing portion. The registration fee for the ACT plus Writing is $56.50; the fee for the basic ACT without the Writing test is $39.50. A list of the schools that require or recommend scores from the ACT Writing test are available at: https://actapps.act.org/writPrefRM.


Should You Take the Writing Test?

Find out the requirements of the schools to which you’re applying so you can determine whether to complete the essay on test day.



HOW IS THE ACT SCORED?

Your ACT score is not merely the sum total of questions you get right. That would be too simple. Instead, the test makers add up all of your correct answers to get what they call a “raw” score. Then they put that raw score into a very large computer, which proceeds to shake, rattle, smoke, and wheeze before spitting out an official score at the other end. That score—which has been put through what they call a scoring formula—is your “scaled” score.

ACT scaled scores range from 1 to 36. Nearly half of all test takers score within a much narrower range: 17 to 23. Tests at different dates vary slightly, but the following data are based on a recent administration of the test and can be considered typical:




	Percentile Rank*
	Scaled (or Composite) Score
	Approximate Percentage Correct



	99%
	33
	93%



	84%
	26
	75%



	69%
	23
	63%



	55%
	21
	53%



	27%
	17
	43%



	*Percentage of ACT takers scoring at or below given score from www.actstudent.org.





To earn a score of 21 (the 2014 national average), you need to answer only about 53 percent of the questions correctly. On most tests, getting only a bit more than half the questions right would be terrible. Not so on the ACT. That fact alone should ease some of your anxiety about how hard this test is. You can miss several ACT questions and still get a good score. Nobody expects you to get all of the questions right.

HOW MANY ACT SCORES WILL YOU GET?

The ACT scaled score we’ve talked about so far is technically called the composite score. It’s the really important one. But when you take the ACT, you actually receive more than that: the composite score, four (or five) subject scores, and seven (or eleven) subscores.

If you take the Writing test, you will receive a combined ELA score in addition to the four regular subject scores. You will also receive Writing subscores (2–12) for your essay. The English-Writing Score will not be factored into the overall composite score, unlike the other four subject test scores.

Following is a breakdown of the subject scores and subscores. Though the subject scores can play a role in decisions at some schools, the subscores usually aren’t important for most people.

1.English score (1–36)

•Usage/Mechanics subscore (1–18)

•Rhetorical Skills subscore (1–18)

2.Math score (1–36)

•Pre-Algebra/Elementary Algebra subscore (1–18)

•Algebra/Coordinate Geometry subscore (1–18)

•Plane Geometry/Trigonometry subscore (1–18)

3.Reading score (1–36)

•Social Sciences/Sciences subscore (1–18)

•Arts/Literature subscore (1–18)

4.Science score (1–36)

(There are no subscores in Science.)

5.(Optional) Writing score (1–36)

•Ideas and Analysis (2-12)

•Development and Support (2-12)

•Organization (2-12)

•Language Use and Conventions (2-12)

HOW DO COLLEGES USE YOUR ACT SCORES?

You may have heard that the ACT is really the only thing colleges look at when deciding whether to admit you. Untrue. Most admissions officers say the ACT is only one of several factors they take into consideration. But let’s be realistic. Here’s this neat and easy way of comparing all students numerically, no matter what their academic backgrounds and no matter how much grade inflation exists at their high schools. You know the admissions people are going to take a serious look at your scores.

The most important score, naturally, is the composite score (which is an average of the four subject scores). This is the score used by most colleges and universities in the admissions process. The four subject scores and seven subscores on the regular ACT may be used for advanced placement or occasionally for scholarships, but are primarily used by college advisors to help students select majors and first-year courses. Colleges that require the Writing test may use the Writing subscore as part of the admissions process or to determine course placement.

Although many schools deny that they use benchmark scores as cutoffs, we’re not sure we really believe them. Most students who are accepted into Big Ten universities and colleges with similarly competitive admissions processes will have ACT scores above 22 or 23. Some schools are less concerned with standardized test scores than others are, but this gives you an idea of what competitive universities want, and for the colleges that do care more about standardized test scores, a strong ACT score will only help your application.

To be fair, no school uses the ACT score as an absolute bar to admission, no matter how low it is. But for most applicants, a low ACT score is decisive. As a rule, only students whose backgrounds are extremely unusual or who have overcome enormous disadvantages are accepted if their ACT scores are below the benchmark.

SHOULD YOU GUESS ON THE ACT?

The short answer? Yes! The long answer? Yes, of course!

As we said, ACT scores are based on the number of correct answers only. This means that questions left blank and questions answered incorrectly simply don’t count. Unlike some other standardized tests, the ACT has no wrong-answer penalty. That’s why you should always guess on every ACT question you can’t answer, even if you don’t have time to read it. Though the questions vary enormously in difficulty, harder questions are worth exactly the same as easier ones, so it pays to guess on the really hard questions and spend your time breezing through the really easy ones. We’ll show you just how to do this in Step Three: General Test-Taking Strategies.

CAN YOU RETAKE THE TEST?

You can take the ACT as many times as you like. You can then select whichever test score you prefer to be sent to colleges when you apply.

When you sign up for the ACT, you have the option of designating colleges to receive your score. Think twice before you do it. Wait until you receive your score, then send it along if you’re happy. This may cost you a few extra dollars (since you won’t get to take advantage of the three free reports you get if you designate schools on the registration form before the test), but we think it’s worth the extra expense. If you hate your score, you can take the test again and send only the new, improved score. (Seniors, beware! Make sure there is enough time to get your scores in by the application deadline.)


Important Note

Don’t automatically designate colleges to receive score reports at the time of registration. If you have time, wait until you’re sure you’ve gotten a score you’re proud of.



What this means, of course, is that even if you blow the ACT once, you can give yourself another shot without the schools of your choice knowing about it. The ACT is one of the few areas of your academic life in which you get a second chance.





Step Two

The Subject Tests

Step 2 Preview

Introduction

English

•Standard Format Questions

•Directions

•To Omit or Not to Omit

•Nonstandard Format Questions

Math

•Format

•Directions

•Diagram Questions

•Story Questions

•Concept Questions

Reading

•Format

•Directions

•Reading Passages

•Specific Detail Questions

•Inference Questions

•Big Picture Questions

Science

•Format

•Directions

•Data Representation Questions

•Experiment Questions

•Principle Questions

Writing

•Format and Directions

INTRODUCTION

Okay, you’ve seen how the ACT is set up. But to really know the test, you’ve got to know something about the ACT subject tests (which, by the way, always appear in the following order):

•English

•Math

•Reading

•Science

•Writing (optional)

As you’ll see, the questions in every subject test vary widely in difficulty. Some are so easy that most elementary school students could answer them. Others might give even college students a little trouble. But, again, the questions are not arranged in order of difficulty. That’s different from some other tests, in which easier questions come first. Skipping past hard questions is important, because otherwise you may never reach easier ones.


Don’t Get Bogged Down

Skip past hard questions so that you can quickly rack up points on easier questions.



Here’s a preview of the types of questions you’ll encounter on the subject tests. We’ll keep the questions toward the easy end of the difficulty scale here, since you’re just becoming familiar with the ACT. Later, we’ll be less kind.


Statistic

The English test is 45 minutes long and includes 75 questions. This works out to about 30 seconds per question. The test is divided into five passages, each with about 15 questions.



ENGLISH

Students nearly always get more questions correct in English than in any other subject test. That tends to make them think that English is a lot easier than the rest of the ACT. But, alas, it’s not that simple. Because most students do well, the test makers have much higher expectations for English than for other parts of the test. That’s why, to earn an average English subscore (a 20, say), you have to get almost two-thirds of the questions right, while on the rest of the test you need to get only about half right.

Note, too, that you have less time per question on the English test than on any of the other three tests. You’ll have to move fast.


Keep Moving

Never spend more than 45 seconds or so on an English question.



Standard Format Questions

Almost all of the English questions follow a standard format. A word, phrase, or sentence in a passage is underlined. You’re given four options: to leave the underlined portion alone (“NO CHANGE,” which is always the first choice) or to replace it with one of three alternatives. For example:

. . . Pike’s Peak in Southwest Colorado is named [image: images] [image: images] He traveled through the area, exploring . . .

37.A.NO CHANGE

B.before Zebulon Pike became an explorer,

C.after Zebulon Pike, when,

D.after Zebulon Pike.

The best answer choice is (D). The other choices all have various problems—grammatical, stylistic, logical.


How Does That Sound?

In English, trust your ears. The right answer is usually the one that “sounds right” to you.



Notice that a single question can test different kinds of writing errors. We find that about one-third of the English questions test writing economy (we call them Economy questions), about another third test for logic and sense (Sense questions), and the remaining third test hard-and-fast rules of grammar (Technicality questions). There’s overlap between these question types, so don’t worry too much about categories. We provide them to give you an idea of the kinds of errors you’ll be expected to correct.

Directions

The directions on the English test illustrate why there’s an advantage to knowing the directions before test day. We’re going to show you what they look like, but take our advice: don’t bother reading them on test day. We’ll show you exactly what you need to do. Then, while everyone else is reading the directions on the day of the test, you’ll be racking up points.

Directions: In the five passages that follow, certain words and phrases are underlined and numbered. In the right-hand column, you will find alternatives for the underlined parts. In most cases, you are to choose the one that best expresses the idea, makes the statement appropriate for standard written English, or is worded most consistently with the style and tone of the passage as a whole. If you think the original version is best, choose “NO CHANGE.” In some cases, you will find in the right-hand column a question about the underlined part. You are to choose the best answer to the question.

You will also find the questions about a section of the passage or about the passage as a whole. These questions do not refer to an underlined portion of the passage, but rather are identified by a number or numbers in a box.

For each question, choose the alternative you consider best and fill in the corresponding oval on your answer document. Read each passage through once before you begin to answer the questions that accompany it. For many of the questions, you must read several sentences beyond the question to determine the answer. Be sure that you have read enough ahead each time you choose an alternative.

You read the directions anyway, didn’t you? Well, that’s okay. You’ll never have to do it again.


Know the Directions

Don’t waste time reading directions on test day.



To Omit or Not to Omit

Some English questions offer, as one alternative, the chance to completely omit, or delete, the underlined portion, usually as the last of the four choices. For example:

. . . Later, Pike fell while valiantly defending America in the War of 1812. [image: images] [image: images] [image: images] He actually died near York (now called Toronto). . . .

40.F.NO CHANGE

G.Clearly, this must have occurred subsequent to his discovering Pike’s Peak.

H.This was after he found Pike’s Peak.

J.OMIT the underlined portion.

Nonstandard Format Questions

Some English questions—usually about ten per exam—don’t follow the standard format. These items pose a question and offer four possible responses. In many cases, the responses are either “yes” or “no,” with an explanation. Pay attention to the reasoning.

. . . Later, Pike fell while valiantly defending America in the War of 1812. 40 He actually died

40.Suppose the author considered adding the following sentence at this point:

“It goes without saying that this occurred after he discovered Pike’s Peak.”

Given the overall purpose of the passage, would this sentence be appropriate?

F.No, because the sentence adds nothing to the meaning of the passage.

G.No, because the passage is not concerned with Pike’s achievements.

H.Yes, because otherwise the sequence of events would be unclear.

J.Yes; though the sentence is not needed, the author recognizes this fact by using the phrase “it goes without saying.”

The correct answer is (F). Though (G) correctly indicates that the sentence doesn’t belong in the passage, it offers a pretty inappropriate reason. Choices (H) and (J), meanwhile, are wrong because they recommend including a sentence that’s clearly redundant.

Many of the Nonstandard Format questions occur at the end of a passage. Some ask about the meaning, purpose, or tone of the text. Others ask you to evaluate it, and still others ask you to determine the proper order of words, sentences, or paragraphs that have been scrambled.

We’ll cover strategies for the question types in the two English steps later.

MATH


Time Tip

The Math test is 60 minutes long and includes 60 questions. This works out to a minute a question, but some will take more time than that, some less.



Format

All of the Math questions have the same multiple-choice format. They ask a question and offer five possible choices (unlike questions on the other three subject tests, which have only four choices each).

The questions cover a full range of math topics, from pre-algebra and elementary algebra through intermediate algebra, coordinate geometry, plane geometry, and even trigonometry.

Although the Math questions, like those in other subject tests, aren’t ordered in terms of difficulty, questions drawn from the elementary school or junior high curricula tend to come earlier in the test, while those from high school curricula tend to come later. But this doesn’t mean that the easy questions come first and the hardest ones come later. We’ve found that high school subjects tend to be fresher in most students’ minds than things they were taught years ago, so you may actually find the later questions easier.

Directions

Here’s what the Math directions will look like:

Directions: Solve each of the following problems, select the correct answer, and then fill in the corresponding space on your answer sheet.

Don’t linger over problems that are too time-consuming. Do as many as you can, then come back to the others in the time you have remaining.

Calculator use is allowed, but some problems may best be done without a calculator.

Note: Unless otherwise noted, all of the following should be assumed.

1.Illustrative figures are NOT necessarily drawn to scale.

2.All geometric figures lie in a plane.

3.The term line indicates a straight line.

4.The term average indicates arithmetic mean.

Again, when it comes to directions on the ACT, the golden rule is: don’t read them on test day. You’ll already know what they say by the time you take the test.

Of the four special notes at the end of the Math directions, numbers 2, 3, and 4 almost go without saying. Note 1—that figures are not necessarily drawn to scale—seems pretty scary, but in fact the vast majority of ACT figures are drawn to scale (a fact that, as we’ll see, has significant implications for how to guess on geometry questions).

Diagram Questions

About one-third of the Math questions either give you a diagram or describe a situation that should be diagrammed. For these questions, the diagrams are crucial. For example:

1.The figure below contains five congruent triangles. The longest side of each triangle is 4 meters long. What is the area of the whole figure?

[image: images]

A.12.5 square meters

B.15 square meters

C.20 square meters

D.30 square meters

E.Cannot be determined from the given information.


Don’t Get Bogged Down

Let the diagram tell you what you need to know.



The Key to Diagram Questions

The key to this question is to let the diagram tell you what you need to know. Each congruent triangle represents one-quarter of the area of the square, and the sides of the square are 4 meters (you can figure this out because the top side of the square is the hypotenuse—or longest side—of the triangle that makes the “roof”). Since the area of a square can be found by squaring the side, the area of the square is 16 square meters. Thus, each triangle has an area one-fourth as much—4 square meters. Since the whole figure consists of five triangles, each with area 4, the total area is 5 × 4 = 20. The answer is (C).

Story Questions

About another third of the Math questions are Story questions like the following:

2.Evan drove halfway home at 20 miles per hour, then sped up and drove the rest of the way at 30 miles per hour. What was his average speed for the entire trip?

F.20 miles per hour

G.22 miles per hour

H.24 miles per hour

J.25 miles per hour

K.28 miles per hour

A good way to comprehend—and resolve—a Story question like this is to think of a real situation that’s similar. What if Evan had 120 miles to drive? (It helps to pick a distance that’s easily divisible by both rates.) He would go 60 miles at 30 mph, then 60 miles at 20 mph. How long would it take? 60 miles at 30 mph is 2 hours; 60 miles at 20 mph is 3 hours. That’s a total of 120 miles in 5 hours; 120 divided by 5 gives an average speed of 24 mph. Thus, the answer is (H). (Note: We’ll show you alternative ways to answer questions like this later.)

Concept Questions

Finally, about one-third of the math questions directly ask you to demonstrate your knowledge of specific math concepts.

3.If angles A and B are supplementary, and the measure of angle A is 57°, what is the measure, in degrees, of angle B ?

A.33

B.43

C.47

D.123

E.147

This question simply requires that you know the concept of “supplementary angles.” Two angles are supplementary when they form a straight line—in other words, when they add up to 180°. So the question boils down to this: what number, added to 57, equals 180? The answer is (D).

READING


Time Tip

The Reading test is 35 minutes long and includes 40 questions. The test contains four passages, or passage sets, each of which is followed by 10 questions. When you factor out the amount of time you’ll initially spend on the passages, this works out to about 30 seconds per question—again, more for some, less for others.



Format

There are four categories of Reading passages: Social Science, Natural Science, Humanities, and Prose Fiction. You’ll get one passage, or set of passage pairs, in each category. The passages are about 1,000 words long and are written at about the same difficulty level as college textbooks and readings.

The Social Science, Natural Science, and Humanities passages are usually well-organized essays. Each has a very specific theme. Questions expect you to recognize this theme, to comprehend specific facts contained in the passage, and to understand the structure of the essay. Prose Fiction passages require you to understand the thoughts, feelings, and motivations of fictional characters, even when these are not explicitly stated in the passage.

Whatever the type of passage, it’s important that you skim it quickly rather than read it carefully. It’s crucial not to get bogged down. You can always deal with the details later, if and when they become relevant.


Save Time by Skimming

Skim the passages; do not read them carefully!



After each passage, you’ll find ten questions. There are really only three different types of Reading questions:

•Detail questions

•Inference questions

•Big Picture questions

Directions

Here’s what the Reading directions will look like:

Directions: This test contains four passages, each followed by several questions. After reading a passage, select the best answer to each question and fill in the corresponding oval on your answer sheet. You are allowed to refer to the passages while answering the questions.

Nothing stupefying here. But nothing very substantive, either. We’ll be a little more specific and strategic than the test makers are when we suggest a plan of attack in the two Reading steps.

Reading Passages

What follows is a sample mini-passage. Note that this passage is much shorter than the ones you’ll see on the test. We provide it here to give you an idea of the kind of material you’ll see and to generate material for the three sample reading questions that follow. In the two Reading steps later on, we’ll give you a full-length Reading passage with questions.

Recent geological studies have demonstrated the existence of huge deposits of gas hydrate, a frozen compound consisting of flammable methane gas trapped in ice, on continental shelves around the globe. These deposits, which exist under extreme pressure at a depth of 1,500 feet under the ocean floor, are believed to contain twice as much potential carbon energy as all fossil fuels combined. Efforts to mine this “burnable ice,” however, will pose one of the great engineering problems of this century. Ocean floor avalanches, set off by mining activity, could conceivably release vast amounts of methane into the atmosphere, setting off an intensified “greenhouse effect” that could significantly alter the world’s climate.

Specific Detail Questions

Here’s a Detail question that might come after the mini-passage you just read:

1.According to the passage, a major obstacle to the successful mining of gas hydrate is:

A.the inaccessibility of the deposits.

B.recent climatic changes caused by the “greenhouse effect.”

C.the potential of mining accidents to cause environmental harm.

D.the danger posed by methane gas to the health of miners.

Detail questions ask about things stated explicitly in the passage. The challenge with them is, first, finding the proper place in the passage where the answer can be found (sometimes you’ll be given a line reference, sometimes not), and second, being able to match up what you see in the passage with the correct answer, which will probably be worded differently.

The mention of the “major obstacle” in the question stem should have led you to the last sentence in the passage, where the potential problems of gas hydrate mining are specified: avalanches (mining accidents) could release methane into the atmosphere (environmental harm). That’s why (C) is correct here.

Notice how some wrong choices are designed to trip you up by including details from other parts of the passage, or by using the same wording that the passage uses while distorting the meaning.

Inference Questions

Most Reading passages also include a large number of Inference questions, which require you to make an inference from the passage (to “read between the lines”). They differ somewhat from Detail questions. For one thing, students usually consider them harder.
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