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In loving memory of Storm Constantine


THE MYSTERY OF DOGGERLAND

[image: image]

“Graham Phillips has made a powerful case for advanced prediluvian civilization in Europe. In fact, the sunken kingdom of Doggerland, only recently discovered at the bottom of the North Sea, resembles in many ways the lost world called Atlantis by Plato. Phillips does a great job of showing the connections between the mythic megalithic culture we have dreamed about for many centuries and one we had long forgotten but which may be the true homeland of the British people. A wonderful and intriguing read.”

J. DOUGLAS KENYON,
AUTHOR OF GHOSTS OF ATLANTIS: 
HOW THE ECHOES OF 
LOST CIVILIZATIONS INFLUENCE 
OUR MODERN WORLD

“Graham Phillips’s well-researched, well-written book neatly places a number of missing pieces in the puzzle of the Orkney megalithic tradition and the broader ancient region of Doggerland. He presents these in context with a range of informative viewpoints on prediluvian cultures including Atlantis, Mu, and Lemuria.”

LAIRD SCRANTON, AUTHOR OF THE MYSTERY OF SKARA BRAE, SACRED 
SYMBOLS OF THE DOGON, AND POINT OF ORIGIN
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Global Warning
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What History Has to Teach Us

In one way or another, the coronavirus pandemic has adversely affected nearly everyone on Earth, shattering our way of life, devastating the world economy, causing untold suffering, and leaving millions dead. Covid-19 is frightening enough, but there is a far more perilous and long-term threat to human life: climate change. If unchecked, global warming will almost certainly result in the submergence of some of the Earth’s largest metropolitan conurbations; entire nations will be pounded by overwhelming mega-hurricanes, gargantuan tornados, and their coasts thrashed by huge tsunamis; vast wildfires will rage out of control, consuming farms, forests, and cities; an intolerable number of animal and plant species will become extinct; and famine on a worldwide scale will decimate humanity. Furthermore, deadly viruses, far worse than Covid-19, may well be released from melting ice, and diseases, against which we have no resistance, could all but exterminate humanity. How do we know? Not only through scientific projections, but because it has all happened before. What follows is the terrifying true story of what occurred when the planet critically warmed between 7000 and 4000 BCE. In this book we will be examining the terrible catastrophes that devastated cultures millennia before the rise of ancient Egypt, when an increase in global temperatures by just a few degrees led to the complete annihilation of some of the world’s first civilizations.
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A Forgotten Civilization
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People of the North Sea

We begin by examining evidence of extreme flooding events that occurred in ancient times on a worldwide scale, starting with a recent find off the northernmost coast of the British Isles. Here, as we shall see, extraordinary archaeological discoveries have revealed how the consequences of prehistoric climate change all but wiped out a sophisticated culture years in advance of its time. An ancient stone circle, earthworks, an artificial mound, and fallen monoliths, all located on the seabed of the North Sea, offer dramatic evidence for the dreadful carnage that occurred the last time the Earth heated up.

Around 3000 BCE, the inhabitants of Great Britain and Ireland transformed rapidly into the so-called Megalithic culture, the builders of Stonehenge and hundreds of other stone circles unique to the British Isles.*1 Across these islands monumental complexes were erected, consisting of huge stone circles surrounded by ringed ditches and embankments (called henges, from which Stonehenge gets its name), accompanied by massive artificial mounds, stone avenues, and freestanding monoliths. Such complexes were scattered throughout the countryside with smaller stone circles in between, often linked by alignments of solitary monoliths covering many miles. Yet from this era there are no written records, as writing did not come to the British Isles until the Roman invasion in the first century CE. As with so much concerning the Megalithic culture, its origins are shrouded in mystery.

Before continuing, a few terms should be clarified. The word megalith, which we shall often use to refer to the standing stones erected during the period, comes from the ancient Greek megas (“large”) and lithos (“stone”). The term Megalithic, with a capital M, we will use to refer to the culture of the British Isles that created them, and megalithic, not capitalized, will apply to the monuments built by that culture, regardless of whether they are made of stone.

It was once thought that the Megalithic culture began in the south of England, where Stonehenge is situated, before moving north, perhaps originating with migrants from northern France where there are many ancient standing stones. However, there is no evidence of stone circles and their accompanying monuments specifically like those in the British Isles in France or anywhere else in continental Europe. Since the advent of scientific dating techniques, it is now known that the oldest stone circles are those in the northern British Isles, implying that the practice began there and then moved south. The revised conjecture was that it began around five millennia ago on the Orkney Islands off the north coast of Scotland where the oldest datable stone circle was found.

Despite this, it seems highly unlikely that the Megalithic culture originated even there. Surprisingly advanced for the time, the Megalithic culture appeared on the Orkney Islands abruptly—virtually overnight in archaeological terms—with a complex societal structure, mastery of building techniques, sophisticated ceramics, and an astonishing knowledge of medicine already established, implying that it must surely have started and developed elsewhere. However, modern experts have long been baffled as to where this might have been. Nowhere in mainland Europe or Scandinavia was there anything remotely similar. So where did the Megalithic culture originate?

[image: image]

Fig. 1.1. The British Isles, showing the locations of Avebury, Stonehenge, and the Orkney Islands.

Stonehenge is the Megalithic culture’s most famous creation. Yet the monument we see today, constructed around 2500 BCE, is far from the oldest stone circle in the British Isles. That was the Stones of Stenness, some 700 miles to the north. The Stenness stone circle stands in isolated, windswept heathland on an island called Mainland, the largest of the Orkney Islands, which lie some 10 miles off the northern tip of Scotland. It now consists of four stones, up to 15 feet high, standing in a semicircle, with three smaller monoliths lying flat inside the arrangement. As with many stone circles, over the years stones have been toppled and broken up for building materials or smashed apart by vandals. From the radiocarbon dating of organic material found beneath the stones still standing, the circle seems to have been erected around 3100 BCE and, from telltale signs in the soil, it appears to have once consisted of 12 monoliths, equally spaced in a circle of just over 100 feet in diameter.

Mainland Isle additionally boasts one of the largest stone circles in the British Isles. The Ring of Brodgar is some 340 feet in diameter, originally consisting of 60 stones of which 27 remain, standing up to 15 feet high. It was surrounded by a 400-foot-diameter circular ditch about 10 feet deep and 30 feet wide with an outer embankment, much of which has eroded away due to its exposure to the relentless North Atlantic weather. Some 450 feet southwest of the stone circle is an artificial hillock called Salt Knowe, a 130-foot-wide, 20-foot-high mound thought to have been built at the same time.

In 2011, in the Bay of Firth off the eastern coast of Mainland Isle, marine archaeologists carrying out a routine underwater survey using remote sensing and seismic profiling (radar and sonar) discovered a submerged circular embankment. Working in an area known as North Doggerland, the archaeologists came upon what was clearly an artificial construction with an inner ditch about 450 feet in diameter. On closer examination, within the ring there seemed to be the remains of a stone circle: six fallen monoliths about 15 feet long lying on the seabed, their regular shape revealing them also to be artificial creations. When their locations in relation to one another were taken into consideration, they appeared to have been the remains of a stone circle about 350 feet in diameter that may have originally consisted of some 50 to 60 monoliths. Additionally, about 450 feet southwest of the circle there appeared to be the remains of an artificial hillock, 130 feet in diameter and some 10 feet high. All this suggested the archaeologists had discovered a very similar monument to the Ring of Brodgar. The size, number, and height of the stones, the surrounding ditch and embankment, its diameter, and the nearby artificial hillock, were almost identical.1

This was indeed a fascinating discovery, but apart from the fact that it was underwater it seemed nothing unique. The remains of many Brodgar-like, large stone circles exist throughout the British Isles, such as at Avebury, 17 miles north of Stonehenge. These huge stone circles, with their surrounding earthworks, are referred to as megalithic complexes, of which there were dozens created throughout the British Isles. As these megalithic complexes date from the most active period of stone circle building, between around 3000 and 2500 BCE, archaeologists assumed that the sunken circle dated from that time and was submerged when water levels rose. But all that changed in 2019 when marine archaeologists were able to dive the site. (It had taken some years to get financial backing for the project.) Everyone was astonished when dating revealed the monument to be at least 6,000 years old.2 This date of approximately 4000 BCE, perhaps earlier, made the construction around 1,000 years older than the Stones of Stenness, the earliest known stone circle at that time. To put this into context, this was 1,000 years before the first kings of Egypt, and one and a half millennia older than the pyramids of Giza. And the sunken complex was as sophisticated as the megalithic complexes throughout the rest of the British Isles that were not built until after 3000 BCE.

There could be no doubt that, well before stone circles were erected anywhere else in what is now the British Isles, an advanced megalithic complex was created on dry land that once existed around the Orkney Islands and is today known as North Doggerland. So, was it in some long-ago sunken realm to the north of Scotland that the Megalithic culture originated? The monumental complex on the seabed of the Bay of Firth is just one piece in an extraordinary jigsaw puzzle of historical and archaeological clues revealing that a sophisticated civilization, hundreds of years older than anything from ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, or India—previously thought to have been the locations of the world’s first true civilizations—once existed on what had once been dry land to the northeast of the Orkney Islands. An ancient culture with prehistoric technology years beyond its time. As we shall see, it had the most advanced ceramic and weaving techniques anywhere in the world, created huge monuments, invented the sauna, and had medical knowledge unknown until the modern age. It seems that once this previously unknown civilization disappeared beneath the sea, aspects of its knowledge were adopted by the people of the British Isles. In other words, remnants of this lost civilization appear to have established what we now call the Megalithic culture. We shall be examining all this later. For now, let us examine just how such a civilization might have sunk beneath the waves.

It is all to do with the Ice Age—or rather its end. The last Ice Age began around 110,000 years ago, reaching its peak around 20,000 BCE when the average world temperature was some 5 degrees Celsius (10 degrees Fahrenheit) lower than today. That might not sound like much, but it enabled the polar ice caps to grow to an astonishing size, rendering large areas of the Earth uninhabitable. And with so much water tied up in ice, there was less rainfall worldwide, and even in the tropics prolonged droughts spelled disaster for plants, animals, and human beings. The northern polar ice cap, over half a mile thick, spread south beyond the Great Lakes in North America and to southern Britain in Europe. By then, so much of the world’s water was tied up in ice that global sea levels were an astonishing 400 feet lower than they are today. Scientists can determine prehistoric sea levels by examining the remains of coastal marine vegetation and fossilized coral from around the world. Fauna and flora that live in shallow waters die as sea levels rise, and so finding their remains in strata of underwater silt enables dating. Around 20,000 years ago temperatures began to rise, possibly caused by a slight shift in the Earth’s orbit around the sun. Ice melted, and the glaciers and vast ice sheets began to retreat. By 14,000 years ago sea levels had risen by approximately 140 feet.
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Fig. 1.2. The Orkney Islands, showing the locations of the Ring of Brodgar, the Stones of Stenness, and the Bay of Firth.

By 10,000 BCE the emergence of new land previously under ice had led to significant migrations of human populations and the beginning of farming and village settlements—as opposed to the previous hunter-gatherer way of life. This was the so-called early Neolithic era of our existence. (The word Neolithic means new or late Stone Age, and the term Stone Age refers to the manufacture of stone implements—although most of them were probably made from wood and bone.) By then, due to the continually melting ice, global sea levels had risen to about 190 feet lower than today, and over the following three millennia the waters kept rising until by 7000 BCE they were some 100 feet lower than modern times. This brings us to an era of human history known as the mid-Neolithic, when advances in the cultivation 
of crops and domestication of animals had led to larger settlements. Within another thousand years, in many parts of the world, humanity had entered an age of ceramics and sophisticated brickmaking, and the first settlements of more than 1,000 inhabitants had been established.3 (Pottery and mud bricks had been made before this time although their use had been limited.) Around 4000 BCE the so-called late Neolithic age began, characterized by the smelting of soft metals such as gold, silver, and copper for jewelry, high-status ornaments, and ritual objects—although, in terms of tools and utensils, the world was still in the Stone Age. By now ice melting had stabilized and sea levels were only around 12 feet lower than today. Which brings us back to North Doggerland, and back to the megalithic complex in the Bay of Firth. As it lies about 12 feet below the present sea level, it must have begun to submerge about 4000 BCE.

As it had to have been built some time before it began to submerge, the underwater megalithic complex on North Doggerland in the Bay of Firth must be at least 6,000 years old. And the civilization that built it had to be older than that for its people to have developed a culture and the skills necessary to create it. Whoever its builders were, they appear to be a lost civilization that existed on once dry land east of the Orkney Islands during the mid-Neolithic. Lost, maybe, but far from forgotten. It is not only that the late Neolithic culture of the British Isles might have developed from its remnants but, remarkably, that it may still have been remembered by the ancient peoples of the British Isles generations after the Neolithic age.

In fact, millennia after the first megalithic monuments were erected in the British Isles, legends persisted concerning a prosperous land that once existed to the north of Scotland, which had been lost to the sea in the remote past. The oldest written records concerning Britain were made by Greek explorers at the time of Alexander the Great, around 325 BCE. The native Britons of the time, the Iron Age Celts (who first arrived from mainland Europe around 700 BCE), told them of a lost realm that once existed to the north of their country: a sunken island they called Tu-lay. It was said to have been an island paradise that sank beneath the waves when the inhabitants angered their sea god. It was from here, the Celts maintained, that the builders of the first stone circles originated. Indeed, legends of a sunken land to the north of Britain still survived to be recorded by foreign visitors to the British Isles many centuries later, particularly in Ireland where much ancient mythology was recorded by Christian missionaries who first arrived during the fifth century CE. According to a collection of ancient Irish myths and legends brought together into one volume during the Middle Ages as The Book of Invasions, long ago certain chosen people on a remote island were warned by the gods of a coming flood and sailed away to avoid the catastrophe.4 (The Book of Invasions was not committed to writing in its present form until the eleventh century, but the story was preserved in the fifth-century Book of Druimm Snechta. This no longer exists in its entirety, though much of it is quoted in other medieval collections of ancient Irish prose and poetry.5) Might the discovery by marine archaeologists of the sunken megalithic monument in the North Sea be evidence that this lost land of Celtic mythology was more than mere legend?

One account in The Book of Invasions concerns a man called Fionn mac Cumhaill (pronounced Finn McCool), an Irishman who is said to have voyaged first to the southwest coast of Scotland and then, after sailing three more days around the west and north coasts of Scotland, reached what seems to be John o’ Groats, mainland Great Britain’s northernmost point. From there he sailed north to discover an island referred to as tír an ghealltanais, or “land of promise.” Once more we are told that this is where the first stone circle builders originated. The same island is also the subject of a further tale in The Book of Invasions, an account called The Story of Cessair. Cessair (pronounced Kah-seer) is a holy woman or mystic who experiences a vision that her native island will be overwhelmed by a great flood. She instructs her faithful followers to build ships to find a new place to live. Hearing of Fionn’s homeland of Ireland, it is to there that Cessair and her followers migrate. (Interestingly, later Irish missionaries Christianized Cessair as the daughter of the biblical Noah.)

Most of these Irish accounts fail to name the sunken island. The oldest surviving Irish work that does name it was written by the eighth-century monk Dicuil in his work Liber de Mensura Orbis Terrae (Concerning the measurement of the world), which is based on a geographical text called The Measuring compiled on behalf of the Byzantine emperor Theodosius II around CE 435. In Dicuil’s work the mysterious island is referred to as Tu-lay—the very name of the lost land related to earlier Greek and Roman explorers.6 Indeed, there are numerous classical references to it under various renderings such as Tyle, Tile, Thule, and Thoule. The oldest surviving text to specifically refer to Tu-lay is found in On the Ocean by the Greek explorer Pytheas. Composed around 320 BCE, Pytheas’s work was compiled shortly after Alexander the Great was leading his army to conquer the known world, when geography became a subject of crucial interest. Just how big was the world? If the Greeks and Macedonians (who made up Alexander’s army) were to extend their conquests beyond the Mediterranean and the east, should they turn to the north? Having heard tales of a mysterious, bounteous land somewhere to the north of Scotland—probably the same or similar Celtic legends as those heard by the Christian missionaries many centuries later—Pytheas traveled 
as far north as he could, reaching the northern tip of Scotland. Evidently, the intrepid explorer does not appear to have heard the part about Tu-lay having long ago sunk beneath the sea. When he sailed to where Tu-lay was said to have been, he found nothing. All he discovered was a group of small, sparsely populated islands just to the south of Tu-lay’s supposed location, probably the Orkney Islands.7

Having heard the legends of the Britons, other writers from the ancient Mediterranean world also refer to Tu-lay: the first-century BCE Greek astronomer Geminus of Rhodes in his Introduction to the Phenomena;8 the Greek historian Strabo in his Geography, written around 30 CE;9 the Egyptian explorer Dionysius Periegetes in his The Position of the Habitable World, written around 120 CE;10 and the fourth-century Roman writer Rufius Festus Avienus in his The Sea Coast.11 They all agree that Tu-lay was said to have been a fertile island situated somewhere to the north of Great Britain.

In CE 77, a degree of confusion was added when the Roman writer Pliny the Elder wrote his Natural History, in which he muddles the references to Tu-lay with historic voyages of some of his contemporaries, placing the lost land within the Arctic Circle, seemingly identifying it as Iceland.12 However, nothing previously written about the mysterious island places it anywhere near so far north. Unfortunately, some later authors followed Pliny’s erroneous lead: using his misinterpretation as their source, they placed Tu-lay far away from the British Isles. For instance, in the early 500s CE the Greek historian Procopius of Caesarea identified Tu-lay as a part of southern Sweden, over 700 miles to the east of Scotland.13 Yet in the first century, the Roman historian Tacitus, writing around CE 98, describes how the Romans circumnavigated Great Britain, learning from the native inhabitants the widely held myth that Tu-lay had existed just north of the Orkney Islands. Tacitus was writing on good authority concerning the mythology of the Britons. The reference is found in his On the Life and Character of Julius Agricola, which concerns his father-in-law who had been Roman governor of Britain.14 
And the fourth-century Roman linguist and commentator Maurus Servius Honoratus, who made an in-depth study of Celtic mythology, learned directly from the Britons that Tu-lay was thought to have been close to the Orkneys.15

In conclusion, early classical visitors to the British Isles seem to have heard the legend of Tu-lay, but confusion arose as to whether it still existed or had sunk beneath the waves. Although later writers began placing its location farther and farther away from the British Isles, the earlier authors all agreed that it was somewhere just north of the Orkney Islands. Interestingly, the oldest surviving map to depict Tu-lay, the Carta Marina (made in 1539 by the Swedish cartographer Olaus Magnus), shows it directly above the Orkney Islands. He quotes as his source the legends of the Scots. Whether or not such an island ever historically existed is a question we shall return to later. Suffice to say at present, it was clearly a part of Celtic mythology that a fertile and prosperous island called Tu-lay (or something similar) had existed just to the north of the Orkney Islands off the north coast of Scotland. If the legend of Tu-lay originated with a real land, as the discovery of the megalithic complex in the Bay of Firth might suggest, how could such a legend have survived to be related to the Greeks and Romans over three and a half millennia after the land was finally submerged? And by a people who had no native form of writing?

Although the British Isles was home to a succession of foreign migrants between 2600 BCE and the arrival of the first Greeks in the fourth century BCE, the influence of Megalithic culture persisted throughout this entire period. The conventional Megalithic age, when the largest and greatest number of megalithic monuments were built, was between around 3100 and 1200 BCE and involved three separate cultures: the original Neolithic, the Beaker people, and the Wessex culture. However, stone circles continued to be used and repaired, and new ones erected, by further migrants, the early Celts—the Bronze Age Urnfield and Iron Age Hallstatt cultures—right up until the Roman invasion of the first century CE. Astonishingly, whatever purpose the megalithic monuments served, they seem to have appealed to a succession of completely different cultures.

The first to build stone circles in the British Isles were the late Neolithic people who used simple stone, bone, and wooden tools. Although they had probably inhabited these islands from around 4000 BCE (see chapter 10), from the construction of the first stone circles, around 3000 BCE, they can be referred to as the early Megalithic culture. Then, around 2600 BCE, a mass influx of foreigners into the British Isles came from what is now the Netherlands, driven by rising sea levels flooding their low-lying homeland. (The sea had only risen by a few feet over the previous four centuries, but that was enough to submerge vital farming land.) No one knows what the migrants called themselves, but archaeologists have termed them the Beaker people, after a distinctive type of bell-shaped pottery vessel, or “beaker,” found in their graves. However, their arrival was clearly not an invasion. No archaeological evidence has been found that the Beaker people and the native population engaged in fighting to any discernible extent. No defenses were erected around settlements, and no human remains have been unearthed exhibiting the kinds of injuries sustained in battle. On the contrary, the two peoples seem to have lived and worked harmoniously together, while at the same time retaining their cultural identities—as indicated by, for example, the fact that the newcomers’ burial mounds contained their distinctive beakers, whereas the contemporary indigenous population continued to bury their dead without funerary goods.16

Around 2000 BCE there was a new influx of people into Britain, this time from what is now Belgium. Known as the Wessex culture, after the region of south-central England where their remains were first identified, they brought with them the beginnings of the British Bronze Age. (Bronze is made by mixing copper with a small amount of tin, forming an alloy that is much harder and more useful than either metal alone.) However, unlike the first civilizations of the Middle East and India, they had not developed the technology to make the alloy in the quantities necessary to revolutionize daily life. Bronze was a rare and valuable commodity, and its use was generally restricted to the making of ritual objects. Although bronze axes, arrowheads, and even swords have been found dating from the late Neolithic period in the British Isles, these seem to have been made for a privileged few, probably the tribal leaders. For the most part, implements continued to be Stone Age items made from flint, bone, and wood. As with the arrival of the Beaker people over five hundred years earlier, there is no evidence of fighting between the Wessex culture and the pre-existing population. Just like the Beaker people before them, the Wessex culture seems to have embraced the stone circle tradition, as evidenced by excavations at megalithic complexes created after their arrival—though, once again, they retained their own religious customs, such as the burial of their dead in cistvaens, simple rectangular boxes dug into the earth and lined with flat stone slabs with capstones placed over their tops.17

The Beaker people and Wessex culture migrations seem to have been driven by rising sea levels that affected their homelands in the low-lying coastal areas of the Netherlands and Belgium. The migration of a new people, however, originally from an area that now includes Austria and Germany, seems to have been triggered by the sudden onset of a period of colder weather. Until around 1200 BCE the British climate was warmer than it is today, more like we would now find in southern France or northern California. But then, quite quickly, the overall climate changed from what is known as the Subboreal to the Subatlantic climatic age, and temperatures dropped significantly. This has been determined by the remains of vegetation unearthed by archaeologists from the relevant levels of human occupation, showing the extinction of certain warm-weather flora and a marked increase in the kind of plants and trees that favor colder conditions.18 Various theories have been proposed for this climatic change, involving shifting ocean currents, volcanism, and an alteration in the sun’s activity. Whatever the cause, not only the British Isles but also other parts Europe grew colder, leading to dramatic consequences. In Austria and Germany, a cultural revolution was already taking place. This was the Germanic Bronze Age, when the alloy began to be produced in sufficient quantities to make a real difference to daily life. (The Bronze Age started at different times throughout the world, beginning around 3300 BCE in Mesopotamia, or modern Iraq.) Bronze tools, such as more efficient spades, axes, knives, and farming implements, replaced more fragile Stone Age ones. On the one hand this was fortunate, because the longer, colder winters meant that producing enough food was becoming ever more problematic. But with harsher conditions came protectionism. To safeguard their precious resources, settlements began to be fortified, and the new bronze tools made it easier and faster to build much bigger earthen structures, such as defensive ditches and embankments, and to work lumber into wooden stockades. Around 1200 BCE, fortified hilltop settlements began to replace the open communities of the lowlands. Generally referred to as hillforts, these new communities consisted of a cluster of dwellings on a relatively flat-topped hill around which a ditch was dug, together with an internal embankment surmounted by timber ramparts and a fortified gatehouse to guard the entrance. Inevitably, this siege mentality, together with the new bronze technology, led to the development of weapons of war, such as swords, battle-axes, daggers, and metal-tipped arrows and spears.19 A completely new kind of warrior culture was being born, a people the Greeks later referred to as the Keltoi. Today we know them as the Celts. As their dead were cremated and their ashes placed in pottery urns buried in fields, archaeologists refer to them as the Urnfield culture. Yet despite the turmoil created by these warlike people in mainland Europe, when they crossed the English Channel to settle in Britain these newcomers not only brought with them the true Bronze Age to the British Isles, but became as obsessed as their predecessors with using, repairing, and building stone circles—and the Megalithic age continued.20

By around 700 BCE the last wave of pre-Roman people arrived in Britain. For a hundred years or so, the Urnfield culture in continental Europe had been transformed by the Iron Age, when iron replaced bronze for the making of most common utensils, tools, and weapons. The melting point of iron is just over 1,500 degrees Celsius (2,732 degrees Fahrenheit), around 1,300 degrees Celsius higher than tin and nearly 500 degrees Celsius higher than copper, the primary components of bronze. Iron’s industrial production therefore occurred much later than bronze. It is generally thought to have begun in the Hittite Empire, centered on what is now Turkey around 3,000 years ago, although this is still a matter of scholarly debate. One way or another, by 800 BCE the Iron Age had reached Austria where it rapidly changed the entire nature of the Urnfield culture and initiated a new period of Celtic expansion.21 It was for these reasons that once the Urnfield culture in Austria and Germany had mastered the secrets of iron production, they quickly assumed control of much of central and northwestern Europe. This new Celtic phase is known as the Hallstatt culture, named after a site near Salzburg in Austria close to the modern border with Germany, where a huge cemetery of the period was excavated during the nineteenth century.22 From around 700 BCE, when they first arrived in Britain, until the Roman invasion of the first century CE, the Hallstatt people were the dominant culture here, yet archaeology and the writings of the Greeks and Romans reveal that they too continued to revere Megalithic sites and the ancient stone circles. In fact, they even seem to have embraced the Megalithic priesthood or its senior caste.23 (See chapter 10.)
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Fig. 1.3. Prehistoric migrations from mainland Europe to the British Isles.

So, it is quite possible, with the adoption of at least some aspects of the Megalithic culture by these successive waves of migrants, that the myths and legends of the original Neolithic inhabitants of the British Isles were passed on in oral tradition. Many ancient sites have legends and folklore attached to them that must have been transmitted for generations by word of mouth. Near the town of Mold in North Wales, for instance, there stands an earthen mound called Bryn yr Ellyllon that for centuries was said to be haunted by a woman reported to be wearing “golden armor.”24 
When the site was eventually excavated it was found to contain a 4,000-year-old skeleton wearing a ceremonial chest-and-shoulder adornment made from solid gold. Because of its shape and size, it is thought that the person buried there was a high-ranking woman, possibly a priestess who died around 1900 BCE. Now in the British Museum, the so-called Mold Cape is one of the most magnificent pieces of prehistoric art yet found in the British Isles. The figure in “golden armor” had lain there at peace for millennia, yet knowledge of her burial seems to have been passed down over the centuries to eventually be remembered in the form of a ghost story. Even if the account of her burial had been written down at some point, that could not have been until writing arrived in Britain with the Romans. At the very least, knowledge of the burial must have been conveyed by word of mouth for around 2,000 years.25

Another example of such long-lasting oral tradition is associated with the Cheesewring, an unusual rock formation on Bodmin Moor in Cornwall in Southwest England. Folklore related how travelers who became lost on the moors were guided to safety by an immortal Druid who dwelled in the vicinity, who would also offer them sustenance from a golden cup.26 When a nearby burial mound called Rillaton Barrow was eventually excavated the remains of a high-status individual, thought to have been an early Bronze Age priest, were discovered along with grave goods including a pure gold cup, probably used for ceremonial purposes. The mound had remained undisturbed for over 3,500 years, so once again it seems that folk memory of the person buried there with a gold goblet was transmitted from generation to generation by word of mouth until it transformed into the legend of the helpful Druid.

Such long-lived oral traditions have survived intact for centuries throughout the world, some for very much longer than those of the British Isles. When Europeans first arrived in what is now Oregon in the western United States in the early nineteenth century, they were told tales by the Klamath people who lived around Crater Lake about how the lake was formed. They were told that the lake, which the Klamath called Giiwas, had long ago been created in a great battle between powerful spirits when a mountain had stood there. The day skies turned to night and fire rained down from above until the mountain collapsed, leaving a huge hole in the ground that eventually filled with water to become Crater Lake.27 Modern geological research has shown that the lake was indeed formed in much the way the Klamath described. It had once been a volcano, destroyed by a massive, explosive eruption. Fiery pumice would have rained down over a vast area of the surrounding countryside, and a dark volcanic ash cloud would have blotted out the sun for miles around. All that remained of the volcano was what is known as a volcanic caldera that filled with rainwater to become Crater Lake. But how could the Klamath people have known this? Geology has revealed that the event had been the only such eruption in Oregon in the last million years—and it happened around 5700 BCE, some seven and a half thousand years before the Europeans heard the Klamath story.28 
The Klamath had no writing before the Europeans arrived, so the account must 
have been handed down verbally for over an astonishing seven millennia, or perhaps as pictorial representations drawn on skins or rocks. These are just a few examples demonstrating how societies without writing could indeed pass down traditions, myths, legends, and religious notions, unchanged for as long as the Megalithic culture endured in pre-Roman Britain.

The ancient peoples of the British Isles maintained an oral tradition that the Megalithic, stone-circle building culture that they embraced had begun on a long-lost land to the north of the Orkney Islands, until that land ultimately sank beneath the waves. The archaeological discovery in the Bay of Firth tends to confirm that there may well have been such a place. Today we call it Doggerland, but it’s hard to say what its inhabitants may have called it. At the very least, a megalithic complex was built on now-sunken land off the Orkney Islands centuries before identical monuments were created elsewhere in the British Isles. We shall return later to examine archaeological evidence for a lost civilization north of the British Isles; for now, however, we need to appreciate that its possible fate was just a small part of a dreadful, ongoing cataclysm that affected the entire world.
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