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“Frank Joseph is a thorough researcher and a great writer. He is offering a new chapter for ufologists to learn more about military confrontations between humans and extraterrestrials. I support his quality of research and the verifiable evidence that he has discovered.”

BRUCE WIDAMAN, FORMER STATE DIRECTOR OF THE MISSOURI MUTUAL 
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS NETWORK (MUFON)

“By equal measures, intriguing and terrifying. If just one of these incidents occurred as described in Military Encounters with Extraterrestrials, our history books will need to be rewritten.”

NICK POPE, U.K. MINISTRY OF DEFENSE (RETIRED), INVESTIGATOR OF 
UFO SIGHTINGS FOR SECRETARIAT (AIR STAFF) DIVISION, 1991 TO 1994



FOREWORD

Entering the Cosmic Arena

John E. Brandenburg, Ph.D.

Two possibilities exist: Either we are alone in the universe, or we are not. Both are equally terrifying.

ARTHUR C. CLARKE1

Unidentified flying objects have been fixtures of public discourse since the Second World War. They must be viewed, however, as part of a larger, more perilous drama concerning our journey of discovery through the universe. If we accept the extraterrestrial hypothesis—namely, that our species has been and still is in a relationship of some kind with intelligent beings from beyond our world—then a major part of this discussion includes involvement and confrontations between its armed forces and ours.

As author Frank Joseph shows, public sightings of UFOs represent the proverbial “tip of the iceberg” in a multifaceted collision between human and nonhuman cultures. His Military Encounters with Extraterrestrials focuses on just such a fundamental issue, which, as it turns out, is the most secret and perhaps most significant part of this covert, ongoing, if unacknowledged conflict. The harsh truth is, despite our best intentions and hopes, a major feature of the UFO phenomenon continues to be destructive and sometimes deadly clashes with off-world intruders penetrating our airspace at will.

This realization was already foreshadowed by my 2015 book, Death on Mars. In it, I present evidence of isotopic traces from an annihilating atomic attack launched against the Red Planet in the very distant past. In a universe we already know to possess many threats to intelligent life—supernovas, gamma ray bursts, comet and asteroid impacts—Mars tells us we must now add the threat of other intelligent life. Like our own war-torn world, the rest of the universe may be a cosmic arena for the execution of terrible evil on occasion, as the fate of Mars illustrates. Accordingly, encounters between the armed forces and UFOs are key to understanding how government authorities approach and handle UFO phenomena, not just in the United States, but internationally.

It is, therefore, fundamentally important for us to grasp that, as we make our way through the universe, it is neither simple nor always friendly. Indeed, Frank Joseph explores a wealth of relevant reports with the goal of educating readers about this vital aspect of the UFO situation. His Military Encounters with Extraterrestrials describes the most concealed, challenging aspect of humankind’s continuing cosmic journey. Such awareness promises to become ever more necessary the further we venture from Earth, with all the limitless possibilities of space travel, because it replaces our vulnerable naïveté with realistic awareness. Given the often-harrowing accounts presented in this book, that perception alone may someday be more decisive than we presently dare to imagine.

JOHN E. BRANDENBURG, 
PH.D., is a theoretical plasma physicist and science worker in defense, energy, space, and astrophysics. In addition to his acclaimed Death on Mars: The Discovery of a Planetary Nuclear Massacre (Kempton, IL: Adventures Unlimited Press, 2015), he published The GEM Unification Theory: Extending the Standard Model to Include Gravitation (Frankfurt, Germany: LAP LAMBERT Academic Publishing, 2016), which predicts gravity modification by electromagnetism for human space flight.



INTRODUCTION

Close Encounters of the Eighth Kind

Now I am become Death, the destroyer of worlds.

KRISHNA IN THE BHAGAVAD-GITA, FIFTH CENTURY BCE1

The publication of this book nearly coincides with the one hundredth anniversary of the most important conflict in the entire history of mankind—the first shots fired against otherworld opponents. From its opening salvo, fired by early military aviation’s preeminent warrior, to present-day “peacekeeping” operations in the Middle East, the undeclared, unreported, ongoing struggle is unknown to most, suspected by few, and familiar almost exclusively to those individuals engaged in it. It is, in effect, the Silent War. Although both sides have suffered undetermined numbers of casualties, and combatants are involved from almost all armed forces on Earth, the objectives of their commanding officers are classified and virtually nothing is disclosed about the enemy, whose own agendas are even more enigmatic.

This most important conflict is not an armed confrontation among nations or peoples, but between earthly humans and unearthly nonhumans—a true War of the Worlds. That concept originated in the visionary brain of H. G. Wells, whose 1897 novel of that title is the earliest published story about a global struggle pitting humankind against beings from another planet. Wells depicted the aliens as more technologically advanced than the defenders of Western civilization, which was nearly lost in a seemingly inexorable conquest of our planet by outside forces, until a natural virus, harmless to humans, but to which the invaders lacked immunity, fortuitously wiped them out. While the tale’s denouement is both satisfying and credible, Wells’s characterization of alien military superiority has been borne out by the last hundred years of extraterrestrial confrontations.

Exactly fifty years after the prescient book’s first publication, unidentified flying objects (UFOs) became an international sensation when the American aviator Kenneth Arnold made the first widely reported observation of them. He reported seeing nine large vehicles “shaped like a pie plate” flying in tandem near Mount Rainier, Washington, on June 24, 1947.2 Since then, a burgeoning number of UFO sightings and experiences from around the world have led to their classification into seven major categories:

Close Encounters of the First Kind: visual sightings of an unidentified flying object

Close Encounters of the Second Kind: interference by a UFO in the functioning of an earthly vehicle or electronic device, or leaving behind other kinds of physical evidence

Close Encounters of the Third Kind: a human in the presence of an extraterrestrial

Close Encounters of the Fourth Kind: a human abducted by extraterrestrials

Close Encounters of the Fifth Kind: direct communication between extraterrestrials and humans

Close Encounters of the Sixth Kind: death of a human or animal associated with a UFO or extraterrestrial sighting

Close Encounters of the Seventh Kind: Creation of a human/alien hybrid being, either by direct sexual reproduction or by artificial scientific methods

This book embraces most of these categories, while adding another one—Close Encounters of the Eighth Kind: military confrontations between human combatants and extraterrestrials.

This category is necessitated by the long history of armed encounters with off-world belligerents since 1917, the year first shots were fired by soldiers against a UFO. The evidence goes far beyond hearsay. Meanwhile, the warning sounded by U.S. Army general Hugh S. Johnson to millions of his fellow Americans in a nationwide radio broadcast near the outbreak of World War II is even more appropriate at this time, given the orders of most air forces to shoot extraterrestrial vehicles on sight:

We are utterly, tragically unready for war or defense today. Until we are ready, acts of war committed by us can force an attack on us, whether a probable future enemy desires it or not—or desires it now or not. Many recent acts of ours are acts of war. They are not prudent statesmanship. They are a sort of reckless shooting craps with destiny for the stake of our democracy.3

Although General Johnson was referring to international conflicts, his words are no less applicable to interstellar encounters in our time. Indeed, the stakes could be as high as they can get, as a world-class scholar suggests. John E. Brandenburg, Ph.D., is a plasma physicist at Orbital Technologies in Madison, Wisconsin, where he researches microwave electrothermal plasma thrusters for propulsion in space. Previously he investigated air plasmas and plasma propulsion at Florida Space Institute at America’s Kennedy Space Center. Earlier associated with the Aerospace Corporation, Brandenburg was an independent consultant on space-missile defense with directed energy weapons at Mission Research Corporation and Sandia National Laboratories, in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Brandenburg’s book, Dead Mars, Dying Earth, coauthored with Monica Rix Paxson, won the Silver Medal in the Ben Franklin Awards for books on science and environment.4 Accordingly, Brandenburg’s deductions from Martian geology and topography are not the fantasies of a science-fiction writer, but academically rigorous conclusions reached by one of the most important scholars in the world today.
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John E. Brandenburg, Ph.D.

Brandenburg presents compelling evidence that the Red Planet is more appropriately named after the Roman god of war than previous generations suspected. Brandenburg’s discoveries comprise the most astounding, even the most alarming news we could ever hope to learn: that a nonhuman civilization flourished on Mars more than a quarter of a billion years before our species evolved on Earth. This civilization was deliberately annihilated, and all life on its world was eradicated by some inconceivably powerful entity wielding atomic weapons. In a May 2013 interview with Australia’s New Dawn magazine, I asked him what first suggested a nuclear attack on Mars during the remote ancient past:

A comment by a nuclear physicist at Sandia Labs, where I worked, in 1984. I mentioned to him the excess in Mars’s atmosphere of xenon 129 [an isotope, the radioactive form of a chemical element]. He became curious, and looked at the data, and then commented flatly: “someone nuked Mars.” He then refused to discuss the matter any further. It took a long time for me to reconstruct the reasons for him saying this from the “open literature.”

Brandenburg was particularly intrigued by:

the spectrum of krypton and xenon isotopes found in the Mars atmosphere, particularly xenon 129 and krypton 80. Both are produced by nuclear explosions, the xenon 129 directly from fission of uranium 238, and thorium by high-energy fusion neutrons, and the krypton 80 by intense neutron bombardment of the soil. The Mars meteorites, which are samples of subsurface rock form Mars, are depleted in Uranium, Thorium, and Potassium, all radioactive elements, relative to Earth rocks. But gamma rays from the surface of Mars measured by Russian and American probes show much higher levels spread over the Mars surface; radiation from two hot spots. Thus, space craft measurements of Mars’s atmosphere, and surface radioactivity, plus measurements of meteorites from Mars show this evidence.

The fission of Uranium 238 and Thorium can only be done by fusion neutrons from a hydrogen bomb reaction, so, in my opinion, this cannot be explained naturally. Data taken by the Mars Science Laboratory’s Radiation Assessment Detector (RAD) from Curiosity’s interplanetary journey to Mars shows large exposures to radiation, as confirmed and published in Science Magazine in the 31 May 2013 issue.5 A thin layer of radioactive substances including uranium, thorium and radioactive potassium covers the Martian surface in a pattern radiating from a hot spot, as indicated by recent maps showing gamma rays in a radiating debris pattern. What may have been an air-burst the equivalent of one million, one-megaton hydrogen bombs occurred over the northern Mare Acidalium region of Mars, where there is a heavy concentration of radioactivity.

The terrible truth: Mars was actually Earthlike for most of its geologic history. Mars held a massive and evolving biosphere, but was wracked by a mysterious and astonishing nuclear catastrophe. The possible archaeology at Cydonia Mensa and Elysium on Mars looks like a primitive civilization. It appears, from examining several, possibly archaeological locations, that the destroyed culture was roughly equivalent to our Western European Bronze Age that began during the late 4th Millennium BCE, and ended around 600 BCE. But that is only an impression from orbit. We must land there and find out. We have seen, in space-probe images at several places, what looks like artificial ruins. I think we must dispatch astronaut teams to Mars as soon as possible to dig at the principle [sic] sites, that is the best way to maximize knowledge of what happened and when it happened. It was long ago, perhaps two hundred to three hundred million years ago. Not even dinosaurs were present then. Only long-lived and stable isotopes record this event.6

I asked how Brandenburg’s colleagues in the scientific community reacted to his evidence concerning an artificial nuclear event on Mars. He replied:

I have shown this to many experts in defense nuclear science. They agree with my interpretation, but cannot be quoted publicly. The reaction of my colleagues at the STAIF II meeting [the second Space Technology and Applications International Forum, held April 16–18, 2013, in Albuquerque], where I presented this work was astonishment. However, none disagreed with my basic analysis.7

If it is correct, Brandenburg’s analysis verifies the existence of extraterrestrial civilizations, at least in the remote past. It also suggests the Earth’s vulnerability to some outside attack like the one that obliterated life on Mars.

Many more hard facts establish the existence of military operations conducted by our species against off-world opponents since 1917. Could this war escalate into the kind of global annihilation that befell our planetary neighbor? If such an event did indeed take place long ago, was it a precedent for what we risk in the future? Yesterday, Mars; tomorrow, Earth?

What might the alternatives be? Attempted negotiation with non-humans, or defeating them? Communication with our closest relatives, chimpanzees, continues to elude us, so expectations for useful dialogue with creatures from another world seem to be unjustified. And, given their apparently huge technological edge, attempting to overcome them militarily seems dangerously ill-advised. Our minds balk at the very notion of such questions. Indeed, as recently as October 2016, the Christian Science Monitor reported that “a team of international scientists was able to create a 3-D map, and now calculates there are at least two trillion galaxies in the universe.”8

An average galaxy, such as our own, has an estimated one hundred billion planets. Multiply this number by two trillion, and the existence of civilized beings capable of intergalactic travel jumps from theoretical possibility to statistical inevitability. That these beings continue to violate our airspace is no less certain, as affirmed by the abundant evidence that I will present in the following history. Unlike other volumes in the vast and growing library of ufology, this work concentrates exclusively on the military aspect of the extraterrestrial problem.

This book relies upon evidence provided by armed-forces personnel, and often by highly competent airmen, the world’s most dead-serious eyewitnesses. The lives of these professional observers, and those of their comrades, depend on keen awareness of their surroundings in every detail. No-nonsense accuracy is expected of them in filing written reports to their superior officers. Thus these reports affirm the reality of the existence of UFO controversies in a way unlike any other body of supporting facts. Accordingly, their testimonies amount to exceptionally trustworthy evidence far more reliable than the recollections of untrained civilians.

Readers familiar with my previous work, which deals primarily with alternative archaeology, may want an explanation for this untypical subject change. They may be unaware that I have published four military titles as a kind of unpremeditated preparation for this effort. More decisively, a chance encounter with material unrelated to my earthbound research set me on this alternate path nearly a quarter of a century ago.

During September 1993, I was at the Cairo Museum studying the life of Pharaoh Thutmose III. As the sixth monarch of the Eighteenth Dynasty, he was king of Egypt for fifty-four years, beginning in 1479 BCE. Among his documents I was allowed to inspect was an English-language translation of the Tulli Papyrus. Hoping to learn something about the pharaoh’s connection with ancient Egyptian seamanship, I was surprised to read instead how, during the “sixth hour of the day” (1:00 p.m.) on an unspecified day in February, during “the twenty-second year” of Thutmose’s reign (1457 BCE), multiple persons observed “a disc [or ring] of fire coming in the sky. Its body was one rod [about one hundred fifty feet] long, and one rod wide. It had no voice.” (Most modern UFO sightings are described as noiseless.)

Eyewitnesses were terrified. “Their hearts became confused, then they laid themselves on their bellies.” Afterward “they went to the King to report it.” His Majesty ordered an investigation. “Now, when some days had passed over these things—it was following supper—they [the fire discs returning in additional numbers] were more numerous than anything. They were shining in the sky more than the sun to the limits of the four supports of heaven [the four cardinal directions]. Powerful was the position of the fire discs. The army of the king looked on, and His Majesty was in the midst of it [Thutmose put the country on high alert]. Thereupon, they [the fire discs] went up higher, directed toward the South,” and vanished. The objects represented “a marvel that never occurred since the foundation of this land. And it was [ordered] that the event [be recorded for] His Majesty in the Annals of the House of Life [to be remembered] forever.”9
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Portrait statue of Pharaoh Thutmose III at the Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna, circa 1450 BCE.

While most Egyptologists have nothing to say about the Tulli Papyrus, some assume that it describes a kind of meteorological occurrence they are otherwise at a loss to define. A few still argue that the document is a hoax perpetrated by ufologists. These skeptics are apparently unaware that the original was found in 1933, fourteen years before flying saucers became public knowledge, by the director of the Egyptian section in the Vatican Museum—hardly someone fitting the profile of a swindler. Alberto Tulli never profited from his discovery. In fact, for the rest of his life he kept it secret among his personal papers, where it was only discovered after World War II by Boris de Rachewiltz (1926–97) an Italo-Russian Egyptologist whose dozen books about Nile civilization are still sought as classics. Étienne Drioton of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo transcribed the text from the original hieratic script into more familiar hieroglyphics. De Rachewiltz then translated it into English and published it in 1953. The quality of his translation is considered acceptable. Moreover, the transcribed Egyptian text that survives stands up to scrutiny, and does not appear to be an obvious hoax. Drioton was not only on staff at the Cairo Museum, he was also an authority in his own right, and is routinely referenced by others in the field.

More recently, anthropologist R. Cedric Leonard, a national associate of the Smithsonian Institution, completed his own redaction of the Tulli Papyrus, which elucidates de Rachewiltz’s translation but does not differ significantly from it.

The academic credentials of every scholar associated with the Tulli Papyrus, combined with its own textual evidence, confirm the record’s authenticity. Indeed curators at the Egyptian Museum, the foremost institution of its kind in the world, do not admit suspect materials into their collections, especially concerning one of ancient Egypt’s most important leaders. The Tulli Papyrus not only describes history’s earliest known sighting of UFOs, but is also the first documented encounter between such craft and military forces. It was not, however, the only incident of its kind recorded by ancient sources.
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Illustration of Timoleon from Promptuarii Iconum Insigniorum, a mid-sixteenth century iconography book.

In book 16 chapter 66 of his Bibliotheca Historica (Historical library), Diodorus Siculus, writing in the first century BCE, told how the Greek general Timoleon was at sea with his fleet during the summer of 343 BCE in an invasion of Sicily, when he and his men saw “a torch in the sky” that stayed with their ships until they hit the beaches.10

The earliest recorded extraterrestrial intervention in mankind’s military affairs took place in 74 BCE, when an army commanded by Rome’s redoubtable general Lucius Licinius Lucullus was about to attack the assembled forces of Mithridates VI, the Persian king of what is today northern Turkey. “But presently,” Plutarch described in his Lives, “as they were on the point of joining battle, with no apparent change of weather, but all on a sudden, the sky burst asunder, and a huge, flame-like body was seen to fall between the two armies. In shape, it was most like a pithos [a large wine jar], and in color, like molten silver. Both sides were astonished at the sight, and separated.”11
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Engraving of stone bust depicting Lucullus (Hermitage Museum, 
Saint Petersburg, Russia). Image by Janmad.
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Roman marble sculpture from the first
century CE portraying Mithridates VI
as Hercules. This statue has been part
of the Louvre collections since 1860.
Photograph by Eric Gaba.

A somewhat similar instance was later documented by the Annales Laurissenses maiores (Royal Frankish annals). These are year-by-year histories of the French monarchy from the mid-eighth to the early ninth centuries CE, and remain, in the words of Wikipedia, “a crucial source on the political and military history of the reign of Charlemagne.”12 The annals record how his soldiers were defending Germany’s Sigiburg Castle, overlooking the Ruhr River, when besieging Saxon forces fled from “the likeness of two, large, flaming shields, reddish in color,” that began hovering overhead, in 776 CE.13
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Plate from the medieval Annales Laurissenses maiores.

Well-documented encounters such as these establish that the UFO phenomenon was not sparked by mid-twentieth-century hysteria, as skeptics insist. It goes back not decades, but millennia. It was only after man learned how to fly and carry his weapons into the sky that he could challenge the frightening “fire discs,” as will be seen in the following pages.
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1

Engagement with Extraterrestrials in World War I

UFOs are real. Too many good men that don’t experience hallucinations have seen them.

CAPTAIN EDDIE RICKENBACKER, LEADING U.S. FIGHTER ACE OF THE FIRST 
WORLD WAR.1

After sunrise, March 13, 1917, one of military aviation’s most famous pilots took off at the controls of his pursuit biplane from the Jasta 11 fighter-squadron field in western Belgium. Twenty-five-year-old Baron Manfred von Richthofen, better known as the Red Baron, was accompanied in the air only by his younger wingman, Peter Waitzrik. Their dawn patrol flew routinely for almost an hour through the clear skies of early morning until a large metallic disk, ringed at its perimeter by undulating orange lights, appeared without warning directly in front of them. In a later interview, Waitzrik recalled:

We were terrified, because we’d never seen anything like it before. The thing was maybe forty meters [136 feet, compared to the 28-foot-ten-and-one-quarter-inch wingspan of their own pursuit planes] in diameter. The Baron immediately opened fire, and the thing went down like a rock, shearing off tree limbs, as it crashed in the woods. Then, two little, baldheaded guys climbed out and ran away. The Baron and I gave a full report on the incident back at headquarters, and they told us not to ever mention it again. And except for my wife and grandkids, I never told a soul. But it’s been over eighty years, so what difference could it possibly make now?2

Throughout much of the rest of the twentieth century, silence had been imposed on Waitzrik by his decades-long career as a flight captain for Lufthansa, whose directors, like chief airline executives almost everywhere, forbade their employees, especially their pilots, from making public pronouncements about encounters with extraterrestrial vehicles.

Waitzrik continued: “The U.S. had just [about] entered the war, so we assumed it was something they’d sent up.” Instead, it looked “just like those saucer-shaped spaceships that everybody’s been seeing for the last 50 years. So there’s no doubt in my mind now that that was no U.S. reconnaissance plane the Baron shot down, that was some kind of spacecraft from another planet—and those little guys who ran off into the woods weren’t Americans, they were space aliens of some kind.”3
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Figure 1.1.
Baron Manfred von Richthofen,
also known as the Red Baron,
who accompanied Waitzrik on
his flight.
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Figure 1.2. A Halberstadt pursuit plane of the type von Richthofen flew in March 1917,
when he was alleged to have shot down a UFO.

Since Waitzrik’s story was first published in 1999, historians have pointed out its fundamental inconsistencies. Writer Joe Berger told how von Richthofen shot down the UFO while flying his famous red triplane, a characterization perpetuated more recently in the cover art of British author Nigel Watson’s 2015 book, UFOs of the First World War.4 According to skeptics, the Baron’s aircraft in mid-March was not a triplane, but an entirely different Albatros D.III 789/17 biplane.

While it is true that the Fokker model would not make its debut until the following August, half a year after the alleged event, the baron flew neither it nor an Albatros, but a Halberstadt D.II from March 9 until the end of the month. The little pursuit model was powered by a 120-hp, six-cylinder, in-line Mercedes engine and had a maximum speed of about 93 mph, not much compared with an interplanetary vehicle.

Skeptics scoff at the notion that a vessel capable of traveling from another world could have fallen so easily to the 7.92-millimeter rounds of a single Spandau machine gun fired by the baron. It is true that metallic fragments retrieved from the exteriors of extraterrestrial spacecraft are typically described as almost tissue-thin and extraordinarily light, resembling tinfoil used for chocolate-candy wrappers. Yet the UFOs often seem immune to armed attack (as will be described in later chapters), perhaps because they protect themselves with some kind of undetectable shield that appears to depend on the crew’s awareness for its effectiveness. The “two little baldheaded guys” operating “the thing” destroyed by von Richthofen might have been so preoccupied with observing events on the ground below that they failed to notice his approach—which would have been difficult enough to detect under normal combat conditions, because head-on, the spindly Halberstadt fighter he was flying was almost invisible, even at close range.

Berger’s article was illustrated with an authentic World War I era photograph (Ref. Bundesrarchiv Bild 183-2004-0430-501) of the Baron seated in his aircraft. Taken on May 23, 1917, it shows him with ten other Jasta 11 pilots. The last man on the right, Leutnant Otto Brauneck, is incorrectly identified in a circle as “Peter Waitzrik.” Berger writes that Waitzrik was “a German Air Force ace,” although no one by that name is listed in the annals of Deutsche Luftstreitkräfte fliers credited with at least five victories. It was not unusual, however, for von Richthofen to set out on routine patrols with rookie airmen to whom he preferred to offer the personal benefit of his experience and expertise rather than with fellow officers. Peter Waitzrik appears to have been just such a fledgling pilot.

Historical errors or exaggerations of detail like these are hardly unknown in newspaper articles but are generally and relatively unimportant if they do not significantly detract from the core report. What actually hurt Waitzrik’s credibility was the fact that his story was published by Weekly World News. His appearance in a notorious American tabloid was enough for most historians to dismiss him as the perpetrator of an obvious hoax.

What the debunkers did not know was how Waitzrik and his family had failed to interest mainstream newspaper editors or even ufologists in Germany, particularly in his hometown of Bonn, in his most cherished wartime memory. Increasingly desperate to see his long-kept secret in print before he passed away, his children finally approached the only periodical willing to release it. As such, his words should be judged on their own merits, within the historical context of World War I, despite the venue of their publication. We may someday be grateful to the Weekly World News, because had its editors followed the more respectable broadsheets in ignoring Waitzrik’s secret, it would have died with him.

If the last statements of a dying old flier were true—a man whose professional career as a pilot spanned most of the previous century—then the opening shot in our planet’s real War of the Worlds was fired one hundred years ago by military aviation’s most renowned airman flying a cloth-covered biplane near the Belgian border with France, where the alien intruders suffered their first loss. Although this may seem absurdly incredible, it does not lie beyond the realm of possibility. In 1979’s epic film Apocalypse Now, a crew chief steers his U.S. patrol boat equipped with state-of-the-art electronics and machine guns up a river through enemy territory in wartime Vietnam when he is struck down by a primitive javelin hurled from shore by a native hiding in the jungle. As the captain lies mortally wounded on deck, he utters his last words in astonished disbelief: “A spear!” The contrasting irony between the lethal victory of that Stone Age weapon over the modern warship was so extreme that it dominated the final moment of the character’s life.

Scientific advances in armaments may have granted modern man domination over less well-developed societies, but it has not rendered him invincible. So too, our extraterrestrial visitors appear to have mastered forms of technology that are beyond present human understanding. But unfavorable circumstances and enemy vigilance are potentially fatal chinks in the armor of every warrior. Baron von Richthofen’s reflex instinct took advantage of a fleeting opportunity to fire at the UFO. Thus, an inconceivably superior vehicle, capable of traveling between star systems, was brought down by a fragile airplane of laminated cloth and wood, with a maximum range of 156 miles, mounting a pathetic little machine gun. In that moment, the chasm of difference between each craft was overcome by the decisive action of one man.

Neither the wreckage of the disk von Richthofen shot down nor its two surviving operators are mentioned in any contemporaneous German Army field reports. For millennia before, unknown thousands of eyewitnesses around the globe observed profuse varieties of UFOs. But not until March 13, 1917, was one of them brought down. None of this was appreciated or understood at the time, because the baron, his neophyte wingman, and their Luftstreitkräfte (German Air Force) superiors never considered an extraterrestrial explanation for the strange disk. They could only conclude that it must have been the latest example of American weapons technology—with some reason, because the United States, while still officially neutral, was momentarily expected to join the European fray.


SIGHTINGS IN THE STATES

Interestingly, the date of von Richthofen’s uncredited victory over a UFO lends some credibility to Waitzrik’s account. Precisely one month and a day after their otherworldly encounter, and just a week following Congress’s declaration of war against Imperial Germany, three servicemen from Company L of the 6th Massachusetts National Guard were in position near Maine’s Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, described by encyclopedist Michael David Hall as “the most important military facility then on the East Coast.”5 About 2:30 on the brightly moonlit morning of April 14, 1917, they observed an unidentified vehicle flying slowly in their direction at low altitude over the Piscataqua River.

Remarkably in these early days of aviation, when all airplane engines were loud enough to be heard for miles around, the approaching craft was utterly silent. When it dove toward the bridge at which the soldiers were stationed, they opened fire with their M1903 Springfield rifles. The craft abruptly accelerated no less noiselessly at a terrific speed, vanishing away almost instantly into the night. The Massachusetts National Guard conducted a thorough investigation of the incident, concluding that neither civilian nor military aircraft, American or foreign, had been involved. Indeed only a tiny handful of domestic pilots even existed in New England at the time, none of them qualified for flight after dark. The possibility of a German warplane operating at night anywhere in the United States was even more unlikely, especially given the unidentified object’s rapid acceleration, which was utterly beyond the capabilities of early twentieth-century aviation.
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Figure 1.3. Maine’s Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in 1917.

The credibility of the Company L guardsmen began to be called into question until additional reports were filed over the following days by military and civilian eyewitnesses describing similar vehicles sighted in the immediate vicinity of the skies above the shipyard. These later observations included one of an airborne vehicle adorned with a pair of green lights (which no known aircraft carried before 1920), and, in a daylight sighting, something resembling “a toy balloon surrounded by a circle of smoke”—hardly the description of a contemporaneous Curtiss Jenny or Gotha bomber.6

Although the Piscataqua River engagement was the first of its kind in the United States, it was preceded by the premier bombardment of earthly targets by off-world aggressors. On January 10, 1916, fifteen months before the Maine occurrence, a glazing house for sealing explosives in travel-protected glass containers manufactured by the DuPont gunpowder factory at Carneys Point, New Jersey, was demolished by a powerful explosion. Though America had not yet entered World War I, many Americans sensed a need to prepare. Watson describes Carneys Point as “an important munitions factory that had quickly expanded to meet the needs of the war effort, and at this time employed twenty-five thousand workers.”7

The following morning, nine miles across the Delaware River, DuPont’s Hagley Yard munitions plant in Wilmington, Delaware, experienced two blasts that obliterated several powder mills. Within twenty-four hours, the same plant was hit by a third detonation, destroying another powder mill.

On January 14, 1916, an acid house at DuPont’s Gibbstown, New Jersey, factory blew up. Two weeks later, disaster again struck Carneys Point, when five buildings were burned to the ground. Fire erupted in a photographic studio at the same plant on February 4. Forty-eight hours later, DuPont’s Tacoma, Washington, munitions works exploded. No less than thirty-nine mysterious conflagrations suddenly and simultaneously raged across Philadelphia for sixteen hours, beginning on the night of February 14—during late winter, a season known for its low fire hazard. The next day, destruction returned to the Gibbstown factory, when a distillation house was destroyed by fire. Carneys Point was yet again ravaged by fires on February 17 and 24, while DuPont’s Deep Water Point station for shipping explosives blew up on February 22.

In his UFOs of the First World War, author Nigel Watson remarks that “so many explosions in DuPont factories making gunpowder for the Allied forces in such a short space of time, and within such a small area” (except for the Tacoma, Washington plant), was extraordinary.8 Readers might assume that such accidents could result from the dangers endemic to munitions manufacture, especially during an era that was less technologically developed than our own. But the series of disasters that beset the gunpowder factories and the city of Philadelphia, compressed into six weeks and four days, was unprecedented.

In fact, DuPont prided itself on its well-deserved reputation for safety. None of the company’s infrastructure had suffered any mishaps for the previous nine years, and, even then, a 1907 explosion had been limited to a single building at one plant—not, as would transpire later, recurring at four separate factories in three different states.

At the time, foreign saboteurs were strongly suspected, even though America was still more than a year away from going to war with the Germany of Kaiser Wilhelm II. But the Germans were unlikely to carry out sabotage in the United States, because they were desperately striving to keep the Americans out of the European conflict, aware as they were that President Woodrow Wilson would side with Great Britain.

If enemy sabotage and industrial accidents are unlikely causes for early 1916’s factory explosions and fires, then we could infer that they were connected with an outstanding number of UFO sightings associated with the conflagrations. Multiple eyewitnesses observed one of the objects above downtown Wilmington, near the DuPont offices, while a railroad worker “saw an airplane flying over the power plant along the Brandywine [Valley]” following the Hagley Yard detonation; no civilian or military planes even existed in western New Jersey at the time.9 The airborne machine appeared again over the city on February 13, 1916, when its return was reported in the local press. After the fire there six days before, an unknown craft hovering over the ashes “was clearly visible,” according to Watson, “and it began to display a light just before it flew out of view.”10

Another strange vehicle was seen circling at altitude without a sound over the Gibbstown plant on January 31, shortly after the factory exploded, by numerous residents of nearby Paulsboro, New Jersey. Among them was Albert J. Parsons, a U.S. Marine Corps veteran and captain of DuPont’s security police at Carneys Point. He described how around 8:45 p.m., “a white light appeared suddenly over the Deep Water Point section of the plant. It shone steadily at an estimated height of fifteen hundred feet . . . [and] moved at times, and then appeared to be still, and then it seemed to be going up and down, or moving in a semi-circle.”11

This strange motion is similar to the so-called “falling-leaf ” movement sometimes associated with UFOs. These otherworld vessels focused their attention on war factories across the United States, such as a rifle-manufacturing works in Eddystone, New Jersey, or the DuPont gunpowder yard at Coatsville, Pennsylvania, both on February 4, 1916. At the same time, wrote the Philadelphia Inquirer, “some foreign war contrivance never before seen on this side of the Atlantic” was seen suspended directly above the Italian freighter Bologna as she was loading explosives at the Deep Water Point.12 In the early dawn of February 13, a vehicle aloft bearing red and white lights, but larger by far than any known aircraft, was observed to noiselessly and carefully probe New Jersey’s Ingersoll-Rand, Edison Cement, and Taylor-Wharton companies.

Four days later, at 8:30 a.m., a lookout manning the Ellis fire tower outside Ashland, Wisconsin, reported a large, bright light that flew low around the Barksdale DuPont plant, the largest munitions manufacturer in the state, employing twenty-three hundred workers. In addition to producing dynamite, Barksdale supplied the U.S. Army with the more powerful triton explosives. Watson’s observation that “sightings of aircraft were concentrated around industrial and military locations” characterizes the veritable wave of UFOs seen by thousands of persons within a remarkably brief period.13

Although these “aircraft” were sighted after each conflagration, they were never identified. But the devastation they wrought at five explosives plants, sometimes repeatedly, suggests that intruders from a civilization not of this Earth violently opposed the United States’ participation in World War I. No other combatant nation suffered similarly destructive raids on its munitions manufacturing, while close passes executed over America’s most important explosives factories suggest that they were being closely monitored by nonhuman reconnaissance.

While extraterrestrial explanations may seem plausible alternatives to hypotheses arguing for German sabotage or coincidental accidents, none of the many observers in January and February 1916 claimed to have observed a UFO actually attack any of the DuPont plants; at most, “some foreign war contrivance” was seen flying in their immediate vicinity following each blaze.14 As such, documentation of direct cause and effect is lacking. Bridging that gap with logical assumptions, no matter how apparently credible, remains insufficient to confirm connections between events on the ground and observations in the sky, if only because it ignores other perhaps still unknown possibilities, such as undiscovered meteorological phenomena interfacing catastrophically with unstable chemical compounds.

For example, what Watson describes as “a skyquake” shook buildings in Cincinnati, Ohio, on January 12, between the Carneys Point and Gibbstown explosions: “This incident might indicate that some geophysical mechanism could have been at work in a variety of localities on that day or series of days.”15 A UFO was observed by multiple eyewitnesses from Glenolden, Pennsylvania, to Philadelphia on February 3, about six and a half hours after an earthquake with an epicenter in Schenectady, New York, shattered windows for twenty-five miles around. Critics might argue that these two were the only sightings associated with extraordinary natural conditions, while the Barksdale plant in Wisconsin and the Tacoma factory were too far removed from events in New Jersey, Delaware, or Pennsylvania to have been similarly affected.

Moreover, alien interference with American war production in early 1916 was hardly the last such series of incidents, as the following chapters illustrate. Most eyewitness accounts of the DuPont and other related explosions match typical descriptions of UFOs observed from the late 1940s until the present, when first nuclear facilities, then missiles with atomic warheads, were attacked or sometimes destroyed, thereby lending greater probability to extraterrestrial explanations.

There survives at least a hint that some of World War I’s most prominent Americans were aware that their country’s munitions plants were being systematically targeted for demolition by “some other species from some other planet.”16 
As recorded in a document from the era at Washington, D.C.’s Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace, famed philosopher, psychologist, and educational 
reformer John Dewey addressed a visiting Japanese delegation in 1917. Dewey’s 
peculiar opening words suggest he knew more than he could say: “The best way to cause all the people of the world to come together in one world government and end war forever would be if we were attacked by some other species from some other planet.”17


[image: image]

Figure 1.4. The Lehigh Valley pier after destruction of the Black Tom facility on
July 30, 1916. Witnesses before the explosion, heard as far away as Philadelphia,
reported seeing a peculiar-looking “silver aeroplane” hovering silently over
New Jersey’s major munitions depot just before the blast, which was equivalent
to an earthquake measuring 5.5 on the Richter scale.
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Allies and ETs in World War II

The special committee on non-terrestrial science and technology [is] coming to grips with the reality that our planet is not the only one harboring intelligent life in the universe.

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, TOP-SECRET MEMO ON WHITE HOUSE 
STATIONERY, WASHINGTON, D.C., FEBRUARY 22, 19441

In September 1942, Albert Lancashire was on duty at Cresswell radar base near Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, on England’s northeast coast. Scanning the afternoon skies, the twenty-seven-year-old observer spotted a luminous sphere moving noiselessly behind a wispy cloud. As he was about to sound the alarm, the object shot down a foot-wide beam of bright yellow light that struck him in the face. Albert threw up his hands and felt “a floating sensation” before quickly losing consciousness. Seconds or minutes later, he awoke, unharmed, a few yards from where he had suddenly and inexplicably fallen asleep. The luminosity in the sky was gone, and he resumed his duties. Lancashire did not report the incident and virtually forgot about it until well into his seventies when he recollected having “walked up a beam of light and been taken aboard a craft by a pygmy-sized man.”2 His brief capture was the only published account of its kind from World War II, but it occurred nearly twenty years before the famous Betty and Barney Hill incident, a classic UFO abduction case.

Three months before Lancashire’s abduction, a confrontation far more typical of such encounters experienced by Royal Air Force crew members was reported by Lieutenant Roman “Ray” Sabinski, serving with a division of Polish volunteers attached to the RAF.

On the night of June 25, 1942, Sabinski was the commander of a twin-engine Vickers Wellington long-range medium bomber during its return flight from a mission to Germany’s Ruhr Valley. As he crossed the border over Holland in clear weather, his tail gunner alerted him of an approach to the stern by “a very bright light”—an enemy fighter equipped with a searchlight, as both men naturally assumed. But as the interceptor gained on them, it did not resemble an aircraft so much as an amorphous, copper-colored sphere. When it came within firing range, all four of the Wellington’s Browning machine guns blazed streams of .303-caliber ammunition at the target.

“To the crew’s surprise,” writes military historian Keith Chester, “the rounds were simply entering the object and not coming out the opposite side. The bullets were neither falling towards the ground, nor were they passing through the object; they simply entered the ball of light and disappeared. Remarkably, with so many apparent hits on the object, the crew could see no visible damage, no effect whatsoever.”3

[image: image]

Figure 2.1. Rear turret of a Wellington bomber.

As the tail gunner continued to fire on it, the sphere “suddenly changed position,” Sabinski observed, “and, at a terrific speed, moved over to the port side, almost at the same distance, about two hundred yards from the wing.” Now the nose gunner opened with his quartet of machine guns, catching the target in a crossfire that would have shredded any other aircraft, but not this one. They ceased firing only when Sabinski personally took over the controls to execute emergency evasive action. “And while I was doing quite violent maneuvers,” he said, “moving the wings up and down, uh, this object stayed exactly at the extension of the wing, which means you would have to, at that distance, develop tremendous speed to catch up and keep formation with my aircraft.”4

When not even these exertions could shake off their unwelcome escort, the bomber’s eight Brownings resumed firing on it, again without any results. The sphere then shot around to momentarily hold a position directly in front of the nose gunner, who pumped it with long streams of 7.7-millimeter rounds at point-blank range. It then “took off at a fantastic speed,” according to Sabinski, flying “at least a forty-five degree angle, and just disappeared between the stars.”5 After landing back at base, he learned that a fellow Wellington commander, participating in the same mission and flying some distance behind Sabinski, had been identically confronted by the same kind of harmless interceptor.

On November 28 of the same year, an Avro Lancaster heavy bomber of the 61st Squadron flew out of its base in Syerston, Lincolnshire, to raid the northern Italian city of Turin. After completing the target run around an exceptionally clear and bright midnight, every man aboard beheld a two hundred- to three-hundred-foot-long object sporting four pairs of red lights spaced equal distances along its body. They watched the craft proceed on a course level with their own altitude at an estimated speed of five hundred miles per hour, ten to fifteen miles southwest of Turin, where it vanished. Five minutes later, the object reappeared at fourteen thousand feet, cruising in a southwesterly direction just over the mountaintops of the Alps. Captain Lever remarked that he had seen similar craft three months earlier during operations over Amsterdam.

In his meticulously compiled The UFO Files: The Inside Story of Real-Life Sightings, British author David Clarke describes a document relating to this incident in the “Royal Air Force files at the National Archives stamped ‘Secret.’ At the time [1942], it was judged to be of such significance that details were sent directly to the RAF Bomber Command with a covering letter from the Air Vice Marshal of No. 5 Group, RAF, which read, ‘Herewith a copy of a report received from a crew of a Lancaster after a raid on Turin. The crew refuses to be shaken in their story in the face of the usual banter and ridicule.’”6

On September 10, 1944, while “a reconnaissance plane and its crew were returning from a mission over occupied Europe, on the English coast, possibly near Cumbria, their aircraft was approached by a metallic UFO, which shadowed them,” according to the August 5, 2010, issue of Britain’s Telegraph newspaper. “Later, during discussions about the unexplained incident, the two men were claimed to have become so concerned by the incident that Churchill ordered it remain secret for fifty years or more.”7

For the previous five years, the British prime minister had occasionally received reports of sightings of unconventional aircraft made by his airmen, but had always dismissed them as the results of fatigue, fear, mistaken visions of the moon and stars, meteorological phenomena, or some such rational cause. This latest RAF encounter, however, was different: “Photographs of the object, which the crew claimed had ‘hovered noiselessly’ near the plane, were taken by the crew.”8

Impressed by the visual evidence, Churchill immediately called together a secret meeting of scientists and military commanders to discuss the incident and similar ones that preceded it. There were the usual speculations about Germany’s advanced arms technology until “a weapons expert dismissed suggestions the object was a missile, as the event was ‘totally beyond any imagined capabilities of the time.’”9
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Figure 2.2. Air Marshal Lord Hugh Dowding.

“Of course the flying saucers are real,” Air Marshal Lord Hugh Dowding, commander-in-chief of the Royal Air Force Fighter Command, later confirmed, “and they are interplanetary. More than 10,000 sightings have been reported, the majority of which cannot be accounted for by any ‘scientific’ explanation. . . . I am convinced that these objects do exist, and that they are not manufactured by any nation on Earth. . . . I can, therefore, see no alternative to accepting the theory that they come from some extraterrestrial source.”10

“Another person at the meeting,” the Telegraph article continues, “raised the possibility of a UFO, at which point, Churchill ordered the report [together with flight crew photographs of the object] to be classified for at least half a century, and reviewed by the Prime Minister to stop ‘panic’ spreading.”

“This event should be immediately classified,” he insisted, “since it would create mass panic among the general population and destroy one’s belief in the Church.”11

From September 17 to 19, Churchill conferred in Washington, D.C., with President Franklin Roosevelt, who had already been briefed “on non-terrestrial science and technology” seven months before. After their visit, Churchill “made the orders [suppressing public information about UFOs] during a secret war meeting with U.S. general Dwight Eisenhower, then commander of the Allied Forces, at an undisclosed location in America.”12 Churchill’s recognition of unidentified flying objects was nothing new to Eisenhower, who had already known about them for the previous three years.


APPLICATIONS OF EXTRATERRESTRIAL TECHNOLOGY

By the 1940s, UFO sightings and crashes were being reported across America. Around 9:00 p.m., April 12, 1941, Reverend William Guy Huffman Sr. was telephoned by local police concerning an airplane crash that evening outside Cape Girardeau, a small Missouri city on the Mississippi River, 115 miles southeast of St. Louis. The caller asked if the Baptist minister might be available immediately to administer last rites to any dead and dying victims.
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Figure 2.3. Rev. William Guy Huffman.

As a neighbor drove Huffman to the disaster site at a farmer’s field some twelve miles away, police and fire department assistance had already been dispatched. The crash may have involved a military aircraft from the nearby Harvey Parks Airport, about thirty miles to the south, in Sisketon, where United States Army Air Corps flight cadets were in training. Accordingly, Cape County sheriff Reuben R. Schade likely notified his brother, Ben, a purchasing agent at Sisketon’s Missouri Institute of Aeronautics, by telephone. This would explain the appearance of Army personnel at the site shortly after Huffman arrived there. What he saw, however, was no conventional airplane.

It was a badly damaged, shiny, silvery disc, well under one hundred feet across, surrounded by broken fragments reflecting the last moments of a contained blaze that was being damped down by firefighters. The minister stepped closer. He found no propellers, struts, cables, or recognizable engine parts, but, through a gaping space, the flickering light of the conflagration enabled him to see a sparse interior of some dials or buttons on a kind of control panel, where three child-size seats had been removed earlier. Apparently occupied by a trio of “little people,” someone had pulled the seats from the vessel and laid them out on the ground several yards from the crash.13

Two of the creatures had already died; the third, somewhat apart from them, took a few shallow breaths before expiring. They were all alike, no more than four feet in length, with grey, wrinkled skin; thin, elongated torsos and limbs; three fingers, without nails, plus a long thumb on each hand; a pair of dots for nostrils; a horizontal slit for a mouth; and two, huge, black, teardrop-shaped eyes on the otherwise featureless faces of oversized, bulbous heads. All of this took place a quarter of a century before the Barney and Betty Hill abduction case made gray aliens internationally known.

A newspaperman posed and photographed one of the humanoid corpses between a pair of reporters. A troop of U.S. Army personnel arrived to cordon off the smoldering crash and confiscate all exposed film, personal notes, and souvenirs. Before their expulsion from the site, the two dozen or so civilians were sworn to lifelong secrecy in the name of national security. This took place at a time quite different from our own, when government authority was universally respected and an American’s word was his or her bond. Soldiers returned to the Sikeston Air Base with the wrecked disk, related debris, and three cadavers; the following week all the remains were transported to Washington, D.C., and secured in a secret subterranean storage room beneath the basement level of the Capitol building.

Some months later, Secretary of State Cordell Hull escorted Turner H. Holt to the underground holding area. Thanks to Hull’s influence, Holt had been appointed to an important advisory position in the Roosevelt administration. In consideration of his friend’s recent promotion, plus Holt’s celebrated reputation as a pastor of the Church of Christ, Hull “desired to gauge his reaction [to the Missouri artifacts] from a religious or spiritual man’s point of view.”14 On display was the crashed “vehicle,” as Holt described it, plus its three former occupants, the “little people,” who were suspended each in its own glass jar of formaldehyde like frogs in a high school biology class.

Bound by an oath pledging secrecy for the sake of national security, Holt broke his secret only to his wife and daughters, pledging them to say nothing about his peculiar visit to anyone. But he did urge them to go public with the story after he died, because “it was simply too important for history to just forget.”15

Even after their father’s passing in 1993, Holt’s two daughters refrained from discussing his unforgettable experience as long as their mother, Vina, who “didn’t even approve of such talk,” was still living. Not until April 2009 did Allene and Lucille share their father’s account with noted Canadian researcher Grant Cameron. Such a fantastic tale could be easily dismissed as a hoax were it not for the indefatigable investigation of this case by Paul Blake Smith, himself a resident of Cape Girardeau, near the site of the 1941 crash. He supports his meticulous reconstruction of events with revealing source materials, such as a personal statement written in 1999 by retired Central Intelligence Agency and U.S. Army counterintelligence officer Thomas Cantwheel, who told of an “aerodyne [a generic term for any artificial flying object] recovered in 1941 that crashed in southwestern [sic: actually southeastern] Missouri.”16
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