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Introduction

Welcome to Blackjack Secrets.

I started writing my previous book, The Most Powerful Blackjack Manual, at the end of the nineties. Since I finished writing that book, I continue to play regularly, but contrary to many experts, I have not turned into a professional and moved to Vegas. Of course, I play there along with Atlantic City, not to mention Monte Carlo and many other places. As I mentioned in my first book, I have remained a part-time player and still have fun playing blackjack. As I used to joke at the table, as soon as we make some money, we’ll have a lot of fun (have you ever had fun when you lost?). You might ask yourself, sure, why not? Despite the fact that I continue to love the game, it is not in my nature to play for hours every day as this would make life too monotonous.

The results of my more than thirty years of experience will be summarized in this book, complete with the last five to six years since I wrote my last book.

I continue to work as an architect, but I retired as a teacher long ago. Although, I kept my desire to teach, and this is one of the reasons why I have decided to write my second book. While writing, I still feel like I am a professor giving a lecture.

Just like I said at the end of my first book, I still don’t want to include my picture for the simple fact that I still want to play and not to be recognized.

Another reason why I decided to write this book was because I feel that after three decades of experience, I can provide valuable secrets not only for beginners but for intermediate players as well—and the only reason I am hesitant to use the word expert is because, after all these years, I am still doubtful as to who I can consider to be an expert player.

As we know, a higher bettor doesn’t mean a better player. For a long time I thought that those who played with a $50–$100 (or higher) initial bet must be skilled. I know today that this is not necessarily true, and I also wholeheartedly recommend my book to those $100 beginner-expert players who may not even realize that they are, on average, putting $5,000–$7,000 in action per hour.

In my first book, I wrote in detail about the requirement of the externals of the game (knowledge of the game) and the internals of the game (your emotions, and emotional and financial expectations). To learn the externals (basic strategy, money management, etc.) is relatively easy and takes no more than a few days or weeks. But mastering the internals of the game takes much longer and is much, much harder. Someone who is unable to master the internals or underestimates the meaning will never be a constant winner and will never be able to take home a piece of the cake.
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In this book, I summarize and explain those crucial secrets that have a deciding importance in everyday play. Even if you do not know anything else about the game, just follow these secrets and you will improve your skill significantly.

If you need just any kind of secrets, surf the Internet. You will find a lot of useless …

If you need real secrets, then this book is for you!

At the time of writing this book, I assume that you, the reader, have some knowledge and an understanding of the basic rules of the game, how to play the game (basic strategy), when to quit, how to manage your money, how to control your game, and so on. Due to this fact, I will not go into details about the basics. If you are not familiar with these basics, I suggest that you read my first book.

Before I offer my blackjack secrets, I would like to mention that it is not a bad idea to know the origin of the name of the game that we play.

The origin of blackjack is somewhat unclear. Most believe blackjack entered the gaming industry in French casinos during the 1700s. It has been played in North America since the 1800s. In the early eighteenth century, French casinos had played a game called “Vingt-et-un,” which means “Twenty-one” (20 and 1). When a player had been dealt a jack and ace of spades as their first two cards, they had won the hand and were paid out extra. Jack being a vital card, and the ace of spades being a black card, the combination of the two coined the name “Black-Jack.”

Let’s get started.

[image: image]


[image: image]

You Have to Know the
OBJECT OF THE GAME

(The object of the game is to beat the dealer.)

It is obvious that when we sit down to play, we have to know what we are playing for—what is the object of the game. When it comes time to determine the object of the game, even the greatest authors make mistakes and do not tell both sides of the truth.

When we discuss the object of the game, we talk about the object from the player’s standpoint. The dealer has no object to the game because the dealer must follow the rules of the casino.

I firmly believe that the name of the game is to win money. We can also say, however, that the object is to make money. I like to use the phrase “make” a little bit more than “win,” even though the gist is the same. Anybody can win; he just needs a little luck. Very few of us can make money because it requires knowledge, skill, and first of all, self-control. In order to make money, we have to beat the dealer. For this reason:

The objective of the casino game of blackjack is simply to beat the dealer.

You can achieve this in two different ways:

1.   Having your cards total higher than the dealer’s without your total exceeding 21 (if the value of your cards exceeds 21, you automatically lose).

2.   To have any “valid hand” while the dealer busts.

This second way is just as important as the first. These two possibilities present the whole picture.

Many people (and sometimes even authors) forget the second possibility. Actually, some players think the object is to get as close to 21 as possible or (which is even worse—almost stupid) to draw cards that total 21. You should forget it forever.

You can even read this type of misinformation in many casinos’ gaming guides.

When I want to get a picture of how reliable a certain book or Internet website is, for me it’s always a good idea to check how they determine the object of the game.

If they say, “The basic objective of the game is that you want to have a hand value that is closer to 21 than that of the dealer without going over 21,” I know they aren’t telling the full “story.” Or something that means the same, “Score a higher hand than the dealer without busting.”

However, if they say, “The object of the game is to get as close to 21 as possible,” I know right away that this book or website is not for me.

How can you trust anybody who doesn’t even know (or even worse, someone who doesn’t want to tell you) the object of the game?
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You Should Know Why to
STAND-HIT-DOUBLE-SPLIT

(When we double or split, most of the time we will
not get a good card.)

When the original two cards have been dealt to all players and the dealer doesn’t have a blackjack, the game goes on. We now all have the original hands of two cards. The dealer continues to deal the cards clockwise, starting back at the beginning with the first baseman. From then on, it’s your decision what to do.

I would like to reiterate that your decisions cannot depend on your feelings. Playing by your feelings is a foolish way of gambling.

All of our decisions depend on the dealer’s upcard and on our original hand.

Our decisions have to be based on these facts and not on feelings. Any book’s (or website’s) basic strategy chart tells you what decision you have to make based on the cards that you have, depending on the dealer’s upcard.

The basic strategy is nothing more than a set of rules that help determine when and what decision to make in order to minimize the casino’s advantage. It tells the player when to stand or draw, when to double down, and when to split pairs. It tells us the playing decisions that we have to make to improve our chances of winning. The basic strategy does not usually turn a losing hand into a winning hand. It only allows you to lose less. During the game you have to decide when to stand? hit? double? split? take insurance? These decisions cannot be based on our feelings. Making a decision is not easy. It takes skill, study, discipline, and patience. These attributes are very important since if we know what decisions we have to keep to, then doing so seems easy.
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If you learned the rules, then basically you don’t have to make a decision—you just have to employ the correct decision at the right place. To learn the rules (basic strategy) is the easier part of the “homework.” The hardest part is discipline—are you able to maintain self-control and follow the rules all the time?

I have to tell you that since the basic strategy was first publicized, there have been disagreements about how much flexibility we should allow in these rules (which is determined by us) and how much we should keep to the original strategy. Even if you study and compare famous authors’ charts, you will realize that while the majority of the chart is similar, they are not 100% identical. Some players are more aggressive and others are more conservative. One thing is for sure: the basic strategy works only in the long term. Anything can happen in a given night. As I sometimes joke at the table-side, if you are lucky enough to be alive for 200 years, the chart will work for you.

The player has four basic options when it comes time to make a decision: stand, hit, double down, or split. I will show you why you make these decisions.

Generally speaking, we have two possibilities:

A.   If the dealer has a standing card (7 or higher), hit until hard 17.

B.   If the dealer has a potential bust card (6 or lower), let him bust.

1. STAND

It is a player’s decision not to draw any additional cards.

If we know we’ve got a hand with the best chance to beat the dealer, we do not ask for additional cards.

Why do we stand? There are two reasons:

1. If the hand is strong enough to win (19, 20, 21) or high enough (hard 17, 18) to have a good chance of going over 21.

2.   If the dealer has a strong chance to go over 21. In this situation, we give the dealer the chance to go over. For instance, if the player’s hand is 10, 2, and the dealer’s upcard is a 6, we stand. Let the dealer bust first.

Why do we not stand? Never ever stand just because you feel the next card has to be a big one and you will go over! For instance, the dealer’s upcard is a 9 and the player’s original hand is a 10, 5 (= hard 15). If we could feel (figure out) the next card, the casinos would not be in business. But they are!
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