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An Introduction to

Greed

greed

(greed)

NOUN: Excessive desire, especially for wealth or possessions.

The seductive lure of avarice has left a bitter taste on the tongues of many: Midas quickly learns to rue his golden touch. King Ahab’s love of excess earns him a vineyard, but costs him his beloved Jezebel. And Macbeth’s lust for power leads him to regicide. The aching desire for more has led to the downfall of many an upright man, but the ways in which this sin reveals itself are abundant. The myriad dimensions of acquisitiveness, the most rapacious of sins, can be difficult to comprehend, but this dictionary of indulgence is your key to defining greed—in all its manifestations.





A

 

abduct

(ab-DUKT)

VERB: To take a person away secretly and illegally, often by use of force; to kidnap.

abscond

(ab-SKOND)

VERB: To depart quickly and in secret, especially to avoid criminal charges. To abscond is to secretly flee the consequences of one’s acts, particularly those acts leading to illicit gain.

accept

(ak-SEPT)

VERB: To take into possession.

accrete

(uh-KREET)

VERB: To accumulate or cause to become attached.

ache for

(AYK fohr)

VERB: A strong desire for something or someone.

acquire

(uh-KWYR)

VERB: To obtain something; to come into possession.

acquisitive

(uh-KWIZ-it-iv)

ADJECTIVE: A greedy tendency to acquire money or material things.


The king’s ACQUISITIVE nature required rooms upon rooms in the castle to be dedicated to the storage and display of his many treasures.



ad infinitum

(ad ihn-fi-NY-tuhm)

ADJECTIVE: Without end; literally, “to infinity.” The phrase refers to things without end or to something that is limitless. In practical use, ad infinitum usually carries a sense of ironic overstatement.

addiction

(uh-DICKT-shunn)

NOUN: The state of being psychologically dependent on something or someone.

adopt

(uh-DOPT)

VERB: To accept or take as one’s own.

affluenza

(a-floo-EN-zuh)

NOUN: A word combining affluent and influenza, affluenza has come to stand for a disease that affects wealthy young people who have suddenly come into large sums of money.

amass

(uh-MASS)

VERB: To collect or gather quantities of materials or things over time.

amoral

(ay-MOR-uhl)

ADJECTIVE: Without moral discretion or standards. To be amoral is to act as though the distinctions of right and wrong are nonexistent. A person who is amoral is neither moral nor immoral.

annihilate

(uh-NY-uh-layt)

VERB: To completely destroy.

appetence

(AP-eh-tents)

NOUN: Intense longing or desire; a natural craving.

appetency

(AP-eh-ten-see)

NOUN: Strong, unwavering desire.


One can tell Sandra has an APPETENCE for the finer things in life as she instinctively selects the most expensive wares without even looking at the price.



appetite

(ap-eh-TYT)

NOUN: The desire to satisfy a bodily need or craving, such as for food. Also, the desire for something non-food-related, such as power or sex.

appetition

(ap-eh-TISH-in)

NOUN: A medical term meaning a desire for, longing for, or seeking after something.

appraise

(uh-PRAYZ)

VERB: To estimate (an item’s) value.

appropriate

(uh-PRO-pree-ayt)

VERB: To take something without permission; to steal.


Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s need, but not every man’s greed.

—MAHATMA GANDHI



arrogate

(AYR-uh-gayt)

VERB: To demand something for oneself or to take control without authority.

aspire

(uh-SPYR)

VERB: To hope to achieve something; to be eagerly desirous.


The ambitious statesman ASPIRES to climb the chain of power, but his motivation is not to better the lives of his constituents; his only focus is personal gain.



athirst

(uh-THERST)

ADJECTIVE: Thirsty or eager for something.

attachment

(uh-TATCH-ment)

NOUN: Affection or regard for someone or something; the feeling that binds the two together.

audacious

(aw-DAY-shuss)

ADJECTIVE: Brazen, daring, or fearless. Audacious refers to bold, unrestrained, uncompromising behavior.

augment

(awg-MEHNT)

VERB: To make bigger; increase; enhance.

augmentation

(awg-mehn-TAY-shun)

NOUN: The process of increasing in extent, size, or scope. The broadening, extension, or increase of something is that thing’s augmentation.

auxiliary

(awg-ZIL-yuh-ree)

NOUN: Backup, reserve, extra.

avarice

(AV-er-iss)

NOUN: Great desire for riches. Avarice is extreme greed.


The Pharaoh’s AVARICE resulted in the constant raids and looting of neighboring kingdoms.



avaricious

(av-uh-RISH-us)

ADJECTIVE: Showing great desire for riches or extreme greed for wealth.

avidity

(uh-VID-ih-tee)

NOUN: Greediness, eagerness.
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